
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  January 29, 2017 
Title:  “A Heart Opened Wide” [cf. 2 Cor. 6:11; 7:2, 3] 
Text:  2 Corinthians 12:11-13:10 
Theme: Paul addresses their criticism of him and their failure to receive him. Perhaps in 

short order one might summarize by saying, “Repent and believe the Gospel!” 
 

Introduction:  
• The photographer for a national magazine; 
• Was assigned to get photos of a great forest fire. 
• Smoke at the scene hampered him; 
• And so he asked his organization to hire a plane. 
• Arrangements were made and he was told to go at once to a nearby airport, 
• Where the plane would be waiting. 
• When he arrived at the airport, a plane was warming up near the runway. 
• He jumped in with his equipment and yelled, "Let’s go! Let’s go!" 
• The pilot swung the plane into the wind and they soon were in the air. 
• "Fly over the north side of the fire," yelled the photographer, 
• "and make three or four low level passes." 
• "Why would I want to do that?" asked the pilot. 
• "Because I’m going to take pictures," cried the photographer. 
• "I’m a photographer and photographers take pictures!" 
• After a few minutes pause, the pilot said, 
• "You mean you’re not my instructor?" 
• TRANSITION: You are in big trouble in a plane with no pilot or no instructor. 
• And likewise a Church is in big trouble when it has the wrong people leading it! 

 

For Paul it is not simply a matter of who they are following but what they are following. The 
message Paul preached transcended him. It was not about Paul, but about JESUS and the 
GOSPEL. If the GOSPEL DOES NOT LEAD, THEN WE ARE ALL FLYING BY THE SEAT OF 
OUR PANTS AND FREE FALLING THROUGH THE SKY. It might seem “cool and breezy” in 
the moment, but a hard stop is coming! 
 

The gospel proper has immense implications in real time. “Getting saved” is simply the front 
door. The gospel isn’t an object of great price purchased and placed on the coffee table or 
bookshelf for people to look at or pick up and flip through. The gospel plays out in real time. 
What Paul calls the Corinthians to do is a gospel fruit of the Jesus seed. If Jesus is in you (13:5), 
repentance happens. If Jesus is not in you, then one persists in their sin. 
 

THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

A tragedy in all of this is our desire to want more than what the GOSPEL offers. Our world says 
you can have it all.  
“Have it your way” – Burger King 
“You deserve a break today” - McDonalds 
“Settle for More” – Journalist Megyn Kelly 
The entire advertising pitch is to make you want something you do not have nor actually need. 
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The GOSPEL is the one thing you need that you do not want. 
  
Outline: 
 
There is a sense that this text, like everything in chapters 10-13, is more of the same. Paul, 
however, shifts from speaking to the false apostles to addressing the Corinthian fellowship 
directly. 
 
Paul makes four points in defense of the GOSPEL. 
 
I. Paul’s sarcastic self-effacement (vv. 11-13 [“I am a nobody”]) 

 
The action step – RESPECT! 
 
v. 11 “I am a fool” [because I was not to you a burden] 
 
“Conclusion to Paul's Foolish "Boasting" - 12:11-13. Up till now, Paul has been relatively kind 
and gentle in his dealings with the Corinthians. He has rebuked them, to be sure, but with irony 
and sarcasm. It isn't till now, however, that he launches what might be called ‘an open assault’ 
(Carson) on their contribution to the troubling state of affairs in Corinth. He will continue to use 
sarcasm, but he also speaks more pointedly and directly here than at any previous time.”1 
 

A. His claim - v. 11 
 
“Paul puts the blame where it belongs: on the Corinthians themselves. ‘I didn't want to boast,’ 
says Paul. ‘You have driven me to indulge in what I find detestable. The fact is, I should never 
have been forced to speak up for myself. You have all the evidence you need to speak 
commendably on my behalf. I established the church in Corinth. I trained you in spiritual truths. 
I set an example for you of Christ-like humility and sacrifice. Where have I failed you? 
Notwithstanding all this, when the interlopers came strutting into Corinth, maligning my 
character and undermining my authority, you not only kept your mouths shut, you actually 
agreed with them!’”2 
 

B. His evidence - vv. 12-13 
 
Here Paul explains why "in no respect" was he "inferior to the most eminent apostles." 
Everything that could possibly be demanded of a true apostle characterized his ministry in 
Corinth. He was "in nothing inferior" because, as he now reminds them, the "signs of an apostle" 
were done among them. But he is also "a nobody" because they were done in the context of 
extreme suffering and endurance. 
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1. The signs of an apostle - v. 12 

 
“In keeping with their triumphalism, the Corinthians evidently wanted miracles without 
suffering and triumphs without trials. But Paul makes clear that all the true signs of 
apostolicity, as well as the miracles that accompanied his ministry in Corinth, were wrought 
in the context of endurance of extreme suffering. The ‘endurance’ in Paul's case would most 
likely refer to those things mentioned in 2 Cor. 11:23-33, as well as 2 Cor. 4 and 6.”3 

 
2. The sacrifice of an apostle - v. 13 

 
“The only so-called ‘mark’ that was missing in Corinth was Paul's acceptance of their money! 
Paul can't resist the lure of sarcasm! ‘Evidently, my refusal to take your money, my 
determination to work hard for your sakes, is interpreted by you as proof that I regard you as 
less important and less valuable than other churches. Incredible! This can only be due to your 
warped triumphalistic view of leadership. Forgive me!’”4 
 
II. Paul’s selfless sacrifice (vv. 14-18 [“I am a crafty fellow”]) 
 
The action step – RECEIVE! 
 
v. 14  “Here for the third time I am ready to come to you.”  

• I do not want what you have; I want you. 

• Everything I have done is for your benefit. 

• Perhaps when I come I will be humbled by your non-repentance. 
 

A. Paul refused to take their money directly - vv. 14-15 
 
“Paul, unlike the false apostles, doesn't want their possessions. That ought to be obvious to them 
by now. Rather, he wants them, i.e., their continued allegiance and love, first to Christ and then 
to himself. The word translated ‘burden’ means to grow numb under a heavy weight. ‘While 
the Corinthians looked on Paul's refusal of support as a personal injustice, he saw it as an 
opportunity to relieve his children of the undue weight of his daily needs’ (Belleville, 316).”5 
 
“The illustration Paul uses in v. 14 should not be absolutized or universalized. See 1 Tim. 5:8; 1 
Cor. 9:13-14. Paul's point is simply that his motive toward the Corinthians is like that of a parent 
concerned to edify his children, not to exploit them.”6 
 
“Paul is ready to exhaust his energies in order to prove his love for the Corointhians.”7 
 
“Here again we see Paul's heart: his compassion and caring for his people. Paul is glad, indeed, 
delighted to pour out himself, both body and soul, for their welfare. There is absolutely no 
resentment on his part for the amount of time and effort he has put into their lives, even though 
they have responded so ungratefully and unfairly. Whatever time, energy, resources, money, as 
well as emotional, physical and spiritual effort might be required, he will ‘most gladly’ do it. Far 
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from expecting others to serve and honor him, far from expecting personal convenience and 
comfort, true apostolic ministry is the glad giving of oneself to others. ‘I'll spend until I'm spent for 
you,’ says Paul.”8 
 

B. Paul refused to take their money indirectly - vv. 16-18 
 
“Amazingly, the Corinthians had come to believe that the reason Paul declined their up-front 
financial offer was because he was receiving money through his associates, through the ‘back 
door,’ so to speak. Some may even have suggested that he was skimming off the top of the 
collection for the saints in Jerusalem.”9 
 
“Burden, to put weight on someone, to be burdensome, to put a burden on someone.”10 
 
“Took you in, the metaphor is from hunting or fishing; he entrapped or caught them in his 
wiliness.”11 
 
“The Greek construction anticipates a negative answer, indicated by the ‘tag’ question “have I?” 
at the end of the clause. The question is rhetorical.”12 
 
“Grk “[Did we not walk] in the same tracks?” This is an idiom that means to imitate someone 
else or to behave as they do. Paul’s point is that he and Titus have conducted themselves in the 
same way toward the Corinthians. If Titus did not take advantage of the Corinthians, then 
neither did Paul.”13 
 
III. Paul’s troubling uncertainty (vv. 19-13:4 [“I am afraid”]) 
 
The action step – REPENT! 
 
Repentance is a consequence of the JESUS SEED. The gospel does not stop me from sinning. I 
still sin. The gospel enables me to see sin for what it is, what it does, what I am to do, and turns 
me toward the greater substance.  
 
13:1 “This is the third time I am coming to you.” 
 

• When I come, I will deal with the non-repentant (vv. 1-4) 
 

Paul uses the verb form for “fear” (phobeo) twice in 2 Corinthians. Both occurrences are here in 
verses 20 and 21. The noun form occurs in five verses in 2 Corinthians and three reflect the idea 
of fear (7:5, 11, 15).  
 
Paul’s appeal/warning is to those who refuse to repent of their wickedness and continue 
rejecting God. “[Who have sinned in the past and not repented] (tôn proêmartêkotôn). Genitive 
plural of the articular perfect active participle of proamartanô to emphasize continuance of 

their sinful state as opposed to mê metanoêsantôn (did not repent) in the aorist tense.”14 
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The crowd to whom he appeals have persisted in their sinful actions (13:2). The distinction 
Scripture makes on this point is crucial. Those who practice sin will not inherit the kingdom of 
heaven. You and I as believing people do not practice sin. Those who do not believe are the ones 
who practice sin. And those who practice sin are not saved. 

 
A. A persistent defiance (vv. 19-21) 

 
“The Corinthians may well have thought that Paul's purpose in this letter was to defend himself 
to them. But he assures them that to whatever degree he has spoken of himself it was ultimately 
for their welfare. Indeed, the omniscient God, who sees into every motive and method, is witness 
to the truth of his words. The apostles' only judge is God.”15 
 
“These closing verses of chp. 12 are dominated by Paul's ‘fear’ at the presence of unresolved 
moral problems in Corinth which he must address upon his arrival. There are, apparently, long-
standing and unrepented sexual sins in the church there. He is concerned that his disciplinary 
response to this situation will involve him in ‘strife, jealousy, angry tempers,’ etc. Not only does 
Paul fear conflict with the unrepentant (v. 20), he also fears the ‘humiliation’ that God might 
impose as he deals with such an emotionally volatile situation. What does he mean by this? It 
may be that Paul anticipates the formal exclusion (excommunication) of people from the church, 
perhaps via some congregational procedure of discipline (cf. 1 Cor. 5:4; 2 Cor. 2:10). This would 
result, no doubt, in accusations, recriminations, and increased opposition by the obstinate, all of 
which would be a ‘humbling’ experience for Paul, as it was on his earlier ‘painful’ visit. On the 
other hand, ‘the most likely possibility is that Paul will be humiliated by the Corinthians' lack 
of moral discipline. After all, like any good parent he took pride in his Gentile churches, and 
anything that disgraced them also disgraced him’ (Belleville, 325). 
 
The extent of sexual sin in Corinth is well-documented. The so-called ‘lost letter’ to the 
Corinthians was occasioned by ‘sexually immoral’ people in the church (1 Cor. 5:9-11). In 1 
Corinthians, Paul had challenged their indifference to the incestuous man (5:1), and had rebuked 
them for their use of prostitutes (6:15) and their involvement in adultery and homosexuality 
(6:9). In v. 21, ‘impurity’ (akatharsia = general term for uncleanness of any kind), ‘immorality’ 
(porneia = sexual sins of every sort), and ‘sensuality’ (aselgeia = debauchery or wanton defiance 
of public decency) are mentioned. But note well: Paul takes no delight in dealing harshly with 
such people. Indeed, he anticipates ‘mourning’ over their sins. Discipline grieved Paul. He took 
no sordid joy in it. Says Carson: ‘Not for him the haughty sternness of egocentric leaders who 
can with dry eyes and a high hand discipline members ensnared by sin. Paul is too much aware 
of the intertwining of responsibilities in the body of Christ. He cannot even distance himself 
entirely from their sin. He himself feels humbled in the face of it, just as a father feels humbled 
by his son's rebellion’ (168).”16 
 
“The perfect participle indicates that the sinning began early and continued, and refers to 
persistence in sexual sin by the members of the Corinthian church during a previous period. The 
aorist active participle [repent] to change one’s thinking, to repent. Aorist in contrast to the 
previous perf. Indicates that the repentance which might have ended the sinning did not take 
place.”17 
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“It is the vice of a man who has no more shame than an animal in the gratification of his physical 
desires.”18 
 

B. An unproven faith (13:1-4) 
 
“Paul's ‘first’ visit to Corinth resulted in the planting of the church there (Acts 18:1-8). His 
‘second’ visit was painful and humiliating and led him to resolve not to visit them again for a 
while (2 Cor. 1:23; 2:1). Now he contemplates his ‘third’ visit.”19 
 
“The matter between Paul and the Corinthians is to be brought to conclusion by the third visit, 
which would be in line with this statement from Deut. 19:15.”20 
 
“The reference in v. 1 to the ‘testimony of two or three witnesses’ in Deut. 19:15 may imply Paul's 
anticipation of a public hearing substantiated by multiple testimony. On the other hand, this 
may simply be an allusion to his previous two trips to Corinth and the impending third trip. 
Paul would thus be using biblical phraseology to issue his warning: ‘My third trip to you will 
serve as if another witness against your behavior, thereby substantiating and endorsing the 
disciplinary measures you force me to take.’”21 
 
“The Corinthians' triumphalism is nowhere better seen than in v. 3a. ‘They were so sub-
Christian in their thinking that Christlike gentleness and meekness meant little to them. They 
preferred manifestations of power, however exploitative and arbitrary they might be (11:20). 
Paul's gentleness they therefore misjudged as weakness, preferring the triumphalistic pushiness 
of the false apostles. Paul responds by saying that if it is power they want to see as the absolute 
criterion of genuine apostolicity, they may get more than they bargained for: he may be forced 
to display the power of the resurrected Christ, speaking through him in the thunderous tones of 
punishment, another version perhaps of the judgment meted out to Ananias and Sapphira’ 
(Carson, 174). ‘Whatever you think of me,’ says Paul in v. 3b, ‘remember that your quarrel is 
ultimately with Christ himself. Call me weak if you must, but know this: behind me stands the 
omnipotent Christ who will by no means permit your sins to continue unchecked!’”22 
 
“In v. 4 Paul demonstrates that Jesus is the supreme embodiment and example of both weakness 
(in his crucifixion) and strength (in his resurrection and exaltation). The crucifixion revealed 
‘Christ's essential mortality. Weak and frail human being that he was, when he was subjected to 
physical trauma, he died just as we do. Unlike us, however, Christ did not remain in weakness’ 
(Belleville, 329). The latter part of the verse is not a reference to the eschatological resurrection. 
Rather, it is Paul's stern warning of the manifestation of Christ's resurrection life through the 
apostle when he comes to them. ‘Paul's imminent coming to Corinth, as he preaches and 
embodies the crucifixion, will demonstrate that Christ 'lives by the power of God’ (Barnett, 
605).”23 
 
“Somehow the combination of weakness and strength which we see in the gospel must enrich 
and inform all our pastoral work. OFTEN IT IS ONLY THE WOUNDED WHO CAN HEAL. 
OFTEN IT IS ONLY THOSE WHO HAVE THEMSELVES RECEIVED THE SENTENCE OF 
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DEATH (1:9) WHO CAN SIT AS JUDGES. And if judgment of any sort still sounds peculiar 
(someone is bound to say ‘how very unchristian!’), ask yourself which New Testament you’re 
reading.”24 
 
As a Christian, I have no fear of judgment either by our Lord in time or in eternity. However, as 
a Christian, I know sin has an intrinsic demerit. Sinful choices have harmful consequences. Why? 
Because sin will take you further than you want to go, cost you more than you want to pay, and 
keep you longer than you want to stay. The problem with sin is that it will never satisfy. It will 
always take more than it gives. 
 
The other issue I have with sin and the Christian is this: sin persisted in long term and without 
repentance is cause for one to self-examine. I have said, “I do not care if you believed, but do 
you believe.” For someone persisting in impurity and claiming its okay because they made a 
profession of faith as a child means very little to me. The JESUS SEED has real and tangible 
GOSPEL FRUIT. In Adam, you were a slave to sin. In Christ, you are an instrument of 
righteousness. Because this is true, Paul calls them to repentance and passionate appeal to 
believe the Gospel. 
 
IV. Paul’s Passionate Appeal (13:5-10).  
 
The action step – BELIEVE! 
 

• If you are saved, you will repent (vv. 5-10) 

• This is why I write, so that you will repent and be built up (vv. 9-10). 
 

A. An appeal to their proving - vv. 5-6 
 
Here Paul moves from responding to their demands that he "prove" that Christ is in him to his 
encouragement that they "prove" that Christ is in fact in them. 
 

1. Take the exam - v. 5 
 
“In 1 Cor. 16:13 Paul urged them ‘to stand firm in the faith.’ Now he urges them to examine 
themselves to see if they are ‘in the faith.’ In both cases, ‘faith’ means the Christian faith, i.e., 
those truths which constitute the Christian religion.”25 
 
“To ‘fail’ the test is to discover, after self-examination, that Jesus is not, in point of fact, in them. 
Paul is not talking about the possibility of someone having Jesus in him, only then to apostatize 
and discover that Jesus is no longer there. His point is this: if the Corinthians are truly Christians, 
they will realize that Jesus is in them. And if Jesus is in them, they should be led to acknowledge 
that He is also in Paul, for it was through him that they came to saving faith. Surely there must 
be some merit to the claims of one who led so many to faith in Christ! In other words, ‘he will 
show them that their verdict about themselves will likewise be their verdict about him. That is, 
however they fare in their self-examination is how he also fares, because they owe their existence 
in Christ to him’ (Barnett, 607). Although Paul is confident that they will ‘pass the test,’ the 
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possibility exists that some may discover that they have ‘failed.’ i.e., the reality of self-delusion 
and false assurance must be faced.”26 
 
Notice how Paul describes salvation as being, “Jesus Christ is in you.” 
 

2. Grade the exam - v. 6 
 
“If you are saved, then so am I.” 
 

B. An appeal to his prayer (vv. 7-9) 
 

1. the object - v. 7a 
 

2. the motive - v. 7b 
 

3. the assurance - v. 8 
 

4. the aim - v. 9 
 
“It is used in the sense of setting bones or reconciling parties and refers here to the growth in 
holiness.”27 
 
Paul knows when the body focuses on the gospel, it will be “complete” in so far that it will bear 
GOSPEL FRUIT. By focusing on the GOSPEL, the body is built up. If it is not focusing on the 
gospel, it will meed to be torn down. 
 

C. An appeal to his purpose (v. 10) 
 
“Although Paul's authority exists to build up and not to tear down, he is fully prepared to ‘tear 
down’, i.e., discipline those who are in unrepentant moral rebellion. That Paul can ‘tear down’ 
or ‘demolish’ when called for (cf. 10:2-6) is certain. Sometimes it is a necessary prelude to 
rebuilding. But it is not his preference.”28 
 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. The JESUS SEED always produces GOSPEL FRUIT. 
2. REPENT and BELIEVE the GOSPEL. 
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