
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  April 23, 2017 
Title:  Hearing God’s Song in the Preacher’s Story 
Text:  Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 
Theme: God’s Song has a melody, can you hear it? 
 

Introduction:  
From Genesis through Revelation and throughout the created order God is singing a song. If 
you have ears to hear, you are hearing the melody. The melody is what identifies the song, 
everything else you hear is supporting the melody. The supporting parts harmonize with the 
song, but the harmony is not the song.  
 
If you are a singer, you sing the melody of the song. If you sing harmony, you need the melody 
to be the strongest part of the harmony will fail. 
 
You cannot copyright chords, but you can the melody. The melody is the tune you sing or 
whistle. The melody is what burrows itself into your head and you cannot get rid of it.  
 
I am convinced that the Scripture sings a single song and each book within the Bible has a song 
that harmonizes with the overarching melody of the Bible. This song is written by God and sung 
by creation. 
 
The Book of Ecclesiastes is strongly autobiographical. The author speaks of his story and God’s 
Song. 
 
The first eleven verses establish the tone of the story. It is similar to the opening scene in a movie. 
Is this going to be drama, or horror, or an action film, or a romance, or perhaps fantasy? 
Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 lets us know upfront this is a dirge or lament. It is as if the truth he speaks is 
spoken with a sigh. He threw everything he had at it to answer the question of life and his take 
away is found in Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14.  
 
We are not convinced and we want our stab at trying to fill our void and scratch our itch with 
shadow, only to come to the end with FEAR GOD AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS. Older 
individuals often speak of “learning from other people’s failure or mistakes.” This is what we 
are to do with Ecclesiastes. Let us take time this morning and in the days ahead to see if we 
cannot learn from the preacher’s story. 
 

THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

Initially, I would like to place this book into its larger historical context and then we will work 
to hear God’s song in the preacher’s story. Let us begin with some simple observations. 
 

• By Whom (1:1, 12, 16; 2:9) 
o Song of Solomon 

� a young man’s love 
o Proverbs 

� a middle-aged man’s wisdom 
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o Ecclesiastes 
� an old man’s sorrow 

• 1,000 “wives” (1 Kings 11:1-13) 
 

• 1 “Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, 
Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 2 from the nations concerning which the LORD had said 
to the sons of Israel, "You shall not associate with them, nor shall they associate with you, for they will 
surely turn your heart away after their gods." Solomon held fast to these in love. 3 He had seven hundred 
wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines, and his wives turned his heart away. 4 For when 
Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted 

to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been” (Eccl. 1:1-4). 

 

• Elohim [36 verses] vs. Yhwh [0 verses {Deist}] 
 
The author speaks of God as Creator, but does not reference God as keeping covenant. That 
would be like someone always speaking of God as God and not as ABBA. If you know only God 
and not ABBA, there is a “problem.” 
 

• When – Solomon’s reign 970BC – 930BC. 
 

• To Whom – the people of Israel and all who have “ears to hear.” 
 

• Problem 
o We try too hard to make this a “Christian” book. 
o We draw too sharp of a distinction between the experiences of a believer and that 
of an unbeliever. Both live life “under the Sun” and both can conclude “vanity of 
vanities.” 

o We do not like how life “feels.” 
o We have to work from what is true, not from what we feel. 

 

• Melodic Line 
 

Books of the Bible and the Bible (as a whole) have a coherent, sustained message—or big idea—
similar to the unique melody of a song. It is waiting to be heard. It unites the whole book, big 
theme and big aim, concisely stating what the whole book is about.  
 
All books in the Bible have a melodic line that runs throughout and holds it together. Some 
melodies are easy and others are complex. 
 
Ecclesiastes is a “pinch” problematic. Why, because it isn’t rainbows, glitter, and unicorns! 
 
Melodic Line 
Every passage will, in some way, be related (directly or indirectly, as support or even contrast) 
to the melodic line. Our task is to listen well enough and long enough to hear the melody. 
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• THE BIG IDEA 
The Bible sings a single SONG and the melody of that SONG is . . .  
 

JESUS 
FEAR 

GOD AND 
KEEP 

HIS COMMANDMENTS  
(12:13, 14) 

 

• FEAR / KEEP 
 

The statement is really one. To fear God is to keep His commandments. The vertical causes the 
horizontal consequence. When we fear God, we keep His commandments. This dynamic cannot 
be changed or avoided. 
 
Think of our Lord’s response when asked what is the greatest commandment? 
Matt. 22:36-40; Mk. 12:28-34; Luke 10:25-37 
 
Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. He takes two passages and combines them 
into one response. 
 
Jesus says in Matthew 22:40 that the entire Law and Prophets depend on these two 
commandments. The word depend is “to hang.” It is used of Jesus hanging on the cross (Acts 
5:30; 10:39; Gal. 3:13) and of a snake hanging from the arm of the apostle Paul (Acts 28:4). In the 
absence of these two commandments, the entire Law has nothing to support it. 
 
In Mark’s Gospel, the Scribe knew Jesus answered correctly (Mark 12:32). Verses 28 and 32 use 
the same word “well, right.” Mark says, “Jesus saw that the Scribe had answered intelligently, 
discreetly, with insight.” For those who had ears to hear, they understood the spirit behind the 
letter. 
 
In Luke’s account, Jesus asks a Lawyer how he understands the Law and he gives Deuteronomy 
6:5 as his answer. Jesus says, “You have answered correctly.” (v. 28). The word “correctly,” is 
our English word orthos. We use the word with orthotics, orthodoxy, orthopedic. It means 
“plain, right, straight.” The Lawyer took all of the Law and said, “Here is what cuts straight 
across the entire landscape of the LAW, love God. 
 
When the author of Ecclesiastes says, “Fear God and Keep His Commandments,” this is what 
those who had ears to hear would have heard. They would not have drilled down into the 
minutia. To burrow down into the minutia of the Law is to be buried under its weight. 
 
If one loves God, he will then love his neighbor and in so doing the entire Law would be kept. 
 
Is this right? 
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Think of John’s response in 1 John 3:19-24. 
 

• 19 “We will know by this that we are of the truth, and will assure our heart before Him 20 in whatever our 
heart condemns us; for God is greater than our heart and knows all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not 
condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22 and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we 
keep His commandments [plural] and do the things that are pleasing in His sight. 23 This is His 
commandment [singular], that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just 
as He commanded us. 24 The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We know 
by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us” (1 john 3:19-24). 

 
Prior to JESUS the Song says, “Believe God. After JESUS the Song says, “Believe JESUS.” Do 
you? Will you? 
 

• CONCLUSION 
 

• Life under the sun does not make “sense.” Regardless of one’s experience or knowledge the 
only conclusion one can come to is “FEAR GOD AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS.” 

• The meaning of life is not found in answering every question or solving every problem, but 
in accepting what you cannot understand and trusting whom you cannot see. 

• Regardless of whether one is or is not a believer, life is still lived “under the sun” and is often 
“vanity of vanities.” 

• We do not like this because we have bought into a false idea of the victorious Christian life. 

• Accepting FEAR GOD AND KEEP does not make everything unicorns and rainbows.  

• Life is still difficult, BUT . . . We know God has a larger purpose and thus He adds 
significance and purpose to our mundane and routine existence. 

 
This is God’s Song. Trust Him.  Will you trust Him? Will you believe that your life, your story 
is part of His Story? This is the Song Scripture sings, can you hear it? 
 

• Why was the Book written? 
 
The theme of Ecclesiastes is the necessity of fearing God in this fallen, confusing world. Each 
human being wants to understand all the ways God is acting in the world, but he cannot, 
because he is not God. And yet the faithful do not despair but cling to God, even when they 
cannot see what God is doing. The Lord deserves his people’s trust. They can leave everything 
to him while they seek to understand what it means to “fear God and keep his commandments” 
(12:13). This is true wisdom. 
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Outline: 
 
I. The Basic Thesis – “Fear God and Keep His commandments” 
II. The Proof – “All is Vanity” (1:12-6:9) 

• 8 sections  

• (1:12-14;  

• 15-17;  

• 18-2:11;  

• 12-17;  

• 18-26;  

• 3:1-4:6;  

• 7-16;  

• 5:1-6:9) Each ending with a phrase such as “meaningless, a chasing after the wind.” 
III. The Counsel for living (6:10-11:6) 

• Divided into two sections. 

• The first section (6:10-8:17) is further divided into four subsections  

• (6:10-7:14;  

• 15-24;  

• 25-29;  

• 8:1-17), each ending with a phrase such as “man cannot discover anything” or “this only 
have I found [Hebrew: matsa’, translated “discover” elsewhere].  

• The second section is also divided into four subsections  

• (9:1-12;  

• 13-10:15;  

• 16-11:2;  

• 3-6), each ending with “no man knows” or a similar phrase. 
IV. The Way of wisdom (11:7-12:8) 
V. Epilogue (12:9-14) 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
NOW WHAT? What conclusion are we to make? 
 

• “There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink and tell himself that his labor is good. This also I 
have seen that it is from the hand of God” (Eccl. 2:24). 
 

• 12 “I know that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and to do good in one's lifetime; 13 moreover, 
that every man who eats and drinks sees good in all his labor--it is the gift of God . . . 22 I have seen that 
nothing is better than that man should be happy in his activities, for that is his lot. For who will bring him 
to see what will occur after him?” (Eccl. 3:12, 13, 22). 
 

• “So I commended pleasure, for there is nothing good for a man under the sun except to eat and to drink 
and to be merry, and this will stand by him in his toils throughout the days of his life which God has given 
him under the sun” (Eccl. 8:15). 
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• 4 “For whoever is joined with all the living, there is hope; surely a live dog is better than a dead lion. 5 For 
the living know they will die; but the dead do not know anything, nor have they any longer a reward, for 
their memory is forgotten. 6 Indeed their love, their hate and their zeal have already perished, and they will 
no longer have a share in all that is done under the sun. 7 Go then, eat your bread in happiness and drink 
your wine with a cheerful heart; for God has already approved your works. 8 Let your clothes be white all 
the time, and let not oil be lacking on your head. 9 Enjoy life with the woman whom you love all the days 
of your fleeting life which He has given to you under the sun; for this is your reward in life and in your toil 
in which you have labored under the sun. 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might; for 
there is no activity or planning or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol where you are going” (Eccl. 9:4-10). 

 
God’s exhortation to “eat, drink, and be merry” is not a call to “party,” but to see the routines of 
your life as a gift from God and to understand how each of those parts will be weighed by God. 
You and I are to find contentment in the hand we are dealt.  
 
The question we are invited to answer in our study of Ecclesiastes is, “Can you hear God’s Song 
in your story?” 
 
Will you trust Him? Will you believe in JESUS? Will you have faith in the person and work of 
Jesus regardless as to what everything and everyone else might be telling you? 


