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“Keep Your Behavior Excellent” 
1 Peter 2:11-17 

 

God Will Have the Last Word - A Study of 1 Peter 
 
Theme: Because God will have the last word you can entrust yourself to Him who judges 

righteously.  Submitting under injustice marks excellent behavior. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 

2:11, 12 The call to excellent behavior – submission 
2:13-17 Submission to authority [citizens] 
2:18-20 Submission to masters [slaves] 
2:21-25 JESUS submits/submitted 
3:1-7 Submission to one’s spouse [marriage] 
3:8-12 To sum it all up 
3:13-22 Application 
4:1ff Therefore 

 
Outline: 
 

I. The invitation (urge / [parakaleo] Abstain, vv. 11, 12a) 
 

A. To whom?  “aliens and strangers” 
B. What?  “Abstain from fleshly lusts, keep your behavior excellent” 
C. Why?  “they [fleshly lusts] wage war against your soul” 

 

II. The reason/purpose (so that, v. 12b) 
 

III. The application – (submit, vv. 13-17) 
 

A. The action (v. 13a “submit”) 
B. The purpose (v. 13b [for the sake of – dia]) 
C. The object (vv. 13c “To every human institution”) 
D. The reason (v. 15 ‘because such is the will of God’ [hoti]) 
E. The conclusion (vv. 16, 17 “as free men”) 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Everyone is under authority. 
2. Respond properly to the authority over you. 
3. Injustice will happen. 
4. How is that going for you? 
5. Always remember, GOD WILL HAVE THE LAST WORD.  So continue entrusting your 

soul to the one who judges righteously. 
 


