
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  October 16, 2016 
Title:  The Hard Work of Restoring Strained Relationships 

Text:  2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
Theme: Vertical reconciliation is the source for horizontal reconciliation. Because God has 

done the greater, we are able to do the lesser.   
 
Introduction:  
I have not had the pain of a wayward child whose open rebellion calls into question your love 
for them – one who charges you of not loving them and yet you sit with years of selfless, 
sacrificial actions where their very existence and well-being has been the focus of your thoughts 
and behavior. 
 
This text is like that. The Corinthian church calls into question Paul’s love for them even as they 
rebel against him. 
 
Often, we read this text as Paul appealing to the unbelieving. The text, however, appears to 
address the church and calls them to be reconciled to the apostle. 
 
“This passage comes right after Paul’s majestic statements about the ministry and message of 
God’s reconciliation of the entire world through Christ (2 Corinthians 5:14-21). We often 
interpret Paul’s grand statements about reconciliation in abstract theological terms. We tend 
to forget that Paul wrote these passages in response to some very specific -- and painful -- 
difficulties he was having with the Corinthian congregation. Rumors were being spread about 
his apostolic ministry and his relationship with some in the congregation was strained (chaps. 
1-7). In addition, he needed to raise money for the Jerusalem church (chaps. 8-9) and prepare for 
yet another visit when he would have to deal with sin among the Corinthians and their 
seemingly slavish submission to those he called “super apostles” (chaps. 10-13). In light of these 
issues, we can read 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 as fleshing out -- in surprising detail -- how we might 
live out and embody God’s ministry and message of reconciliation. But if this “service” 
(diakonia) and this “word” (logos) are not abstractions, then how do we live in the reconciliation 
they promise?”1 
 
Thus, reconciliation is not just vertical (with God), but also horizontal (with fellow man). The 
gospel has implications in our earthly relationships. 
 
“Paul's theme of reconciliation, begun in 5:11-21, continues in 6:1-13, as Paul appeals to the 
estranged Corinthian congregation to be reconciled to God and to himself. In the ancient 
world, responsibility for initiating the mending of a ruptured relationship was understood to 
rest with the injuring party. In political contexts, this work was normally entrusted to an 
ambassador. Paul sees that in Christ, God completely overturns conventional expectations. God, 
the injured party, takes the initiative to heal the ruptured relationship and reconcile the world 
to himself. Paul understands his own calling to be that of an ambassador for Christ, through 
whom God entreats the injuring party to be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:18-21). 
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Reconciliation with God would naturally include reconciliation with Paul as God's ambassador. 
Paul continues his appeal by quoting Isaiah 49:8, ‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 
and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’ Then, applying it directly to the Corinthians, he 
writes: ‘See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation!’ (6:2). Paul urges the 
Corinthians to accept the reconciliation offered now, in this acceptable time, on behalf of 
Christ.”2 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

• 5:18-21 God has reconciled Himself to us in the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

• 6:1-13 Because of God’s work of reconciliation, we are to be reconciled to one another. 

• 6:14-7:4 We are to separate from the false teachers who seek to divide the church through 
the teaching/preaching of a false gospel. 

 
Outline: 
 

I. Paul’s Personal Exhortation - God’s word of reconciliation (6:1-2) 

 

If we began the reading of our text from the bottom up (vv. 11-13), we would see Paul’s appeal, 

“Open up your hearts to me.” Paul’s exhortation is to restore their relationship to him, to 

reconcile the horizontal. The division has come about through the divisiveness of the false 

apostles. Paul calls the Corinthians to separate themselves from this group (vv. 14-7:4). 

 
• 1 “And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain-- 2 for He says, 

‘AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO YOU, AND ON THE DAY OF SALVATION I HELPED 

YOU.’ Behold, now is ‘THE ACCEPTABLE TIME,’ behold, now is ‘THE DAY OF SALVATION’” (2 Cor. 

6:1, 2). 

 

Paul sees himself as God’s ambassador and in that capacity, he says, “And working together 

with Him, we also urge you . . .” 

 

Paul describes himself as a “co-worker,” but with whom or with what? Options: (1) with God 

(based on 5:18, 21); (2) with Christ (based on 5:20), (3) with the Corinthians, or (4) with other 

teachers, perhaps his companions at the time. Surely (1) is correct. What an awesome privilege 

to be included by God to work together with God for the purposes of God! 

 

He has already identified himself as one who received the word of reconciliation and as such is 

an ambassador for Christ (5:19, 20). In this capacity, he is a “co-worker.” 

 
• 19 “namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against 

them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 

as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God” 

(2 Cor. 5:19, 20). 
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“As God’s coworker, Paul “urges” the Corinthians not to take God’s grace in vain (2 Corinthians 

6:1). Quoting one of the so-called ‘servant songs’ in Isaiah, he declares that God has listened at 

“the acceptable time” and helped on “the day of salvation” (Isaiah 49:8). No longer the “prey of 

the tyrant,” Israel will be restored; God promises to make her “a light to the nations” (Isaiah 49). 

If Isaiah’s call of “comfort” (parakaleo, the same word translated as “urge”) provides a backdrop 

for interpreting the “word” of reconciliation, then we could say that this “word” has to do with 

God’s restoring and rescuing a people oppressed by circumstances, even as they might be partly 

responsible for those circumstances.”3 

 

What does he mean by receiving the grace of God “in vain”? See also Gal. 2:2; Phil. 2:16; 1 Thess. 

3:5 (cf. 1 Cor. 15:2). Some suggested answers: 

 

[Me - The grace that reconciles the vertical can and does reconcile the horizontal. Let us not 

scorn horizontal reconciliation in light of our vertical reconciliation. Not to pursue horizontal 

reconciliation is to receive the grace of God in vain. They have already received vertical 

reconciliation {5:18-21}, now they are to receive horizontal reconciliation lest they have received 

the first in vain {6:1-13}]. 

 

“Now is the time for the Corinthians to show by their actions that they have not accepted the 
grace of God in vain. Paul emphasizes that the day of salvation is now.   To enforce this 
urgency, Paul employs a quote from Isaiah 49 that he interprets as finding fulfillment in the 
present time.  Today is the day for the Corinthians to demonstrate their faithfulness by opening 
their hearts to Paul and to one another (6:13; 7:2).  The Corinthians, after all, are God's new 
creation (5:17).  Their actions should reflect God's gracious acts in their lives.”4 
 

Isaiah 49 encourages the Nation of Israel while in exile through future restoration. This 

restoration to the land is not only for Israel, but also for all the nations. What God speaks through 

Paul to the Corinthian Church He spoke through Isaiah to the Nation of Israel. That promise 

made to Israel in Isaiah 49 is being fulfilled in the Corinthian Church. Wow. 

 

II. Paul’s Personal Illustration (6:3-10) 

 
• 3 “giving no cause for offense in anything, so that the ministry will not be discredited, 4 but in everything 

commending ourselves as servants of God, in much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, 5 

in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in hunger, 6 in purity, in knowledge, 

in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love, 7 in the word of truth, in the power of God; by 

the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and the left, 8 by glory and dishonor, by evil report and 

good report; regarded as deceivers and yet true; 9 as unknown yet well-known, as dying yet behold, we 

live; as punished yet not put to death, 10 as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, 

as having nothing yet possessing all things” (2 Cor. 6:3-10). 
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“Paul's catalog of hardships demonstrates the trustworthiness of his character, the zeal of his 

apostolic mission, and the sincerity of his love for the Corinthian church.  He has taken great 

risks to tell the Corinthians of God's grace and love.”5 

 

To reconcile and restore relationships, will take personal sacrifice. Just as Jesus laid down His 

life in order for His people to be reconciled, so must we [the Church] lay down our lives if the 

church is to be reconciled. Living out the vertical in the horizontal can be hard. I cannot tell you 

how powerful and painful this statement is. 

 

Listen to Paul’s description of this hard work. 

 

A. His example (vv. 3-4a) 

 

Paul says he has personally done everything necessary and removed all apparent obstacles for 

reconciliation to take place. He will now describe what that looked like. 

 

Embodying God’s service of reconciliation - How do we engage in the “service” of this word 

of God’s reconciling work? Paul paints a complex multidimensional picture of what happens to 

us when this word gets embodied in our lives. After asserting the need to do away with all 

obstacles that would cause others to reject what we have to say, he depicts what could be 

described as the “habitus” -- the lifestyle, values, and disposition -- of reconciliation in our 

experiences of everyday life.6 

 
Paul's pre-eminent concern is with the “ministry”, not his own reputation or position or 

influence. The only “self-commendation” he cares for is as a “servant/minister” of God. 

 

The word translated “discredited” (NASB) is a verb related to the noun, momus, a name given 

to the Greek god of ridicule or mockery. Paul wants nothing in his life to be used by others as 

an excuse for mocking the gospel. If offense is to be taken at the gospel, let it be because of the 

gospel, not the one who proclaims it. See 1 Cor. 1:17-19. 

 

B. His experience - vv. 4b-10 

 

1. Painful / Hardships - external suffering (vv. 4b-5) 

 
To be reconciled in separation will be painful. 
 
“How might we perceive or experience this service of reconciliation? Drawing on stylized 
depictions in ancient literature of the kind of suffering sages and prophets undergo, he describes 
three aspects of apostolic suffering. 
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First, there is what we undergo physically with “great endurance”: afflictions, hardships, and 
calamities. Then, there is what we experience because of what others do to us: beatings, 
imprisonments, and riots. Last, there are the ways we are personally affected by our vocation as 
God’s servants: labors, sleepless nights, and hunger. 
 
Although we may have a hard time as modern people identifying with the extremity of these 
descriptions of apostolic suffering, they do point to the fact that our participation in the service 
and word of reconciliation can never be divorced from the very real vicissitudes of human life; 
indeed, it may bring even more hardship into our lives.”7 
 

2. Presence and/or power - The fruit of the Spirit - internal strengthening  
(vv. 6-7) 

 
However, the Holy Spirit is working powerfully in both you and your fellow Christian. The 
Spirit’s presence provides the necessary power that empowers reconciliation on the horizontal. 
The pain Paul speaks of in verses 4 and 5 can only be endured through the presence and power 
of the Holy Spirit. 
 
“How might we conceive or interpret these experiences? Because they are “suffered” or 
experienced in Christ through the Spirit, they embody how -- to quote a phrase he will use later 
-- “power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9). 
 
Once again, Paul follows a threefold pattern. Starting with what is most apparent, he describes 
how the Spirit creates within us purity, knowledge, patience, and kindness. (Paul has similar 
lists elsewhere; see, e.g., Galatians 5:22.) Then, he places at the center of the list the One who 
works in and through our suffering: the Holy Spirit. Finally, with three short phrases he depicts 
what the Spirit enacts us through our public vocation as God’s servants: genuine love, truthful 
speech, and the power of God.”8 
 

3. Paradoxical living (vv. 8-10) 

 

What reconciliation looks like might be paradoxical from all outward appearances. It just does 

not make sense. What the Spirit of God works in us and through us to those around us might 

not look like reconciliation! In fact, it might be anything but reconciliation . . . but it is. 

 

• By glory and dishonor ("glory" = good opinions of us; "dishonor" = bad opinions; cf. John 

5:44; 12:43) 

• By evil report and good report (gossip and slander; see 1 pt. 2:23) 

• As deceivers, yet true (this is perception vs. Reality) 

• As unknown, yet well-known (unknown by the world but intimately known by god; see 

phil. 3:8-10; 2 Tim. 2:19; Jn. 10:14; or perhaps "unrecognized" as an apostle by some by 

"recognized" as such by God) 

• As dying, yet behold we live (see 1:8; 4:11ff.) 
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• As punished, yet not put to death (ps. 118:17-18; it is god's "discipline" in view) 

• As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing 

• As poor, yet making many rich (poor, that is, in the eyes of the world; or perhaps literally 

poor and spiritually rich, as the case with Jesus in 2 cor. 8:9) 

• As having nothing, yet possessing all things (see 1 cor. 3:21ff.; rom. 8:32) 

 
“How do we live out this experience of the agency of the Spirit amid what we suffer or experience 
in everyday life? Paul’s answer is clustered in three types of paradoxes. 
 
First, he deals with how we might appear to others. We may be honored or shamed, with either 
good or bad reputations. Yet throughout it all, we remain true, even when treated as impostors. 
We can be confident that we will be seen for who we are, even though we may often feel others 
do not fully recognize our value. 
 
Second, he deals with what actually takes place in these experiences. When we seek God’s 
reconciliation with one another in our often messy and complicated relationships we participate 
in Christ’s sufferings (pathemata) for the world (2 Corinthians 1:5). In the process, we will indeed 
have to die -- not only our final death but also the daily dying that fleshes out our baptism into 
Christ -- yet in Christ we live. We may even be disciplined (paideuomenoi) through what is taking 
place in our lives, yet in Christ we are not destroyed. 
 
Last, Paul lists public activities that embody the work of reconciliation -- activities that 
explicitly address three of his issues with the Corinthians. As members of Christ’s body, we 
undergo the “pain” (lupoumenoi) of speaking truth to one another about difficulties in our 
relationships, even as we “rejoice” together when we forgive and are reconciled with one 
another (see chaps. 1-7)). 
 
In spite of our apparent “poverty,” we can make others “rich” following the example of our 
Lord (Philipians 2:5-11). The service and word of reconciliation cannot be divorced from seeking 
a “fair balance” -- material and spiritual -- among the wealthy and poor among us (chaps. 8-9). 
 

Finally, in spite of “having nothing” -- since in Christ we are no longer defined by the wealth, 

wisdom, and power of this age -- we are those who “possess everything” -- as he says in an 

earlier letter: “All things are yours …” (1 Corinthians 3:21).”9 

 

In light of what he exhorts and illustrates, he makes the following appeal / application / 

resolution. 

 

III. Paul’s Passionate Application / Determination / Resolution (6:11-13) 
 

• 11 “Our mouth has spoken freely to you, O Corinthians, our heart is opened wide. 12 You are not restrained 

by us, but you are restrained in your own affections. 13 Now in a like exchange--I speak as to children--open 

wide to us also” (2 Cor. 6:11-13). 
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Paul has laid himself bare before those who alienate themselves from him and the gospel. What 

that transparency and vulnerability looks like has just been stated (vv. 4-10). Now, he appeals 

to them to do as he has done. Their “sacrifice” will be separating themselves from the false 

teachers (v. 14-7:4). 

 

Join me in doing it. “Paul then appeals to the Corinthians once more, emphasizing how he has 

spoken frankly to them (literally, ‘our mouth has been open to you’) and with a wide open heart 

(6:11). There has been no holding back of affection on Paul's part, but only on the part of the 

Corinthians. Paul urges them to reciprocate his love for them by opening wide their hearts (6:12-

13).”10 

 

Paul has just laid himself bare and he invites them to do the same. What does that mean, what 

does that look like? I do not know, but if and when it happens, try not to overanalyze it and thus 

kill it. Matters of the heart are to be received as gifts. No one struggling cares about what you 

know. They simply want to know you care. This is not something you learn from a book, but 

life and from people. 

 

I do get the need for theology and structure, but if our theology and structure are not by flesh 

and blood, it will be sterile and alone. If not careful, we end up like A.W. Pink, “Theologically 

right; but relationally bankrupt.”11 

 

I have often said Paul would be difficult to work with. He appears to be a driven person. But 

something else we know and see in Paul is a broken heart for humanity. 

 

No one can read these verses and hear the impassioned plea of the apostle and question his 

pastoral zeal. We must forever put aside as a myth that lacks the slightest biblical support the 

suggestion that one must either be a theologian whose passion is truth or a pastor whose passion 

is people. Paul would never have entertained the possibility of a mature Christian (especially a 

leader) being anything less than both. 

 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
“It is evident throughout 2 Corinthians that Paul was deeply hurt by accusations and insults 
coming from people in a congregation he had labored long and hard to establish and nurture. 
More than that, he agonized over their spiritual well-being. We can only imagine that Paul might 
have been tempted to wash his hands of those troublesome Corinthians, yet he did not. Second 
Corinthians provides us with the poignant witness of an apostle for whom walking away was 
not an option. Moved by the reconciling love of God in Christ−by Christ's willingness to humble 
himself and become vulnerable, suffer and die−Paul firmly believed that he was called to be an 
agent of God's reconciling work. Though wronged by the Corinthians (at least in Paul's view, 
the only viewpoint preserved), he was willing to humble himself and make himself vulnerable, 
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pleading with the Corinthians to be reconciled to God and to himself. Once again, I am struck 
by how sorely Paul's words are needed in the contemporary church. Though we may talk a 
good game about forgiveness and reconciliation, we often balk at taking the risks inherent in 
truly living a ministry of reconciliation, even within the church. Often, both parties in a 
conflict feel they have been wronged by the other, and neither is willing to risk the 
vulnerability and potential humiliation of seeking reconciliation. We would much rather 
nurse our wounds and grudges than do the hard and humbling work of mending broken 
relationships. We would do well to learn from Paul about speaking frankly and with an open 
heart. For Paul, it begins with what God has done for us in Christ. Even though we are clearly 
the injuring party, God takes the risk of vulnerability, humiliation, and suffering in order to 
reconcile us to himself. As an ambassador for Christ entrusted with this message of 
reconciliation, Paul is compelled to take the same risk with those who have wronged him. He 
urges them -- and us -- to join him in the ministry of reconciliation to which all are called in 
Christ, beginning with our own sisters and brothers in Christ. Engaging in this ministry within 
the church is necessary if we hope to bear compelling witness to God's reconciling love for the 
world.”12 
 
As a pastor of a fellowship, I am often the reservoir that holds all of the polluted waters that 
drain in after the storm. Tragically, I seldom hear of those bruised and crushed relationships 
being restored. Most of the time restoration comes through separation.  
 
“When the now-famous poet Elizabeth Barrett became the wife of Robert Browning, her parents 
disowned her because they disapproved of the marriage. Their daughter Elizabeth, however, 
wrote almost every week, telling them that she loved them and longed for a reconciliation. After 
10 years, she received a huge box in the mail that contained all the notes she had sent. Not one 
had been opened! Although these ‘love letters’ have now become a precious part of classical 
English literature, it’s really sad to think that they were never read by Elizabeth Barrett’s own 
parents. Had they looked at just one, the broken relationship with their daughter might have 
been healed.”13 
 
However, all is not lost. Sometimes there appears to be a real and genuine restoration of a brutal 
separation. I have seen sincere and genuine reconciliation where there was nothing but hate-
filled and heart-wrenching separation. Such events are inexplicable apart from the work of the 
Holy Spirit. We cannot explain it, but we can accept it. 
 

1. Horizontal reconciliation between Christians is possible because of vertical reconciliation. 
2. Just as, so also. Horizontal reconciliation will take a lot of hard work. 
3. When others reach out in reconciliation, let us be quick to respond in kind. 

 
Today, this reconciliation operates on two fronts.  
 
“All of us are alienated from God because of sin, but God has provided a way of reconciliation. 
In the Bible, He tells about it, and also expresses His earnest desire for fellowship with us. The 
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question is whether we will open the letter, hear of His love for us, and become reconciled to 
God through what Christ has done for us. I’ve opened a letter for you today.”14  
 
Perhaps, someone has reached out to you for reconciliation. Have you opened the Letter? Maybe 
you need to write that Letter? Either way, we are ambassadors of reconciliation. 
 

1 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2481  
2 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=327 
3 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2481  
4 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1318 
5 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1318  
6 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2481 
7 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2481 
8 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2481 
9 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2481  
10 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=327 
11 http://www.internetmonk.com/archive/stop-me-before-i-turn-into-aw-pink This is an excellent article and 
the comments that follow are insightful. I have read his biography and as one hears, “You can be so right that you 
are wrong.” This is Pink’s legacy. 
12 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=327 
13 http://www.sermoncentral.com/illustrations/sermon-illustration-sermoncentral-staff-stories-65935.asp  
14 From Donald Minshew’s Sermon: A Gospel Proclaimed  

                                                           


