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In the Face of Jesus Christ 
2 Corinthians 4:1-18 

[Read 2 Cor. 4:1-5:11] 
 

 The Second Letter to the Corinthians 
 
Theme: It is madness to think God’s power is seen in weakness, life comes through death, but 

this is God’s means of proclaiming Jesus is Lord.  
 

Outline: 
 

I. The Biblical Message (vv. 1-7)  
 

A. He preaches Jesus Christ as Lord - v. 5a (cf. Rom. 10:9; 1 Cor. 12:3; Phil. 2:11; 
Col. 2:6) 

 

B. He preaches himself as a slave - v. 5b 
 

II. The Biblical Means (vv. 8-12) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

III. The Biblical Madness (vv. 13-18) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. Jesus is Lord. Friend, we live in a culture and country where we must take our stand and 
say with those who have preceded us, “Jesus is LORD!” 

2. This ministry is about Him and not us. He uses ordinary means to accomplish His 
extraordinary Story. 

3. As you live in and out the gospel, do not lose heart nor be surprised that the unbelieving 
world will look upon you as mad. Our passions and priorities will be different than theirs. 
Just accept it and continue to see the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus. 

 

  8 we are afflicted in every way but not crushed;  

     perplexed but not despairing; 

  9 persecuted but not forsaken;  

     struck down but not destroyed; 

10 always carrying about in the body  
     the dying of Jesus 

so that the life of Jesus also may be  
manifested in our body. 

11 For we who live are constantly being  
     delivered over to death for Jesus' sake 

so that the life of Jesus also may be  
manifested in our mortal flesh. 

12 So death works in us but life in you. 

• Decaying (v. 16) • Renewing 

• Momentary, light affliction (v. 17) • eternal weight of glory 

• Things which are seen (v. 18a) • things not seen 

• Temporal (v. 18b) • Eternal 


