
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
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the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
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Date:  Sept. 25, 2016 

Title:  God’s Work of Preparation – The Christian’s Destiny 
Text:  2 Corinthians 5:1-11 
Theme: God is preparing us for a prepared place where we will know and experience Him 

(vv. 1-4). 
 
Introduction:  
“On the run from their enemy, the planet-destroying Gorg, the Boov find Earth a suitable place 
to call ‘home’. Led by Captain Smek (Steve Martin), they commence their ‘friendly’ invasion of 
the planet, relocating the humans, whom the Boov deem as simple and backwards, to other parts 
of the planet while the Boov inhabit their homes in a quick and bloodless conquest. One of the 
Boov, named Oh (Jim Parsons), is a more excitable, freethinking member of the species, who 
decides to invite the Boov to his apartment for a housewarming party, despite the race's 
antipathy towards him. Not far from Oh is a fourteen year old girl named Tip (Rihanna), who 
drives away through her home city to find her mother Lucy (Jennifer Lopez) after being 
separated from her during the invasion, leaving her with only her calico cat Pig and fueling her 
hatred for the Boov. The Gorg Commander emerges from his armor to show that he is actually 
a harmless starfish-like creature. Oh returns the rock to him, which turns out to be an egg for 
millions of developing Gorg larvae; the next generation of Gorg, revealing that the Gorg 
Commander had been the last of his kind, alone and almost extinct. He thanks Oh and departs.”1 
 
Almost home. There is something about the idea that resonates with all of us.  

• Think of when you were a child or when any child skinned their knees while playing and 
held it all together emotionally until they got home, and when in the safety and security 
of their parent, let it all out. 

• Think of when you were on a long trip and even perhaps a vacation although enjoyable, 
you could not wait to get home and sleep in your own bed. 

• When travelling to NZ to visit my daughter and her family, the trip over and back was 
difficult. When traveling back home, I could not wait to see Kirsten and sleep in my own 
bed. 
 

That idea is this text. While in this earthly tent, this earthen vessel we groan and are burdened. 
But God is preparing for us a home built without hands, eternal in the heavens. Remember     2 
Corinthians 4:8-9?  The first part of that column is descriptive of the earthly tent. The second 
part is possible because there is a “home.” 
 

 
Friends, let us together not lose heart. Let us provoke one another to persevere in faith by 
accepting what we cannot understand and trusting whom we cannot see. 

Earthly Tent / Earthen Vessel “A Building from God / Not made with Hands” 
8 we are afflicted in every way but not crushed;  

perplexed but not despairing; 
9 persecuted but not forsaken;  

struck down but not destroyed; 
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Let us look at this text. 
 
The family house / home. The home we grew up in and would go back to for holiday / annual 
visits. At some point that home ceases to be what it was, “home.” For Christians, we have a 
“home” and this home is fixed. It will neither fade nor change. 
 
It is appropriate that the apostle would move from the thought of chapter 4 into chapter 5. This 
earthen vessel is fading and decaying and temporal, then what. Chapter 5 answers the “then 
what.” 
 
“Our passage today continues the stream of thought from 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 which we 
looked at last week. Let us read those verses again to pick up where we were last week. Paul 
writes, So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being 
renewed day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight 
of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things 
that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are 
eternal. What is the connection between 2 Corinthians 4 and 5? It is this: the outer self-wasting 
away stands for our bodies that are dying. And the unseen promise we look for is the 
resurrection of the body. Paul unpacks these truths for us in 5:1-10. We see three truths in these 
verses. Let us look at each of them in turn.”2 
 
Earlier in chapter 4:16-18 the apostle describes our present state and he contrasts it with our 
future state. He speaks of our light affliction and contrasts it with the eternal weight of glory. 
The decaying, light affliction, things which are seen and the temporal are all noted in chapter 4. 
The renewing, eternal weight of glory, things not seen, and eternal are now noted in chapter 5. 
 

• Decaying (v. 16) • Renewing 

• Momentary, light affliction (v. 17) • eternal weight of glory 

• Things which are seen (v. 18a) • things not seen 

• Temporal (v. 18b) • Eternal 

 
Here is what lies behind the veil of our mortality. 
 
What this means / application “To be absent from this body and to be at home with the Lord” 
(v. 8) 
 
We cannot consider 3:1 without noting 2:18, we cannot consider 4:1 without noting 3:18, and we 
will not consider 5:1 without noting the context of chapter 4.  
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THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
Chapter 4 
The Biblical Message - The preaching of Jesus 
The Biblical Means - The problem with our earthen vessel 
The Biblical Madness - The promise of life with God 

 
Chapter 5 
God’s work of preparation – The Christian’s Destiny (vv. 1-11). 
God’s work of transformation – The Christian’s Identity (vv. 12-17). 
God’s work of reconciliation – The Christian’s Ministry (vv. 18-21).  

 
Outline: 
 
I. The Contrast within our Text (vv. 1-5) 

 
Notice Paul’s descriptive of the human condition. 
 

• Led as captives in Christ’ triumphant procession (2:14) 

• Earthen vessel (4:7) 

• Earthly tent (5:1) 
 
We exist as frail, temporary, and decaying forms. 
 

A. Our reality (vv. 1-4) 
 

1. An earthly tent (v. 1) 
 

2. Our house is torn down ([kataluo] v. 1) 
 
3. We groan (vv. 2, 4) 

 
We groan occurs in six passages (Mark 7:34; Rom. 8:23; 2 Cor. 5:2, 4; Heb. 13:17; James 5:9). Only 
Hebrews and James do not follow the usage here. 
 

• “And looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened” (Mark 7:34). 
 

• “And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body” (Rom. 8:23). 
 

• “For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven” (2 Cor. 
5:2). 
 

• “For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but 
clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life” (2 Cor. 5:4). 
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4. Being burdened (v. 4) 
 

• “And he came and found them asleep again: for their eyes were heavy” (Matt. 26:43). 
 

• “But Peter and they that were with him were heavy with sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his 
glory, and the two men that stood with him” (Luke 9:32). 
 

• “For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were 
pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life” (2 Cor. 1:8). 
 

• “If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them relieve them, and let not the church be charged; 
that it may relieve them that are widows indeed” (2 Tim. 5:16). 

 
5. Mortal (v. 4) 

 
The Scripture speaks of our existence as terminal (vv. 1-5). 
 
“Tents are great for camping but are terrible during storms, for they do not hold up when a 
storm comes crashing through.”3 
 
At some point the life we know will end.  
 
“If--For all shall not die; many shall be ‘changed’ without ‘dissolution’ (1Co 15:51-53). If this 
daily delivering unto death (2Co 3:11) should end in actual death.”4  
 
Listen to the language employed by Job.  
 

• “How much more those who dwell in houses of clay, Whose foundation is in the dust, Who are crushed 

before the moth!” (Job 4:19). 

 
The good news is life of Jesus. We know where we will end up. We will either pass from this life 
to the next or Jesus will come and receive us unto Himself.  
 

The Scripture speaks of our existence as temporary and fading. 
 

Earthly dwelling [Skenoma] “an encampment, i.e. (figuratively) the Temple (as God's 
residence), the body (as a tenement for the soul):-- tabernacle.” Occurs three times in the NT 
[Acts 7:46; 2 Pet. 1:13, 14]. 
 

• “I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder, 14 knowing 
that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to 
me” (1 Pet. 1:13). 

 

The verb form skenoo occurs five times in the New Testament and is used only by the apostle 
John. Most famously in John 1:14. 
 

• “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). 

 



 

5 

He uses it three more times in Revelation. 
 

• “Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth 
on the throne shall dwell among them” (Rev. 7:15). 
 

• “Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! 
for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time” 
(Rev. 12:12). 
 

• “And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and 
them that dwell in heaven” (Rev. 13:6). 
 

• “And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God” (Rev. 
21:3). 

 
Paul uses the noun form [skenos] in 2 Corinthians 5:1 and 4. 
 

• “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). 
 

• “For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but 
clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life” (2 Cor. 5:4). 

 
Not only is our present form temporary, but we could perhaps suggest it is the place where God 
dwells. We are His temporary “tabernacle.” 
 
However, let us be reminded of two things. First, this body is failing. Second, God is preparing 
for us a more permanent dwelling place. 
 

B. Our destiny (vv. 1-5a) 
 
It is important to read verse 1 with verse 17. The new creation of verse 17 is the building God 
builds. 
 

1. We have a building from God (v. 1) 
 
Made without hands is the exact opposite of something made with hands. The word used here 
occurs in only three places. 
 

• “We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and within three days I will build 

another made without hands” (Mark 14:58). 
 

• “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). 
 

• “In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of 
the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ” (Col. 2:11). 
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What we receive from God cannot be manufactured by man. Is this not the whole message of 
the Bible?   
 

2. Our dwelling from heaven (v. 2)  
 

3. Will not be found naked (v. 3) 
 

We will not be naked. In the Bible, nakedness pushes us back to Garden shame. The Bible assures 
us that we will not be found naked. 
 

4. Will be swallowed up by life (v. 4) 
 

• “So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, 

then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory” (1 Cor. 15:54). 

 

• “So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be 

swallowed up with overmuch sorrow” (2 Cor. 2:7). 

 

5. He who prepared us for this very purpose is God 
 
“Prepared” [Katergazomai] “to work fully, i.e. accomplish; by implication, to finish, fashion.” 
 
The Scripture speaks of God building for us a dwelling. There is a physicality to all of this that 
escapes us. God has not only prepared for us a place where we and He will dwell together, but 
He is also preparing for us a new body in which we will dwell. Wow, praise His name! 
 

• This dwelling includes the Garden (Gen. 1:1-25). 

• This dwelling is part of our intrinsic composition (Gen. 2:7, 21, 22). 

• This dwelling is a prepared place under construction (John 14:1-6). 

• This dwelling is immortal and imperishable (2 Cor. 5:4; 1 Cor. 15). 

• This dwelling will be marked by a fullness of joy and pleasures forever more (Ps. 16:11). 

• This dwelling will be in the very presence of God where He will lift the curse and there will 
be no pain, nor sorrow, nor tears ever again (Rev. 21:1-5; 22:2, 3). 

 
All of the pain, and sorrow, and heartache involved in the passing of this life will be swallowed 
up at His coming and Jesus will have the fullest and final victory where death will no longer 
have a victory and will no longer have a sting. O how I long for that day. I, with you, groan 
under this earthly tent, but a day is coming when we will shed all of this and walk in that place 
prepared for us by our loving and kind heavenly Father. 
 
What guarantee do we have that God will make good on His promise? 
 

C. Our security (v. 5b) 
 
See also 2 Corinthians 1:22 “who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.” 
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He gave us the Spirit as a pledge. “The gift of the Spirit functions as the guarantee, the down 
payment, of our future resurrection. So, Paul concludes in verse 5 where he started in verse 1. 
We know that we will have a resurrection body in the future. We are assured of this because we 
have the Holy Spirit.”5 
 

• Have you ever misplaced something and end up finding it in someone else’s possession, 
and the only reason why it was returned was because you had written your name on it? 

• Remember how as a child, your parents would write your name on your clothes? 
Sometimes it could/would be a little embarrassing, but your name identified the item as 
yours. Well, God has written on you His name and no matter what the circumstances or 
the charges against you, God says, “That one is mine!” 

 
In light of this, how do we now live? Three things are noted. 
 
II. The Consequences of our Text (vv. 6-11) 
 

A. Therefore, we are persevering in faith (v. 6). 
 
Paul admonishes us to look at what we cannot see (vv. 1-5). We are of good courage and thus 
persevere in believing whom we cannot see. We are confident when our earthly tent dissolves, 
we will be with JESUS (vv. 6-8). The idea of walking by faith and not sight is seeing Jesus as the 
author and finisher of this life.  
 
“Good courage” [tharrheo], “to exercise courage:--be bold, boldly, have confidence, be 
confident. This word occurs six times in the NT. Five of the six occur in 2 Corinthians (5:6, 8; 
7:16; 10:1, 2 [Heb. 13:6]).  Notice 3:12, “Therefore having such a hope, we use great boldness in 
our speech.” Notice also 4:16, “Therefore we do not lose heart.” This is the kind of strength we 
have IN CHRIST. 
 
“The message of vv. 6-8 is simple enough: far from being an experience of unexpected darkness 
and despair, death for the Christian means immediate entrance into the glorious light of the 
presence of Jesus Christ. The structure of the passage should also be noted: vv. 6 and 8 should 
be read together, with v. 7 being understood as a parenthetical explanation of v. 6b.”6 
 
We live by faith not by sight. The desire to please God comes from the position of having already 
done so in Christ. Our desire to do so comes from His desire of having done so. 
 

B. Therefore, we are pleasing to God (v. 9). 
 
 
The only way to be pleasing to God is to continue in what got us where we now are. We are 
confident when our earthly tent dissolves, we will be judged by JESUS (vv. 9-11). The word 
“ambition” [philotimeomai] literally means, “To be fond of honor.” It can mean, “To strive 
earnestly, to make it one’s aim.”  
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The word “judged” is BEMA. The judgment spoken of is inevitable. “In Ancient Greece, a bema 
was a raised platform where officials gave public addresses and heard legal cases, typically 
located at the center of the forum, or marketplace. The bema at Corinth was erected around 44 
B.C.E. out of blue and white marble. In Acts (Acts 18:12-17), the bema at Corinth is called a 
tribunal. The Jews bring Paul before the bema for judgment by Gallio, the proconsul of Achaia. 
The Jews charge, “This man is persuading people to worship God in ways that are contrary to 
the law.” Gallio, however, refuses to judge the case.”7 
 
“The Bema, however, also plays a role in Paul's first letter to the Corinthians.  The Bema was 
where orators would speak.  In Paul's day, people went to school to learn rhetoric, the art of 
convincing speech.  The Bema in Athens, like in Corinth, is located in the heart of the 
city.  Public speaking was important and those who could do it well had respect and 
power.  Many even demanded that Paul himself obey these conventions.”8 
 
I always find it unfortunate that for most Christians the Bema Judgment is one of fear and/or 
motivation. If we were to place this judgment in the context of the Jewish Feast Days, this 
judgment falls on the DAY OF ATONEMENT. On the Day of Atonement, you will have one of 
two identities. You are either IN CHRIST or IN ADAM. If IN CHRIST, the Bema is a time of 
unprecedented joy and celebration. If IN ADAM, the Bema is a time of unprecedented anguish 
and horror. For the Christian, this judgment is the BEMA. For the unbelieving, this judgement 
is the GREAT WHITE THRONE. Whether you place these two judgments on the same day or 
separate them by a thousand years does not matter as to the nature of the judgment. But we do 
great harm to the gospel when we put the characteristics of the GREAT WHITE THRONE onto 
the BEMA. 
 
The word used here for “pleasing” is the same word translated as “acceptable” in Romans 14:18. 
 

• “For he who in this way serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men” (Rom. 14:18). 

 
What is of interest is to see how both Romans 14 AND 2 Corinthians 5 speak in the context of 
the BEMA. We seek to please Him because we are already ACCEPTED BY HIM. Nothing we do 
can merit what God gives by grace through faith. 
 
The characteristics of this judgment. 
 

1. Its inevitability ("we must all appear") 

2. Its universality ("we must all appear") 

3. Its individuality ("each one"; cf. Rom. 14:12) 

4. Its identity ("the judgment seat of Christ"; cf. Mt. 27:19; John 19:13; Acts 12:21; 

18:12,16,17; 25:6,10,17; Rom. 14:10) 

a. Its judge ("Christ"; cf. Jn. 5:22; Rom. 14:10) 

b. Its standard ("deeds done in the body"; cf. Mt. 12:36) 

 
Now before handling this text / idea, let us remember the historical context for this text / idea. 
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The issue is gospel sourced. Do we preach Jesus as Lord or are we preaching ourselves (4:5). 
This is the tension present in Corinth. Notice with me 2 Corinthians 2:17; 4:2. 
 

• “For we are not like many, peddling the word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from God, we speak in 
Christ in the sight of God” (2 Cor. 2:17). 

 

• “but we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the 
word of God, but by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the 
sight of God” (2 Cor. 4:2). 

 
The “deeds in the body” are not simply matters of morality, but gospel sourced and birthed. The 
deeds produced by Paul are those “suffered” because of the gospel. Those who preach 
themselves have no such “deeds.” Without the JESUS seed there cannot be any gospel fruit. 
Those whose “works/deeds” pass the test are those who have the JESUS seed. Do not get caught 
in the idea that God is micro managing your deeds. 
 
The life of Christ flows from Christians, just as the life of Adam flows from non-Christians. Just 
as we different expressions of this life quantitatively or even qualitatively, the identity of that 
life is rooted in the source. I always struggle with the idea that a Christian would not seek to 
please God or who are not instruments of righteousness. Friend, if such is the case; I would tell 
you they are not Christian. It is not me being judgmental of their behavior, but of their birth. 
Good trees produce good fruit and an evil tree produces evil fruit. I do not get upset at an apple 
tree that gives me apples. It is what I expect because it is an apple tree. I would find it upsetting 
and strange if I had an apple tree that gave me venomous snakes.  
 
If you affirm faith in the person and work of Jesus, I fully expect you to live a life pleasing to 
Him. If you do not seek Him above all else, then you have a problem with birth not behavior, 
because the birth causes the behavior. It cannot be any other way. 
 
Let us not make this complicated. When Jesus spoke of the various soil types in Mark 4, some 
soil produced 40, some 60, and some a hundredfold, but the fruit was all the same. The size of 
the harvest differed, but not the fruit. Christians are living Christ-like righteous behavior, Holy 
Spirit generated holiness, Calvary canceling sin, and God-pleasing lives. The arena for this 
manifestation of fruit is different from person to person, but it is all the same stuff because the 
JESUS SEED always produces GOSPEL FRUIT. 
 
Thus, your arena might be in the trades, yours might be on some foreign soil, yours might be 
parenting small children, yours might be battle some chronic, life-sucking illness, or yours might 
be in vocational Christian ministry, but it is all GOSPEL FRUIT and all of it bears the marks of 
JESUS. 
 

Those who are IN CHRIST are already accepted and will not fail to stand in the Day of Judgment. 
Remember Romans 14:1-12? God is faithful to finish what He began.  
 
He will give us what He promised in verses 1-5. This is the recompense, the reward we receive 
for the JESUS SEED. 
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C. Therefore, we are persuading the lost (v. 11). 
 
The terror or fear of the Lord is that awaiting those who reject the gospel. It is not directed or 
applied for those who accept the gospel. The terror is the nakedness resulting from not having 
the building from God. What if your perishable did not put on imperishability or your mortal 
did not put on immortality? What if this was it? What if after all this you simply died or worse 
yet you were separated from all that is holy, righteous, and good? Life without God is terror. 
 

Knowing what awaits those who reject Jesus and thus are not clothed, we call them to receive 
God’s reconciliation. 
 

We are made manifest . . . 
 

• “Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour 
of his knowledge by us in every place” (2 Cor. 2:14). 
 

• “Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, 
but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the heart” (2 Cor. 3:3). 
 

• “Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our body” (2 Cor. 4:10). 
 

• “For we which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our mortal flesh” (2 Cor. 4:11). 
 

• “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). 
 

• “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I 
trust also are made manifest in your consciences” (2 Cor. 5:11). 
 

• “Wherefore, though I wrote unto you, I did it not for his cause that had done the wrong, nor for his cause 
that suffered wrong, but that our care for you in the sight of God might appear unto you” (2 Cor. 7:12). 
 

• “But though I be rude in speech, yet not in knowledge; but we have been throughly made manifest among 
you in all things” (2 Cor. 11:6). 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Take heart and do not quit believing God. 
2. In Christ, you are pleasing to God. 
3. We must be earnest in sharing the gospel individually and corporately. 

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Home_(2015_film)  
2 http://www.sbts.edu/resources/journal-of-theology/sbjt-193-fall-2015/sermon-a-building-from-god-2-corinthians-51-10/  
3 http://www.sbts.edu/resources/journal-of-theology/sbjt-193-fall-2015/sermon-a-building-from-god-2-corinthians-51-10/  
4 Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary on 2 Corinthians 5:1. 
5 http://www.sbts.edu/resources/journal-of-theology/sbjt-193-fall-2015/sermon-a-building-from-god-2-corinthians-51-10/  
6 http://www.samstorms.com/all-articles/post/2-corinthians-5:1-10  
7 http://bibleodyssey.org/en/tools/image-gallery/c/church-at-corinth-bema.aspx  
8 http://www.zionsjonestown.com/paul/corinth/bema.htm  

                                                           


