
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: March 20, 2016 
Title:  Palm Sunday1 – Jesus is God’s King 
Text:  John 12:12-19 
Theme: Through the resurrection of Lazarus, Jesus shows Himself to be the promised King, 

the Christ. Everyone must now decide concerning Him.  
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
John 20:30-31  -- John’s purpose statement is four-fold. Signs are given establishing Jesus as the 
Christ. As such, we are to believe in Him. Believing in Him results in eternal life. 
 
Our text will celebrate John’s four-fold purpose in writing. 
 
CONTEXT 
 
11 – Jesus raises Lazarus, “Do you believe this?” (v. 26). 
11 – The religious establishment determines to destroy Jesus (vv. 53, 57). 
12 – Mary anoints the feet of Jesus six days before Passover (vv. 1ff) speaking to His imminent 

death (v. 7). 
12 – Judas Iscariot reveals his betrayal of Jesus (vv. 4-8). 
12 – Editorial (vv. 9-11). This parallels verses 17-19. 
“FIFTH DAY” – JESUS ENTERS JERUSALEM (VV. 12-19) 
12 – Greeks seeking Jesus (vv. 20-22) 
12 – Jesus speaks of His imminent death, burial, and resurrection (vv. 23-32). 
 
Jesus is the projected Messiah. What will one do with Him? Notice the resolution of the 
primary characters as noted in what follows. 
 

1. The unsure crowd – “Who is this Son of Man?” (v. 34 [v. 37 “Yet they were not 
believing”]) 

2. The unbalanced Pharisees – “Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him” 
(vv. 42, 43). 

3. The upset disciples – (chap. 13-16 [cf. 14:1, 27]) 
 
This same mindset will be reflected in our present text. Jesus is the promised King. Everyone 
must now decide concerning Him.  
 
STRUCTURE 
 

I. The Setting – Passover (v. 12). It is a distinct and national Feast celebrating Israel’s 
deliverance from their Egyptian oppressors. 

 
A detailed account of the institution of this feast is given in Exod. 12 and 13. It was afterwards 
incorporated in the ceremonial law (Lev. 23:4-8) as one of the great festivals of the nation. 
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“Imagine yourself in Jerusalem over 2000 years ago. There was a great crowd there that day that 
had come to celebrate the Feast of the Passover. I can imagine it was something like what we see 
in Times Square on New Year’s Eve. Josephus, the notable Jewish historian, estimated that over 
two million people were involved in the great Passover Feast. It is known that 256,500 lambs 
were slain at one Passover and that each lamb represented at least ten worshippers. Teeming 
thousands from all over the world were flooding into the city to observe the Passover. The mass 
of people and the necessary housing and food arrangements to handle such a mass of people 
can hardly be imagined. An excitable carnival-like atmosphere was bound to prevail over such 
a mob of people. Lots of people jamming the streets of the city, getting ready to celebrate. But as 
they prepared to observe one of the most important feasts that the Jewish people celebrated all 
year, word came that Jesus was on his way into the city. It is a rare thing that all four gospels 
record the same event in Jesus’ life. Sometimes one or two gospels record an event; some events 
in Jesus’ life are recorded in three gospel accounts. But what happens on this day in Jerusalem 
is recorded by all four of the gospel writers. For that reason alone, we should consider what 
happened here to be important.”2 
 

II. The Conflict – The Jewish Messiah in a Roman Rule. The Jewish Nation celebrated 
Passover for two reasons. First, to remember their past deliverance and second, to 
anticipate their future deliverance.  

 
“You might not know that Jesus’ procession into Jerusalem was not the only procession the city 
saw that day.  In the year 30 AD, Roman historians record that the governor of Judea, Pontius 
Pilate, led a procession of Roman cavalry and centurions into the city of Jerusalem.  (The Last 
Week, Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan, p.1) Imagine the spectacle of that entry.  From 
the western side of the city, the opposite side from which Jesus enters, Pontius Pilate leads 
Roman soldiers on horseback and on foot. Each soldier was clad in leather armor polished to a 
high gloss.  On each centurion’s head, hammered helmets gleamed in the bright sunlight.  At 
their sides, sheathed in their scabbards, were swords crafted from the hardest steel; and, in their 
hands, each centurion carried a spear; or if he was an archer, a bow with a sling of arrows across 
his back. Drummers beat out the cadence of march for this was no ordinary entry into 
Jerusalem.  Pilate, as governor of the region which included not only Judea, but Samaria, and 
Idumea, knew it was standard practice for the Roman governor of a foreign territory to be in its 
capital for religious celebrations.  It was the beginning of Passover, a strange Jewish festival that 
the Romans allowed.  However, the Romans must have been aware that this festival celebrated 
the liberation of the Jews from another empire, the empire of Egypt. So, Pilate had to be in 
Jerusalem.  Since the Romans had occupied this land by defeating the Jews and deposing their 
king about 80 years before, uprisings were always in the air.  The last major uprising, long before 
Pilate’s time, had been after the death of Herod the Great in 4 BC.”3 
 
“A contrast between kings and kingdoms was on display that day in Rome.  And, although 
many of the common people thought they sided with Jesus, they did so for the same reasons the 
Pharisees and others sided with Rome.  They thought Jesus could do for them what Rome had 
done for their rulers — make their lives better, deliver them from the oppressive system under 
which they lived and worked, and turn the tables on the Romans.”4 
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III. The Climax – Quoting Psalm 118 and Zechariah 9 (vv. 13-15). The crowd was tuned for 
this moment. Jesus is inaugurating the kingdom of God. They are in God’s Kingdom, 
but it does not look anything like they were anticipating AT THIS TIME. What Jesus is 
about to do is defeat the true enemy (vv. 31, 32).  

 
Herein lies the centerpiece of God’s Story. This is the GOSPEL. The only way to properly 
understand the single Story of God is to see Jesus as the centerpiece.  Jesus is fulfilling the 
SEED PROMISE (Gen. 3:15) and completing the BLOOD PICTURE (Gen. 3:21). John proves 
His point by quoting two Old Testament Passages. 
 

A. Psalm 118:22-29 (Comp. 25, 26 w/ John 12:13) 
 
Psalm 118 is a Psalm of thanksgiving for the LORD’S saving goodness. 
 

“The expression ῾Ωσαννά (Jwsanna, literally in Hebrew, “O Lord, save”) in the quotation from 
Ps 118:25-26 was probably by this time a familiar liturgical expression of praise, on the order of 
“Hail to the king,” although both the underlying Aramaic and Hebrew expressions meant “O 
Lord, save us.” As in Mark 11:9 the introductory ὡσαννά is followed by the words of Ps 118:25, 
εὐλογηµένος ὁ ἐρχόµενος ἐν ὀνόµατι κυρίου (euloghmeno" Jo ercomeno" en onomati kuriou), 
although in the Fourth Gospel the author adds for good measure καὶ ὁ βασιλεὺς τοῦ ᾿Ισραήλ (kai 
Jo basileu" tou Israhl). In words familiar to every Jew, the author is indicating that at this point 
every messianic expectation is now at the point of realization. It is clear from the words of the 
psalm shouted by the crowd that Jesus is being proclaimed as messianic king. Hosanna is an 
Aramaic expression that literally means, “help, I pray,” or “save, I pray.” By Jesus’ time it had 
become a strictly liturgical formula of praise, however, and was used as an exclamation of praise 
to God.”5 
 

v. 24 ““This is the Day” and it is usually understood as referring to the new day, i.e, today, that 
God has given us, and so we should rejoice in it. That’s true, but Psalm 118 is talking about the 
work of God in Christ and the future day when God will lay the foundation Stone that will bring 
salvation.”6 
 

“In context, Psalm 118:24 refers not to every day, but to a particular, momentous day: the day 
when the Lord made the rejected stone the cornerstone (118:22-23), probably of the Temple 
(118:19-20, 27). It speaks of a special day of triumph for the Davidic king, applicable in principle 
to many of God’s great triumphs but usually applied in the New Testament in a special way. If 
Psalm 118:22-23 was fulfilled in Jesus’ ministry as He claimed (Mark 12:10-11), so also was Psalm 
118:24: the great and momentous day the Lord had made, the day the Psalmist calls his hearers 
to celebrate, is the prophetic day when God exalted Jesus, rejected by the chief priests, as the 
cornerstone of His new temple (cf. Eph. 2:20).”7 
 

B. Zechariah 9:9 (John 12:15) 
 

“The New Testament quotes Zechariah seventy-one times. Thirty-one of these are in Revelation 
and twenty-seven in the Gospels.”8 “Chapters 1-8 are quoted often in the book of the Revelation, 
while chapters 9-14 are quoted often in the Gospels.”9 
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John quotes Zechariah 9:9. Zechariah 9 speaks of God’s victory over the enemies of Israel. It also 
speaks of Israel’s restoration to God and time of rest. These are the expectations the people had 
for the coming Messiah. They wanted to believe Jesus was this Messiah. 
 

• Victory over their enemies. 

• Restoring of the Land. 

• Freedom from want. 
 

What Jesus is about to do is defeat their greatest enemy. God is about to declare Jesus as King. 
  
IV. The Resolution – The people went and met Him (vv. 17, 18). Israel was responding to 

the moment. 
 

V. The New Setting – The confusion/perplexity of the religious establishment and “the 
world having gone after Him” (v. 19). The religious establishment was beyond 
themselves emotionally and sought the death of Jesus. 

 

In light of this extended context, let us consider the response of three notable groups. 
 

1. The curious crowd (v. 12), the people (vv. 17, 18 [those who were with Him at the 
raising of Lazarus and those who joined Him because of the witness of those who were 
with Him at the raising of Lazarus]). There is this uneasiness throughout John’s Gospel 
as to what one is to do with Jesus. 

 

2. The confused disciples (v. 16). John adds editorial comments throughout his record for 
his audience. Here, he explains the intellectual placement of His disciples. 

 

• John 3:10 Jesus answered and said to him, "Are you the teacher of Israel and do not understand these things? 

• John 8:43 "Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word. 

• John 10:6 This figure of speech Jesus spoke to them, but they did not understand what those things were 
which He had been saying to them. 

• John 10:38 but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, so that you may know and 
understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father." 

• John 12:16 These things His disciples did not understand at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they 
remembered that these things were written of Him, and that they had done these things to Him. 

• John 13:7 Jesus answered and said to him, "What I do you do not realize now, but you will understand 
hereafter." 

• John 20:9 For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. 
 

“When Jesus was glorified, that is, glorified through his resurrection, exaltation, and return to the 
Father. Jesus’ glorification is consistently portrayed this way in the Gospel of John.”10 
 

3. The crazed Pharisees (v. 19). The religious establishment was completely perplexed at 
His popularity and had no idea how to address it. Their conclusion, “kill Him.” 

 

I cannot help but parallel the significant media confusion over our present republican 
candidates. They have no idea what to do with the candidates. 
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EMPHASIS 
 
Jesus inaugurates God’s Kingdom program. But it did not look anything like the people were 
expecting. His presence demands a response. Jesus is God’s Kingdom program. What will one 
do with Him? 
 
A.I.M. / APPLICATION 
 
John desires to set Jesus as the Promised and Established King. 
 
1. Jesus performed many signs (11:47). 
2. Many believed in Him because of the signs (11:45). 
3. The religious establishment wanted Jesus dead (11:53, 57). 
4. His disciples did not understand the significance of all that was transpiring (12:16). 
5. Others would not believe Him despite the signs (12:37). 
6. The Greeks sought Him (12:21) even though He came unto His own and His own did not 

receive Him (1:11). 
 
Will you accept Him as your King? 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
1. You have a choice to make as to whose kingdom and whose will shall prevail. 
2. You have a choice to make as to how you will view this world. 
3. You have a choice to make as to whether or not you will believe in Jesus. 
 
“Because that is the choice we make each day.  To choose power and might over love.  To 
choose “the way things are done” over “the way God intends them to be.”   Two 
processions.  Two theologies. Two choices.  Which would you choose?  What kind of king do 
you expect?”11 
 

1 There is some discussion as to whether or not the event took place on “Sunday.” I will not, however, worry ourselves with 

the day, but accept the historical significance of the event itself. 
2 http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/we-would-like-to-see-jesus-larry-east-sermon-on-easter-palm-sunday-

90045.asp  
3 http://www.churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-blogs/150681-palm-sunday-sermon-what-kind-of-king-did-you-

expect.html  
4 http://www.churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-blogs/150681-palm-sunday-sermon-what-kind-of-king-did-you-

expect.html  
5 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/John+12:13   
6 https://bible.org/question/what-%E2%80%9Cday%E2%80%9D-psalm-11824-referring-%E2%80%9C-day-lord-has-

made%E2%80%9D  
7 http://www.craigkeener.com/tag/psalm-11824/  
8 http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/zechariah-theology-of.html  
9 https://bible.org/seriespage/zechariah-9  
10 https://net.bible.org/#!bible/John+12:16  
11 http://www.churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-blogs/150681-palm-sunday-sermon-what-kind-of-king-did-you-

expect.html  

                                                           


