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The Nature of Christian Authority –  

How to Measure Spiritual Growth 
2 Corinthians 10:1-18 

 

 The Second Letter to the Corinthians 
 

Theme:  Spiritual growth results in making less of you and more of Him. 
 

Outline: 
 

I. Paul’s Problem (v. 1-12) 
A. His accusers measured value by the physical and not the spiritual (vv. 1-11). 
B. His accusers measured themselves by themselves (v. 12). 

1. Be careful how you measure other people spiritually. 
2. Be careful how you measure yourself.  

 

II. Paul’s Mindset (vv. 13-16) 
 

Spiritual growth is each UTTERMOST becoming a JERUSALEM.   
Cf. Eph. 4:1-16 [Community]. 

 

A. Spiritual growth in the Bible is very much a community thing. 
B. Spiritual growth in the Bible is carrying out the Great Commission. 

 

III. Paul’s Security (vv. 17, 18) 
 

A. My boast is in the LORD (v. 17 “what I think of myself does not matter”) 
B. My approval comes from the LORD (v. 18 “what you think of me does not matter”) 

 

Less of ME, more of HIM, “John 3:30 He must increase, but I must decrease.” 
 

1. Be careful not to inflate yourself. 
2. Be careful not to allow the opinion of others to control you. 

 

What’s Next? 
1. Be careful how you measure other people spiritually. 
2. Be careful how you measure yourself.  
3. Be careful how you measure your own spiritual growth. 
4. Be careful how you measure the spiritual growth of others. 
5. Be careful not to inflate yourself. 
6. Be careful not to allow the opinion of others to control you. 
7. Make sure you are lifting up the LORD. 
8. May sure you are resting in the LORD’S approval. 


