
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 
design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 
through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 
church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 
Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 
him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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 Date:  May 21, 2017 
Title:  From Dust to Dust 
Text:  Eccl. 3:16-4:3 
Theme:   
 
Introduction:  
 
God is Lord of TIME. All of the pieces making up one’s life is a picture of one whole. What 
follows continues to fall under the umbrella of God’s absolute oversight. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
Our perspective –  

14 “I have seen all the works which have been done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and striving after 
wind. 15 What is crooked cannot be straightened and what is lacking cannot be counted” (Eccl. 1:14, 15). 

 
God’s perspective –  

11 “He has made everything appropriate in its time. He has also set eternity in their heart, yet so that man 
will not find out the work which God has done from the beginning even to the end” (Eccl. 3:11). 

 
Our response –  

13 “The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies 
to every person. 14 For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good 
or evil” (Eccl. 12:13, 14). 

 
Solomon leveraged all of his resources [which were formidable] to answer the question of the 
crooked and empty. His conclusion: no one can straighten what is crooked and no one can fill 
what is empty. Thus, from his vantage point everything is meaningless and empty. Yet, God 
teaches. God has appointed everything and everything has beauty as it unfolds according to His 
loving and wise master plan. Solomon turns his gaze upward (2:24) and brings God into this 
meaningless cycle. Such knowledge comforts, but it does not answer all of our emotional anxiety 
and fretfulness. It tempers our grief with hope, but it does not change what is. What He invites 
us to do is FEAR HIM AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS. He calls us to trust Him. It is the 
pure and simple response. And regardless how much “lipstick” we put on that “pig,” it is still a 
“PIG.”  You can jump up and down, go sideways, push and pull, but at the end of the day all 
He asks is for us to trust Him. The question is, “Will we, will you, will I?” 
 
Let us now explore our text. What we are about to read is more of the same. Solomon is going 
to bring us back to his primary premise. No matter how much we throw at solving life’s deepest 
concerns, nothing on the horizontal can straighten what is crooked or fill what is empty. Here, 
two areas are noted. First, injustice, the crooked. Second, death, the empty. Those two thoughts 
are really one. The judgment facing all is death. The judgment is impartial and the outcome of 
death levels all of humanity. Here is his application of this observation. 
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Outline: 
 
Furthermore . . . [In addition, finally] 
 
I. vv. 16, 17 God will straighten what is crooked (1:15a [Trust Him in the face of 

injustice; love others in the face of injustice]) 
 
There is injustice in the world and nothing we do can undo it. Although I do not believe we are 
to make social justice the gospel, I equally do not think or teach we should strive to be engaged 
in illegal, unethical, and immoral activity.  We must stand against such things and love those 
who find themselves victimized by such injustice. You and I, however, will never correct the 
crookedness of this world. We should not be contributing to it, but let us not think we are the 
solution to this world’s problems. Jesus is; we are not. 
 
This text assures us that God will judge everything and everyone. He will put all this back 
together. Part of His judgment of “life” is death. “All have sinned and the wages of sin is death” 
(Romans 3:23; 6:23).  
 
• 26 “Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once at the 

consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 27 And inasmuch 
as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment, 28 so Christ also, having been offered once 
to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly 
await Him” (Heb. 9:26-28). 

 
“That is how injustice in the world is ‘solved’: all die the same death and are placed on the same 
level by death so that right or wrong simply play no role for the parties who have died.”1 We all 
cry out for justice and all we receive what we justly deserve, death. 
 
Death is the subject matter of the next clump of verses. 
 
II. vv. 18-22 God will fill what is empty (1:15b [Trust Him in the face of injustice; love 

others in the face of injustice]) 
 
For Solomon, death, the grave stands as an unknown. There is a vacuum, a void awaiting all 
who die. In the Old Testament, what they understood to exist after death was spotty. We know 
more, but it still sits as an unknown. What we know in part is fully displayed in the person and 
work of Jesus. He is the resurrection and the life. Apart from His person and work all we have 
is a very bleak understanding of the grave. 
 
He did not have the complete Story, we do. Such information should enable us to restrain our 
judgment of the preacher. His thoughts concerning death have three moving parts. 
 
A. Proposition – “we are but beasts” (v. 18) 

 
An intent of God in causing us to face our own crookedness is for us to see that we are but beasts. 
There is nothing you can do to stop this “judgment.”  
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B. Observable evidence – “As one dies so dies the other” (vv. 19-21) 
 

The grave is a mystery we do not understand. There is an emptiness to what awaits us. There is 
a void that is dark and deep. Because of Jesus we can have the assurance of one who awaits with 
open arms to receive us. 
 

• “By the sweat of your face You will eat bread, Till you return to the ground, Because from it you were 
taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return” (Gen. 3:19). 
 

• “Remember now, that You have made me as clay; And would You turn me into dust again?” (Job 10:9). 
 
 

• “All flesh would perish together, And man would return to dust” (Job 34:15). 
 

• “You hide Your face, they are dismayed; You take away their spirit, they expire And return to their dust” 
(Ps. 104:29). 
 

• “Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others 
to disgrace and everlasting contempt” (Dan. 12:2). 

 
This text assures me that I will not outrun death. Everything apart from God tells me “I can.” 
The world, the flesh, and the devil tell me “I can have it all; I can and should be happy.” And it 
would call me to employ every resource at my disposal to achieve my desired end.  Friend, 
death awaits us all.  That “judgment” is coming to everyone. 
 
Yet how do we avoid such a dark and depressing outcome? It is interesting to me that he is 
quoting Genesis 3:19. This pronouncement is a result of the curse. It is not part of God’s original 
design as noted in Genesis 1:26-28. 
 

• 26 “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’ 27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He 
created him; male and female He created them. 28 God blessed them; and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and 
over every living thing that moves on the earth’” (Gen. 1:26-28). 

 
So although we, like all animated objects, will die. We are not the same. 
 
What is the conclusion the author offers? 
 
C. Continued refrain – “Be happy in your activity” (v. 22) 

 
“The word portion [lot – NASB] suggests that someone is the apportioner, and as we saw in the 
previous poem that is the inexplicable God.”2 The only way you and I can find rest in the face 
of such injustice and the inevitable sentence of death is to know that our lot, our portion has 
come from the hand of God, this is His “gift” to us. This “gift” is to be enjoyed and from His 
vantage point is beautiful. 
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This does not make any “human” sense, so what are we to do with this information? FEAR GOD 
AND KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS for only He knows what lies beyond the grave. 
 
III. Epilogue (4:1-3) 
 
It would appear that 3:22 is a fitting conclusion to verses 16-21, but wait there is more.  
 
“A post-credits scene is a short clip that appears after all or some of the closing credits have run. 
It is usually included for humor or to set up a possible sequel.”3 “Post-credits scenes are a 
recurring staple in the feature films of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, where a clip is shown 
during and/or after the ending credits. The clip usually foreshadows future films, resolves a 
plotline from the film, or provides comic relief.”4 
 
Just when you thought it couldn’t get any worse, bang, we have this incredibly dark statement 
made by the preacher.  
 

• 2 “So I congratulated the dead who are already dead more than the living who are still living. 3 But better 
off than both of them is the one who has never existed, who has never seen the evil activity that is done 
under the sun” (Eccl. 4:2, 3). 

 
Sometimes one’s anguish of soul causes them to wish they were never born. This is a sentiment 
found throughout the Bible. 
 

• 3 “If a man fathers a hundred children and lives many years, however many they be, but his soul is not 
satisfied with good things and he does not even have a proper burial, then I say, ‘Better the miscarriage 
than he, 4 for it comes in futility and goes into obscurity; and its name is covered in obscurity. 5 It never sees 
the sun and it never knows anything; it is better off than he. 6 Even if the other man lives a thousand years 
twice and does not enjoy good things--do not all go to one place?’” (Eccl. 6:3-6). 
 

• 10 “Because it did not shut the opening of my mother's womb, Or hide trouble from my eyes. 11  Why did I 
not die at birth, Come forth from the womb and expire? 12 Why did the knees receive me, And why the 
breasts, that I should suck? 13 For now I would have lain down and been quiet; I would have slept then, I 
would have been at rest, 14 With kings and with counselors of the earth, Who rebuilt ruins for themselves; 
15 Or with princes who had gold, Who were filling their houses with silver. 16 Or like a miscarriage which 
is discarded, I would not be, As infants that never saw light” (Job 3:10-16). 
 

• 28 “But Jesus turning to them said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, stop weeping for Me, but weep for yourselves 
and for your children. 29 For behold, the days are coming when they will say, “Blessed are the barren, and 
the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed”’” (Luke 23:28, 29). 

 
“It is often pointed out that similar thoughts are expressed in Jeremiah and Job, but in those 
passages there is an important difference. Job and Jeremiah speak from the impulses of deep 
emotion; thee acts of cursing the gift of life are explosions of bitterness felt in deep anguish. The 
Preacher, however, is speaking calmly and af4er deep thought; for him the issue is a general 
principle.  Death is no escape to a better world; that is evident from the last verse. Those who 
have never been born are better off than both the living and the dead.”5 
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Three points are made. 

• First, there is no comfort for either the oppressed or the oppressor (v. 1) 

• Second, for either, death is more welcoming than life (v. 2) 

• Finally, yet, non-existence is better than life and death (v. 3) 
 
The preacher is vexed by the injustice perpetrated under the sun. He grieves, and grief consumes 
him.  His conclusion, “non-existence is better than life and death.” This book is hard to lay hold 
of. Part of our problem is understanding the perspective of the author. Here is a perspective I 
would offer us as we hear what he says: 
 
When a person occupies the office of president they come with vigor and “black” hair. By the 
time their tenure is up, they are tired and gray. In ways we cannot process, they have shouldered 
the weight of the world. I am sure there were moments when they said, “It is better to be dead 
than alive and better yet to have never been born!” In the moment, it makes sense. 
 
King Solomon ruled with the weight of the world on his shoulders. Everyone looked to him for 
answers, to solve their problem, and to answer their questions. They came with problems and 
they wanted him to fix it. He knew, better than anyone, his inability to fix the broken, straighten 
the crooked, and fill the empty. In those moments of weight, he cries, “Better yet to have never 
been born.” Many of us have been pressed to the point where the weight was too much and we 
buckled under it. We wondered if non-existence outweighed the life and death cycle. In those 
moments, what are we to do? 
 
THE LIE 
You can fix your problem. 
You can fix their problem. 
You can have it all. 
 
IV. Jesus [Whew, thank God!] 
 

There is a longing expressed by Solomon that aches to be answered. The only proper reading of 
the Biblical Story is to read it Christo-centrically. What the preacher could not see, we can.  One 
thousand years later God answered the ache. JESUS died, was buried, and on the third day He 
rose again according to the Scripture. His resurrection guarantees mine.  
 
COMFORT 

“Then I looked again at all the acts of oppression which were being done under the sun. And behold I 
saw the tears of the oppressed and that they had no one to comfort them; and on the side of their 
oppressors was power, but they had no one to comfort them” (Eccl. 4:1). 

 
Eccl. 4:1 
Isaiah 40:1 
Isaiah 61:2 
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• 1 “’Comfort, O comfort My people,’ says your God. 2 ‘Speak kindly to Jerusalem; And call out to her, that 
her warfare has ended, That her iniquity has been removed, That she has received of the LORD'S hand 
Double for all her sins.’ 3 A voice is calling, ‘Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness; Make smooth 
in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Let every valley be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 
low; and let the rough ground become a plain, And the rugged terrain a broad valley; 5 Then the glory of 
the LORD will be revealed, And all flesh will see it together; For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’ 6 A 
voice says, ‘Call out.’ Then he answered, ‘What shall I call out?’ All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is 
like the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon 
it; Surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever” 
(Is. 40:1-8). 

 

• 1 “Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 
and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, 2 in the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 
word of God came to John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness. 3 And he came into all the district around 
the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins; 4 as it is written in the book of the 
words of Isaiah the prophet, ‘THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, 'MAKE READY THE 
WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT. 5 'EVERY RAVINE WILL BE FILLED, AND EVERY 
MOUNTAIN AND HILL WILL BE BROUGHT LOW; THE CROOKED WILL BECOME STRAIGHT, AND 
THE ROUGH ROADS SMOOTH; 6 AND ALL FLESH WILL SEE THE SALVATION OF GOD.’ 7 So he 
began saying to the crowds who were going out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers, who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruits in keeping with repentance, and do not begin to 
say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham for our father,' for I say to you that from these stones God is able to 
raise up children to Abraham. 9 Indeed the axe is already laid at the root of the trees; so every tree that does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’ 10 And the crowds were questioning him, saying, 
‘Then what shall we do?’” (Luke 3:1-10). 

 
The LXX uses parakalesai [think parakaleo]. It is the same word used in 2 Thess. 2:16, 17.  
 
From the principle of comfort to the person who is comfort. 
 
ADVOCATE 

• “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter [parakletos], that he may abide 
with you for ever” (John 14:16). 
 

• “But the Comforter [parakletos], which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you” 
(John 14:26). 

 

• “But when the Comforter [parakletos] is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the 
Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me” (John 15:26). 

 

• “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter [parakletos] will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you” (John 16:7). 

 

• “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an 
advocate [parakletos] with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). 

 
PARAKLETOS 
There is no occurrence of this word in the LXX [OT]. In the OT, God comforts. 
It is a NT word describing JESUS and the HOLY SPIRIT. In the NT, GOD IS THE COMFORT. 
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TRUTH 
God will straighten what is crooked (vv. 16, 17 [1:15a {Trust Him in the face of injustice; love 
others in the face of injustice}]) 
God will fill what is empty (vv. 18-22 [1:15b {Trust Him in the face of the unknown; love 
others in the face of the unknown}]) 
 
2 CHOICES 
“Only two choices on the shelf . . .  

. . . Trusting God or trusting self.” 
 
NOW WHAT? 
“This world continuously bombards us with this lie that we can have what we want if we just 
work hard enough, pay enough, and never give up.  
 
 [Such thinking] completely disregards the fact that we live in a fallen world and there is a 
sovereign God who ultimately controls it all.” 
 
Jesus is the fulfillment of this ancient promise. 
 
“If Christ rose from the dead, man’s joy takes on a different color. Instead of rejoicing merely to 
escape life, it now becomes possible to enjoy life itself because there is a meaningful destination 
at the end of it.”6 
 
Only Jesus can answer the question as to what lies beyond the grave. Only Jesus will set the 
record straight. We must learn to find contentment in our work by trusting God to set things 
right. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
People of faith embrace the pain and loss contained within the horizontal and offspring of the 
curse. Our “respite” exists in accepting God’s oversight. We express our confidence in His 
oversight by believing in Jesus and loving one another despite life’s crookedness and emptiness. 
 
There is only one who can straighten what is crooked and fill what is empty and His name is 
JESUS. 

1 J.A. Loader, Ecclesiastes: A Practical Commentary, 43. 
2 J.A. Loader, Ecclesiastes: A Practical Commentary, 45. 
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-credits_scene  
4 http://marvelcinematicuniverse.wikia.com/wiki/List_of_Post-credits_Scenes  
5 J.A. Loader, Ecclesiastes: A Practical Commentary, 48. 
6 J.A. Loader, Ecclesiastes: A Practical Commentary, 47. 

                                                 


