
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  September 11, 2016 
Title:  The New Covenant 
Text:  2 Corinthians 3:1-4:7 
Theme: The New Covenant eclipses the Old Covenant. 
 
Introduction:  
Often when a new book is published, the back cover is full of other popular authors 
recommending the book. The intent is for you to read the book even though you do not know 
the author. You would read it based on the recommendations of others. The unknown 
author/book is being validated by those whom you might know and/or respect. 
 
I am often invited to write letters of recommendation for prospective students. Sometimes a 
friend from the past will ask if I can be put down as a referral or reference when they are seeking 
a position or job. 
 
The thought behind all of this is that somehow my voice will lend credibility to the inquiring 
party, or perhaps offer some “honest” input to the hiring party concerning the individual’s 
character. 
 
Referrals exist in the absence of existing relationships. If you know me, you do not need a letter 
from someone to tell you about me. This is Paul’s point. They know him. They are his letter. 
 
Korn musician Brian “Head” Welch got saved. He wrote a book about his experience. He asked 
some of his celebrity friends to take pictures of themselves with the book. They refused. He 
asked his “fans” and they responded in droves. Why?  Because his fans are his letters. Paul 
does not need the ruling powers in Jerusalem or anywhere else to validate his ministry or 
message. Paul says his ministry and message is already vindicated in the changed lives of the 
church. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
It is important to remember there is a third party in Paul’s correspondence. Not only is there the 
relationship between the Corinthians and Paul, but also the influence of the false teachers on the 
Corinthian Church. 
 
In this text, it becomes apparent that the false teachers presented to the Corinthians letters of 
recommendation from other authorities or agencies. In response to this Paul says, “I need no 
such Letters, you are my Letters!” in addition, they are appealing to the Old contract [i.e. 
covenant/testament] that Paul argues has been eclipsed / replaced by the New. 
 
“It is probable, also, that the false teachers at Corinth had been introduced there by letters of 
recommendation, perhaps from Judea. In reply to this, Paul intimates (2Co 3:1) that this was not 
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his design; 2Co 3:2 that he had no need of letters of recommendation to them, since (2Co 3:2,3) 
they were his commendatory epistle; they were themselves the best evidence of his zeal, fidelity, 
and success in his labors. He could appeal to them as the best proof that he was qualified for the 
apostolic office. His success among them, he says, (2Co 3:4,) was a ground of his trusting in God, 
an evidence of his acceptance. Yet, as if he should seem to rely on his own strength, and to boast 
of what he had done, he says (2Co 3:5) that his success was not owing to any strength which he 
had, or to any skill of his own, but entirely to the aid which he had received from God. It was 
God, he says, (2Co 3:6,) who had qualified him to preach, and had given him grace to be an able 
minister of the New Testament.  
  
It is not improbable that the false teachers, being of Jewish origin, in Corinth, had commended 
the laws and institutions of Moses as being of superior clearness, and even as excelling the 
gospel of Christ. Paul takes occasion, therefore, (2Co 3:7-11,) to show that the laws and 
institutions of Moses were far inferior, in this respect, to the gospel. His was a ministration of 
death, (2Co 3:7;) though glorious, it was to be done away, (2Co 3:7;) the ministration of the Spirit 
was therefore to be presumed to be far more glorious, (2Co 3:8;) the one was a ministration to 
condemnation, the other of righteousness, (2Co 3:9;) the one had comparatively no glory, being 
so much surpassed by the other, (2Co 3:10;) and the former was to be done away, while the latter 
was to remain, and was therefore far more glorious, 2Co 3:11.  
  
This statement of the important difference between the laws of Moses and the gospel is further 
illustrated, by showing the effect which the institutions of Moses had had on the Jews 
themselves, (2Co 3:12-15.) That effect was to blind them. Moses had put a veil over his face, (2Co 
3:13;) and the effect had been that the nation was blinded in reading the Old Testament, and had 
no just views of the true meaning of their own Scriptures, 2Co 3:14,15.  
  
Yet, Paul says, that that veil should be taken away, 2Co 3:16-18. It was the intention of God that 
it should be removed. When that people should turn again to the Lord, it should be taken away, 
2Co 3:16. It was done where the Spirit of the Lord was, 2Co 3:17. It was done, in fact, in regard 
to all true Christians, 2Co 3:18. They were permitted to behold the glory of the Lord as in a glass, 
and they were changed into the same manner. The same subject is continued in 2Co 4:1-18, 
where Paul illustrates the effect of this clear revelation of the gospel, as compared with the 
institutions of Moses, on the Christian ministry.”1 
 
Outline: 
 
We have to read this as Paul’s defense against the actions of the false teachers. He compares and 
contrasts his ministry with theirs. There are two areas addressed. First, they bring with them 
letters of commendation. Paul responds (vv. 1-6). He needs none. They are his letter. Second, 
they call them back to the Old Covenant. Paul responds (3:7-4:1ff). God has made him a minister 
of the New Covenant eclipsing the Old. 
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I. First response - Letters of Introduction (vv. 1-6). 
 

• 1”Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some, letters of commendation to you 
or from you? 2 You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men; 3 being manifested that 
you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on 
tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 4 Such confidence we have through Christ toward God. 5 

Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is 
from God, 6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for 
the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life” (2 Cor. 3:1-6). 

 
“Such letters were common as seen in the papyri (Deissmann, Light from the Ancient East, p. 
226). N.T. examples of commending individuals by letters occur in Ac 15:25; 18:27 (Apollos), 
1Co 16:10 (Timothy); Ro 16:1 (Phoebe with the verb sunistêmi); Col 4:10 (Mark); 2Co 8:22 (Titus 
and his companion).”2 
 
“[Not in tables of stone]  Where men engrave contracts, or record events; but in fleshly tables 
of the heart-the work of salvation taking place in all your affections, appetites, and desires; 
working that change within that is so signally manifested without.”3 
 
In light of verse 7, this could also be referring to the two tablets of stone [i.e. The Ten 
Commandments]. “An allusion to Exod 24:12; 31:18; 34:1; Deut 9:10-11.”4 
 
“The Greek construction anticipates a negative reply (“No, we do not”) which is indicated in the 
translation by the ‘tag’ at the end, “do we?””5 
 
Sufficient – noun [competent / competence] 
 

• “Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many” (2 Cor. 2:6). 
 

• “To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is 
sufficient for these things?” (2 Cor. 2:16). 
 

• “Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God” 
(2 Cor. 3:5). 
 

Sufficient – verb 
 

• “Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the 
letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life” (2 Cor. 3:6). 
 

• “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
in light” (Col. 1:12). 

 

Only God makes His ministers able to minister. He is the subject, verb, and object of ministry. 
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II. Second response - Comparing and contrasting the Old and New Covenants (vv. 7-4:1ff) 
 

This new covenant is promised in Jer 31:31-34; 32:40. 
 

A. A fading glory (vv. 7-11) 
 

• 7 “But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so that the sons of Israel could 
not look intently at the face of Moses because of the glory of his face, fading as it was, 8 how will the ministry 
of the Spirit fail to be even more with glory? 9 For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more 
does the ministry of righteousness abound in glory. 10 For indeed what had glory, in this case has no glory 
because of the glory that surpasses it. 11 For if that which fades away was with glory, much more that which 
remains is in glory” (2 Cor. 3:7-10). 

 

“The glory of his face. When Moses came down from Mt. Sinai with the tablets of the Decalogue, 
the people were afraid to approach him because his face was so radiant (Exod 34:29-30).”6 
 

The engraving [Perf. Pass. Parti.] happened and exists, but the fading [Pres. Pass. Parti.] is 
happening even as we speak. 
 

Paul does not deny the glory of the first, only the superior glory of the second. The second 
eclipses the first. It is like those who saw both Temples. They wept when they compared the 
glory of the first against that of the second. 
 

“The moon makes a dim light after the sun rises. By reason of the glory that surpasseth 
(heineken tês huperballousês doxês). The surpassing (huper-ballô, throwing beyond) glory. 
Christ as the Sun of Righteousness has thrown Moses in the shade.”7 
 

The Law was never bad only that JESUS is better. 
Moses was never bad only that JESUS is better. 
 

“The new ministry is permanent. This claim may be recommended to those who clamor for a 
new religion. Christianity is still alive and is not dying.”8 
 

B. A blinding veil (vv. 12-18) 
 

• 12 “Therefore having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech, 13 and are not like Moses, who used 
to put a veil over his face so that the sons of Israel would not look intently at the end of what was fading 
away. 14 But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same 
veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ. 15 But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies 
over their heart; 16 but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the 
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in 
a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from 
the Lord, the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:12-18). 

 

“Fading Away” 
 

• “But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel 
could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done 
away” (2 Cor. 3:7). 
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• “For if that which is done away was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious” (2 Cor. 3:11). 
 

• “And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to 
the end of that which is abolished” (2 Cor. 3:13). 
 

• “But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of 
the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ” (2 Cor. 3:14). 
 

• Or “only in Christ is it eliminated.”9 
 
katargeo, to be (render) entirely idle (useless), literally or figuratively:--abolish, cease, cumber, 
deliver, destroy, do away, become (make) of no (none, without) effect, fail, loose, bring (come) 
to nought, put away (down), vanish away, make void. 
 
“Or ‘which was transitory.’ Traditionally this phrase is translated as “which was fading away.” 
The verb καταργέω in the corpus Paulinum uniformly has the meaning “to render 
inoperative, ineffective”; the same nuance is appropriate here. [Emphasis added] The glory of 
Moses’ face was rendered ineffective by the veil Moses wore. For discussion of the meaning of 
this verb in this context, see S. J. Hafemann, Paul, Moses, and the History of Israel (WUNT 81), 301-
13. A similar translation has been adopted in the two other occurrences of the verb in this 
paragraph in vv. 11 and 13.”10 
 

Everything about the New Contract tells me the Old Contract is gone! Why people wish to place 
Christians under the Old Contract is beyond me.  
 

Unlifted (mê anakaluptomenon). Present passive participle of anakaluptô, old verb, to draw 
back the veil, to unveil. ONLY JESUS CAN LIFT THIS VEIL. Only Jesus can deal with our sin 
issue. Only Jesus can make blind eyes see, deaf ears hear, weak limbs strong, and muted mouths 
speak. ONLY JESUS! 
 
“A veil lieth upon their heart (epi tên kardian autôn keitai). Vivid and distressing picture, a fact 
that caused Paul agony of heart (Ro 9:1-5). With wilful blindness the rabbis set aside the word 
of God by their tradition in the time of Jesus (Mr 7:8).”11 
 

“Freedom of access to God without fear in opposition to the fear in Ex 34:30. We need no veil 
and we have free access to God.”12 How can we capture the freedom bestowed on us by the 
person and work of Jesus Christ? Friends, it is finished. Jesus has forever altered our relationship 
to the Father and to sin. 
 

Here is what is happening now – “The point that Paul is making is that we shall not lose the 
glory as Moses did. But that is true if we keep on beholding or keep on reflecting (present tense). 
Only here in N.T. Are transformed (metamorphoumetha). Present passive (are being 
transformed) of metamorphoô, late verb and in papyri. See on ‘Mt 17:2’; see also ‘Mr 9:2’ where 
it is translated ‘transfigured.’ It is the word used for heathen mythological metamorphoses.”13 
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As we look to Jesus as author and finisher of faith, we grow in the grace and knowledge of Him. 
Through mind-renewal, we are being transformed. We come to understand who God is, what 
God has done, and who we are in Christ. That changes everything. 
 

C. A Ministry of Condemnation (v. 9) 
 
“The ministry of condemnation”; translated as an objective genitive, “the ministry that 
produced condemnation.” “The ministry of righteousness”; translated as an objective genitive, 
“the ministry that produces righteousness.”14 
 
As Paul will note in 4:1, this is what drives him. Knowing we are under a New Contract and are 
completely right with God changes everything. Because of what we have in the gospel, we do 
not lose heart. The word used in 4:1 occurs several times in the New Testament. 
 

• “And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint” (Luke 
18:1). 
 

• “Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not” (2 Cor. 4:1). 
 

• “For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day 
by day” (2 Cor. 4:16). 
 

• “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not” (Gal. 6:9). 
 

• “Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory” (Eph. 3:13). 

 

• “But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing” (2 Thess. 3:13). 
 
Knowing the nature of what we have propels us forward in proclaiming and celebrating the 
gospel. 
 

D. A man-centered message - Paul’s application (4:1-7) 
 
• 1 “Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart, 2 but we have 

renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, 
but by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 3 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god of this world 
has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves 
as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One 
who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 7 

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God 
and not from ourselves” (2 Cor. 4:1-7). 

 

“Adulterating the Word of God “Handling deceitfully (dolountes). Present active participle of 
doloô, from dolos, deceit (from delô, to catch with bait), old and common verb, in papyri and 
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inscriptions, to ensnare, to corrupt with error. Only here in N.T. Used of adulterating gold or 
wine.”15 
 
Paul contrasts himself against his accusers.  
 
“Satan is ‘the god of this age,’ a phrase nowhere else in the N.T., but Jesus uses the same idea in 
Joh 12:31; 14:30 and Paul in Eph 2:2; 6:12 and John in 1Jo 5:19. Satan claimed the rule over the 
world in the temptations with Jesus.”16 
 
"The power is limitless, but it is stored in very unlikely receptacles" (Plummer). The exceeding 
greatness (hê huperbolê). See on "1Co 12:31" for this word, ‘the preeminence of the power.’ This 
is God's purpose (hina--êi). God, not man, is the dynamo (dunamis). It comes from God (tou 
theou, ablative) and does not originate with us (mê ex hêmôn).”17 
 
4:5 “Traditionally, “servants.” Though δοῦλος (doulos) is normally translated “servant,” the 
word does not bear the connotation of a free individual serving another. BDAG notes that 
“‘servant’ for ‘slave’ is largely confined to Biblical transl. and early American times…in normal 
usage at the present time the two words are carefully distinguished” (BDAG 260 s.v.). The most 
accurate translation is “bondservant” (sometimes found in the ASV for δοῦλος), in that it often 
indicates one who sells himself into slavery to another. But as this is archaic, few today 
understand its force.”18 
 
What his accusers identify as his weakness, Paul glories in and accepts as his strength. 
 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

What do we have here? 
1. The gospel does not simply get us in, but keeps us in and gives to us complete liberty 

before the Father. 
2. We are no longer obligated to the rules and dictates of the Old Contract. Jesus has struck 

a New Contract and we live under its rules and dictates. 
3. Be cautious and guarded of those who would tell you otherwise. 

 
Paul also has two “therefore” statements. Let us conclude with his observations. 
 

4. “Therefore having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech” (2 Cor. 3:12). 
 

5. “Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart” (2 Cor. 4:1). 
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1 Albert Barnes’ NT Commentary introduction to 2 Corinthians 3.  
2 Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on 2 Corinthians 3:1. 
3 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on 2 Corinthians 3:3. 
4 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/2+Corinthians+3  
5 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/2+Corinthians+3  
6 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/2+Corinthians+3  
7 Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on 2 Corinthians 3:10. 
8 Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on 2 Corinthians 3:11. 
9 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/2+Corinthians+3:12  
10 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/2+Corinthians+3  
11 Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on 2 Corinthians 3:15. 
12 Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on 2 Corinthians 3:17. 
13 Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on 2 Corinthians 3:18. 
14 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/2+Corinthians+3  
15 Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on 2 Corinthians 4:2. 
16 Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on 2 Corinthians 4:4. 
17 Robertson’s NT Word Pictures on 2 Corinthians 4:7. 
18 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/2+Corinthians+4:1  
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OUTLINE
I. Letters of Commendation 

(vv. 1-6)

II. Comp. & Contrast Old w/ 
New (vv. 7-4:1ff)

COMPARE
A. A Fading Glory (vv. 7-11)

•A Ministry Of Condemnation 
(v. 9)

B. A Blinding Veil (vv. 12-18)

C. A Man Centered Message 
(4:1-7 [*v. 5])

“OLD” “NEW”

Moses Spirit

Death Life

Veiled

[concealed]

Lifted

[Revealed]

Decreasing

Glory

Increasing

Glory

“OLD” “NEW”

Condemnation Righteousness

Bondage Freedom

Fear No Fear

“Blinded” “Seeing”
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“OLD” “NEW”

Man Centered Christ Centered

being 

destroyed

being saved

“Them” “Me”

THE OLD
•If we are obligated to the 
Old, now would be a good 
time to lay this out.

•Nowhere in the New 
Testament does Paul 
“defend” the Old Testament

THE OLD
•He “explains” it and its 
relationship to the New, but 
he does not “defend” it as 
something we are still under 
or that has authority over us.

THE OLD
•Paul never speaks of the Old 
Contract [covenant] as bad, 
only obsolete for those 
under the New Contract 
[Covenant].

THE OLD
•The previous chapters are 
necessary [OT], but not 
enough.

•JESUS is not only necessary, 

but ENOUGH.

THE OLD
•Plastic food pictures some 
other reality. It points to 
something else.

•It is foolish to sit at a table of 
“shadow” food, when 
surrounded by the reality of the 
substance.
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THE OLD
•We need the Old to 
understand the New.

•However, to live in the past is 
to forget the present.

PEDDLER
•“A substance 
with no real 
medicinal value 
sold as a remedy 
for all diseases.”

SO . . .
1. The gospel does not 

simply get us in, but keeps 
us in and gives to us 
complete liberty before 
the Father.

SO . . .
2. We are no longer obligated 

to the rules and dictates of 
the Old Contract. Jesus has 
struck a New Contract and 
we live under its rules and 
dictates.

SO . . .
3. Be cautious and guarded 

of those who would tell 
you otherwise.

SO . . .
Paul also has two “therefore” 
statements. Let us conclude 
with his observations.
4. 2Co 3:12 ¶ Therefore having such a hope, we 

use great boldness in our speech,

5. 2Co 4:1 ¶ Therefore, since we have this 
ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose 
heart,


