
 
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship 

where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine 

monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 

asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  4/27/2014 
Title:  “God’s Living Word” 
Text:  1 Peter 1:22-2:3 
Theme: Because the Word is living and life giving, God will have the last word. 
 
Introduction:  
 
“As I consider this passage, I am deeply impressed with the supreme importance Peter places 
on the revealed Word of God. It is the Word of God which the Spirit of God employs to bring 
about our new birth. It is also the “milk of the Word” which produces spiritual growth. The 
Scriptures are supremely important to the believer.”1 
 
Verses 24 and 25 expand/explain what Peter just said in verse 23.  This enduring Word spoken 
of by the Prophets (vv. 10-12) is the very Word brought by Peter and others and is preached to 
his audience.   
 

1. As with any passage of Scripture, we need to ask ourselves why Peter wrote this 
paragraph.  What is his intended meaning? 

2. How is the Word described in 1:23-25? 
3. What is the consequence of this new birth (2:1)? 
4. How does 2:1 tie into 1:15? 
5. We are not commanded to long for the Word.  We do long for the Word.  It is 

descriptive, not prescriptive.  There is a natural appetite for the Word for those born-
again. 

6. Why are we turned toward the Word of God (v. 2)? 
7. What does verse 3 do for us? 

 
It is impossible to dismiss or diminish the role of the written Word in our lives.  The Word of 
God reveals to us the seed through which we are born-again.  It is what makes us wise unto 
salvation (cf. 2 Tim. 3:15-17).  There is no Christian life apart from the Word of God.  The 
conclusion Peter comes to in 2:3 is those who have tasted the kindness of God [i.e. His great 
mercy (1 Peter 1:3) and who are born again feed on the Word of God.  The two are inseparably 
linked. 
 
The outcome of rejecting this Word becomes evident in 1 Peter 2:4-10. 
 
“Peter’s words in 1:22–2:3 are a part of a whole, although the chapter divisions imposed upon 
this text do not help us see them as a whole. The central theme uniting these verses is the Word 
of God. The Word is referred to as ‘the truth’ (1:22), the ‘seed’ by which we were born again 
(1:23), the ‘living and abiding word of God’ (1:23), the ‘word of the Lord’ (1:25), the ‘word which 
was preached to you’ (1:25), and the ‘pure milk of the word’ (2:2).  The passage we are studying 
has two primary commands: (1) ‘Fervently love one another from the heart’ (1:22), and (2) ‘Long 
for the pure milk of the word’ (2:2).  While 1:22-25 and 2:1-3 all deal with the subject of the 
Word of God, each has a different emphasis. In 1:22-25, the Word is the ‘seed’ by which we have 
been born again, by which we have become Christians. In 2:1-3, the Word is the ‘milk’ by which 
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we grow as Christians. Our passage addresses the relationship of the Word of God to the mutual 
love of believers toward one another. In 1:22-25, Peter appeals to the eternal nature of the Word 
of God to show that the love of believers should be eternal. In 2:1-3, Peter appeals to the nurture 
of the Word of God, which results in the growth of the saints and promotes love toward one 
another.”2 
 
Outline: 
 

The truth in verse 22 is the Word of God in verse 23.  Obedience to the truth in verses 22 believes 
the Word of God.  Loving one another is the outworking of new birth (v. 22).  Because this is 
true, put off the old and continue to put on the new.  Such behavior produces growth in respect 
to salvation (2:2).  All of this is true and descriptive of new birth if you are born again (2:3).  
Our tendency is to emphasize the negative and not enjoy the positive. 
 

It is of interest to read the language of tasting (2:3) and longing for the pure milk of the Word 
(2:2). 
 

There are two imperatives, loving (1:22) and longing (2:2).  Both are directly tied to the Word 
of God.  Both are a consequence of new birth.  We will explore the source and see the outcome. 
 

I. The Word preached (v. 25) 
 
Peter uses the word euaggelizo meaning, “To announce good news” in three verses (1:12, 25; 
4:6).  In 1 Peter 5:12 he will speaks of what he has “written to them briefly, exhorting and 
testifying that what he wrote is the true grace of God.” 
 

• “It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have 
been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from 

heaven--things into which angels long to look” (1 Pet. 1:12). 
 

• “BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURES FOREVER. And this is the word which was preached to 
you” (1 Pet. 1:25). 
 

• “For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they are 
judged in the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God” (1 Pet. 4:6). 

 
Peter refers to what is written and that he writes (1:16).  There is a body of information that calls 
us and to which we are pulled in. 
 
The word “exhort” is parakaleo.  He uses it in three verses (2:11; 5:1, 12). 
 

• “Dearly beloved, I [urge] you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the 
soul” (1 Pet. 2:11). 
 

• “The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, 
and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed” (1 Pet. 5:1). 
 

• “By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that 
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this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand” (1 Pet. 5:12). 
 

The word testify is epimatureo.  It is the word “witness.”  Each of these actions have content.  
They have a subject preached, a subject written of, a subject urged, and a subject testified.   The 
subject matter preached is “the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow” (1 Peter 1:11). 
 
Peter calls this the gospel (1:12; 4:6, 17). 
 

• “It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have 
been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-
-things into which angels long to look” (1 Pet. 1:12). 
 

• “For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they are 
judged in the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God” (1 Pet. 4:6). 
 

• “For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be 
the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?” (1 Pet. 4:17). 

 
Four adjectives define the Word preached. 
 

A. The Word preached is an imperishable Word (vv. 23, 24) 
 

• “to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven 
for you” (1 Pet. 1:4). 
 

• “for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living 
and enduring word of God” (1 Pet. 1:23). 
 

• “but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, 
which is precious in the sight of God” (1 Pet. 3:4). 

 

Peter creates a contrast between seed that is perishable and the Seed of God that is not.  It is a 
word which does not decay.   
 

B. The Word preached is a living Word 
 

• “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Pet. 1:3). 
 

• “for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living 
and enduring word of God” (1 Pet. 1:23). 
 

• 4 “And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in 
the sight of God, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:4, 5). 
 

• “and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 25 For you were continually straying like sheep, but 
now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls” (1 Pet. 2:24). 
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• 5 “but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For the gospel has for 
this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they are judged in the flesh as men, 
they may live in the spirit according to the will of God” (1 Pet. 4:5, 6). 

 
To say it is a living word speaks to its life giving properties.  It is the living God speaking 
through the living Word giving life to the dead. 
 
“Which liveth and abideth (zôntos kai menontos). These present active participles (from zaô 
and menô) can be taken with theou (God) or with logou (word).  In verse 1Pe 1:25 menei is used 
with rêma (word).”3 
 

C. The Word preached is an enduring Word (vv. 23b-25) 
 
Meno is a common word used by the apostle John.  Peter uses it twice in his first Letter (vv. 23, 
25).  To endure is to abide and to remain.  The Word of God is without corruption, imparts 
life, and remains. 
 
You have to take this Word and preach it.  This is our endeavor as people of the resurrection. 
 
Quotation from Isa 40:6-8 (partly like the LXX, partly like the Hebrew). For (dioti). As in verse 
1Pe 1:16 (dia and hoti), "for that." So in 1Pe 2:6. See a free use of this imagery about the life of 
man as grass and a flower in Jas 1:11. 
 

D. The Word preached is a pure Word (2:2). 
 
“The Greek word here (adolon) means, properly, that which is without guile or falsehood; then 
unadulterated, pure, genuine.”4 
 
The imagery is that of a newborn baby craving the milk of the mother.  It is pure in that it comes 
directly from the mother.  The milk is trustworthy. 
 

II. The Word believed/obeyed (v. 22) 
 
Yet, not only do we preach the Word, but also this same word is to be believed/obeyed.  We 
must hear the good news of the gospel. It is not a message of self-help or moral reformation.  It 
is a message giving life to the dead and light to the dark. 
 
“Verses 22-25 contain one central command, supported by two explanatory phrases.27 The 
command is to ‘love one another.’ The two phrases are: ‘having purified your souls’ (1:22) and 
‘having been born again’ (1:23). In verse 22, Peter commands the saints to love one another. This 
love is described as fervent and proceeding from the heart. The basis for such love is obedience 
to the truth by which the saints have purified their souls, resulting in a sincere love for the 
brethren. We shall now explore this in greater detail.”5 
 
The outcome of believing is noted. 
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A. The Word believed purifies the soul (v. 22a) 

 
Hagnizo – one time in 1 Peter (1:22). 
Hagnos – one time in 1 Peter (3:2). 
Hagios – six verses in 1 Peter (Holy Ghost, 1:12, [God is holy], 1:15; holy priesthood, 2:5; holy 
nation, 2:9; holy women, 3:5).   
 
The word purify comes from the same word meaning holy and to make holy is to be set apart.  
God is holy and His people are to be holy . . . and they are holy (1:16). 
 
Believing purifies one’s soul. 
 

B. The Word believed produces fervent love one for another from the heart (v. 22b) 
 
The first of two commands is loving one another.  The second is longing in 2:2.  The saved soul 
loves others.  Peter uses the same word family in 4:8. 
 
“The effect of the influence of the Holy Spirit in applying the truth has been to produce sincere 
love to all who are true Christians.”6 
 

C. The Word believed produces new birth (v. 23) 
 
It is the same word used in 1:3.  “It is the uniform doctrine of the Scriptures that Divine truth is 
made the instrument of quickening the soul into spiritual life.”7 
 

• “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Pet. 1:3). 

 
D. The Word believed produces a spiritual thirst (2:1-3) 

 
“Only one imperative is found in these verses: “Long for the pure milk of the word” (verse 2). 
The “putting aside” (a participle) of the evils enumerated in verse 1 is a subordinate duty which 
prepares one for carrying out the principle command.”8 
 
The word “long” in 2:2 [epipotheo] is an “old verb for intense yearning (Php 2:26).”  It is 
slightly different than the word in 1:12 [epithumeo].  Notice how they are used together in 
James 4:2, 5.  1 Peter 1:14 uses the noun epithumia.   
 

• 2 “You lust [epithumeo] and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so 
you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask . . . 5 Or do you think that the Scripture 
speaks to no purpose: ‘He jealously desires [epipotheo] the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us’?” 
(James 4:2, 5). 

 
“Look with me for a moment at verse 2. The emphasis there comes in this statement, ‘Long for 
the pure milk of the Word.’ Long for the pure milk of the Word. ‘Long for’ is an imperative, it's 
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a command. And the term epipotheo basically is a term of intensity, it means to crave. It means 
to desire strongly. That compound preposition strengthens the intent of the verb. It is an intense 
compelling craving. I wish we could translate it ‘crave the pure milk of the Word.’ And we shall 
see a perhaps even better way to translate that in a moment. It's talking about a craving. And by 
the way, that unusual word that expresses a craving is used in the Old Testament Septuagint a 
couple of times in ways that I think convey its intent. Do you remember Psalm 42? I'm sure you 
do and how it begins with these somewhat familiar words, ‘As the deer pants for the water 
brooks, so my soul pants for Thee, O God,’ a breathless panting, a craving for God. The same 
term is used there. And as I read you a few moments ago, the very same word is used in Psalm 
119:174, ‘I long for Thy salvation, O Lord, and Thy law is my delight,’ a craving for God, a 
craving for His Word as a thirsty deer craves water.  The verb in the New Testament is used 
nine times. Seven out of those nine times it is used by Paul. In Romans 1:11 and Philippians 1:8 
he uses it as a craving for an effective ministry. In 2 Corinthians 5:2 he uses it to speak of the 
craving and the longing and the desire for heaven that is in the heart of the believer. In 2 
Corinthians 9:14 and Philippians 2:26 he uses it to refer to the longings and the desires and the 
intense cravings of love. And in 1 Thessalonians 3:6 and 2 Timothy 1:4 he uses it to express the 
craving that one has for intimate fellowship with other believers who are specially loved. It is 
also used here by Peter and once by James in chapter 4 verse 5.  But in all of those cases whether 
in the Septuagint of the Old Testament or in the New, it expresses an intense and ever- recurring 
desire, an insatiable passion.”9 
 
Those who are born again are described in two ways. 
 

1. Spiritual thirst puts off the old nature 
 
Often we struggle with what appears to be exceptions.  Let us remind ourselves that God’s seed 
produces God’s fruit.   
 

2. Spiritual thirst produces growth in respect to salvation 
 
As born again people, we are spiritual babies.  The text calls us to pull nourishment from the 
Word so that we might grow in our understanding of the gospel. 
 
What is gospel growth?  It is recognizing who God is, what God has done and who we are in 
Him. 
 
What does it mean to grow in respect to salvation?  Notice the language Peter uses in 2 Peter 
3:18. 
 

• “but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now 
and to the day of eternity. Amen” (2 Pet. 3:18). 

 
Growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ are synonymous.  
You cannot have one without the other. 
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Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 

1. What is your view of the Word of God? 

2. What is your relationship to the Word of God? 

3. To what or to whom are you turning for your justification and for your sanctification? 

 
 

1 https://bible.org/seriespage/enduring-word-1-peter-122-23#P1088_295762  
2 https://bible.org/seriespage/enduring-word-1-peter-122-23  
3 A.T. Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on 1 Peter 1:23. 
4 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on 1 Peter 2:2. 
5 https://bible.org/seriespage/enduring-word-1-peter-122-23 
6 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on 1 Peter 1:22. 
7 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary on 1 Peter 1:23. 
8 https://bible.org/seriespage/enduring-word-1-peter-122-23 
9 http://www.gty.org/resources/sermons/60-16/desiring-the-word  

                                                           


