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The Nature of Christian Ministry – Not of the Flesh 
2 Corinthians 10:1-6 

 

 The Second Letter to the Corinthians 
 
Theme:  
The Gospel alone is enough to save sinners and sanctify saints. Spiritual ministry requires 
spiritual means. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 

1. The Nature of our Warfare – not of the flesh (vv. 1-6) 
2. The Nature of our Authority – not for destroying you (vv. 7-11) 
3. The Nature of our Comparison – not boasting beyond our measure (vv. 12-18) 

 
Outline: 
 

I. Paul’s Introduction (vv. 1, 2) 
 

A. The Charge against Paul’s Ministry – meek when face to face (v. 1) 
 

B. The Character of Paul’s Ministry – by the meekness and gentleness of Christ (vv. 1, 2) 
 

II. Paul’s explanation (vv. 3-5 [See also Eph. 6:11-17; 1 Tim. 1:18; 2 Tim. 2:3-4; 4:7]). 
 

A. The “smell” of Christian ministry – we do not war according to the flesh (v. 3b) 
 

B. The sphere of Christian ministry – it is not according to the flesh (v. 4a)  
 

C. The source of Christian ministry – divinely powerful (v. 4b) 
 

D. The supremacy of Christian ministry – for the destruction of fortresses (vv. 4c-5) 
 

III. Paul’s Promise – we are ready to punish (v. 6) 
 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. We are entrusted with a ministry from God that has at its center the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
2. We cannot and we must not deviate from this one iota. 
3. We must shun any deviation as a clouding of the gospel. 
4. Moreover, we must believe that it is the gospel that saves sinners and sanctifies saints. 

• This is the reformers five solas [by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone 
according to the Scripture alone for the glory of God alone]. 


