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Date:  December 15, 2013  
Title:  Micah – “This One Will Be Our Peace” 
Text:  Micah 5 
Series:  Advent 2013 – Hope in the Prison of Despair 
Theme:  ADVENT is the Season whereby God fulfills Ancient Promises.  Today we live 

with expectancy.  We believe God will continue to fulfill His Word just as so also. 
 
Introduction:  
“Albert Camus has called ours ‘an age of overt anxiety.’ Worry has been termed the ‘official 
emotion of our generation,’ ‘the basis of all neuroses,’ and ‘the most pervasive psychological 
problem of our time.’ Mark Twain once said, ‘From his cradle to his grave a man never does a 
single thing which has any first and foremost object save one -- to secure peace of mind for 
himself.’  It is in such a world that Christians this time of year talk, sing, dream, and preach 
about ‘Peace on Earth.’ In an age of anxiety, how is it that we can come today and celebrate? 
Why, it all has to do with a child being born in a stable on a still and silent night. Angels 
proclaimed Peace on Earth because the Prince of Peace had come. Long ago, the prophet Micah 
prophesied of His coming, declaring that this child of Bethlehem would be our peace. Maybe 
the holidays for you have been anything but peaceful. If so, you need to step out of the shopping 
malls, out of the office parties, out of the overtime to pay for it all, and gather once again around 
the cradle of the child who brings peace. There are several aspects of the peace which this little 
baby brings.”1 
 
“The story is marked off by three quotations from the Old Testament, showing that each of the 
three parts of the narrative--the flight to Egypt, the killing of the children, and the settling in 
Nazareth--fulfilled prophetic words.”2 
 
“Micah, meaning ‘who is like the LORD?,’ was a prophet who prophesied from approximately 
737–696 BC in Judah and is the author of the Book of Micah. He was a contemporary of the 
prophets Isaiah, Amos and Hosea and is considered one of the twelve minor prophets of the 
Tanakh (Old Testament).”3 
 
“ The background of the book is the same as that found in the earlier portions of Isaiah, though 
Micah does not exhibit the same knowledge of Jerusalem’s political life as Isaiah does. Perhaps 
this is because he, like Amos, was from a village in Judah. The relevant Biblical texts covering 
this period are 2Ki 15:32—20:21; 2Ch 27–32; Isa 7; 20; 36–39.  Israel was in an apostate condition. 
Micah predicted the fall of her capital, Samaria (1:5–7), and also foretold the inevitable 
desolation of Judah (1:9–16). Several significant historical events occurred during this period: 
1. In 734–732 B.C., Tiglath-Pileser III of Assyria led a military campaign against Aram 
(Syria), Philistia and parts of Israel and Judah. Ashkelon and Gaza were defeated. Judah, 
Ammon, Edom and Moab paid tribute to the Assyrian king, but Israel did not fare as well. 
According to 2Ki 15:29 the northern kingdom lost most of its territory, including all of 
Gilead and much of Galilee. Damascus fell in 732 and was annexed to the Assyrian 
empire. 

2. In 722–721 Samaria fell, and the northern kingdom of Israel was conquered by Assyria. 
3. In 712 King Sargon II of Assyria captured Ashdod (see Isa 20:1). 
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4. In 701 Judah joined a revolt against Assyria and was overrun by King Sennacherib and 
his army, though Jerusalem was spared.”4 

 
“What more can be said? Well, perhaps it is worth noting that this passage continues a deep-
rooted biblical theme. That is, Bethlehem is one of the ‘little clans.’ The Hebrew word might 
better be translated ‘least’ or even ‘insignificant.’ It is used elsewhere in the Bible to describe one 
who is younger, or one who is lesser in social status and power.”5 
 
“Micah, like most of the prophets, was burdened by that same question in view of Israel's sin 
and God's judgment. Micah is writing at the same time as Isaiah in the 8th century before 
Christ and was alive when Assyria captured the northern kingdom and took the ten tribes 
into captivity. He knew this was all owing to God's judgment. So the question of Israel's future 
was heavy in his mind.”6 
 
“Micah 5:2 is one of the clearest indicators given in the Hebrew Scriptures for identifying the 
Messiah, a prophecy which both pinpoints the exact birth location of the Messiah, as well as 
telling us much about the character and power of this Anointed One. For this reason, Micah 
5:2 has also been one of the most maligned prophecies in the Bible, discounted and twisted by 
those who choose not to see the clear fulfillment of this passage as it is found in Matthew's 
Gospel. By altering the understanding of what Micah 5:2 is saying from the understanding that 
has been traditionally held by both Jews and Christians, opponents of the Gospel hope to cast 
doubt on Matthew's claim of fulfillment of this prophecy by Jesus Christ.”7 
 
Outline: 
 
“The passage is indeed mysterious. What is clear, however, is that it was understood by the 
Gospel writers as a messianic prophecy and has continued through the centuries to be 
understood as such. The ‘ruler’ whose coming Micah foretells is the One whose birth we will 
soon celebrate: of the line of David, from Bethlehem, a king who will shepherd his flock in the 
power of the LORD.” 8   We will expand on this idea as noted in our Lord as a Nazarene.  
However, at this point in our study let us continue to follow our larger theme of His birth. 
 
“As we know, there are many prophecies in the Old Testament about Jesus. Most probably refer 
to his reign as universal Lord; others refer to his sacrificial death; and a few refer to his unusual 
birth. It is interesting that Isaiah and Micah, who ministered about the same time, both have 
predictions about the birth of Jesus. Isaiah predicts that Jesus will be born of a virgin (Isa. 7:14) 
and later mentions that ‘a child will be born to us’, a child who will be the Wonderful Counsellor, 
the Mighty God, the Father of eternity and the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6-7). Micah here refers to 
the place where Jesus would be born, mentions several details about him, and informs his 
listeners of several blessings he can give them.”9 
 
“As many of us also know, this passage in Micah was the one that Herod’s religious advisors 
turned to in response to his question concerning the birthplace of the Messiah (Matt. 2:5-6). They 
knew where to find the information, but there is no record that they acted upon the information. 
These religious officials did not join the wise men in their search for the new-born King. They 
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are a reminder to us that it is possible to know the details of the Bible and not get any profit from 
our knowledge. What a sad situation it is to know a lot about Jesus but not to know Jesus!”10 
 
Micah’s prophecy further defines information given by God about the Messiah. Eden 
announced His humanity.  Later we are told that he would be a descendant of Abraham through 
Isaac, Jacob and Judah; later still, that he would belong to the royal line of David. Micah now 
identifies the place where he will be born, Bethlehem.  
 
Often the context of the prophecy has no connection with the circumstances of the fulfillment. 
 
I. The problem facing the people (v. 1)  

 
1 “Now muster yourselves in troops, daughter of troops; they have laid siege against us; with a rod they will 

smite the judge of Israel on the cheek” (Micah 5:1). 

 
“Assyrians were one of the most warlike people in history, lovers of the violence of the war and 
hunt. Amongst the people of the ancient Middle East, they were famous for their cruelty.  The 
whole population of the besieged towns would be massacred and the human heads piled 
outside the city's wall.  Columns raised for commemorating the victories took pride in the name 
of the defeated enemy and the number of beheaded or impaled persons. Many bas-reliefs 
depicted the king killing or mutilating enemies or lions during the hunt.”11 
 

“The daughter surrounded by soldiers is an image of the city of Jerusalem under siege (note the 
address “Daughter Jerusalem” in 4:8).”12 
 
“He (Nebuchadnezzar) hath laid siege against us; (Jerusalem) they shall smite the judge of Israel 
(Zedekiah) with a rod upon the cheek.] They shall offer him the greatest indignity. They slew 
his sons before his face; and then put out his eyes, loaded him with chains, and carried him 
captive to Babylon.”13 
 
“They shall smite the judge of Israel with a rod upon the cheek--the greatest of insults to an 
Oriental. Zedekiah, the judge (or king, Am 2:3) of Israel, was loaded with insults by the 
Chaldeans; so also the other princes and judges (La 3:30).”14 
 
“Striking a king with a scepter, a symbol of rulership, would be especially ironic and 
humiliating.”15 
 

“The background to this prophecy is a time when Israel was being humiliated by her enemies, 
with the likelihood that the Assyrian empire would overwhelm them. This humiliation is 
depicted in their enemy’s treatment of their king (v. 1). Things were looking [dark] as far as the 
prospects of the people of God were concerned. If they were to judge things by what they could 
see happening or anticipate coming, then they would conclude that there was no hope. To his 
people, therefore, the Lord gave this detailed prediction concerning the coming of the Messiah. 
This is a reminder to us that we should consider the Lord’s promises concerning his kingdom 
when we live in dark times. But what were his people like at that time?”16 
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“Micah was a contemporary of the prophet Isaiah who lived in the 8th century B.C.  In this short 
passage, he predicts that the Messiah will be born in the Bethlehem of David.17 Micah presents 
the idea of a coming ruler against the backdrop of the invasion of Judah by the Babylonians.  This 
text was intended to bring comfort to the despairing covenant people.  In contrast to a smitten 
king (5:1), a great ruler (5:2) would come to shepherd God’s people.” 18 
 
Many of the people who heard Micah did not like his message of delayed salvation, of saying 
that they would have to wait for the birth of a special child. In verses 5 and 6 we read their 
response to Micah’s message, “When the Assyrian comes into our land and treads in our palaces, 
then we will raise against him seven shepherds and eight princes of men; they shall shepherd 
the land of Assyria with the sword, and the land of Nimrod at its entrances; and he shall deliver 
us from the Assyrian when he comes into our land and treads within our border.” Their 
response was one of resort to worldly alliances, of getting help from other nations to defeat the 
Assyrians.  Their confidence in men and distrust of God marked them.   
 
Do we not find ourselves in a similar situation?  It would appear our political situation is highly 
dysfunctional with partisan playmaking and our national character crumbling openly on a 
global stage.  Yet to what or to whom are we turning for deliverance?  Do we actually believe 
this party or that candidate will “save” us from our national dilemma?  In addition, are we more 
concerned about our Health Insurance and Retirement than we are about our Spiritual Insurance 
and Eternity?  I do not chide you from the high ground; I am speaking to you from the level 
ground.   Friend, we need Jesus to come back and thoroughly straighten our hearts and our 
nation. 
 
II. The promise of a ruler (vv. 2-6) 

 
A. The place of his birth (v. 2)  

 
2 “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One will go forth 
for me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity” (Micah 5:2). 

 
The first thing that may strike us regarding this prophecy is its precision. This identification of 
Bethlehem as the place of the birth of Jesus is a reminder of the supernatural nature of the word 
of God. There were two Bethlehem in Israel; the other was in the territory of Zebulon. Ephratah 
was added to indicate which one Micah was referring to. Of course, many prophecies were 
fulfilled in the life of Jesus, one clear evidence of many that the Bible is true.  “Ephrathah is 
simply the older form of Bethlehem in this passage (cf. Genesis 35:16, 19; 48:7).”19  
 
“We may note that God selects an insignificant place to begin his work. Although Bethlehem is 
famous today, it was not even big enough to be recorded among the towns and villages of Judah. 
This raises an important point for us who live in a locality that many people have not even heard 
of. But while we may not have much influence on the important people of this world, we are 
not unimportant to God. He has commenced many important works in obscure places.”20 
 
“This passage was recognized by the Jews as a Messianic text, especially in all of the Jewish 
paraphrases and interpretations of the Old Testament known as Targums.” 21   The Aramaic 
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Targum Jonathan translates as “. . . out of thee shall proceed in my presence the Messiah to 
exercise sovereignty over Israel; whose name has been called from eternity, from the days of the 
everlasting.”22  Likewise, the priests and scribes during Herod’s day likewise thought that it was 
Messianic (Matthew 2:5-6; John 7:42).  Fruchtenbaum summarizes the text well, “Here in Micah 
5:2, we read where that birth is to take place. Messiah is to be born, not in Jerusalem as might 
have been expected, but in Bethlehem.”23 
 
Oh, what joy I receive from this truth.  God has you where He wants you.  He is using you in 
ways you cannot comprehend.  At the end of each day, we must remind ourselves that it is not 
about us.  It is about Him.  We must pray, “Dear Father, who reigns over all creation, how 
majestic is your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth even as it is done in 
heaven.” 
 
“If 5:1 goes with 5:2-5a, then there is a contrast between weak, helpless Jerusalem and God's new 
leader from Bethlehem (David's hometown). The Judean monarchy is hopelessly lost in sin and 
faithlessness (except for a few godly kings, e.g., Hezekiah, Josiah). God will raise up another 
faithful king of David's line, who will fully follow YHWH (cf. Gen. 49:9-10; II Sam. 7)!”24 
 

B. The pre-existence of the Messiah (v. 2)  
 

2 “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One will go forth 

for me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity” (Micah 5:2). 

 
The idea of His obscurity will be noted when we consider the “prophecy” of being called a 
Nazarene.  However, we can note how He comes out of obscurity, little known and less noticed.  
Think about His upbringing and personal history.  There must have been intense personal 
scrutiny and social ostracizing. 
 
“The plain antithesis of this clause, to ‘come forth out of thee’ (from Beth-lehem), shows that the 
eternal generation of the Son is meant. The terms convey the strongest assertion of infinite 
duration of which the Hebrew language is capable (compare Ps 90:2; Pr 8:22, 23; John 1:1). 
Messiah's generation as man coming forth unto God to do His will on earth is from Beth-lehem; 
but as Son of God, His goings forth are from everlasting. The promise of the Redeemer at first 
was vaguely general (Ge 3:15). Then the Shemitic division of mankind is declared as the quarter 
in which He was to be looked for (Ge 9:26,27); then it grows clearer, defining the race and nation 
whence the Deliverer should come, namely, the seed of Abraham, the Jews (Ge 12:3); then the 
particular tribe, Judah (Ge 49:10); then the family, that of David (Ps 89:19,20); then the very town 
of His birth, here. And as His coming drew nigh, the very parentage (Mt 1:1-17; Lu 1:26-35; 2:1-
7); and then all the scattered rays of prophecy concentrate in Jesus, as their focus (Heb 1:1, 2).”25 
 
“Heb ‘his goings out.’ The term may refer to the ruler’s origins (cf. NAB, NIV, NRSV, NLT) or to 
his activities.  Heb ‘from the past, from the days of antiquity.’ Elsewhere both phrases refer to 
the early periods in the history of the world or of the nation of Israel. For  ֶֶדםִמּק (miqqedem, ‘from 
the past’) see Neh 12:46; Pss 74:12; 77:11; Isa 45:21; 46:10. For עֹוָלם ִמיֵמי (mimey ’olam, ‘from the 
days of antiquity’) see Isa 63:9, 11; Amos 9:11; Mic 7:14; Mal 3:4. In Neh 12:46 and Amos 9:11 the 
Davidic era is in view.  In riddle-like fashion, this verse alludes to David, as the references to 
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Bethlehem and to his ancient origins/activities indicate. The passage anticipates the second 
coming of the great king to usher in a new era of national glory for Israel. Other prophets are 
more direct and name this coming ideal ruler ‘David’ (Jer 30:9; Ezek 34:23-24; 37:24-25; Hos 3:5). 
Of course, this prophecy of ‘David’s’ second coming is actually fulfilled through his descendant, 
the Messiah, who will rule in the spirit and power of his famous ancestor and bring to realization 
the Davidic royal ideal in an even greater way than the historical David (see Isa 11:1, 10; Jer 
33:15).”26 

 

“Linguistically a case can be made for showing a strong affinity between this figure and 
God.”27  Qedem, the Hebrew word for old, means from “ancient times” and it is used of God 
Himself elsewhere in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 33:27; Habakkuk 1:12).  Further, mee 
mai-oulom literally means from “ancient time or eternity.”28  One can also translate it as “days of 
immeasurable time.”29  Robert Jamieson notes, “The terms convey the strongest assertion of 
infinite duration of which the Hebrew language is capable.”30  There are other references in 
Scripture where this phraseology is used, as in Psalm 90:2 where the reference is to God the 
Father and in Proverbs 8:22-23 where the voice of Wisdom speaks.  “Old” and “ancient times” 
can refer to eternity.  The Hebrew word for ancient times is used in Micah 4:7 to refer to 
God.  Ankerberg, Weldon, and Kaiser point out, “The fact that such terms were used of a future 
ruler indicates that Micah expected a supernatural figure. This harmonizes with Isaiah’s 
expectation of the Messiah in Isaiah 9:6 where the future Messianic King is called ‘eternal’ and 
‘God’ (El), a word Isaiah uses only of God.”31  
 
But having described this coming King as his servant, God now declares that he is also an eternal 
person whose goings forth have been from everlasting. There is not much we can say.  We 
struggle to find words to explain it. The servant of the Lord, the future Messiah, possesses the 
attributes of God. He has eternally existed. 
 
Not only has he always existed, he has always been active (‘goings forth’). These activities 
include what he did before the universe existed and what he did in human history. What are 
some of those deeds? 
 
One of them is his involvement in the work of creation. He shared in this wonderful project 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit. With mutual delight and joy, they produced a grand edifice 
filled with marvels, a structure that displayed their wisdom, power and goodness. 
 
His goings forth also involved him in visiting earth on numerous occasions [Christophanies]. 
The Old Testament contains many such visits, such as when he appeared to Abraham, Hagar, 
Moses, Joshua and Isaiah. These visits were kind of foretastes of his eventual longer visit. 
 
Therefore, one day he made a different journey and appeared in Bethlehem. This visit was not 
a short one; rather he was to live here for over thirty years. In each of the previous journeys, his 
visit ended with his return to the Father. However, on this new visit he met his Father in 
different places, one of which was Calvary. Micah does not mention the death of the Messiah, 
but it occurred on the cross when His Father offered him up to pay the penalty of our sin. 
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C. The purpose of his coming (vv. 2-6)  
 

3 “Therefore He will give them up until the time when she who is in labor has borne a child. Then the 
remainder of His brethren will return to the sons of Israel. 4 And He will arise and shepherd His flock in the 
strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD His God. And they will remain, because at that 
time He will be great to the ends of the earth. 5 This One will be our peace. When the Assyrian invades our 
land, when he tramples on our citadels, then we will raise against him seven shepherds and eight leaders of 
men. 6 They will shepherd the land of Assyria with the sword, The land of Nimrod at its entrances; And He 
will deliver us from the Assyrian When he attacks our land And when he tramples our territory” (Micah 5:3-
6). 

 
“This chapter also predicts the pre-existence (v. 2, lines 4, 5) of the Messiah as well as the type 
of reign He will employ (vv. 4-5, line 1). This is shockingly specific prophecy. What a wonderful 
and accurate Bible we have been given by God.”32 
 

1. He will arise and shepherd His flock  
 
a. in the strength of the LORD (v. 4a) 
b. in the majesty of the name of the LORD His God (v. 4b) 

 
Heb “by the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.”33 

 
2. He will be great to the ends of the earth (v. 4c) 

 
We can attempt to climb over the various planks laid before us in the reading of Scripture, but 
God tells us why He created and what this will look like.  He created us for joy.  This joy is only 
knowable and experienced in the provision of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit.  God’s 
intent [and it will come to pass] is for creation to be filled with the knowledge of His glory for 
the joy of His people.  When and as this is happening every knee will bow and every tongue 
will confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father.  The “when” and “as” of the already 
/ not yet encourages us to know it is happening and encourages us to know the best is still yet 
to come.  What will happen infuses what is happening.  We will have joy in the future and we 
can have joy right now. 
 

3. This One will be our peace (v. 5) 
 
“This clause should be joined to the preceding verse, as it finishes the prophecy concerning our 
blessed Lord, who is the Author and Prince of Israel; and shall finally give peace to all nations, 
by bringing them under his yoke.”34 
 
“The numbers seven and eight here symbolize completeness and emphasize that Israel will have 
more than enough military leadership and strength to withstand the Assyrian advance.”35 
 
“Number sequences are common in Ugaritic and OT literature (e.g., Prov. 6:16; 30:15,18,21,29; 
Amos 1:3,6,9,11,13; 2:1,4,6, and another example is in Ecclesiasticus 11:25). The emphasis is on 
the adequate number of godly leaders to accomplish YHWH's will who will be available in that 
day.”36 
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This text is chucked full of glory and majesty and hope.  One cannot read this without feeling 
and sensing the awe it would strike in the heart of those who had the enemy banging on their 
doors. 
 
God tells his people that the coming Messiah would be the Ruler that he had predicted would 
come. What Israel longed for was a King who would deliver them from the various enemies that 
they faced. Yet, as time went by, their kings seemed increasingly incapable of defeating the 
powerful rulers that were arising. They wanted a deliverer immediately, and why would God 
not give them one? 
 
“So, through Micah, God informs the listeners (and readers) that this coming King would be the 
servant of God because he is to come forth ‘for God’. This is an important aspect of the person 
and work of the Savior that we should always keep in mind that he came primarily as the servant 
of God.”37 
 
“Seven shepherds, and eight—‘Seven’ expresses perfection; ‘seven and eight’ is an idiom for a 

full and sufficient number (Job 5:19; Pr 6:16; Ec 11:2). Principal men--literally, "anointed 
(humble) men" (Ps 62:9), such as the apostles were. Their anointing, or consecration and 
qualification to office, was by the Holy Spirit [CALVIN] (1Jo 2:20, 27). "Princes" also were 
anointed, and they are mentioned as under Messiah (Isa 32:1). English Version therefore gives 
the probable sense.”38 
 
III. The preservation of God’s people (vv. 7-9) 

 
7 “Then the remnant of Jacob Will be among many peoples like dew from the LORD, like showers on vegetation 
which do not wait for man Or delay for the sons of men. 8 The remnant of Jacob Will be among the nations, among 
many peoples like a lion among the beasts of the forest, like a young lion among flocks of sheep, which, if he 
passes through, tramples down and tears, and there is none to rescue. 9 your hand will be lifted up against your 
adversaries, and all your enemies will be cut off” (Micah 5:7-9). 

 
Notice the similes used, like dew, like showers, like a lion, and like a young lion.  They speak of 
a pervasiveness, of a blessing, of strength and honor and dignity.  It speaks of a time of victory 
and triumph. 
 
“5:7-9 Quite often in Micah (and other prophets) there has been the promise that God would 
bring His remnant (see Special Topic at 2:12) back to Jerusalem. See also Special Topic: OT 
Predictions of the Future vs. NT Predictions of the Future at 4:7. However, in this context, God 
will scatter the remnant of faithful believers throughout the earth that they might be a blessing 
(i.e., ‘dew from the LORD’), v. 7, and a champion for justice and godliness, v. 8. If this is accurate 
then YHWH is using the exiles to scatter His people (i.e., the purpose of Genesis, ‘be fruitful and 
multiply,’ which fallen mankind refused, cf. Gen. 10-11). His scattered people are His witnesses 
to all the nations, which fulfills Gen. 12:2-3; 22:18; 26:4; Acts 3:25; Gal. 3:8!”39 
 
In this next detail of his prediction, Micah mentions that God would give up Israel until a woman 
gives birth to the Messiah (v. 3). This does not mean that there would not be partial restorations 
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before this birth would occur – there was the partial return of some from the Babylonian 
captivity. However, the people of God as a whole would not be gathered to Zion until the 
Messiah appeared.  
 
Earlier we noted that Jesus was the servant King. This next statement of the prophecy tells us 
that he is also the shepherd King because he will begin to gather his flock. At Bethlehem, the 
place where shepherds dwelt, the Great Shepherd came with the aim of creating a wonderful 
family – Micah says the sheep are the brothers of the Messiah, and in this we have the roots of 
the wonderful doctrine of adoption, revealed more fully in the New Testament where Paul tells 
the Roman Christians that they are joint-heirs with Christ of his inheritance. 
 
“Listen to the way Leslie Allen makes the connection between Romans 11 and Micah 5: Paul is 
heir to Micah in Romans 11, where in [a] similar vein he views a mainly Gentile Church as a 
lopsided thing and looks forward to the time when Jewish believers would be added in 
appropriately large numbers. (The Books of Joel, Obadiah, Jonah and Micah, NICOT, 1976, p. 351).  
In other words, when verse 3 says, ‘The rest of his brothers will return,’ this is Micah's way of 
saying all Israel will be saved (Romans 11:25).”40 
 
“Micah depicts the Messiah as standing. This posture is associated with conquerors. Job looked 
forward to seeing his Redeemer stand on the earth, the conqueror of death (Job 19). Here in 
Micah there is a reminder that the promised King will possess the strength of God as he gathers 
his sheep from all over the world. Wherever they are, he will have the strength to find them. 
And he will recover them in a glorious manner, suitable to the majesty of God, and lead them 
to glory in a splendid style. His sheep don’t often realize it, but their Shepherd is transforming 
them as he leads them to heaven.”41 
 
IV. The purging of idolatry (vv. 10-15)  

 
10 "It will be in that day," declares the LORD,  

• "That I will cut off your horses from among you and destroy your chariots. 

• 11 "I will also cut off the cities of your land And tear down all your fortifications. 

• 12 "I will cut off sorceries from your hand, and you will have fortune-tellers no more. 

• 13 "I will cut off your carved images and your sacred pillars from among you, So that 
you will no longer bow down To the work of your hands. 

• 14 "I will root out your Asherim from among you And destroy your cities. 

• 15 "And I will execute vengeance in anger and wrath on the nations which have not 
obeyed." 

 
Those “things” we all place confidence in God will remove and destroy.  These are the “things” 
we turn to in our seasons of anxiety and confusion.  We look to such “things” to do for us what 
can only be done by God.  Let us remember, “The shadow can only point, it can never provide.” 
 
Think of how appropriate this message is in light of our present Christmas season.  All of our 
consumption has the overwhelming power to pull us into shadow without forcing us to see the 
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substance.  The day is coming when the shadow will never distract us from Him.  The fix 
however will not be in the shadow, but in us. 
 
“Cut off thy horses ... chariots--namely, those used for the purposes of war. Israel had been 
forbidden the use of cavalry, or to go to Egypt for horses (De 17:16), lest they should trust in 
worldly forces, rather than in God (Ps 20:7). Solomon had disregarded this command (1Ki 10:26, 
28). Hereafter, saith God, I will remove these impediments to the free course of my grace: horses, 
chariots, &c., on which ye trust. The Church will never be safe, until she is stripped of all creature 
trusts, and rests on Jehovah alone [CALVIN]. The universal peace given by God shall cause 
warlike instruments to be needless.”42 
 
“The outcome of this is that they are entirely secure. Nothing can separate them from the 
Shepherd. He will always be in total control and his kingdom will spread over all the earth. The 
Old Testament anticipates with great longing the day when the Messiah will be known all over 
the world. We are nearer that day than they were; we see his greatness in the spread of his gospel, 
in bringing his sheep to himself. The security they have will last as long as he is King. 
Throughout the days of his kingdom, there will be peace within their souls because he himself 
will be the source of their peace as he sends the Spirit of peace into their hearts.”43 
 
“Today, our society has imagined it is giving honor to the Christ child. Sadly, most of them have 
no idea who he is, what he did, or where he is now. Therefore, they do not know about the peace 
that he can give – the peace of reconciliation with God, the peace of God in one’s heart, and the 
peace of the Spirit throughout his people. But we know where he is and therefore we should 
come to him, no longer in Bethlehem, for this wonderful security and serenity that he alone can 
give.”44 
 
“For many years, a silver star hung over the birthplace of Jesus in the Church of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem. Eastern Orthodox churchmen wanted to replace the star with one of their own. 
Roman Catholic churchmen rejected the idea. The former was backed by Russia and France 
backed the latter. When Turkey (which held jurisdiction over Palestine) sided with the French, 
Russia declared war on Turkey. Great Britain, France and Italy rallied to the side of Turkey. For 
three long years, 1853-1856, the Crimean War raged. Two years after the war, the Silver Star was 
permanently removed from the site.  It has been estimated that only 8% of recorded history has 
been peacetime. Of the last 3,000 years, only 300 years have been without war, and over 8,000 
treaties have been broken. In our own nation, few years have been peaceful since World War II, 
in which was inflicted over 100,000 enemy casualties. Every day we read the headlines and 
wonder, ‘Where is the peace promised by this child of Christmas?’ The Bible teaches that the 
time of ultimate peace is coming in the future when Christ will return to earth. But His peace is 
a present reality in His Church.”45 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
“This text definitely is a valid text to use in demonstrating the case for Jesus as Messiah.  While 
it is difficult to demonstrate that Micah predicted the incarnation of God in the flesh, the text at 
least demonstrates where the Messiah would be born.  As such, one must be careful to take all 
of the factors into consideration when arguing for the deity of Christ from this passage.  Anyhow, 
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one can at least argue that the text comes extremely close to demonstrating that the Messiah 
would be eternal – using phraseology that is only used of God.  Therefore, one is definitely 
justified in using this text to argue that Jesus is the Messiah.”46 
 
“We can also make a point out of the Old Testament citations. What this passage shows is that 
every detail of the life of Christ is a fulfillment of the prophetic revelation. We need to remember 
that prophecy is only possible if God is in control of history--otherwise ‘prophecy’ could only 
be guesswork, and not always accurate. However, God was revealing His plan through the 
events in the Exodus with Christ in mind; He was working through the Babylonian captivity 
with Christ in mind. In addition, what He had in mind for Christ is that He would deliver His 
people from bondage by becoming the Passover Lamb, and then He would bring in a New 
Covenant that would change everything by the power of the Spirit. These citations at the infancy 
of Christ point us in the direction the Gospel will go. And they remind us that God will not let 
anything interrupt His program in Christ.”47 
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