
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  February 12, 2017 
Title:  The Truth @ GRACE 
Text:  2 Corinthians 8:1-7; 9:1ff 
Theme: The GOSPEL generates GENEROSITY in the recipients of GRACE. 
 
Introduction:  
A conspiracy theory is an explanation of an event or situation that invokes a conspiracy without 
warrant, generally one involving an illegal or harmful act carried out by government or other 
powerful actors. Conspiracy theories often produce hypotheses that contradict the prevailing 
understanding of history or simple facts.1 
 

• The JFK Assassination  
• 9/11 Cover-Up  
• Area 51 and the Aliens  
• Paul McCartney of the Beatles Is Dead  
• Secret Societies Control the World [the Illuminati] 
• The Moon Landings Were Faked  
• Jesus and Mary Magdalene [had kids] 
• Holocaust Revisionism [Hitler did not kill millions of Jews] 
• The CIA [caused] AIDS  
• The Reptilian Elite2  

 
I am wanting to tell you the truth about GRACE because I think there is an intentional and 
concentrated effort by those in power to give you a picture of GRACE that is less than biblical 
in so far that it continues to keep you working for the building of personal empires and guilt 
you into living along their lines of expectations. This is the conspiracy and here is THE TRUTH 
@ GRACE. 
 
The historical context for our text is two-fold. 
 
1st – Paul is under assault. 
His accusers charge him with being after the “church’s” money. 
 
2nd – The Church is distracted. 
The Corinthian church took the first steps in receiving an offering to help the church in 
Jerusalem, but became distracted and stopped pursing the collection. 
 

• It is perhaps because of the accusations raised against Paul that the church chose to stop 
giving to the church in Jerusalem. 

• It is perhaps believed that Paul was “skimming” money from the offerings. 
 
Paul’s solves the problem in the following manner. 
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1st – Paul defends himself and argues he received no money from the Corinthian church (11:7-
12).  In fact, Paul put safeguards in place in order to be above reproach (8:16-24). 

 
2nd – Finish what you began. 
 
The apostle writes to the Church of Corinth. He uses as an illustration, the Church in Macedonia. 
The Church in Macedonia had at least three geographical locations: Philippi, Thessalonica, and 
Berea. 
 

The collection Paul references occurs in Galatians 2:9, 10; Romans 15:25-29; and 1 Corinthians 
16:1-4.  This collection has been . . . 
 

• Going on for years 

• Reciprocal relationship 

• Unity within the body 
 

. . . as it relates to the relationship between the Jews and Gentiles. There were theological and 
cultural tensions between the Jewish and Gentile church. Their gifting to the Jews transcends 
those tensions. What they held in common [I.e. the gospel] superseded what was held in tension 
[i.e. the culture]. 
 

THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

The truth @ GRACE (8:1ff; 9:1ff) 
The truth @ the GOSPEL (8:9) 
The truth @ GIVING (8:12-15; 9:1ff) 
 
There is a rich theology at play. 
 

• The gentiles will bring their “riches” to Jerusalem. 

• To the Jew first and then to the Gentile. 

• There is only one people of God. 
 
In addition, we will see how there is an unchanging and intrinsic merit to generosity. 
 

Just as . . .  
Water = wet / Fire = heat 
Sin = death / Jesus = life 
So also . . .  
Generosity = blessing / abundance / life 
Stinginess = cursing / lack / death 
 
Furthermore,  

• There is a connection between our justification and our sanctification (cf. 8:8, 24; 9:13).  

• What you believe and how you behave. 

• The JESUS SEED always produces GOSPEL FRUIT. 

• The “tree” always has “fruit.” 
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Before we get into our study, I would like us to consider the idea that Paul sets the example of 
the Macedonian in front of the Corinthians and in so doing seeks to “shame” the Corinthians 
(9:4). Why does Paul bring up the Macedonian Church?  
 

• First, he mentions the grace of God working in them and through them in their generosity 
toward the Jerusalem need (8:1-7). 

• Second, Paul has boasted of the Corinthian gifting (8:24; 9:2) that started well over a year 
before (8:10) to other churches. 

• Third, it was the zeal of the Corinthian church that Paul leveraged in promoting the gift 
to the other churches (9:1-5). 

• Fourth, Paul did not wish the Corinthian church to be embarrassed by their lack of 
completing what they began when and if representatives from the Macedonian/Achaia 
church arrived (9:5). 

• Finally, Paul believes other churches will give thanks to God and glorify God for their 
gifting (9:12-15). 

 

An aspect of all this is the connectedness of the church. There is a necessary link between local 
churches that needs to be celebrated. It takes work, but it is a worthy activity. 
 

Let us now move on to our present study. Initially, Paul highlights the generosity of the 
Macedonian church as an expression of the grace of God. There are six notable aspects of this 
grace. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The GRACE of God reaches down in order to lift others up (v. 1). 
 
Paul uses “grace” ten times in chapters 8 and 9.  
 

Notice 10:8 and 13:10. 
 

God gives grace in order to life us up.  
 

WE ARE A GRACE CHURCH WHEN WE ARE REACHING DOWN TO LIFT PEOPLE UP. 
 
II. GRACE is paradoxical (v. 2a). 
 
There are two parallel statements in our verse. One speaks to the paradoxical nature of grace. 
The circumstances do not “match” the gifting or response. 
 

A. Grace is never proportionate and thus, it is always lopsided. 
 

B. There is no balance in grace. 
 
WE ARE A GRACE CHURCH WHEN OUR RESPONSE TO CIRCUMSTANCES SIMPLY 
DOES NOT MAKE AN EARTHLY SENSE. 
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III. GRACE is always generous (v. 2b). 
 
Grace always uses such descriptive as “abundance” and “overflowed.”  
 
WE ARE A GRACE CHURCH WHEN WE ARE LAVISH IN OUR GENEROSITY AND 
GIFTING. 
 
IV. GRACE is always voluntary (vv. 3, 4). 
 

• “they gave of their own accord” (v. 3) 

• “begging us” 

• The compulsion for grace comes from within. 
 
There is something intrinsic to GRACE that pushes and compels the recipient to GIVE. 
 
WE ARE A GRACE CHURCH WHEN WE GIVE FROM THE OVERFLOW OF GRATITUDE 
AND NOT THE WHIPPING OF GUILT. 
 
V. GRACE always originates in / from the gospel / God (v. 5). 
 
The very FACT that we love is because He first loved us. GENEROSITY always begins with 
initial consecration. This is what happens when you accept who you are in light of who He is. 
 
WE ARE A GRACE CHURCH WHEN WE LIVE FROM THE GOSPEL AND NOT FOR THE 
GOSPEL. 
 
VI. GRACE is an act (vv. 6, 7). 
 
Paul speaks of this GRACIOUS WORK. Often people speak of love not being a noun, but a verb. 
GRACE is similar. As recipients of GRACE, we become conduits of GRACE.  
 
What God gives to us, He works in us and through us to those around us. 
 
WE ARE A GRACE CHURCH WHEN OUR ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN OUR WORDS. 
 
VII. Paul’s APPEAL 
 
1. In light of all I’ve said, “Excel in this act of grace [ESV]” 

 
“See that you abound in this gracious work also.” 

 
2. Showcase God’s grace through your gracious generosity toward the needs of the 
church (8:8, 24; 9:13). 
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Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
Here is how I would apply this principle of GRACE right now to us so that our message of 
grace is openly seen and heard. 
 
1. Continue praying for the persecuted church. The more we pray, the more we care. 
2. Continue to explore ways of ministering to churches where circumstances have put them in 
dire physical need. 

3. Distribute our benevolent resources. 

• Consider our own congregation 

• Consider our current “missionaries.” 

• See if there are needs within churches in our own area. 
4. Start receiving a benevolent offering again. 
5. Why? Because the GOSPEL generates GENEROSITY in the recipients of GRACE. 
 
 
 

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conspiracy_theory  
2 “They are among us. Blood-drinking, flesh-eating, shape-shifting extraterrestrial reptilian humanoids with only 
one objective in their cold-blooded little heads: to enslave the human race.” 
http://content.time.com/time/specials/packages/article/0,28804,1860871_1860876_1861029,00.html  

                                                           


