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Date:  April 13, 2014 
Title:  “Holiness, Salvation’s Fruit” 
Text:  1 Peter 1:13-23 
 
Introduction:  
As with any passage of Scripture, we need to ask ourselves why Peter wrote this paragraph.  
What is his intended meaning? 
 
This text is a tremendous passage.  Almost without exception we read it as individuals and not 
as community.  It is a difficult idea, but although we are saved individually, we are not saved 
in isolation.  Our conversion always has the community as its consequence.  First, the call to 
holiness is always working from holiness not for holiness.  Thus, you are holy.  Second, 
holiness is a community event.  Salvation places us into a community of kindred spirits.  
Third, even if you are living an unholy life [i.e. selfish life], the community is holy.  Fourth, the 
gathering protects us from living selfish lives.  Finally, when you live a selfish life you are 
negatively affecting the community.   
 
Thus, in approaching this passage, work against making it individual and think more in the 
corporate sense.  Equally, think about your own life.  Are you living a selfish life, a life of 
separation and individualism, or are you part of this believing community?  You need not drill 
down any deeper than that. 
 
This text has collision between the indicative and the imperative.  Again, the indicative is like 
the diagnosis and the imperative is then the prognosis.  Everything comes out of the diagnosis.  
No prognosis exists where there is not first a diagnosis.  You cannot die from an illness you do 
not have.  Holiness is the prognosis of God’s election that is the consequence of His great mercy 
and immense grace. 
 
We think of a text like Hebrews 12:4, “Without holiness no one shall see God,” and then 
work/strive to become holy.  Yet Peter tells us we are already a holy nation (1 Peter 2:9).   
 
Holiness is one of those words that sets me on edge because of what I perceive to be its abuse.  
Yet holiness is another way of saying exiles, foreigners or aliens.  We are not of this world.  We 
are in the world, but not of the world.  A consequence of God’s desire was His election of us 
resulting in our exiled status (1 Peter 1:1, 2).  This text does not dismiss our “need” to live 
righteous lives.  However, righteousness is the consequence of our exiled status.  Our 
behavior does not make us exiles.  We are exiles by election therefore, we are not like the world.   
 
For example, if we were born in the Midwest of America and found ourselves living in an Islamic 
country, we might dress like those from where we reside.  But we should not think like them 
or structure our lives based on their set of beliefs.  There should be a clear line in our thinking 
between those who follow Jesus and those who follow Muhammad.  The bigger thought is “are 
you of the woman’s seed or that of the serpent’s?”  This text does not say we should not dress 
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like them.  This text does say we should not think like them.  A consequence of our thinking 
is behavior.  Nevertheless, behavior does not drive our thinking.  For example, if my behavior 
is immoral, then my thinking is wrong.  Moreover, if my thinking is wrong, then perhaps I am 
not an alien to this world.  In addition, if I am not an alien, then perhaps I am not one of God’s 
elect. 
 

Peter’s exhortation is for us to live as people of the Seed Promise.  If you believe Jesus, you are.  
If you do not believe Jesus, you are still of the serpent’s seed.  It is no more complex or difficult 
than that. 
 

Our discussion of holiness almost always hammers on what we should not do and seldom 
speaks of holiness in the context of the community. I am concerned about your addictions only 
in so far that addictions have no intrinsic happy ending.  There is no rest in sin.  There is no 
freedom in sin.  Joy, rest and freedom are only found in Jesus. 
 

“Many of you have heard me say that when the early Christians went out to spread the Christian 
message, they always began by announcing good news, not by giving good advice. It’s not that 
they never gave good advice; it’s just that they were very clear about the proper order of things. 
Speaking grammatically, we might say that they always put the indicatives before the imperatives 
– the announcements before the commands. Before telling people what God wanted them to do, 
they first announced the wonderful news of what God has done for us in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus.  Our passage from 1 Peter today contains a lot of imperatives: we have 
commands like ‘be holy’ and ‘fear God’ and ‘love one another’. Peter makes no apology for this, 
and I don’t want to apologize for it either. But what we often miss is that this text is also full of 
indicatives: joyful announcements of what God has done for us. I want to emphasize this today 
by asking, ‘What sort of a people are we - we Christians, that is? What does Peter tell us about 
ourselves in this passage?’ Three main ideas dominate this reading: we are a newborn people, a 
liberated people, and a people living in exile.”1 
 

“Many interpreters of this epistle see vv. 3-9 as the indicative of the gospel and vv. 13-25 as the 
imperatives of the gospel. It may be clearer to say that when Peter calls on his readers to take up 
the life of the baptized he majors in making the indicative known. The imperatives of Christian 
living are almost drowned out by his emphasis on the indicatives of grace. The indicative words 
of grace in the text today are in vv. 15, 18, 21, 23. We will need to explicate these powerful 
indicative words for our congregation. God's speaks words over us and it is so! Our world is 
changed. We are new people. And then we move to the imperatives of the gospel: 13, 14, 22. The 
call to neighbor love in v. 22 is probably the most important of the imperatives.”2 
 

I have heard this text used multiple times to call the people of God to a holy lifestyle.  It is a 
lifestyle marked by self-restraint and abstinence.  Yet, this is not the primary intent of the text.  
The text assures God’s people they are obedient children and have purified their souls through 
believing/obeying the gospel.  The consequence of new birth is alien status.  God’s people are 
set apart.  What they look like individually is not necessarily the point.  What they look like 
corporately is. 
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Outline: 
 
During a wedding ceremony, there is always a point when the officiate says: “I now pronounce 
you husband and wife.” This word does what it says! The leader indicates that something new 
has come into being through the instrumentality of a spoken word.  Here is the fact of the 
matter.  The experience is yet to happen, but the experience will not change the fact. 
 
I. The exhortation to holiness (vv. 13-16). 
 

• 13 “Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to 
be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the 
former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy 
yourselves also in all your behavior; 16 because it is written, ‘YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY’” (1 
Pet. 1:13-16). 

 
The opening statement pushes us back into the preceding thought.  “Peter has just outlined the 
gospel of God's grace to his readers [vv. 1-12] and now he encourages them to be what they are 
[vv. 13-23].”3 
 
[Prepare your minds for action] “Grk ‘binding up the loins of your mind,’ a figure of speech drawn 
from the Middle Eastern practice of gathering up long robes around the waist to prepare for 
work or action.”4 
 
 
 
There is a tone of earnestness and urgency. It is of interest to note how grace once more plays a 
predominate part at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  It is of interest when we compare the 
thought of grace in verse 13 with the thought of judgment in verse 17.  It the contrast intentional 
or is there something else at play? 
 
Verse 13 sets the tone.  There is urgency and action, but it is an urgency and action that is fixed 
on the grace coming at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  It is not saying, “Prepare for the judgment 
to come,” bur rather “prepare for the grace to come.”  When Jesus appears it will not be to deal 
with my sin (Heb. 9:28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will 
appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.)5  
I know that when He appears I will be like Him for I will see Him as He is (1 John 3:1-3).  This 
does not mean the exhortation of verse 13 is neutralized, but it does mean I need not wonder or 
be anxious as to whether or not I am measuring up or if I will “make it.” 
 
Verse 14 assures his audience of their obedient status and how they are no longer what they 
once were.  First Peter 1:14 uses the noun epithumia.  He uses the same word in 1 Peter 2:11; 
4:2, 3; 2 Peter 1:4; 2:10, 18 and 3:3.  Epithumia is a passion word.  What role does our emotion 
play in our Christianity?  Notice how our position of holiness/exiles cause us to be holy/exiles 
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in this world.  Why are we holy (vv. 15, 16)?  Our elect status and sanctifying work of the Holy 
Spirit (1:1, 2) causes us to be aliens, foreigners, and separated [i.e. holy].  Being blameless and 
spotless is the consequence of being in Christ (v. 19).  Who he is makes us become who we are. 
 

A. The text presupposes salvation. 
 
Salvation is the diagnosis.  Preparing your minds for action is the prognosis.  Although we 
often drill down individually and make this about “us,” how do we turn this into community? 
 

B. The invitation 
 
What Peter says is the positive and negative sides of one coin.  Since we believe, we are not 
conformed.  And those who are of the world, do not believe. 
 

a. Positively stated (v. 13, 14a) 
 
The three statements are synonymous.  They are not depicting separate actions.  Together 
their intent is for the hearer to focus attention and energy on the grace that is to come.   
 
To place this thought in our common imagery we would say, “Roll up your sleeves.”  
Unfortunately, when we read, “Roll up your sleeves.”  We typically follow with “and get to 
work.”  The work in holiness is to believe the gospel of grace.  There is nothing for us to do 
but believe the work of another is enough. 
 
Peter is not addressing disobedient children, but obedient [hupakoe].  The obedient are those 
who “hear.” 
 

• “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto 
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied” (1 Pet. 
1:2). 
 

• “As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance” (1 Pet. 
1:14). 
 

• “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently” (1 Pet. 1:22). 
 

• “Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are 
not afraid with any amazement” (1 Pet. 3:6). {daughters: Gr. children} 

 
The disobedient [apeitheo] are noted as those who do not believe.  The disobedient are the 
unbelieving. 
 

• “Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which 
the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner” (1 Pet. 2:7). {precious: or, an honour} 
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• “And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being 
disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed” (1 Pet. 2:8). 
 

• “Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may 
without the word be won by the conversation of the wives” (1 Pet. 3:1). 
 

• “Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water” (1 Pet. 3:20). 
 

• “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall 
the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?” (1 Pet. 4:17). 

 

Friends, I understand the basic principle behind obedience and disobedience.   However, when 
we read the text, in this Letter, the obedient are believers and the disobedient are unbelievers.  
Christians, even those who find themselves trapped by an addiction, are obedient.  Otherwise, 
they are not Christians.  If we are going to start labeling people as obedient or disobedient, then 
we need to speak of them as believers or unbelievers. 
 
In Peter’s letter, obedience is based on believing in Jesus and hearing Jesus.  Do I want you to 
obey Jesus?  This is the wrong question.  The right question is, “Do you believe in Jesus?” 
 

b. Negatively stated (v. 14b) 
 
Do not go back to what you once were.  Do not allow yourself to think your identity lies in the 
old nature.  What you once were, you no longer are, but still have. 
 
The word “conform” is graphic.  It means “conform to the same pattern.”  It is the word from 
which we get our English word “schematic [suschematizo].”  The unbelieving world follows a 
certain schematic.  That schematic was birthed in the Garden and has been followed ever since 
the initial rebellion against God.  The Serpent’s Seed wages war against the Seed of the Woman. 
 
It is only used twice in the NT.  Here and in Romans 12:1, 2. 
 

1 “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which 
is good and acceptable and perfect. 3 For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not 
to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God 
has allotted to each a measure of faith. 4 For just as we have many members in one body and all the members 
do not have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members 
one of another. 6 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise 
them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; 7 if service, in his serving; or he who 
teaches, in his teaching; 8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, 
with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is 
evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in 
honor; 11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, persevering 
in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality. 14 Bless 
those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those 
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who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the 
lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation. 17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is 
right in the sight of all men. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 19 Never 
take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘VENGEANCE IS 
MINE, I WILL REPAY,’ says the Lord. 20 ‘BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS 
THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS 
HEAD.’ 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:1-21, NAS95). 

 
This text is marvelous.  Do not act like the unbelieving.  The issue is one of isolation, greed, 
selfishness and individualism.  The believing live in community.  How might I serve, how 
might I help, how might I live in community and for the body?  This is what Peter tells us in 
verse 22.  And this is what Paul tells us (Rom. 13:8) and this is what John tells us (1 John 3:22, 
23) and this is what Jesus tells us (John 13:34, 35). 
 
The root word [schema] is also used twice in the NT (1 Cor. 7:31; Philippians 2:8). 
 

“And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away” (1 Cor. 7:31). 
 
“And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8). 

 
I know we like to drill down and speak in specifics, but there is a bigger picture coloring the 
entire idea.  It is captured in the two elements of the Seed Promise and the devil’s onslaught 
against it. 
 

C. The Reason (v. 15, 16) 
 
Verse 15 begins with a strong contrasting conjunction.  What we once were in Adam (v. 14), we 
no longer are in Christ (vv. 15, 16).  The thought of holiness is relational.  God is; we are.  The 
call to holiness is the same as the call to righteousness.  We have His righteousness imputed to 
us and we have His holiness imputed to us. 
 
Who God is makes us what we are.  We can no more stop the outcome of our holiness than we 
can stop God from being holy. 
 
The idea in 1:1 of being elect and aliens is the outcome of God being holy.  His holiness or 
apartness results in our holiness or apartness.  His choice of us makes us holy, elect, and aliens.  
If we do not read this text in its context, we will start running down rabbit holes.  God wants 
our behavior to reflect Jesus.  This is not an issue of clothing, music, politics, etc.  It is an issue 
of selfishness and isolation versus generosity and community.   
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II. The basis for holiness (vv. 17-19) 
 

• 17 “If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one's work, conduct 
yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with 
perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with 
precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ” (1 Pet. 1:17-19). 

 
The basis for the exhortation is the person and work of Jesus Christ.  His death makes you holy.  
If you dismiss His death, fear God as the one who can and will separate you from Him forever.  
If you embrace His death, stand in awe and live humbly in this life. 
 
“At the beginning of verse 1 Peter 1:17, the ‘if’ of the New American Standard Bible is rightly 
rendered ‘since’ by the New International Version: ‘Since you call on a Father who judges each 
man’s work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear.’ The problem with 
their translation is the translator’s omission of the very important word ‘and’ which is found in 
the NASB: ‘And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each 
man’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay upon earth.’ The best of 
both translations would catch the positive emphasis of both: ‘And since you call on a Father who 
judges each man’s work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear.’ The “and” 
is very important as it clearly links verses 1 Peter 1:17-21 to the two major commands Peter set 
down in verses 1 Peter 1:13-17: ‘Fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ (verse 13).’ ‘Be holy yourselves also in all your behavior (verse 15).’ 
Verse 21 shows us that the theme of hope is still in Peter’s mind. The fear Peter calls for is the 
other side of hope, and it is a strong motivation for living a holy life. Thus we have the “and” at 
the beginning of verse 17. Peter’s final words in verse 21 are ‘faith’ and ‘hope.’ Not surprisingly, 
his subject in 1:22-2:3 is love, a love linked to the Word of God.”6 
 
Verse 17 makes a statement of fact.  Since you are His obedient children and He is your 
impartial judge, live in a manner consistent with both. 
 
“I expect you’re surprised to hear Peter encouraging us to fear God. We’ve often heard that this 
is an Old Testament concept, which Jesus and his apostles have thrown out. But I would like to 
suggest to you that an enormous number of people today do live in fear – not the fear of God, 
but the fear of the opinions of others. We crave the acceptance and approval of others, and we 
dread their rejection and disapproval. When Peter encourages us to fear God, what he’s saying 
is ‘Decide now whose good opinion matters more to you – the world’s, or God’s’. There’s an old 
Anglican hymn with this line in it: ‘Fear him, ye saints, and you will then have nothing else to 
fear’. In other words, Peter is encouraging us to play our lives for an audience of one – God. We 
want to grow to the point where his applause is the only applause that ultimately matters to 
us.”7 
 
The fear of God is perhaps like the respect we give to power tools.  Power tools are great 
resources, but if one is not cautious, they can harm you.  Our fear of God is not to neglect our 
immersion in the Story.  Those who live in absence of the Story, live dangerous lives.  
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Fortunately, Christians are marked as those who do live in the Story of God.  The unbelieving 
do not. 
 

A. An impartial judge (v. 17) 
 
The standard God judges us against will not change for anyone.  Moreover, there is only one 
standard, perfection.  Moreover, there is only one perfect work, Jesus.  What benchmark does 
God have?  Perfection!  To say you have tried your best and God will accept this as if you are 
a child returning from kindergarten with a picture covered with your scribbles is to cheapen 
Law.  God has a different benchmark then you and me. 
 
Our Father is our judge.  Just because He is our Father, does not dismiss or diminish His role 
as judge.  However, because we are in Christ, Jesus fully answer the judgment against us. 
 
The desire is not to diffuse the weight of this text, but to see it in light of the gospel.  Many will 
say, “Hold it, does not this text tell me to fear God as my judge?”  My short answer is, “Yes.”  
Nevertheless, this text has a context and it is the context that determines meaning. 
 
The work we must have is believing in Jesus (John 6:28, 29). 
 

• 28 “Therefore they said to Him, ‘What shall we do, so that we may work the works of God?’ 29 Jesus 
answered and said to them, ‘This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent’” (John 
6:28, 29). 

 
It is the same idea captured by the apostle John in his first Letter (1 John 3:21-24). 
 

• 21 “Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22 and whatever we ask we 
receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight. 23 

This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, 
just as He commanded us. 24 The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We 
know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us” (1 John 3:21-24). 

 
The Scripture is clear, we will be judged according to our works.  Yet, Paul enables us to see 
how our works can neither justify nor sanctify.  The work we do is not meritorious.  Our work 
is the fruit of the Spirit or the work of the flesh.  If the only offering we have is one of the flesh, 
we are lost.  If our work is the fruit of the Spirit, we are saved.  The work of faith is to believe 
in Jesus and love one another.  God’s design is not for us to become fruit inspectors, but to live 
loving Him.  The Christian life does not focus on the work of the redeemed, but on the work of 
the redeemer.  The attention is never on what I do, but on what He does.  However, I do, 
because He does.  It is really that simply.  I do not worry or fret or become anxious as to 
whether or not I’ve done enough.  The entire Christian enterprise rests solely and singularly on 
Jesus.  When you believe that, you are free. 
 
In light of who God is and what He demands, we should tremble . . . but for the work of another. 
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B. A spotless lamb (vv. 18, 19) 
 
Whatever verse 17 says is in the context of vv. 18, 19.  Everyone is judged against this standard.  
Nothing else is acceptable.  Verse 18 reminds us there is nothing we can bring to salvation’s 
table. 
 
If you are not resting on the finished work of Jesus Christ, then fear God as judge.  The person 
and work of Jesus Christ is the basis for holiness.  If this is so, why the warning?  The 
“warning” is similar to Paul in Ephesians 4:1 when he invites the Ephesian believer to walk 
worthy of their calling.  By the time we get to Ephesians 5:5, he warns them against living 
godless lives for such people will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
When we stand before God, we will be judged for our works.  If we rely on the works of our 
flesh, we will perish.  If we rely on the fruit of the Spirit, we will be saved.  We have to put 
verse 17 in the context of 1:13, the statement in 1:18, 19 and 5:10.  God’s mercy and grace is the 
context for this judgment.  Those who refuse it are lost.  Those who accept it are saved. 
 
Although the text appears to diminish God as Father and elevate His position as judge and thus 
calls me to live a fearful life because my works will be evaluated, I have no fear.  I know my 
works will be judged in the Day of Judgment.  In that Day I will stand on the work of another. 
Everything produced by my old nature will receive is rightful wage and everything done by the 
new nature will equally receive its righteous reward. 
 
[v. 18ff] “The following verses string together some traditions, which probably reflect the 
language of worship.”8 
 
Our redemption is unattainable by our own works, thus I must not see the evaluation of work 
by the judge as a fearful thing if I am agreeing with Him concerning His Story.   
 
The focus of the NT is not on the work of the redeemed, but on the work of the redeemer.  What 
Jesus did makes you holy.  You cannot make yourself holy.  Be who you are, and you can 
never be anything other than what you are. 
 
III. The certainty of holiness (vv. 20-23) 
 

• 20 “For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the 
sake of you 21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, 
so that your faith and hope are in God. 22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a 
sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 23 for you have been born again not 
of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God” (1 
Pet. 1:20-23). 
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The blood of Jesus is the basis for new birth and both guarantee the outcome of holiness, not just 
positional holiness, but practical holiness.  I am holy because He is holy and I cannot undo what 
He has done. 
 

A. The incarnation in Story (v. 20) 
 

Notice how Peter in verse 20 reflects back on the idea noted in verses 10-12.  Notice how 
personal Peter makes the incarnation, “but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you” 
(v. 20).   
 
“Verse 20: This verse is probably a fragment from an ancient creed or hymn: 2 Timothy 1:9-10 
says “This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now been 
revealed through the appearing of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel”. [NJBC]”9 
 
The “He was” refers back to verses 18 and 19.  Before the foundation of the world God’s 
redemptive plan was put in play.  Everything comes back to suffering and glory.  Because we 
believe in God and have faith and hope in God and are obedient to the truth, our souls are 
purified and we have love one for another from the heart. 
 
Because we are born again and this seed is imperishable and living and enduring, what God has 
promised will not fail to come to completion. 
 

B. The origin and outcome of faith (vv. 21, 22). 
 
Notice verse 21, “Through Him are believers.”  Is there salvation apart from Jesus? 
 
“The almost creedal formulation in 1:20-21 takes an event in Jerusalem and makes it the world's 
myth, that is, its story-to-live-by. Beyond the love poured out from Galilee to Jerusalem, faith 
sees the movement of God in the world of the spirit, saying yes, acclaiming this apparent shame 
in the world's terms as the moment worthy of glory. This kind of God lies behind it and is the 
focus of our faith. Notice how 1:20-21 makes faith in God the purpose of the action. 1:22-23 then 
bring us back to holiness. This holiness does not find its model in wealth and power. God is not 
the chaplain to the imperial system then or now, despite repeated attempts at cooption. The 
model is the slain lamb and the concrete outcome: mutual love. You'd have thought that being 
born again by the living and lasting word of God could do better than that!”10 
 
“v22. Given that Peter's readers have committed themselves to the gospel and are even now 
being renewed by the indwelling Spirit of Christ, Peter goes on to encourage them to stretch 
themselves in the business of brotherly love, v22-25. v23. Peter's exhortation to love rests on his 
readers having obeyed the truth. This obviously refers to their having believed the gospel. Thus 
"purified" and "born again" (forgiven and quickened) they can now love. This gospel, "the living 
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and enduring word of God", is an "imperishable seed" which gives life to those who believe in 
it.”11 
 

C. The Word and New Birth (v. 23) 
 
Because the Word is living, enduring, and imperishable, it produces a living, enduring, and 
imperishable “fruit” / New Birth. 
 
What is the consequence of new birth in verse 22?  How does this reflect the great 
commandment of Matthew 22:34-40 and John’s word in 1 John 4:20?  How is it possible that we 
can truly love one another (v. 23)?  Is it possible to love the Church of Jesus apart from new 
birth (vv. 22, 23)?  Notice how God’s seed causes us to be born-again.  Read 1 John 3:4-10.  
What are the consequences of God’s seed remaining in us?  That is what this text speaks to.  In 
what “package/sack” is this found.  What might this tell us about our attendance to the Word 
of God (cf. 1 Tim. 4:13)? 
 
The Word of God speaks of the seed that produces new birth.  This seed is in the Seed Promise.  
There is no new birth apart from Jesus.  Verse 23 fits equally with this paragraph and what 
follows in 1 Peter 2:1-3. 
 
This text speaks of “personal” holiness as a fruit from a very specific seed.  God’s seed produces 
God’s fruit.  No other fruit is possible.  I am fond of butternut squash.  When you plant 
butternut squash from a butternut packet of seeds, you get the “fruit” of butternut squash.  
Once, I had the experience of receiving seeds identified as acorn squash from another individual.  
The seed did not come from a packet but from a crop of acorn.  Unbeknownst to me, the seed 
had been cross-pollinated by zucchini.  No one knew.  It was not evident until the crop came.  
The acorn squash looked like zucchini, but had acorn qualities.  They were neither acorn nor 
zucchini.  They were something else.  Often we describe believers as neither acorns nor 
zucchinis, but something else.  Yet, when God plants a seed, the consequences of that seed, the 
fruit is inevitable and certain.  If the seed does not germinate, there are bigger issues at play.   
 
Holiness is the fruit of God’s seed.  Holiness is salvation’s fruit. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Are you born again?  Do you believe the truth about yourself and about God? 
2. Do you accept and receive His holiness as your own? 
3. Are you living in light of His Story? 
4. Perhaps you are living a selfish life.  Perhaps you live in isolation of the believing 

community.  Friend, God designed you for community.  It is within the community, we 
live holy lives. 
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