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Date:  December 4, 2016 
Title:  The Nature of our Warfare – Not of the Flesh  
Text:  2 Corinthians 10:1-6 
Theme: The Gospel alone is enough to save sinners and sanctify saints. Spiritual ministry 

requires spiritual means 
 
Introduction:  
Have you ever watched an American football game? What about a Latino football game? Or 
maybe even a “football/rugby” match? Have you ever wondered what would happen if you 
tried to play the game with the rules guiding another form of the game? There are a lot of 
similarities, but the rules guiding each game are vastly different. Moreover, I would suspect 
things would not go well if you played American football with Latino rules or Soccer with rugby 
rules. 
 
Contrary to what most men think, duct tape and a hammer do not fix most problems. Why? 
Because spiritual ministry requires spiritual means. You cannot and will not have a spiritual 
ministry using fleshly means. This is the same principle Jesus speaks of when He says, “A good 
tree produces good fruit and an evil tree produces evil fruit.” The two do not mix. 
 
The church cannot play the game without following the rules. Moreover, if the spiritual church 
seeks to use fleshly rules, it will lose. 
 
“This last section of Second Corinthians contains some of the strongest language against people 
that the Apostle Paul uses in any of his letters. Because of the severity of that language, and the 
fact that it seems to contrast with some of the earlier passages in the letter where he expresses 
joy over the Corinthians' repentance, many scholars have felt that this is a fragment of another 
of his letters that has somehow been tacked onto Second Corinthians. Some have even thought 
it may be the ‘severe letter’ that Paul mentions earlier in this letter that he wrote to the Corinthian 
church and which has been lost to us. We ought to remember, however, that when he wrote this, 
as happened with many of his letters, he was traveling about from place to place. He would 
dictate his letters at night, and this is probably the cause of some of these sudden changes of 
subject which we run across in his writings from time to time. It is obvious that here he does, 
indeed, change the subject very sharply from what he has been talking about in Chapters 8 
and 9. When we note also that the sharp words he uses in this last section are not addressed 
against the church as a whole, but against a special group of teachers in the midst of the 
Corinthians who were teaching false doctrine, you can understand that this is a subject that 
might well engage his attention as he concludes this letter.”1 
 

When A Good Church Goes Bad: Recovering From Spiritual Abuse, by Casey M Sabella 
“What happens when the church you love begins to manifest un-Christian behavior? Do 
you leave or stay to fix what is broken? Casey spent 15 years serving a dynamic church 
that grew to several satellite churches throughout his state. Many people came to Christ 
and experienced extraordinary life-change. This amazing ministry eventually collapsed. 
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All that is left is an open field where horses graze. Serving first as a deacon and eventually 
as an associate pastor, Casey joined as a teenager, met and married his wife Patti and rose 
to become a full time associate pastor. When A Good Church Goes Bad is his account of 
what happened as the ministry collapsed under the weight of unethical choices.”2 
 
Paul’s adversaries accuse him of unethical choices. Paul pushes back and seeks to 
vindicate the power of the gospel.  
 
In chapters 10-13 Paul focuses his attention on the claims of his opponents, certain Jewish-
Christian missionaries who have recently arrived in Corinth and are challenging Paul’s 
apostolic credentials. While formally addressing the Corinthians, Paul takes up the 
objections of his rivals, and the tone of the polemic often bristles with sarcasm.”3 

 
The chapter clearly points out the charges raised by the false teachers against the apostle Paul. 
Paul does not mince his words. His clarity is notable. “The apostle vindicates himself against 
the aspersions cast on his person by the false apostle; and takes occasion to mention his spiritual 
might and authority, 1-6. He shows them the impropriety of judging after the outward 
appearance, 7.”4 
 
“The frightening thing is that a future cult leader may indeed be a member of our congregation. 
In speaking to the elders of the church in Ephesus, Paul warned that savage wolves would join 
their congregation, and that some of the elders he was addressing would arise, ‘speaking 
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them’ (Acts 20:30). Harold Bussell, in his 
excellent little book, Unholy Devotion: Why Cults Lure Christians, describes some of the 
characteristics of a cult, and then shows that these same characteristics can be found among 
evangelical churches and Christians. In 2 Corinthians 10, Paul distinguishes himself and the 
other authentic apostles by contrasting the characteristics of the cultist leaders of that day with 
the doctrine, attitudes, and practice of the true apostles. These characteristics are just as true of 
leaders today as they were in Paul’s day.”5 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

1. The Nature of our Warfare – not of the flesh (vv. 1-6) 
2. The Nature of our Authority – not for destroying you (vv. 7-11) 
3. The Nature of our Comparison – not boasting beyond our measure (vv. 12-18) 

 

Outline: 
 
Paul’s accusers charged him of walking according to the flesh! Land sake!  
 

I. Paul’s Introduction (vv. 1, 2) 
 

• 1 Now I, Paul, myself urge you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ--I who am 
meek when face to face with you, but bold toward you when absent! 2 I ask that when 
I am present I need not be bold with the confidence with which I propose to be 
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courageous against some, who regard us as if we walked according to the flesh.  
o 3 For [gar] though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh,  
o 4 for [gar] the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful 

for the destruction of fortresses.  
� 5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the 

knowledge of God, and  
� we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, 6 and  
� we are ready to punish all disobedience, whenever your obedience is 

complete. 
 

A. The Charge against Paul’s Ministry (v. 1) 
 
v. 1 The Greek pronoun (“you”) is plural. The word “personally” is supplied to reflect the force 
of the Greek intensive pronoun αὐτός (autos) at the beginning of the verse.6 
 
Here Paul is responding to criticisms (1) of his preceding visit, when he was perceived to be 
"timid" or "meek," and (2) of his follow-up letter (the "Severe Letter," now lost), in which he was 
charged to be "bold". He alludes to this again in v. 10. Evidently, his enemies used this to 
demonstrate that Paul was fickle, unstable, and not to be trusted. Says Clements: 
 

"It is clear that Paul has been accused of being a cowardly bully who is very good at writing 
domineering letters. They said that in person he was a craven weakling, an ineffectual wimp. 
But he had megalomaniac pretensions: a timid puppy who barked like a 'bold' rottweiler 
from behind the fence! 'His letters are weighty and forceful,' they said, 'but in person he is 
unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothing' (10:10)" (165). 

 
B. The Character of Paul’s Ministry (vv. 1, 2) 

 
1. The Meekness of Christ (v. 1) 

 
The word “meek” [praotes] occurs in 9 verses. Its first occurrence is in 1 Corinthians 4:21. All 
occurrences speak of either Christ, the Holy Spirit, or this trait in Christians. This word does not 
occur in the Gospels.  
 

• “What will ye? shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love, and in the spirit of meekness?” (1 Cor. 4:21). 
 

• “Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am base among 
you, but being absent am bold toward you” (2 Cor. 10:1). 
 

• “Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law” (Gal. 5:23). 
 

• “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted” (Gal. 6:1). 
 

• “With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love” (Eph. 4:2). 
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• “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, longsuffering” (Col. 3:12). 
 

• “But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 
meekness” (1 Tim. 6:11). 
 

• “In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to 
the acknowledging of the truth” (2 Tim. 2:25). 
 

• “To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men” (Titus 3:2). 

 
The idea can also be that of humility.  
 

• New International Version 
“By the humility and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to you--I, Paul, who am ‘timid’ when face to face with 
you, but "bold" toward you when away!” 

 
In 2 Corinthians 7 Paul speaks of being “depressed.” “Depressed” is that of humiliation. This 
word speaks of having humility IN OUR HUMILIATION. Humility is how we respond to our 
humiliation.  
 
The noun form [praos] occurs once in the Gospels and it is in Matthew 11:29. 
 

• “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls” (Matt. 11:29). 

 
A final word within this word family is praus. It occurs three times in the New Testament. 
 

• “Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth” (Matt. 5:5). 
 

• “Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt 
the foal of an ass” (Matt. 21:5). 
 

• “But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price” (1 Pet. 3:4). 

 
The idea of meekness couples with gentleness.  
 

• Holman Christian Standard Bible 
“Now I, Paul, make a personal appeal to you by the gentleness and graciousness of Christ--I who am 
humble among you in person but bold toward you when absent.” 

 
International Standard Version 
“Now I myself, Paul, plead with you with the gentleness and kindness of the Messiah —I who am humble 
when I am face to face with you but forceful toward you when I am away!” 

 
The thought of “gentleness” means “suitable, appropriate, and thus “patient.” Paul had to speak 
things that might be hard to hear, but he did it in such a way that his “heart” was seeable.  
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Despite the fact that he has been charged with being "bold" and "authoritative" only in his letters 
(cf. v. 10), Paul refuses to take the bait and blast them with apostolic commands. Rather he 
appeals, using language that is deeply personal and emotional. Also, instead of appealing to the 
majestic and irresistible authority of the risen and exalted Christ, he grounds his appeal in the 
Lord's meekness and gentleness. He points to those two characteristics of Jesus that portray him 
as slow to take offense, willing to bear reproach, and self-sacrificing. These, Paul says, are 
[his] model for ministry. These, Paul says, are the spirit in which [he] make [his] appeal. 
 
Paul will speak to his authority in the next paragraph where he says he came to build up not 
tear down. Paul knew what Jesus said in Matthew 11:28-30 and it was that spirit that infested 
his ministry. Any ministry that does not gives rest and hope is a false ministry. 
 
Our Lord when responding to the request of His disciples for positions of authority in His 
kingdom notes this same contrast.  
 

• 33 “They came to Capernaum; and when He was in the house, He began to question them, ‘What were you 
discussing on the way?’ 34 But they kept silent, for on the way they had discussed with one another which 
of them was the greatest. 35 Sitting down, He called the twelve and said to them, ‘If anyone wants to be 

first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.’ 36 Taking a child, He set him before them, and taking him in 
His arms, He said to them, 37 ‘Whoever receives one child like this in My name receives Me; and whoever 
receives Me does not receive Me, but Him who sent Me’” (Mark 9:33-37). 

 
• 21 “’But behold, the hand of the one betraying Me is with Mine on the table. 22 For indeed, the Son of Man 

is going as it has been determined; but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!’” 23 And they began to 
discuss among themselves which one of them it might be who was going to do this thing. 24 And there 
arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be greatest. 25 And He said to 
them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who have authority over them are called 
'Benefactors.' 26 But it is not this way with you, but the one who is the greatest among you must become 
like the youngest, and the leader like the servant. 27 For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table 
or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one who 
serves’” (Luke 2:21-27). 

 

What is interesting is how the statement of serving others often appears in very different 
circumstances, but it is always the same thing. Notice the context of the statement in Luke’s 
account. Jesus is in the UPPER ROOM with His disciples and they are having this argument! 
Often the petty but necessary shadow distracts us from the truly significant and essential 
substance. 
 
The model Paul patterned his ministry around is that of our Lord Jesus. The type of ministry the 
Spirit works in us and through us to those around us is the life of Christ and His life is one of 
servant-leadership. Listen to how this idea of servant leadership is defined. 
 
“While servant leadership is a timeless concept, the phrase ‘servant leadership’ was coined by 
Robert K. Greenleaf in The Servant as Leader, an essay that he first published in 1970. In that 
essay, Greenleaf said: ‘The servant-leader is servant first… It begins with the natural feeling that 
one wants to serve, to serve first. Then conscious choice brings one to aspire to lead. That person 
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is sharply different from one who is leader first, perhaps because of the need to assuage an 
unusual power drive or to acquire material possessions…The leader-first and the servant-first 
are two extreme types. Between them there are shadings and blends that are part of the infinite 
variety of human nature. The difference manifests itself in the care taken by the servant-first to 
make sure that other people’s highest priority needs are being served. The best test, and difficult 
to administer, is: Do those served grow as persons? Do they, while being served, become 
healthier, wiser, freer, more autonomous, more likely themselves to become servants? And, 
what is the effect on the least privileged in society? Will they benefit or at least not be further 
deprived?’ A servant-leader focuses primarily on the growth and well-being of people and the 
communities to which they belong. While traditional leadership generally involves the 
accumulation and exercise of power by one at the ‘top of the pyramid,’ servant leadership is 
different. The servant-leader shares power, puts the needs of others first and helps people 
develop and perform as highly as possible.”7 
 
“The meekness and gentleness of Paul not only identifies him with Christ and his fellow-
apostles, it also clearly distinguishes him from the false apostles: 
 

• 19 For you, being so wise, bear with the foolish gladly. 20 For you bear with anyone if he 
enslaves you, if he devours you, if he takes advantage of you, if he exalts himself, if he 
hits you in the face. 21 To my shame I must say that we have been weak by comparison (2 
Corinthians 11:19-21a). 
 

These ‘take charge’ folks are willing and eager to push people around, and their followers seem 
to love it. Paul dramatically and decisively distances himself from such leaders. I must say to 
you that many Christians foolishly regard bullies as ‘spiritual leaders,’ and they are tragically 
wrong. Assertiveness does not make one a leader. I fear that all too many pushy people are 
placed into leadership roles simply because they are aggressive and assertive. I am not saying 
that an aggressive person cannot ever be a leader. I am saying that their aggressive bent will 
have to be brought under the control of the Holy Spirit. I am saying that there may be many 
very capable, quiet leaders whom we have overlooked because we equate leadership with 
certain aggressive, assertive personality types.”8  
 

2. The request by Paul (v. 2) 
 
Paul is hoping that when he comes he will not have to be bold with those who oppose him, but 
he will if necessary.  
 
“Make no mistake, however; Paul fully intends to be as ‘bold’ as he must in order to put things 
right when he finally arrives. The words ‘with which I propose to be courageous’ could more 
accurately be rendered ‘with which I dare to be courageous.’ The point is this: ‘Far from 
flaunting his authority by rushing into disciplinary action, Paul envisions the prospect as a 
dare that cannot be avoided, not a challenge to be encountered with relish’”9  
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The word “flesh” is generally used by Paul in one of three ways: (1) as a neutral reference to the 
physical body; (2) as a pejorative reference to the fallen, sinful nature; or (3) as a reference to the 
standards of excellence as the world judges excellence. Here he has in mind this third notion. 
Their accusation against Paul is that he is unimpressive, ineffective, a third-rate orator who is 
not sufficiently worthy to warrant remuneration, and inexperienced in visions and revelations 
which are the hallmark of spirituality (as they define it). Thus, in their minds, one who walks 
"according to the flesh" is manifestly devoid of the power of the Spirit. 
 

II. Paul’s explanation (vv. 3-5 [See also Eph. 6:11-17; 1 Tim. 1:18; 2 Tim. 2:3-4; 4:7]). 
 

• 1 Now I, Paul, myself urge you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ--I who am meek 
when face to face with you, but bold toward you when absent! 2 I ask that when I am 
present I need not be bold with the confidence with which I propose to be courageous 
against some, who regard us as if we walked according to the flesh.  

o 3 For [gar] though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh,  
o 4 for [gar] the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful 

for the destruction of fortresses.  
� 5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against 

the knowledge of God, and  
� we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, 6 and  
� we are ready to punish all disobedience, whenever your obedience is 

complete. 
 

A. The “smell” of Christian ministry – we do not war according to the flesh (v. 3b) 
 

I tossed around the idea of nature or character, but “smell” best captures the idea of tone or 
atmosphere. It is the feeling I get when I walk into the house after work and Kirsten has prepared 
one of her multi-ingredient meals that is sitting in a large kettle on the stove. I know what is 
going on and am fully prepared for what is about to happen. 
 

Paul uses the word “war.” This same tone is notable in verse 4. The language Paul uses is 
graphic. Words like “destruction,” “destroying,” “taking every thought captive,” and “ready to 
punish” are all war words. All of this is what God does AND we could never do. 
 

The word is strateuomai. It is the middle voice and means, “To serve in a military campaign.” 
It reminds us that we are inside of this larger Story where the Serpent’s Seed wages war against 
that of the Woman’s. 
 

B. The sphere of Christian ministry – it is not according to the flesh (v. 4a)  
 

Verse 3 sets the stage for what Paul is about to say. Yes, we are [literally] in the flesh (sphere), 
but the source of our weaponry is not according to the flesh.  
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See Rom. 8:9; Gal. 2:20. NIV - “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world 
does.” i.e., we live and minister in flesh and blood bodies, but we repudiate the standards and 
values of the world; we do not utilize its tactics or schemes to achieve our goals. 
 
Jesus teaches this same idea in John 17 when He speaks of His disciples as “being in the world, 
but not of the world.” Paul references this idea when he says “we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against spiritual wickedness in high places.” This is what I mean when I say, “See 
your story inside of His Story.”  
 
The Church of Jesus has always wrestled against being in the world, but not of the world. One 
can completely sever themselves from the physical entanglements of this world and still be 
worldly. Paul says as much in Colossians 2. Moreover, one can have great wealth and not be 
worldly. Such would be the case with Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea. In either case, the 
issue is JESUS. 
 
We have seen churches with good intentions concerning the lost in time capitulate to the 
trappings of this world and lose the purity of the gospel. Likewise, we have seen, churches 
isolate themselves from the world in which they live and in time lose the intent of the gospel to 
save sinners. Both end up being wrong. 
 
Let us go back to the primary intent of this text. Paul was being accused of not acting like the 
world to which charge he readily accepted. Contrary to the tools used by wordlings, Paul speaks 
to the source of his ministry. 
 
Paul uses the small word to contrast the fleshly with the power that comes from God [alla]. 
 

C. The source of Christian enablement – divinely powerful (v. 4b) 
 

Our weapons have divine power, not human/worldly/fleshly power.  
 
D.A. Carson elaborates: 

“The contrast Paul is drawing must not be overlooked. He is not comparing, say, tanks, 
rifles, and missiles with prayer, fasting, and preaching. The fleshly or worldly side of the 
contrast depends on the interpretation of 2 Corinthians 10:3-4a - worldly weapons in this 
context are the kinds of tools of the trade relished by the intruders: human ingenuity, 
rhetoric, showmanship, a certain splashiness and forwardness in spiritual pretensions, 
charm, powerful personal charisma. Such weapons they will not find in Paul's arsenal, so 
they think him inferior; but Paul responds by openly disavowing such weapons. He 
would not want to defend himself on that score, for his weapons are of an entirely different 
sort. They are spiritual weapons, and they are divinely powerful (or powerful in God's 
perspective or for his service).”10 

 
The “thing” we have at our disposal in this warfare is the very power of God. What we will see 
is that the only thing that can actually do the work of the ministry is the Holy Spirit. This does 
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not negate us preparing the horse for the day of battle, but it is also imperative that we never 
forget that the victory belongs to the Lord. 
 
Paul speaks to this idea in 1 Corinthians 1:17-25. 
 

• 17 “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the 
cross of Christ would not be made void. 18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, ‘I WILL DESTROY THE 
WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER I WILL SET ASIDE.’ 20 Where is the 
wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of 
the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, 
God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For 
indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a 
stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men” (1 Cor. 1:17-25). 

 
Paul continues this thought in 1 Corinthians 2:1ff. 
 

• 1 “And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming 
to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him 
crucified. 3 I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 4 and my message and my 
preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so 
that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God” (1 Cor. 2:1-5). 

 
Friends, the gospel of Christ is what saves sinners and sanctifies saints; nothing more and 
nothing less. We can and should do all kinds of things because we are “in the flesh,” but let us 
never forget that our warfare is not “according to the flesh.” 
 
Listen to what the Psalmist says the Word of God does in the life of His people. 
 

• 7 “The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the 

simple. 8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, 
enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are 
true; they are righteous altogether” (Ps. 19:7-9). 

 
Nothing but the Spirit of God using the Word of God can do this in the People of God. 
 

D. The supremacy of Christian enablement – for the destruction of fortresses (vv. 4c-5) 
 
The language Paul uses is graphic. Words like “destruction,” “destroying,” “taking every 
thought captive,” and “ready to punish” are all war words. All of this is what God does AND 
we could never do. 
 
What can our weapons do? They destroy "fortresses" (NASB) or "strongholds" (NIV). See Prov. 
21:22. 
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To what do "fortresses/strongholds" refer? Verse 5 gives the answer: 
 

• First, "arguments" (NIV) or "speculations" (NASB) = lit., thoughts, plans, intentions. Cf. 2 
Cor. 2:11; 4:4; Rom. 1:21; l Cor. 3:20. He is saying that his/our weapons "destroy the way 
people think, demolish their sinful thought patterns, the mental structures by which they 
live their lives in rebellion against God" (Carson). 

 

• Second, "every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God" (NASB), "every 
pretension that sets itself up against the kingdom of God" (NIV). I.e., every arrogant claim, 
every haughty or prideful thought, every pompous act that forms a barrier to the knowledge 
of God; i.e., every argument used to rationalize sin and unbelief and delay repentance. 

 
In this context, the strongholds are those ideas taught by the false teachers and Paul says the 
gospel can bring these ideas down and reestablish us in the gospel. 
 
Arnold (Three Crucial Questions) argues that “the critical thrust of the passage is directed against 
christological heresy. . . . Therefore, in its original context, demolishing strongholds refers to 
changing wrong ideas about Christ in the minds of believers who have been influenced by demonically 
inspired teaching" (54-55).”11 
 
Two additional issues: 
 
First, some have misinterpreted and misapplied this text as if it spoke of cosmic level spiritual 
warfare (i.e. territorial demons). "Strongholds" and "high and lofty things" have been taken as 
referring to demonic spirits. But the enemies in view are ideas and arguments and philosophies and 
excuses that are antithetical to the kingdom and glory of God. 
 
“Ultimately Paul is referring here to the false arguments of his opponents, calling them 
figuratively “strongholds.” This Greek word (ὀχύρωµα, ocurwma) is used only here in the NT.”12 
 
Yet, again, who is behind these thoughts? Who inspires them? See Eph. 2:1-3; 4:17-19 
("darkened" by whom?); 2 Cor. 4:4 (how are they blinded if not by being deceived with 
philosophical and religious lies?); Acts 26:18; l Tim. 4:1-2. 
 
Second, contextually Paul is talking about "strongholds" in the lives/minds of those in the 
Corinthian church who were resistant to his apostolic authority. But do ordinary Christians 
today have them too? Yes. Such intellectual/philosophical/moral enemies to the kingdom of 
God don't automatically disappear when we get saved. 
 
“’To the obedience of Christ’; but since Χριστοῦ (Cristou) is clearly an objective genitive here, it 
is better to translate ‘to make it obey Christ.’”13 
 
When Paul speaks of obedience, it is in contrast to the disobedience of those who speak ill of 
him. In many ways Paul says “to obey me is to obey Christ.”  
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III. Paul’s Promise – we are ready to punish (v. 6) 

 
o 3 For [gar] though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh,  
o 4 for [gar] the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful 

for the destruction of fortresses.  
� 5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the 

knowledge of God, and  
� we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, 6 and  
� we are ready to punish all disobedience, whenever your obedience is 

complete. 
 
Paul promises to deal with the problem when he comes. He fully expects and already knows 
that they will respond to his words and those who continue in following the false teachers and 
the teachers themselves, he will punish when he comes. 
 
Last thought – have you ever wondered what it would be like to eat one of those “fat grubs 
pulled from a decaying tree?” Regardless of what some might say, “It tastes like chicken!” I say, 
“NO!” I could possibly argued that it is an acquired taste, to be sure, but do I really want to 
acquire the taste for a fat grub pulled from a decaying tree when I have apples and oranges and 
salad and actual chicken? 
 
Friends, when we use physical means in a spiritual ministry, we default to eating fat grubs 
pulled from a decaying tree. Paul’s principle is clear, “Spiritual ministry requires spiritual 
means” and he was cutting a true path. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. We are entrusted with a ministry from God that has at its center the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
2. We cannot and we must not deviate from this one iota. 
3. We must shun the deviation as a clouding of the gospel. 
4. Moreover, we must believe that it is the gospel that saves sinners and sanctifies saints. 

• This is the reformers five solas [by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, 
according to the Scripture alone, for the glory of God alone]. 

 
NEXT WEEK. 

I. The Nature of our Authority – not for destroying you (vv. 7-11) 
II. The Nature of our Comparison – not boasting beyond our measure (vv. 12-18) 
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