
 
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship 

where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine 

monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 

asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  March 30, 2014 
Title:  “Joy, the Friend of Faith” 
Text:  1 Peter 1:6-9 
Theme: Future glory makes present suffering celebrated.  
 
Introduction:  
“Peter introduces the problem of suffering in his epistle for the first time in the sixth verse 

of the first chapter. Suffering proves to be the theme of his epistle. Peter informs us that 
suffering is indeed a part of the normal Christian experience. He also encourages us by telling 
us the trials and tribulations of this life will be left behind for all eternity. The suffering we 
endure on earth does not indicate our future estate in the kingdom of God. Because of this, we 
must live by faith and believe that what we now see is not what we will get in eternity.”1 
 
“Salvation and joy belong together. Being made right with God is cause for joy . . . joy on the 
part of God, joy on the part of Christ, joy on the part of the angels, joy on the part of the church 
and joy on the part of the one who is redeemed.  Now this salvation joy is Peter's theme. Will 
you look with me now at 1 Peter chapter 1? He mentions salvation in verse 5, a salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time. In verse 9, the salvation of your souls. In verse 10, as to this 
salvation the prophets have made careful search. Three times from verse 5 to 10 he uses the 
word ‘salvation.’ Salvation then is an element in Peter's theme. You will notice also in verse 6 
that he talks about joy, ‘In this you greatly rejoice.’ In verse 8 at the end he says, ‘You greatly 
rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory.’ Now what I would conclude just very simply 
from that is that Peter has in mind here that we would not only understand salvation but its 
implication, namely joy. Salvation, joy, is on Peter's heart in this passage.”2 
 
The idea that we have this living hope enables perseverance even as we are distressed by various 
trials.   
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
Peter uses the word trials for the word peirasmos.  It is the same word used in the prayer of 
Matthew 6:13, “Lead us not into temptation” (Luke 11:4).  The Lord’s Prayer strongly teaches 
that God does lead us into temptation/trials.  Our Lord also calls us to fortify ourselves against 
temptation by watching and praying (Matt. 26:41).  Yet even with such fortification, we can still 
fail in our temptation (Luke 8:13).  His prayer reflects Paul’s sentiments in Romans 9 when he 
said, “the very things I do not wish to do I do, but the things I wish to do, I do not.”  The 
temptation of our Lord by the devil while in the wilderness was seasonal, but expected to be 
repeated (Luke 4:13). 
 
Paul assures his audience that “there hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to 
man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will 
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13 [see 
also Rev. 3:10]). Peter captures this same thought in 2 Peter 2:9, “The Lord knows how to deliver 

the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be 
punished.” 
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The apostle James invites his audience to “consider it all joy, my brethren when you encounter 
various trials temptations” (James 1:2).  In many way, Peter echoes James’ thoughts (James 
1:12). 
 
Suffering saturates Peter’s Letter. 
 
The word suffering (pascho) is used in 11 verses (1 Peter 2:19, 20, 21, 23, 3:14, 17, 18, 4:1, 15, 19, 
5:10). 
 

• 19 “For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 20 For 
what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? But if, when ye do well, 

and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. 21 For even hereunto were ye called: 
because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: . . . 23 Who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to 

him that judgeth righteously” (1 Pet. 2:19-21, 23). 
 

• “But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be 
troubled” (1 Pet. 3:14). 
 

• 17 “For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing. 18 For Christ 
also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in 
the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit” (1 Pet. 3:17, 18). 
 

• “Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same 

mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin” (1 Pet. 4:1). 
 

• “But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's 

matters” (1 Pet. 4:15). 
 

• “Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him 

in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator” (1 Pet. 4:19). 
 

• “But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have 
suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you” (1 Pet. 5:10). 

 

Peter writes to a suffering church, but a church whose lineage is of the Seed Promise. 
 
“Peter exhorted these Christians to steadfast endurance and exemplary behavior.  The purpose 
then of 1 Peter was to encourage Christians to face persecution so that the true grace of Jesus 
Christ would be evidenced in them (5:12).”3 
 
Thus, the context in which the church exists is one of open aggression and hostility. 
 
The Storyline: 
 
What Peter depicts is the continued hostility between the woman’s seed and that of the serpent’s. 
 
It is only as we understand the macrocosmic that we can find great joy in the microcosm.  When 
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all you have is a love for the one you have not seen and believe in Him who is beyond 
comprehension, then you find significance is your quiet and isolated suffering. 
 
Yet let us not conclude his message to the church is “you will suffer.”  This does not bring me 
comfort in my calamity.  What brings me comfort in my calamity is, GOD WILL HAVE THE 

LAST WORD.  He will have the last word toward those who cause my suffering and He will 
have the last word as it relates to my suffering.  GOD WILL HAVE THE LAST WORD.  
THAT is Peter’s theme. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The paradox of our suffering (v. 6).  
 

A. Suffering is puzzling (“Greatly rejoice [while]  distressed by various trials”) 
 
See further James 1; Genesis 50:20; Job 1:21, 22.   
 

1. Greatly rejoice 
 
This word is used here and in verse 8.  It is translated with “jump for joy.” 
 

2. Distressed by various trials 
 
In manifold temptations (en poikilois peirasmois). Just the phrase in James 1:2. 
 
Distressed is an Aorist Passive Participle.  They were persecuted and are in a state of duress.  
As those chosen by God and caused to be born-again, we are no longer citizens of this world.  
We have moved from the dominion of darkness and now live as citizens of another country.  
As such, we are different from the world’s inhabitants.  In what ways are we different than the 
mass of fallen humanity?  First, the person and work of Jesus Christ before our heavenly Father 
fully and finally answer our relationship.  Second, we know this world is not our home.  
Third, our suffering has significance.  Because we know, it is temporal and because we know 
it has significance, we can rest in God’s unfailing love and unflinching faithfulness.  God 

will have the last word.  The unbelieving do not have this confidence in this life or in the life 
to come. 
 

B. Suffering is temporal (“though now for a season”) 
 
Even if suffering lasts the entirety of your physical existence, it is still temporal.  Your suffering 
will end.  For the unbelieving, their suffering will never end.  In fact, at death it is only 
beginning. 
 

C. Suffering has significance (“necessary”) 
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Present active neuter singular participle of dei (it is necessary).  This is the same word used of 
Jesus and His suffering.  “Dei is present tense indicating that these trials are continually 
inevitable! God knows those times when it is necessary for a saint to go through trials.”4 
 

• “And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, 
and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again” (Mark 8:31). 
 

• “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

 
Suffering is unavoidable. 
 

• “Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the LORD delivers him out of them all” (Ps. 34:19). 
 

• “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, 
but take courage; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 
 

• “I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as 
I am not of the world” (John 17:14). 
 

• 21 “After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra 
and to Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in 
the faith, and saying, ‘Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God’” (Acts 14:21, 22). 
 

• 2 “and we sent Timothy, our brother and God's fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and 
encourage you as to your faith, 3 so that no one would be disturbed by these afflictions; for you 

yourselves know that we have been destined for this”  
(1 Thess. 3:2, 3). 
 

• “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12). 
 

Although we often liken the sufferings of others in comparison to ours as great things, but let 
us not think our Christianity is not without pain for the faith we hold to so dearly.   
 
If nothing else, hardship and suffering does purge dross.  It pushes us to either trust God or 
rebel against God.  The same Sun melting the butter hardens the clay.  “’God,’ said a good 
man, ‘can neither trust me with health nor money; therefore I am both poor and afflicted.’”5 
 
Listen to the ancient words of “Agur the son of Jakeh, the oracle. The man declares to Ithiel, to 
Ithiel and Ucal” (Prov. 30:1). 
 

• 7 “Two things I asked of You, Do not refuse me before I die: 8 Keep deception and lies far from me, Give me 
neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food that is my portion, 9 That I not be full and deny You and 
say, ‘Who is the LORD?’ Or That I not be in want and steal, And profane the name of my God” (Prov. 30:7-
9). 

 
Suffering and hardship serve a purpose.  “The National Endowment for Financial Education 
cites research estimating that 70 percent of people who suddenly receive a large sum of money 
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will lose it within a few years.”  Friends, we must understand the hardship in our lives for 
righteousness sake is for our good and God’s glory. 
 
Let us now consider verses 7 and 8. 
 

II. The purpose of our suffering (vv. 7, 8a). 
 
Verse 7 opens with a purpose or result statement.  Four statements are made concerning a faith 
that suffers. 
 

A. Suffering faith is proved faith (v. 7) 
 
The statement is the same as found in James 1:3, “Knowing that the testing of your faith 
produces endurance.”6 
 
The trials burn off the dross and cause us to see what we are and have in Christ.  It appears 
foreign to our sensibilities to couple “greatly rejoice” with “various trials.”  What or rather who 
could possibly cause one to have great joy in the midst of diverse difficulties?  The answer is 
one and singular and His name is JESUS.  It is in the crucible of affliction where the beauty of 
Jesus is seen in our earthen vessels.  Trials push us to lean against the only hope we have in this 
life and in the life to come. 
 
“As by the action of fire gold is separated from all alloy and heterogeneous mixtures, and is 
proved to be gold by its enduring the action of the fire without losing anything of its nature, 
weight, color, or any other property, so genuine faith is proved by adversities.”7 
 
Our trials reveal faith.  Blessing upon those who believe though having never seen.  Each of 
our circumstances are different.  The causality of life is different for each of us but the outcome 
is the same.  In our trials, God invites us to believe.  However, what is it we are to believe about 
God?  We are to believe that our moment is from God, sustained by God and for God. 
 

B. Suffering faith is precious faith (v. 7) 
 
Although gold must be purified to prove true, your faith is far more substantial and enduring.  
The Word of God always arrests me.  Consider this thought. 
 

• Faith is more precious than gold. 

• His Word is of far greater value than gold (Ps. 19:10; Prov. 8:19; 16:16). 

• Redemption is of greater value than gold (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). 
 
Friends, we have something here nothing created can replace or purchase. 
 

C. Suffering faith is praiseworthy faith (v. 7 [cf. 1 Peter 5:10-12]) 
 
Friend, God will have the last word.  Hold on, Jesus is coming! 
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“The earth, and universal nature, shall be dissolved; but he who doeth the will of God shall 
abide forever, and his faith shall then be found to the praise of God's grace, the honor of Christ, 
and the glory or glorification of his own soul throughout eternity.  God himself will praise such 
faith, angels and men will hold it in honor, and Christ will crown it with glory.”8 
 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon notes, “There are no crown-wearers in heaven that were not cross-
bearers here below.”9 
 

D. Suffering faith is persistent faith (v. 8a) 
 
“It is possible that Peter here has in mind the words of Jesus to Thomas as recorded in John 20:29 
("Happy are those not seeing and yet believing"). Peter was present and heard the words of Jesus 
to Thomas, and so he could use them before John wrote his Gospel.”10 
 
“Those to whom the apostle wrote had never seen Christ in the flesh; and yet, such is the 
realizing nature of faith, they loved him as strongly as any of his disciples could, to whom he 
was personally known.”11 
 
There is something intense with such words as “having not seen, you love” and “you greatly 
rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory.”  Remember, the paradox of suffering.  Having 
not seen, you love?  Expressing a joy that is inexpressible?  Something mystical and mystery 
is taking place in the saving of our soul.  And this is ours because of Him. 
 
Suffering faith pushes past the shadow and sees the substance.  Suffering faith loves what it 
cannot see and believes what it cannot fully comprehend.  Verse 8 gives us the object of faith.  
Because Jesus is beautiful, we “greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory.”  To love 
Jesus, to believe in Jesus is to obtain the living hope and inheritance.  He is both of those 
consequences.  Notice the parallel between 1 Peter 1:8 and John 20:29.  This principle is still 
true today. 
 

III. The product of our suffering (vv. 8b, 9). 
 
The outcome of such faith is great rejoicing with joy inexpressible and full of glory.  Suffering 
faith obtains the outcome of faith, the salvation of the soul. 
 

A. You greatly rejoice with joy . . . (v. 8b) 
 
“Full of glory (dedoxasmenêi). Perfect passive participle of doxazô, to glorify, "glorified joy," 
like the glorified face of Moses (Exod. 34:29; 2 Cor. 3:10).”12 
 

B. You obtain the outcome of faith salvation . . . (v. 9) 
 
Obtaining /receiving is a Present Middle Participle.  Faith appropriates God’s provision.  The 
consequence of this appropriation is salvation.  It is more precious than gold because gold 
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cannot appropriate the provision.  Notice how rich Peter’s language is, “praise, glory, and 
honor,” “joy inexpressible and full of glory.”  Even earlier he speaks of “imperishable, 
undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected (vv. 4, 5).  Why 
does he “sling” all of this together?  What is he attempting to express?  Does he succeed? 
 
In our suffering, we must know God is not arbitrary or blind.  He knows and orders such 
suffering for our good and His glory (Job 23:10).   
 

• “But He knows the way I take; When He has tried me, I shall come forth as gold” (Job 23:10). 
 

• 7 “’Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, And against the man, My Associate,’ declares the LORD of 
hosts. ‘Strike the Shepherd that the sheep may be scattered; And I will turn My hand against the little ones. 
8 It will come about in all the land,’ declares the LORD, ‘That two parts in it will be cut off and perish; But 
the third will be left in it. 9 And I will bring the third part through the fire, Refine them as silver is refined, 
snd test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, And I will answer them; I will say, 'They are My 
people,' And they will say, 'The LORD is my God'’” (Zech. 13:7-9). 

 
Listen with me to the outcome of a suffering faith. 
 

• 8 “Bless our God, O peoples, And sound His praise abroad, 9 Who keeps us in life And does not allow our 
feet to slip. 10 For You have tried us, O God; You have refined us as silver is refined. 11 You brought us into 
the net; You laid an oppressive burden upon our loins. 12 You made men ride over our heads; We went 
through fire and through water, Yet You brought us out into a place of abundance” (Ps. 66:8-12). 

 
Paul picks up this same idea in 2 Timothy 2. 
 

• 11 “It is a trustworthy statement: For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him; 12 If we endure, we 

will also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us; 13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful, 
for He cannot deny Himself” (2 Tim. 3:11-13). 

 
Peter echoes this same idea in chapter 4. 
 

• 12 “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as 
though some strange thing were happening to you; 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of 
Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation” (1 
Pet. 4:12, 13). 

 
Notice something about the revelation of Jesus. 
 

• “so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by 
fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:7). 
 

• “Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to 

be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:13). 
 

• “but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation 
of His glory you may rejoice with exultation” (1 Pet. 4:13). 
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There is something glorious here we often miss.  When Jesus comes back, it will be for our 
praise, glory and honor.  However, everything we have is only a reflection of who He is, what 
He did/does and who we are in Him.  Everything we possess is alien to us.  It is foreign. 
 

“God has never promised that we would miss the storm,  
but He has promised that we would make the harbor!”13 

 
Oh friends, this is glorious!  Hold fast, do not quit, stay the course and let us finish well 
knowing GOD WILL HAVE THE LAST WORD! 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Although no one loves suffering, let us embrace it as part of God’s larger Story. 
2. Let us look through the shadow of suffering to the substance and love Him whom we 

cannot at this time see.  Here is the only the only answer to the why of our suffering. 
3. Let us realize our faith in God is more precious than gold. 

 

1 https://bible.org/seriespage/what-you-see-isn%E2%80%99t-what-you-get-1-peter-16-9  
2 http://www.gty.org/resources/sermons/60-7/the-joy-of-salvation-part-1  
3 BKC, “1 Peter,” Roger M. Raymer, 837. 
4 http://www.preceptaustin.org/1_peter_16-12.htm  
5 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on 1 Peter 1:6. 
6 http://www.neowin.net/forum/topic/1138272-about-70-percent-of-lottery-winners-go-broke/  
7 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on 1 Peter 1:7. 
8 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on 1 Peter 1:7. 
9 http://www.preceptaustin.org/1_peter_16-12.htm  
10 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on 1 Peter 1:8. 
11 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on 1 Peter 1:8. 
12 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on 1 Peter 1:8. 
13 http://www.preceptaustin.org/1_peter_16-12.htm  

                                                           


