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Date:  April 6, 2014 
Title:  The Beauty and Celebration of Our Salvation 
Text:  1 Peter 1:10-12 (Read 1 Peter 1:1-12) 
 
   
Introduction:  
As with any passage of Scripture, we need to ask ourselves why Peter wrote this paragraph.  
What is his intended meaning?  Friends, Peter desires for us who are of the woman’s seed to 
glory in the crushing of the serpent’s seed and the victory flowing from this redemptive act. 
 
“Jesus said to his disciples once, "Blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because 
they hear. For truly I say to you, that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you 
see, and did not see it; and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it" (Matthew 13:16-17). In 
other words, to experience something that great, wise, and holy people longed to experience but 
could not should make us feel blessed, thankful. That is the same logic we have in our text this 
morning, 1 Peter 1:10-12. Peter wants us to feel more gratitude and wonder for our salvation 
because the prophets of God and even the angels of heaven longed to see what we have now 
experienced through the gospel of Jesus Christ. Therefore, the main point of this paragraph is 
that we should be amazed at the greatness of our salvation and that this greatness is shown by 
the fact that prophets of God and angels of heaven long to look into it.”1  
 
Pastor John MacArthur does a great job in capturing the majesty of God’s provision in the saving 
of sinners with the following thought. 
 
“Salvation...what a word. Is there any word in the English language as blessed as that one? Is 
there any word in the English language as hopeful as that one? Is there any word in the English 
language as comforting as that one, as securing, as assuring? I think not. Salvation...spiritual 
salvation, the rescue of the human soul from sin and death and hell and Satan-- the greatest 
theme of Scripture. You know what the Bible says. Man is guilty of sin. Because he is guilty of 
sin he is headed for eternal judgment to spend eternity in the torment of hell. He desperately 
needs to be rescued from that. He needs to be saved, to be delivered. And he can't save himself. 
The Bible makes it very clear that by his own works and his own deeds and his own effort he 
cannot save himself, he cannot rescue himself, he cannot deliver himself. But the message of the 
Bible is that while man cannot save himself from eternal torment as a punishment for his sin, 
God can and will save him. The Bible tells us that God loves the sinner. God commended His 
love toward us and that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us, Romans 5:8. God not only 
loves the sinner but God is able to rescue sinners. Psalm 3:8, wonderful statement, "Salvation 
belongs to the Lord." He has the power to do that. Not only does God love the sinner and not 
only is God able to rescue the sinner but God is willing to rescue the sinner. "God, our Savior, 
who will have all men to be saved." Furthermore, God has planned to rescue the sinner. Second 
Timothy 1:9, "He saved us according to His own purpose." God loves the sinner. God is willing 
to rescue the sinner. He is able to rescue the sinner. He has planned to rescue the sinner. And 
God has made Christ the means of rescuing the sinner. Paul says, "I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation." Christ is the means of salvation. And 
then God has also ordained preachers to announce that Christ is the means of salvation. God 
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has the rescue plan in motion. He loves the sinner. He is able to rescue the sinner. He is willing 
to rescue the sinner. He has planned to rescue the sinner. He has made Christ the means of 
rescuing the sinner. And He has ordained preachers to announce the rescue plan and to call 
sinners to Himself...to call sinners to repentance.”2 
 
The salvation Peter declares in verses 3-5 and the people of God exercise faith in (vv. 6-9) is 
something foreknown by the prophets and looked into by angels (vv. 10-12). 
 
The revelation from Peter is theologically rich.  Here, Peter speaks of the prophet’s role in 
foretelling of the Christ to come.  The Old Testament record is one of Jesus.  They spoke of His 
suffering and the glory to follow.  They knew they would not see fulfillment, but in their 
revelation, they knew they would be serving others through their work. 
 
Whatever else might be said, we must fully understand we are the recipients of something grace 
based and not works based. 
 
Outline: 
 
“Another relative clause (taking up sôtêria from verse 1Pe 1:9 and incorporating it) in this long 
sentence (verses 1Pe 1:3-12, inclusive, all connected by relatives). Peter lingers over the word 
sôtêria (salvation) with something new to say each time (Bigg). Here it is the general sense of 
the gospel of grace. Sought (exezêtêsan).”3 
 
The magnitude and mystery of God’s provision in Christ to save sinners is truly awe-inspiring 
and jaw dropping.  Peter notes fives idea to assist us in feeling salvation’s weight/glory. 
 
He does this by telling us five amazing facts about our salvation.  
 

I. The prophets longed to see it (v. 10)4 
 
That which you and I currently enjoy and are fully aware of was “clouded” prior to the 
incarnation of Jesus Christ.  They were aware and believed in the Seed Promise, but existed 
inside the shadow and were without the revelation of the substance.  The Old Testament 
prophets inquired.  Those who were alive when Jesus came, like Simeon and Anna, note this.  
The angelic realm equally seeks such knowledge.  The angels are outside of redemptions Story, 
but marvel at God’s condescension in the rescuing of His people. 
 

A. They spoke of the grace to come 
 
Peter highlights the worth of our salvation by telling us how the prophets longed to be a part of 
it. Verse 10: "The prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful 
search and inquiry, seeking to know what person or time [Christ was indicating]."  
 
“The prophets plainly saw that the grace which was to come under the Messiah's kingdom was 
vastly superior to anything that had ever been exhibited under the law; and in consequence they 



3 
 

 

made all possible inquiry, and searched as after grains of gold, hidden among sand or 
compacted with ore, (for such is the meaning of the original word,) in order to ascertain the time, 
and the signs of that time, in which this wondrous display of God's love and mercy to man was 
to take place.”5 
 

B. They made careful search and inquiry 
 

“Careful searches and inquires” are Aorist Active Indicatives.  They are intense words.  They 
studied and dug into the text to unearth its treasure and hear its voice.  “This language would 
imply that this had been a common and prevalent wish of the prophets.  Have enquired. This 
word is intensive. It means that they sought out, or scrutinized with care the revelations made 
to them, that they might understand exactly what was implied in that which they were 
appointed to record in respect to the salvation which was to be made known through the 
Messiah.”6 
 
Matthew 2 carries the same thought where King Herod “came to chief priests and scribes of the 
people to inquire of them where the Messiah was to be born” (Matt. 2:4, 5). 
 
Inquiring (v. 10) and seeking (v. 11) are the same words.  In verse 10, inquire has the prefix ek. 
 
“Inquiry (1830) (exereunao from ek = an intensifier and ereunao = to search into, investigate, 
explore) means to search diligently for something, especially for something hidden like miners 
engaged in digging for precious metals in the bowels of the earth. This word was first used to 
tell of a dog sniffing out something with his nose. The Septuagint (Lxx), Greek translation of the 
OT Hebrew, uses this verb Solomon recording that "If you seek her as silver, and search 
(exereunao) for her (referring to wisdom) as for hidden treasures (it was the custom to bury 
valuables in the ground or in holes in the rocks)." (Pr 2:4).”7 
 

“The idea is, that they perceived that in their communications there were some great and 
glorious truths which they did not fully comprehend, and that they diligently employed their 
natural faculties to understand that which they were appointed to impart to succeeding 
generations. They thus became students and interpreters for themselves of their own 
predictions.”8 
 
Christ came to Isaiah seven hundred years before the incarnation and said,  
 

He was wounded for our transgressions,  
he was bruised for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that made us whole,  
and with his stripes we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned everyone to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

(Isaiah 53:5-6) 
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Although they had the same text as we, we cannot conclude they understood as we understand. 
 

II. Christ predicted it (v. 11)  
 
I will change the text slightly so we capture its intent.  Our text tells us in verse 11, “Seeking to 
know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as he predicted [His 
own sufferings] and [His] glories to follow.”  Within the Godhead it was determined the second 
member, the Son, would suffer resulting in the glory to follow.   
 
“Peter definitely asserts here that the Spirit of Jesus Christ (the Messiah) was in the Old 
Testament prophets, the Holy Spirit called the Spirit of Christ and the Spirit of God (Rom. 8:9), 
who spoke to the prophets as he would speak to the apostles (John 16:14).”9 
 
Peter points out the amazing fact that Christ himself—the Spirit of Christ—hundreds of years 
before his own death and resurrection, was predicting his own death and resurrection. Look at 
the middle of verse 11: "The Spirit of Christ within [the prophets] . . . predicted the sufferings of 
Christ and the glories to follow."  
 
Jesus knew from the outset of creation He would suffer and die.  He has lived with that thought 
“forever.”  When God chose to share His joy within Himself with us, He also knew of the pain 
and suffering we would experience by our rebellion against Him.  In addition, he would also 
write into this amazing Story of redemption the incarnation, death and resurrection of the Son.  
Which means Christ, the Son of God in Heaven, has been contemplating His suffering and His 
death for His people for centuries. Indeed, as far back as the plan of salvation reaches in the 
mind of God, so far back has Christ been willing and ready to give himself for the sins of His 
people. 
 

• “This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: ‘I WILL OPEN MY MOUTH IN PARABLES; I 
WILL UTTER THINGS HIDDEN SINCE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD’” (Matt. 13:35). 
 

• “Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (Matt. 25:34). 
 

• “just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless 
before Him” (Eph. 1:4a). 
 

• “For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the 
sake of you” (1 Pet. 1:20). 
 

• “All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the 

foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain” (Rev. 13:8). 
 

• “The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss and go to destruction. 
And those who dwell on the earth, whose name has not been written in the book of life from the 

foundation of the world, will wonder when they see the beast, that he was and is not and will come” (Rev. 
17:8). 
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His people have always been the object of His affection from the foundation of the world.  He 
has always had you on His mind. 
 

A. His sufferings 
 

We cannot fathom the depth of such suffering. 
 

B. The glory to follow 
 
Not only is Jesus glorious, but the work of His hand is glorious.  We are for the glory of God.  
We are a part of that glorious display. 
 
“Peter reminded his readers that the prophets had predicted that Jesus Christ's life, as their own 
lives, would include suffering followed by glory. He mentioned this to encourage them to realize 
that their experience was not abnormal. We need to remember that sufferings and glories are 
not at all incompatible, but that the "cross" is to be endured even as a future "crown" is to be 
anticipated. We will suffer now but praise God, glory follows.”10 
 

III. The prophets served us in it (v. 12a) 
 
“We may presume that, in a great variety of cases, the prophets did not understand the meaning 
of their own predictions.  They had a general view of God's designs; but of particular 
circumstances, connected with those great events, they seem to have known nothing, God 
reserving the explanation of all particulars to the time of the issue of such prophecies.  When 
they wished to find out the times, the seasons, and the circumstances, God gave them to 
understand that it was not for themselves, but for us, that they did minister the things which are 
now reported unto us by the preaching of the Gospel.  This was all the satisfaction they received 
in consequence of their earnest searching; and this was sufficient to repress all needless curiosity, 
and to induce them to rest satisfied that the Judge of all the earth would do right.  If all 
succeeding interpreters of the prophecies had been contented with the same information relative 
to the predictions still unaccomplished, we should have had fewer books, and more wisdom.”11 
 
The Lord's answer to that yearning cry of the prophets is given in verse 12: “It was revealed to 
them that they were not serving themselves, but you.”  
 
When we come to the New Testament, we read of such people as Simeon and Anna.  Both 
waited and both rewarded with the revelation. 
 

• 25 “And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, 
looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the 
Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of 
the Law, 28 then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29 ‘Now Lord, You are releasing 
Your bond-servant to depart in peace, According to Your word; 30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation, 
31 Which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE 
GENTILES, And the glory of Your people Israel.’ 33 And His father and mother were amazed at the things 
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which were being said about Him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, ‘Behold, this 
Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed-- 35 and a sword will 
pierce even your own soul--to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed’” (Luke 2:25-35). 
 

• 36 “And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in 
years and had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then as a widow to the age of 
eighty-four. She never left the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers. 38 At that very 
moment she came up and began giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:36-38). 

 
This is what amazes me.  They served without the reward. 
 

IV. The Holy Spirit brings it to us (v. 12b) 
 
“These things . . . now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to 
you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven.” 
 
Peter will bring up this idea again in 2 Peter 1:21, but for now we do well to note the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit in making such truth known. 
 
“By the Holy Spirit is a phrase one might easily overlook but which emphasizes that the 
proclamation of the gospel by men was by or in a power beyond themselves. These preachers 
were vessels used and empowered by the Holy Spirit to proclaim glad tidings. Paul reminded 
the Thessalonians that, “our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in 
the Holy Spirit (1Th 1:5).  To the Corinthians he wrote, “my message and my preaching were 
not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power that your 
faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God (1Co 2:4, 2:5, Ro 1:16; Ro 
15:18, 19).  The Spirit Who used the OT prophets to predict Messiah's coming also used the NT 
preachers to proclaim the fact of His coming, the same Spirit prompting and authenticating the 
message of both.”12 
 
“It was the same Spirit which inspired the prophets which conveyed those truths to the souls of 
the early Christians, and which discloses them to true believers in every age. The object of Peter 
by thus referring to the prophets, and to the interest which they took in the things which those 
to whom he wrote now enjoyed, seems to have been, to impress on them a deep sense of the 
value of the gospel, and of the great privileges, which they enjoyed. They were reaping the 
benefit of all the labors of the prophets. They were permitted to see truth clearly, which the 
prophets themselves saw only obscurely. They were, in many respects, more favored than even 
those holy men had been. It was for them that the prophets had spoken the word of the Lord; 
for them and their salvation that a long line of the most holy men that the world ever saw, had 
lived, and toiled, and suffered; and while they themselves had not been allowed to understand 
the full import of their own predictions, the most humble believer was permitted to see what 
the most distinguished prophet never saw.”13 
 
 

V. The angels love to look into it (v. 12c) 
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The next thing Peter says to highlight the value of our salvation is that angels love to look into 
it. Verse 12 (at the end): “things into which angels long to look.”  
 
“The object of this reference to the angels is the same as that to the prophets. It is to impress on 
Christians a sense of the value of that gospel which they had received, and to show them the 
greatness of their privileges in being, made partakers of it. It had excited the deepest interest 
among the most holy men on earth, and even among the inhabitants of the skies. They were 
enjoying the full revelation of what even the angels had desired more fully to understand, and 
to comprehend which they had employed their great powers of investigation.”14 
 
“Those two words, "long to look," loaded with meaning. You know what the word "long" is? 
Get this one, epithumeo, you know what that word means? To lust in a negative sense. It's 
describing a strong desire, an overpowering impulse. This isn't whimsical. The angels aren't 
saying, "Oh, by the way, wouldn't it be interesting to see what salvation's like?" This is a passion 
with them. This is strong impulse. The term in the form epithumeo here, the term basically 
means an impulse that's not satisfied, a desire that's not fulfilled. And the angels have this 
unsatisfied desire to look into the things of salvation, to look...wonderful word. Do you know 
what it literally means? To stretch forward your head, or to bend down. It's used to describe 
what Peter and John did at the tomb, you remember, when they ran and stooped down and 
looked in, same verb. The angels want to stoop down, get down here and look into this thing. 
They have a driving passion to understand it. Why? Cause they'll never experience it. The holy 
angels never need to be saved, the fallen angels can't be saved. The holy angels are stooping 
down to peer into the reality of salvation in the human world. And I might add to you that may 
be too there are some fallen angels who are wanting to look into salvation in the hope that they 
might receive it, but they never will...they never will.”15 
 
“To stoop down to; the posture of those who are earnestly intent on finding out a thing, 
especially a writing difficult to be read; they bring it to the light, place it so that the rays may fall 
on it as collectively as possible, and then stoop down in order to examine all the parts, that they 
may be able to make out the whole.  There is evidently an allusion here to the attitude of the 
cherubim who stood at the ends of the ark of the covenant, in the inner tabernacle, with their 
eyes turned towards the mercy-seat or propitiatory in a bending posture, as if looking 
attentively, or, as we term it, poring upon it.  Even the holy angels are struck with astonishment 
at the plan of human redemption, and justly wonder at the incarnation of that infinite object of 
their adoration.  If then these things be objects of deep consideration to the angels of God, how 
much more so should they be to us; in them angels can have no such interest as human beings 
have.”16 
 
Angels lie outside of God’s redemptive activity, yet find such work and display breathtaking. 
 
“Peter’s point is this: if angels get excited about our salvation, how much more should we. If 
angels love to look at the work of God in saving sinners like us, how much more should we who 
are the very beneficiaries of that salvation (not just onlookers) love to look into it and be thankful 
for it and say with Peter, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. . .”17  
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“Wuest adds that, ‘the angels peer into the mysteries of Church truth from beside it, like the 
cherubim bending over the Mercy Seat where man has access to God through a substitutionary 
sacrifice that cleanses him from sin. They are not participants in the salvation but spectators of 
it.’”18 
 
“Stop and think for a moment that here we find the angels with all their associated glory and 
yet Peter says that their eyes are continually fixed on the earth.”19 
 
“The point made is thus simple yet powerful-each believer is in a more privileged position than 
the Old Testament prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel, more privileged than 
even David and Moses, as our Lord Himself taught (Luke 10:24). The wonder of this position is 
confirmed, so the epistle argues in the second place, by the fact that angels yearn to examine the 
glories of this privilege. When these tandem truths are assimilated, there is no room for 
complacency. This section challenges all believers to meditate on the absolute wonder of being 
saved, and, besides being an exercise in worshipful thanksgiving, the epistle will use this as the 
basis for its appeal to sanctified Christian living.”20  
 
When my son and daughter were born, I watched as my wife fought the great fight and gave 
birth to our children.  I stood by helpless to do anything, but was fully engaged with rapt 
attention.  I wept at her pain and cried at the victory.  As base and raw as is a birth, it is 
something we speak of with awe and touch on such topics as holy ground.  There is in those 
moments praise, honor, and glory.  Let us take that same idea and transfer it over into our 
spiritual birth.  I, as a man, cannot comprehend the birthing of a child.  No more than angels 
can comprehend the redemption of man, yet with rapt attention they are fully engaged as they 
see the great battle take place in the birthing of a sinners into the family of God.  Of this our 
text speaks.  Moreover, we should be silent with awe and then dance with joy at new birth. 
 
Think about how tremendous the first nine verses are in 1 Peter 1.  God is a God of great mercy 
and massive grace.  Because of who He is, He saves sinners.  He gives to the rebel a living 
hope, an imperishable inheritance and a certain future. This is reserved in heaven for you and 
protected by the power of God.  Although we will face storms, we will make the harbor.  The 
prophets spoke of this and angels look intensely into it.  It is worth centuries of search and this 
is what we have in front of us.  May God cause our deaf ears and blind eyes to hear and see the 
glory of Christ in the saving of sinners. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
Salvation is the grace of God, and the grace of God is wrapped in and flowing from the suffering 
and glory of Jesus.  The angelic realms were aware of the Story, but sat outside the Story.  This 
is why Paul speaks of the church being a witness to these celestial bodies (Eph. 3:10). 
 
Do you remember when you came to know Jesus and how thrilled and overwhelmed you were 
with gratitude?  Are you still there?  Part of your problem is not staying in the Word or 
perhaps you’re not attending a gospel-saturated and gospel-celebrating church.  Friend, let us 
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come, see, then go, and tell. 
 

1. How does Peter describe salvation in verse 10? 
2. What were the prophets desirous of knowing (v. 11)? 
3. Notice the two descriptions of Jesus in verse 11.  To what do they speak? 
4. Notice the future element found throughout this passage, “the glory to follow” (v. 11).  There 

is a future installment and hope to our present and now salvation. 
5. What does verse 12 tell us? 
6. Notice the link between the prophets who prophesied (v. 10) and those who currently preach 

the gospel to you (v. 12).  What does this tell us? 
7. Notice the activity of angels in verse 12.  Why would the angels be desirous of knowing about 

redemption?  The word “desire” is the Greek word epithumeo.  It is often translated “lust.”  
The word is neutral.  Its morality is attached to the object sought. 

8. Read the following passages (Gen. 49:10; Dan. 2:44; Haggai 2:7; Zech. 6:12; Matt. 13:17; Luke 
10:24; 24:25-27, 44; Acts 3:22-24; 7:52; 10:43; 13:27-29; 28:23; 2 Peter 1:19-21).  Does it not become 
apparent how Jesus is the theme of the biblical Story? 
 

1 http://www.desiringgod.org/sermons/what-the-prophets-sought-and-angels-desired  
2 http://www.gty.org/resources/sermons/60-9/the-greatness-of-our-salvation  
3 A.T. Robertson’s’ NT Word Pictures on 1 Peter 1:10. 
4 The five statements are from Pastor John Piper.  http://www.desiringgod.org/sermons/what-the-prophets-
sought-and-angels-desired  
5 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on 1 Peter 1:10. 
6 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on 1 Peter 1:10. 
7 http://www.preceptaustin.org/1_peter_110-121.htm  
8 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on 1 Peter 1:10. 
9 A.T. Robertson’s’ NT Word Pictures on 1 Peter 1:11. 
10 http://www.preceptaustin.org/1_peter_110-121.htm 
11 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on 1 Peter 1:12. 
12 http://www.preceptaustin.org/1_peter_110-121.htm 
13 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on 1 Peter 1:12. 
14 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on 1 Peter 1:12. 
15 http://www.gty.org/resources/sermons/60-9/the-greatness-of-our-salvation 
16 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on 1 Peter 1:12. 
17 http://www.desiringgod.org/sermons/what-the-prophets-sought-and-angels-desired  
18 Wuest, K. S. Wuest's Word Studies from the Greek New Testament: Eerdmans or Logos  
19 http://www.preceptaustin.org/1_peter_110-121.htm 
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