
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  GOOD FRIDAY – April 14, 2017 
Title:  JESUS as the LAMB of God 
Text:  Misc. 
Theme: Jesus did for us what we could never do for ourselves. 
 
Introduction:  
We are not hear to debate the historicity of this moment. We are here to mark this moment. We 
come here recognizing our own need as well as God’s provision for our most fundamental 
problem. 
 
One of our problems is over familiarity with the gospel. We often fail to appreciate what we 
have. Many of us are familiar with those moments when we miss an advantage offered us. Let 
me share with you three such examples. 
 
3 Most Famous Missed Business Opportunities 

 1.  Ronald G. Wayne – He was the third co-founder of Apple who sold his shares, valued at 
$800, just two weeks after the company launched. If he held on to them they would be worth 
around $40 billion today. 
2.  Shaquille O’Neal – The former NBA star was offered an opportunity by Starbucks CEO 
Howard Schultz, to invest in the company. Shaq declined the offer by saying “Black people don’t 
drink coffee sir I don’t think it’s gonna work” Seeing a Starbucks on every corner today, he now 
refers to that as one of the worst business decisions of his life. 
3.  First Publishing Agent that was offered Harry Potter – J.K. Rowling sent the first three 
chapters of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone to a publishing agent who took a little more 
than a day to reject her offer. The second agent she offered the book to, Christopher Little, took 
her on but was rejected by twelve publishers before getting a greenlight by Bloomsbury, one 
year later. J.K. Rowling’s net worth today – around $1 billion… The Harry Potter franchise itself 
is said to be worth about $15 billion.1 
 
Today, I desire to share with you Jesus as Lamb and the incalculable nature of what this means. 
Let us not miss this opportunity. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
It has been said that Christianity is a bloody religion. This reference is usually made by critics 
who point to the wars, inquisitions, trials, and executions carried out over the years in the name 
of Christianity. While we must admit that blood has been wrongly shed in the name of so-called 
Christianity, the fact of the matter is that Christianity is indeed a bloody religion. However, this 
is true not because of the blood shed by humanity in wars and inquisitions, but because of the 
blood shed by Jesus Christ. 
In the preface to the book Precious Blood, Richard Phillips writes, “At the very heart of our 
Christian faith is a precious red substance; the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.” To read the Bible 
with any seriousness and sober discernment is to see that the shedding of blood or the 
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implications of it is on practically every page. If the history of redemption is a story told in 
pictures, the blood of Christ is the paint with which that story is told. 
Christianity is filled with blood. More than anything else, the blood of Christ is spoken of as 
accomplishing for us the grand benefits that belong to salvation: We have been purchased by 
His blood (Acts 20:28). We have propitiation by His blood (Rom. 3:25). We have been justified 
by his blood (Rom. 5:9). We have redemption through His blood (Eph. 1:7). We who were afar 
off have been brought near by His blood (Eph. 2:13). We have peace through His blood (Col. 
1:20). Our consciences are purified by His blood (Heb. 9:13). We are sanctified through His blood 
(Heb. 13:12). We are ransomed by His blood (1 Peter 1:19). We have been set free from sin by 
His blood (Rev. 1:5). These and many other benefits remind us that the blood of Christ is central 
to all we are as a redeemed people. Therefore, it should not be surprising that as recipients of 
God’s gracious salvation through the person and work of Christ, we preach, pray, and even sing 
of the wonderful power of the blood. As the songwriter wrote: 
There is a fountain filled with blood, drawn from Immanuel’s vein, Where sinners plunged beneath its 
flood, lose all their guilty stain. 
Even in coming to the Lord’s Table and receiving Communion, the Bible reminds us that the 
cup we receive is the blood of Christ (1 Cor. 10:19). 
The inevitable question is, why so much blood? The answer is because there is so much sin. The 
shedding of blood is the result of sin. Yet the shedding of blood is the only means by which sin 
is removed. In other words, without sin there would be no shedding of blood, but likewise the 
Bible reminds us that without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sins (Heb. 9:22).2 
 
A shadow of this idea is noted in Genesis 3:21, pictured throughout the Levitical sacrifices in the 
Book of Leviticus, and completed in the person and work of Jesus Christ. Paul notes our Savior 
as the Paschal Lamb (1 Cor. 5:7) and the Lord’s Table (1 Cor. 11:25) reminds us of this idea.  
 
I would like to consider four short thoughts as it relates to Jesus as the Lamb of God. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. The Lamb is prophetic 

 
John the Baptist saw Jesus and said, 
 

• “The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and *said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world!” (John 1:29) {takes away: or, bears}  
 

• “and he looked at Jesus as He walked, and *said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” (John 1:26). 

 
John’s statement finds its footing in Genesis 3:15 and 21. 
 

• “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise 
you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel” (Gen. 3:15). 
 

• “The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them” (Gen. 3:21). 

 
From this text we can consider the entire Book of Leviticus and Isaiah 53. 
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II. The Lamb is provisional 
 

• 4 “Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him 

stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was 

crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are 

healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has  

caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him” (Is. 53:4-6). 

 

The Lamb’s presence is a substitution. He is taking our place. He is doing for us what we could 
never do for ourselves. Yet, this Lamb is more, much more. 
 
III. The Lamb is propitiatory 
 
Propitiation speaks of appeasement and of satisfying. In the person and work of Jesus, the 
Father’s justice is satisfied and His anger is appeased. 
 

• “whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His 
righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed” (Rom. 
3:25). 
 

o “and above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat; but of these things we 
cannot now speak in detail” (Heb. 9:5). 
 

• “and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world” 
(1 John 2:2). 
 

• “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins” (1 John 4:10). 

 

• “Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people” (Heb. 2:17). 

 

The language of Scripture is intense. Listen to the next passage and consider how all of the 
prophetic word and the provisional nature of who Jesus is and what He has done echoes 
throughout God’s Story. 
 

• “All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the 
foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain” (Rev. 13:8). 
 

• “Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the 
consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself” (Heb. 9:26). 

 
This is what God has done for us. This brings us to our last thought on this GOOD FRIDAY. 
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IV. The Lamb is personal 
 
You have to decide what you will do with Him. Perhaps you might ask me, “What do you mean 
by do with Him?” Thank you for asking. John 1:11 and 12 tells us that we must receive Him 
whereby we become His people, His children. What exactly does this mean, “To receive Him?” 
 
The word “receive” is the word lambano. It occurs extensively in the NT, but John uses the word 
the most with 69 occurrences. Matthew follows with 49.  
 
The overriding idea is that of receiving, of taking. Something or someone is extended and the 
recipient takes the offer. They lay hold of the object.  
 
There are three thoughts needing to be received. First, you and I are helpless to save ourselves 
from sin and death. Second, Jesus is all the Bible says He is, and finally, Jesus has done all 
needing to be done in order for us to be saved from our sin and death. 
 
It really is that simple. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
Marco Polo is one of the most famed explorers of history. It seems he inherited the travel bug 
from his father. In 1260, when Marco polo was 6, his father and uncle traveled to Mongolia (part 
of modern day China). When they arrived there the Mongol emperor revealed an interest in 
Christianity. He asked the brothers to take a letter to the Pope requesting as many as 100 wise 
men to spread the Gospel among his subjects. 
Three years later the brothers arrived home, and two years later set out on their return trek. Did 
they take the 100 wise men with them? No. Just two friars, for this was all the church felt they 
could spare. And even those two didn’t make it, turning back shortly into their journey. 
What a tragedy! Imagine if the Kublai’s request had been fulfilled. Perhaps the whole history of 
China may have been changed.3 
 
Today, we consider Jesus. Who He is and what He did changes everything.  
 
1. Will you receive Him? 
2. If you have, let us worship and celebrate Him. 

 
 

1 http://www.thelisttv.com/the-list/3-most-famous-missed-business-opportunities  
2 http://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/our-bloody-religion/  
3 Source: Information found in National Geographic, May 2001. 
 

                                                           


