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“Where is He Who Has Been Born King of the Jews?” 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Advent 2013 – Hope in the Prison of Despair 

 
There is a collective groaning taking place as we wait for and anticipate the arrival of the KING 
OF THE JEWS.  Beyond the routine and mundane, there is the persistent grinding of the 
oppressive tyrant and merciless taskmaster.  This is what the Nation of Israel lived with and this 
is where we find our own stories.  It is in the context of life, the King would be born. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. A past event (vv. 1, 2, 16) 
II. A present threat (vv. 1-4) 
III. An ancient promise (vv. 5, 6) 
IV. A persistent war   

 

A. The Assault of King Herod against the Woman’s Seed (vv. 3-8, 12) 
1. Power without humility leads to destruction [King Herod] 
2. Knowledge without believing leads to damnation [Chief Priests and Scribes] 
3. Inquiry without sincerity leads to deception [King Herod] 

 

B. The Affection of the Magi for the Woman’s Seed (vv. 1, 2, 9-11) 
1. Belief works and wonders (v. 1 [from the East], v. 2 [Where is He]) 

a. They sought Him [“from the East”] 
b. They inquired of Him [“Where is He”] 

2. Belief worships and obeys (vv. 10, 11, 12) 
a. They worshipped Him 

i. By their posture – “they bowed down” 
ii. By their possessions – “they opened their treasures” 

b. They obeyed Him 
 

V. A certain victory (vv. 10-12) 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Today we find ourselves on one of two sides.  We are either part of the rebellion against 
the Seed Promise or we are part of those who expend energy and affection in our 
worship of Him who is born in Bethlehem of Judea.   

2. There are really only two choices.  Which one have you chosen? 
3. Let us keep the main thing, the main thing.  Let us together worship and obey Him.  Let 

us not pull back, but let us press ahead as together we seek the One who has been born 
the KING OF THE JEWS. 


