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Date:  March 23, 2014 
Title:  “God Brings New Birth” 
Text:  1 Peter 1:3-5 
Series:  God will have the last word 
 
Theme:   
God great mercy causes new birth resulting in a living hope, an imperishable inheritance and 
an assured future.  
 
Introduction:   
In 1 Peter 1:1, 2 we noted how God’s prognosis is that we are chosen, exiled, sanctified, followers 
and cleansed.  We did not note the diagnosis.  Here, in our present text, it is.  Because of who 
God is, this is what He does.  His prognosis is 100% accurate.  His great mercy renders certain 
the outcome of new birth.  New birth brings with it a living hope and an imperishable 
inheritance. 
 
“The key word in this portion of Scripture is in verse 4, it is the word "inheritance." The 
inheritance is defined in verse 5 as a salvation ready to be revealed. The section then calls us to 
bless God for our eternal salvation. And that is at the heart of worship. Blessing God, adoring 
God for our eternal inheritance, that's really why we come together, that's why we're here on 
the Lord's day. That's why we worship, we are praising and thanking God for our eternal 
salvation.”1 
 
“Interestingly enough, the main verb which describes the main course of action in this passage 
is only implied, it isn't even here. It is the verb "be" in verse 3 which doesn't appear in the Greek. 
The Greek says, "Blessed the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ," the verb "be" is implied 
and that is the main verb. What he is saying here is, "Bless God." It is both a doxology on his 
own and in a sense an imperative for others to bless God as well. It is intended, as I said, to 
sweep their hearts upward in exalted praise to the Lord, to sweep their hearts upward in the joy 
of adoration and the joy of anticipation of the inheritance that is waiting for them. It is then in 
one way, at least, a hymn of praise, to encourage believers in the throes of difficult living in this 
hostile world.”2 
 
“English = eulogize, eulogy = commendatory formal statement or set oration; high praise; to 
extol) means to be well spoken of or inherently worthy of praise. Eulogetos is an adjective ending 
in –tos which gives the meaning “inherently worthy to be praised”.  All the uses of eulogetos 
refer to God as the One "well spoken of".”3 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The Diagnosis of God – Great Mercy 
 
The first five verses in chapter 1 are marbled with juicy life-sustaining tidbits and soul-
delighting morsels.  God who is great in mercy saves His people from their sin. 
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It is interesting to note how Peter uses the word love in his first Letter.  He only uses agape or 
agapeo.  He does not use phileo. 
 

• “and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in 
Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory” (1 Pet. 1:8). 
 

• “Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently 

love one another from the heart” (1 Pet. 1:22). 
 

• “Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king” (1 Pet. 2:17). 
 

• “For, "THE ONE WHO DESIRES LIFE, TO LOVE AND SEE GOOD DAYS, MUST KEEP HIS TONGUE 
FROM EVIL AND HIS LIPS FROM SPEAKING DECEIT” (1 Pet. 3:10). 
 

• “Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Pet. 4:8). 
 

• “Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace be to you all who are in Christ” (1 Pet. 5:14). 
 

Peter does not refer to God’s love for us, but our love for Him and for His church/one another.  
Thus, from this Letter, I will not include God’s love as a motivator for acting.  Although such is 
true (John 3:16), it is not noted by Peter.  Why?  Perhaps Peter presupposes God is love and from 
that love redeems debtors.  However, two qualities are true of God and celebrated by Peter.  The 
first is found in verse 3 of chapter 1 and the other is noted in 5:10. 
 

A.  His great mercy (v. 3) 
 
Mercy, simply put, means to withhold what is deserved.  In Peter’s Letter, God’s mercy starts 
our salvation with new-birth. 
 
Mercy withholds from the deserving just consequences for their sinful actions.  Peter uses it only 
twice in his first Letter (1 Pet. 1:3 [eleos]; 1 Pet. 2:10 [eleoo] quoting Hosea 2:23). 
 
“How many sins does His infinite mercy cover? What sin is too great that it is not covered by 
His infinite mercy? Do not let the accuser of your soul deceive you that there is not sufficient 
mercy to cover that sin you committed!”4 
 

B. The God of all grace (1 Peter 5:10) 
 
Grace, simply put, means to give what is not deserved.  In Peter’s Letter, God’s grace finishes 
our salvation with a blameless and accepted standing (1 Peter 5:10).  I do not wish to “spoil” our 
study by interjecting ahead of time Peter’s use of grace, but . . . .  
 

• “according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus 
Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure” (1 Pet. 1:2). 
 

• “As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful 

searches and inquiries” (1 Pet. 1:10). 
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• “Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to 

be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:13). 
 

• 19 “For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows when 
suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with 
patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with 
God” (1 Pet. 2:19, 20). 
 

• “You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, 
since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will 
not be hindered” (1 Pet. 3:7). 
 

• “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God” (1 Pet. 4:10). 

 
• “You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility 

toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE” 
(1 Pet. 5:5). 
 

• “After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in 
Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you” (1 Pet. 5:10). 
 

• “Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so I regard him), I have written to you briefly, exhorting and 
testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!” (1 Pet. 5:12). 

 
Whatever God did was done because He is a God of great mercy and massive grace.  Because 
He is merciful and gracious, we are born-again.  
 

II. The Prognosis of God – Born-Again 
 
Born-again is an Aorist Active Participle.5 This speaks to a past event with present results.   
 

• “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us 

to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Pet. 1:3). 
 

• “for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the 

living and enduring word of God” (1 Pet. 1:23). 

 
The word used by Peter is only used by Peter and means “to be born again.”  The word used by 
John in John 3:3 and 7 means “to be born from above.”  Both passages use the same word.  Peter 
uses a prefix and John uses another word for “above.” 
 

• “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God’” (John 3:3). 
 

• “Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again’” (John 3:7). 

 
New birth results in His people acquiring [eis, purpose or result] a living hope and [eis, purpose 
or result] the obtaining of an inheritance.  The two ideas of a living hope and obtaining an 
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inheritance appear to be in parallel.  The idea of being born-again presupposes the need for 

rebirth.  If the first birth was sufficient, then there would be no need for a rebirth. 
 
“In secular Greek literature anagennao is used in a botanical sense, as when the trees, plants, 
and flowers come to life in the spring.”6 
 
The question confronting all of us is direct, “Have you been born-again?”  The bottom line of 
this text tells us that by believing we are sinners and Jesus is the Savior we appropriate the 
provision causing us to be born-again. 
 
In reading this text, there is the possibility we are looking at synonyms as it relates to a living 
hope, an imperishable inheritance and an assured future.  It is probably true there is sequence 
where one leads to the other.  However, for our study, we will consider them separate entities 
that are inseparably linked. 
 

A. [eis] A living hope (v. 3) 
 
Living hope is a Present Active Participle.  This speaks to something in the immediate, in the 
now. 
 
The living hope we have is on account of [dia] our Lord’s resurrection from death and the grave.  
His resurrection is the means of our living hope.  Our hope comes through His resurrection. 
 
A living hope stands in contrast to a death producing despair, a dying despair, a life-sucking 
anxiety.  To remain in our present state without new birth is to remain in a death producing 
despair.  
 
This text tells me and will continue to confirm that this world is not my home.  It is not where I 
find my immediate or final hope.    
 
All of us have read of celebrities who live empty lives.  Of recent lore is Justin Bieber.  People 
live with expectations.  They work and strive and HOPE, only to find what they worked for is 
nothing but an empty bubble on the sea of nothingness.  Friend, should you believe in Jesus, 
you will find that your expectations of heaven were too small. 
 
“Biblical hope is not ‘finger crossing,’ but is alive and certain because of the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead. Life without Christ is a hopeless end whereas life in Christ is an 
endless hope. Biblical hope is confident expectancy. Someone has put it this way ‘Hope is faith 
in the future tense.’ John Blanchard rightly says that ‘Hope' is biblical shorthand for 
unconditional certainty.’ The Puritan writer Thomas Brooks says that "Hope can (allow us to) 
see heaven through the thickest clouds.’”7 
 
F F Bruce gives this description of Christian hope... 
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“We are refugees from the sinking ship of this present world order, so soon to disappear; 
our hope is fixed in the eternal order, where the promises of God are made good to His 
people in perpetuity.”8 

 
B. [eis] An imperishable inheritance (v. 4) 

 
• “And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build [you] up and to give 

[you] the inheritance among all those who are sanctified” (Acts 20:32). 
 

• “to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, 
in order that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been 

sanctified by faith in Me” (Acts 26:18). 
 

• “also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all 
things after the counsel of His will” (Eph. 1:11). 
 

• “who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of [God's own] possession, to 
the praise of His glory” (Eph. 1:14). 
 

• “ [I pray that] the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the hope of His 
calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints” (Eph. 1:18). 
 

• “For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, 
has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God” (Eph. 5:5). 
 

• “giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light” (Col. 
1:12). 
 

• “knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom 
you serve” (Col. 3:24). 
 

• “And for this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, in order that since a death has taken place for 
the redemption of the transgressions that were [committed] under the first covenant, those who have been 

called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance” (Heb. 9:15). 
 

• “to [obtain] an inheritance [which is] imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in 
heaven for you” (1 Pet. 1:4). 

 
A question we must always ask is, “Does every passage use the word inheritance in the same 
way?”  Regardless, an inheritance is a future hope.  An inheritance is typically bequeathed upon 
the death of the benefactor.  “Legal inheritance refers to actual property or goods received after 
a family member's death.  In the theological sense, to inherit means to ‘receive an irrevocable 
gift’ with an emphasis on the special relationship between the benefactor and the recipients. 
Unlike legal inheritance, the benefactor, God, does not die, yet he provides material and spiritual 
blessings for his people.”9 
 

What Is the Inheritance? Throughout the New Testament, a striking promise for believers 
is simply "the inheritance" ( Acts 20:32 ; 26:18 ; Ephesians 1:14 Ephesians 1:18 ; Col 3:24). 
Generally, the promise refers to the possession of salvation ( Heb 1:14 ). The believer's 
inheritance is described more specifically as eternal and joyful existence with God. 
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Believers are promised "an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in 
heaven for you" ( 1 Peter 1:4 ).Inheriting the "world to come" is a guarantee for all those 
who belong to God's family. 
 
The apostle Paul employs the inheritance metaphor more than any other New Testament 
writer. For him, the object of the inheritance is the kingdom of God. He never states 
exactly what constitutes the believer's inheritance of the kingdom, but asserts 
emphatically that unbelievers will not inherit the kingdom ( 1 Cor 6:9-10 ; Gal 5:21 ; Eph 
5:5 ). 
 
The Bible is clear that inheriting eternal life is synonymous with entering the kingdom. 
At the judgment, the righteous will inherit the kingdom ( Matt 25:34 ) but the wicked will 
be eternally tormented ( Matt 25:46 ). The finality of the separation of those outside of the 
family of God is clearly seen in their lack of a share in God's inheritance. 
 
The concept of the believer's inheritance highlights the dignity of the family relationship 
of the believer in Christ. No higher position or greater wealth can an individual acquire 
than to become an heir of God through faith in Christ.10  

 
Our inheritance is to stand before God without charge or guilt and bathe in the joy He knows 
within Himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
Here, Peter stacks up a lot of words to describe our inheritance.  This inheritance is the living 
hope.   
 
Five qualities are noted concerning this inheritance/hope. 
 

1. This inheritance is imperishable (v. 4) 
 

• “And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, 
and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things” (Rom. 1:23). 
 

• “And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible” (1 Cor. 9:25). 
 

• “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed” (1 Cor. 15:52). 
 

• “Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. 
Amen” (1 Tim. 1:17). 
 

• “To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, {for 
you: or, for us}” (1 Pet. 1:4). 
 

• “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever” (1 Pet. 1:23). 
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• “But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price” (1 Pet. 3:4). 

 
God is imperishable.  What He does and gives is imperishable.  When we see Him we will be 
like Him for we shall see Him as He is (1 John 3:1-3). 
 

2. This inheritance is undefiled (v.4) 
 

• “For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made 

higher than the heavens” (Heb. 7:26). 

 

• “Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge” 

(Heb. 13:4). 

 

• “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their 

affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world” (James 1:27). 

 
Who God is in His essence is reflected in what God does and gives. 
 

3. This inheritance will not fade away (v. 4) 
 
Hypox Legomenon [used once in the NT].  “Our inheritance is in perfect condition, free from 

any spot of dirt or pollution on it. It has nothing in it that defiles. Our inheritance is pure as 
the driven snow and free from any effect or influence that would deform and debase it or cause 
it to lose its vigor or value. It cannot be cheapened in any way. It cannot disappoint us in any 
way.”11 
 
Perhaps you come from family of means only to find out the inheritance has been lost or 
squandered.  Perhaps you have been disinherited.    Friend, this inheritance from God is in no 
danger of perishing or diminishing.  What you come into at the beginning is still there at the 
end. 
 

C. An assured future (v. 5) 
 

1. This inheritance is reserved in heaven for us (v. 4) 
 

Peter keeps piling on words to show the incredible outcome of being born-again. 

“Reserved” is a Perfect Passive Participle.  This speaks to the inheritance/outcome being locked 
in time.  It is unchanging.   It is used of soldiers standing at their post (Matt. 27:54; 28:4), of jailors 
guarding prisoners (Acts 12:5, 6) and of God reserving our inheritance in heaven. 
 
Of the five times Peter uses the word, four of the occurrences is used to speak of the judgment 
awaiting the unbelieving. 
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• “To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, {for 
you: or, for us}” (1 Pet. 1:4). 
 

• “For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains 
of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment” (2 Pet. 2:4). 
 

• “The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of 
judgment to be punished” (2 Pet. 2:9). 
 

• “These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is 
reserved for ever” (2 Pet. 2:17). 
 

• “But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire 
against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men” (2 Pet. 3:7). 

 

Friends, God will have the last word.  As an unbeliever you might find yourself raging against 
God, but He will have the last word.  As a believer you might find yourself doubting the 
certainty of the outcome, but He will have the last word.  Rest assured, He will have the last 
word. 
 
This text is personal.  It is reserved for you. 
 

2. This inheritance is protected by the power of God (v. 5) 
 
Although I link the protected with the inheritance, it really speaks to the “you” in verse 4.  We 
the inheritors, the beneficiaries are protected. 
 
“Protected” is a Perfect Passive Participle.  The protection by God is incapable of challenge. 
 

• “In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king kept the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desirous 
to apprehend me” (2 Cor. 11:32). 
 

• “But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be 
revealed” (Gal. 3:23). 
 

• “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 4:7). 
 

• “Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 
Pet. 1:5). 

 
It speaks of watching in advance, of mounting a guard as a sentinel and is used figuratively of 
hemming in.  That which hems us in is the power of God.  The dunamis of God.  This speaks of 
God’s relentless and unstoppable power to carry out all He wills.  God says He will have the 
last word and He does! 
 
Because all of this is true, the outcome is assured.  We have nothing to worry about.  In this 
world we have tribulation, but be of good cheer Jesus has overcome the world! (John 16:33). 
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The word ready is prepared.  This is a beautiful word for us as believers.  God has made ready 
a place where we will be with Him forever for our joy. 
 

• “Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my 
dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage” (Matt. 22:4). 
 

• “Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (Matt. 25:34). 
 

• 2 “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place 
for you.  3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also” (John 14:2, 3). 
 

• “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love him” (1 Cor. 2:9) 
 

• “But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their 
God: for he hath prepared for them a city” (Heb. 11:16). 
 

• “And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed 
her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days” (Rev. 12:6). 
 

• “And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband” (Rev. 21:2). 

 

• “Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my 
dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage” (Matt. 22:4). 
 

• “Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy” (Matt. 
22:8). 
 

• “Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 
Pet. 1:5). 
 

• “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh 
you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: {fear: or, reverence}” (1 Pet. 3:15). 

 
Let us never forget the dark side of this preparation. 
 

• “Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matt. 25:41). 

 
You hear me speak of God creating us so that we might know and experience the joy He has 
within Himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ,and this joy is only known and experienced in 
the person and work of Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit.  I always love reading 
others who say the same thing.  Sally Lloyd-Jones wrote The Jesus Storybook Bible.  She also wrote 
a child’s devotional called Thoughts to Make Your Heart Sing.  Listen to how she describes 
GLORY. 
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GLORIFY! 
God tells us to glorify him. “Glorify” means “to make a big deal of.” When someone 
makes a big deal of you, it fills up your heart with joy. 
But why does God need us to make a big deal of him? Why does he need us to get joy? 
He doesn’t. In the beginning God the Father and Jesus, his Son, together with the Holy 
Spirit, were already there — a loving family, glorifying each other in this wonderful 
Dance of Joy. 
No. God didn’t create us so he could get joy — he already had it. 
He created us so he could share it. 
He knows it’s the thing your heart most needs to be happy. When God says, “Glorify 
me!” he’s really saying, “Be filled with Joy!” 
He’s inviting us into his Forever Happiness. 
“His secret purpose framed from the very beginning is to bring us to our full glory”  
(1 Corinthians 2:7 NEB). 
 

God will have the last word.  In the eschatos, the last times, the veil will be fully and finally lifted 
[apokalupto / to take off the cover]. 
 

• Listen again to Isaiah 25:6-8 
6 ”The LORD of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples on this mountain; A banquet of aged 
wine, choice pieces with marrow, And refined, aged wine. 7 And on this mountain He will swallow up 

the covering which is over all peoples, even the veil which is stretched over all nations. 8 He will 
swallow up death for all time, And the Lord GOD will wipe tears away from all faces, And He will 
remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; For the LORD has spoken” (Isa. 25:6-8). 

 
Recently I was introduced to this same idea in Zephaniah 3:14-17.  Listen to its soothing words. 
 

• 14 “Shout for joy, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! 15 The LORD has taken away His judgments against you, He has cleared away your 
enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; You will fear disaster no more. 16 In that day it will 
be said to Jerusalem: "Do not be afraid, O Zion; Do not let your hands fall limp. 17 ‘The LORD your God is 
in your midst, A victorious warrior. He will exult over you with joy, He will be quiet in His love, He 
will rejoice over you with shouts of joy’” (Zeph. 3:14-17). 

 
God has set up everything for your joy.  He is waiting for your arrival.  That future hope instills 
within us perseverance and endurance even while slander and suffering unfolds. 
 
The consequence of God’s actions results in His people being “born again.”  Clearly, God is 
worthy of our praise for He is the one behind our new birth.  He has caused us to be born again.  
New birth results in us inheriting and entering into a living hope.  It is a hope sourced in and 
flowing out of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Friend, if this passage tells us anything, it shouts 
the preservation of God’s people by the power of God through faith.  Nothing can alter our 
living hope.  Nothing can separate us from His unconditional love. 
 
The preservation of the inheritance is not based on performance.  There is no merit involved in 
an inheritance.  An inheritance is the consequence of birth.  The grace of God rests firmly and 
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solely in the person and work of God.  There is nothing in us that prompts God’s grace.  Will we 
believe this? 
 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon in his commentary on 1 Peter notes, “But, perhaps, the dark fear 
crossed your mind that, perhaps, after all, you may perish and miss the inheritance. Now, notice 
the double consolation of a double keeping. The inheritance is kept. It is reserved in heaven for 
you, and you are kept, too. It is kept for you, and you are kept for it, ‘For you, who are kept by 
the power of God, through faith, unto salvation.’”12 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
The catalyst appropriating all of this for us is faith.  The application or appropriation of all this 
is through [dia / on account of] faith.  God’s great mercy is extended to us for new birth.  Do we 
accept this?  Such acceptance acknowledges the need we have to be born-again. 
 

1. Have you been born-again? 
2. In new birth, God renders certain the outcome. 
3. No matter how poor the effort, no more how many times you fail, GOD WILL HAVE 

THE LAST WORD! 
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