
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  November 27, 2016 
Title:  “The Titus Touch” 
Text:  2 Corinthians 7:2-16 
Theme:   
 
Introduction:  
 
“Not all stories have a moral, but this one from ancient Greece certainly does. Midas has a 
gift – everything he touches turns to gold. But he soon learns that an excessive love of riches 
squeezes the truly valuable things out of life. 
The story begins with Silenus, a satyr, half man, half goat, who follows Dionysus the god of 
Wine. 
 
The Midas Touch 
There was once a dreadfully ugly beast called Silenus. He pranced over the mountains on a pair 
of hairy goat’s legs. A long tail swished behind him, but from the waist up he was a man, more 
or less. His big belly bounced up and down as he ran along. A pair of horns sprouted out of his 
bald and shiny head. Quite often, slobber dribbled from his thick and purple lips. In short, this 
delightful creature was a satyr. 
Silenus was a friend of Dionysus, the God of Wine. Dionysus often used to gather his wild band 
of followers in the woods for a noisy, riotous party. They included satyrs as well as Maenads, 
who were wild women of the woods. They would bang drums, blow pipes and horns, and crash 
cymbals and they danced themselves into a mad frenzy. But above all, they liked to drink wine. 
One time after Silenus had been partying all night, he staggered out of the woods and into the 
palace grounds of Midas, king of Phrygia. He lay down between the rose bushes and fell into a 
deep sleep. Around mid-morning Princess Zoe was walking through the gardens collecting rose 
blossoms. She saw the hairy hoof of Silenus sticking out from amongst the bushes, and she 
thought that a poor sick goat had come into the garden to lie down. As he was dirty and smelled 
not very nice, she called the gardener. When he came, he pulled on the leg and found not a goat, 
but a satyr. 
“Ugh, he’s horrible,” exclaimed Zoe. “Throw him on the compost heap.” 
“Ah, I’d better ask the king before I do that,” said the Gardener. “After all, a satyr can bring 
good fortune.” 
When King Midas learned that there was a satyr sleeping in the rose garden, he ordered that he 
be given a bed in the palace until he felt better. The servants carried him on a stretcher to the 
best guest room. There he remained, snoring loudly and smelling like – well, a goat for almost 
another day. 
When finally he arose, he staggered into the palace kitchen and noisily demanded cheese, eggs, 
and wine. 
The cook wanted to chase him out with a meat cleaver, but the steward held him back saying 
that the satyr was a guest of the King. Silenus took the wine and went wandering around the 
palace, leaving dirty hoof prints as he went. 
When the Queen saw him, she was horrified. “Who or what is this vile creature that’s come to 
stay with us?” she asked the King. 
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Midas replied that he was a friend of Dionysus, and everyone must treat him with great 
courtesy. 
Although Princess Zoe and the Queen did their best to stay out of the way of the satyr, King 
Midas entertained his guest, eating and drinking with him until late at night, and playing music 
on the pan pipes. All in all, Silenus stayed with Midas for a week. 
No one was more pleased about this show of hospitality than Dionysus, because in his eyes, 
anyone who honoured Silenus honoured Dionysus. 
A few days after Silenus had left, Midas was walking in his rose garden when he heard some 
strange but lovely music. He followed the sound and discovered a perfectly beautiful man 
sitting on the grass and playing a pipe. He knew right away that the stranger was one of the 
gods and he fell down on one knee.  
The god said, “Get up man. I’m not one for ceremonies. I wish to reward you. What gift would 
you like more than any other in the world? Power isn’t really my thing, but I can offer you wine, 
women or song.” 
“I need money,” said Midas. 
“Money. What good comes of money?” asked the god. 
“Well of course a god like you has no use for money,” said Midas, “but we mortals can never 
have enough of it. I wish that everything I touched turned to gold.” 
Although Dionysus thought it was a foolish wish, he granted it with the words, “Midas, all 
that you touch shall turn to gold.” 
The god disappeared, and King Midas rejoiced in his curse. He reached out and touched a 
rose blossom and it turned to gold. He picked up a stone, and that too became golden. Even 
a clod of earth became gold. 
He plucked an apple from a low branch, and it immediately became cold and shiny. He held 
it in his hand and said, 
“Oh, how pure and perfect it is.” 
Then he tossed the golden apple over his shoulder, and hurried into the palace to try his touch 
on random objects: columns, statues, furniture and doorknobs. 
The servants heard his voice laughing and shouting, “Gold, glorious gold!” And they 
wondered what had gotten into the king. 
Princess Zoe heard him too. She found him turning peas into little golden nuggets. 
“Father, what has happened?” she asked. 
“The most wonderful thing,” he replied, and he hugged her. 
But this was not what he had expected. He was holding not his daughter in his arms, but a 
cold, still statue. 
Distraught, he went to the fountain to wash his hot tears from his face. But as he scooped up 
the water in his hands, it turned into liquid gold. 
Now he realised the cruelty of his gift. He called out, “Lord Dionysus, save me from this 
cursed metal!” 
Dionysus heard him and took pity on the foolish King. He appeared sitting on the edge of 
the fountain and said, 
“Go to the river that flows by the great city of Sardis. Make your way upstream until you 
come to the source. Plunge your head and body at the same moment into the foaming 
fountain, where it gushes out, and wash away your foolishness.” 
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Midas did as he was told, and when he plunged into the stream the banks and the flowers 
that grew on them became yellow and golden. But Midas emerged from the waters free of his 
wish for riches and gold. So as long as he lived, he rejoiced in all that was simple and 
natural.”1 
Text Copyright Hugh Fraser 2009 – 
 

Friends, this text tells us what is most important. I do not minimize the gospel when I reference 
relationships, because it is the power of the gospel that forms Bible-based, blood-bought 
relationships. Moreover, these relationships birthed by the gospel are to be promoted, protected, 
and pursued. However, as we will see, Bible-based and blood-bought relationships on the 
horizontal still take a lot of work and sometimes that work requires relational confrontation, 
repentance, and restoration. Let us begin. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. Paul’s Appeal (vv. 2-4 [“Make room for us in your hearts”) 

 
Paul wanted them to treat him in kind. Just as he has, so also should they. Paul answers the 
charges of his assailers. Yet, he points this out without judging or condemning those who 
listened to them. His intent was to restore his relationship with the church. Although it has been 
a painful journey, Paul’s joy overflowed in his relationship with them.  
 
This is strongly descriptive of our own relationships. Sometimes it is simply hard work. 
Sometimes the easiest thing to do is walk away from it, but by walking away from the hard work 
we miss the blessing birthed in and from the affliction. 
 

• 2 “Make room for us in your hearts; we wronged no one, we corrupted no one, we took advantage of no 
one. 3 I do not speak to condemn you, for I have said before that you are in our hearts to die together and 
to live together. 4 Great is my confidence in you; great is my boasting on your behalf. I am filled with 
comfort; I am overflowing with joy in all our affliction” (2 Cor. 7:2-4). 

 

The word Paul uses for “overflowing” is a compound word and means, “To super abound.” It 
is our English word hyper. As a whole, hyper speaks of excessive and is often used in the 
negative. When a child is hyper, he is bouncing off the walls. Chances are this is not a good 
thing. Paul says his joy for them in their affliction was “bouncing off the walls.”  
 

Paul then speaks of his this affliction. 
 
II. Paul’s Affliction (v. 5)  
 

• 5 “For even when we came into Macedonia our flesh had no rest, but we were afflicted on every side: 
conflicts without, fears within” (2 Cor. 7:5). 

 

A. No rest for the flesh (cf. 2:13) 
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The word “rest” occurs elsewhere as liberty (Acts 24:23). He will then use the word in 2 
Corinthians 2:13; 7:5 and 8:13. The opposite of this rest is trouble (2 Thess. 1:7). Paul’s language 
throughout 2 Corinthians speaks of one who is overwhelmed, beat down, and buckled knee. 
Notice how Paul speaks of his adversity. 
 

B. Afflicted on every side 
 

1. Conflicts without (disharmony in the churches of Macedonia, persecution by 
enemies, etc.) 

 

2. Fears within (anxiety over the situation at Corinth) 
 

All of us live under the curse. Because of this Jesus says, “In this world you will have tribulation” 
(John 16:33). Yet, even under the curse there is another dimension to our affliction that sucks the 
air out of us and robs us of joy. That is the kind of affliction Paul speaks of here. Although it is 
difficult to think and feel beyond our circumstances, we seek to believe the hope we have in 
Christ Jesus where joy comes from our affliction. This is what Paul references in the next verse. 
 
III. Paul’s Assurance (vv. 5-7 “God comforted us”) 
 

God was working in their midst for Paul’s comfort. 
 

• 6 “But God, who comforts the depressed, comforted us by the coming of Titus; 7 and not only by his coming, 
but also by the comfort with which he was comforted in you, as he reported to us your longing, your 
mourning, your zeal for me; so that I rejoiced even more” (2 Cor. 7:6, 7). 

 

This text “reeks” of joy. One of my favorite words in the New Testament is the word comfort or 
parakaleo. It means, “To call alongside.” God is a God who comes alongside of us. Most of that 
comfort is coming to us through people within our family. Often, we desire God to manifest 
Himself and to speak to us in an audible voice. My response to such an inquiry is, “He does.” 
God touches us and speaks to us through His people, His church. 
 

The word “depressed” in verse six carries the idea of “humiliated.” We all believe we are humble 
or have humility, but to be humiliated comes from the outside and beats us down. Paul was 
humble of spirit, but he was humiliated by his circumstances. To have those you love turn on 
you is painful. It is equally painful to be misunderstood and spoken of poorly. 
 
Being humble is an attitude one has within themselves. Being humiliated is the activity of others 
outside of yourself. I can have a humble spirit, but you can humiliate me. The apostle Paul was 
a humble man, but he was humiliated by his circumstances. As a result of this humiliation, he 
was depressed. 
 

“Simply put, Paul was depressed over the situation in Corinth and his relationship with the 
church there. The word ‘depressed’ (NASB) is literally, ‘humble,’ i.e., one who is lowly of spirit. 
Here it is used, not in an ethical sense, but in a psychological sense . . . emotionally lowly, 
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downcast, despairing. But God ministered to Paul. [How did God minister to the apostle in this 
humiliation, in this depression?] By . . .”2 
 

A. The coming of Titus - v. 6 
 

B. The news of how the Corinthians responded to Titus - v. 7a 
 

C. The news of how the Corinthians responded to Paul - v. 7b 
 

1. Your longing 
2. Your mourning 
3. Your zeal 

 
All three words are passion words. They are loaded with emotion. Friends, relationships are not 
mechanical things. Relationships have faces and names behind them. Relationships are not 
abstract; they are concrete. There is flesh and blood behind all of our activities. It is the emotional 
side of our relationships that often have to be managed. Love, acceptance, forgiveness, favor, 
and service are all relationship based. 
 
Grace reigns in the context of wrong, abuse, and humiliation. I cannot control what you say and 
do, but I can control how I respond to the wrong.  
 
This text is incredible. God comforted Paul by the coming of Titus. I’m not sure Titus came with 
any deep insight as to what was happening. What he did do was show up, and his presence 
comforted the apostle. This is what we can be for those who are depressed. Remember what I 
said when I spoke of my own growth and journey.  
 

• I value our relationship more than being right.  

• And it is possible to be so right that you end up wrong. Why? Because relationships end 
up destroyed. I opened with the story of King Midas. He got was he wanted, but it was 
at the destruction of what he valued most. 

 
Relationships matter to God. In fact, this is what the Gospel forms. It forms relationships. Notice 
what Paul does to restore and celebrate his relationship with the Corinthian Church. 
 
IV. Paul’s Action (vv. 8-12 “My Letter”) 
 
Paul’s intent in writing the Letter was to restore the relationship. Regardless of how much effort 
it actually took to write the Letter or have it written, it was the thought that counted. He thought 
of them enough to do what he did. Paul did what he could because of the distance. If he were 
able, he would have sat down over a cup of coffee or tea and have the restoring conversation. 
 

• 8 “For though I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it; though I did regret it--for I see that that 
letter caused you sorrow, though only for a while--9 I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but 
that you were made sorrowful to the point of repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the 
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will of God, so that you might not suffer loss in anything through us. 10 For the sorrow that is according to 
the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of the world 
produces death. 11 For behold what earnestness this very thing, this godly sorrow, has produced in you: 
what vindication of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what avenging of 
wrong! In everything you demonstrated yourselves to be innocent in the matter. 12 So although I wrote to 
you, it was not for the sake of the offender nor for the sake of the one offended, but that your earnestness 
on our behalf might be made known to you in the sight of God” (2 Cor. 7:8-12). 

 
Apparently, this issue was public and Paul sought public restoration. It is note Paul sounds in 
2:1-11. Notice how Paul spoke to the issue. 
 
“The Apostle sets us an example here, of the rarest and most difficult virtue, when he goes back 
upon the story of his relations with the Corinthians, and makes the bitter stock yield sweet and 
wholesome fruit.”3  
 

A. The “sorrowful letter”: its purpose - v. 8 (cf. 2:4) 
 
Paul wrote to restore the relationship. 
 

B. The “sorrowful letter”: its effect - vv. 9-11 
 
Paul’s intent played out in their response. 
 

1. Godly sorrow - v. 9 
 

2. Godly repentance - vv. 10-11 
 
How might we know if one’s repentance is godly or worldly? We might not in the immediate. 
Its sincerity is not something we can judge. Only God can judge such a thing. Paul does note 
that the result of genuine repentance is life and the result of a worldly repentance is death. 
 
It’s as if Paul was speaking these words: “I wrote the letter to awaken you to what I knew all 
along was in your heart. You really do care for me. You really do know in your heart that I am 
your apostle. I wrote the letter so that you would have to acknowledge this not only to 
yourselves but also to God.” 
 
When Paul wrote the Letter addressing the issues, he did the most loving thing. The hard thing 
is to speak into difficult situations and the only way to do such a thing is in the context of a 
loving relationship. This is what Paul did and it yielded life. 
  
Paul returns to his relationship with Titus and interplay between the three of them. 
 
V. Paul’s Alliance (vv. 13-16) 
 
Paul’s joy was wrapped up in the joy of Titus. 
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• 13 “For this reason we have been comforted. And besides our comfort, we rejoiced even much more for the 

joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all. 14 For if in anything I have boasted to him 
about you, I was not put to shame; but as we spoke all things to you in truth, so also our boasting before 
Titus proved to be the truth. 15 His affection abounds all the more toward you, as he remembers the 
obedience of you all, how you received him with fear and trembling. 16 I rejoice that in everything I have 
confidence in you” (2 Cor. 7:13-16). 

 
Paul’s joy fed off this healthy relational dynamic; as does ours. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Paul tells us that relationships are important and worth fighting for. 
2. We need to do what we can to promote, protect, and pursue those relationships for personal 
and corporate health. 

3. It is not always easy, but it is always right. 
 

1 http://www.storynory.com/2009/08/03/the-midas-touch/  
2 http://www.samstorms.com/all-articles/post/2-corinthians-6:14-7:16 
3 Denney, Second Epistle to the Corinthians, 253. 

                                                           


