
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Saturday Night Devotional 
“Enjoyment is the Melody” 

Ecclesiastes 9:1-12 
 
III. The Melody / Mandate - Enjoy life (vv. 7-10 [Saturday Night]) 

 
“Historically, some Christians have equated true spirituality with a rejection of God’s good gifts. 
They think they are really spiritual because they shun things like food, wine, and sex. But we’ve 
seen just the opposite, that true spirituality enjoys God’s good gifts (always according to God’s 
prescribed ways). But for many of us, our mistake is not in rejecting God’s gifts but in 
worshipping them.”1 
 
Negative - SHUN GOD’S GOOD GIFTS 
 

20 “If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the 
world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, 21 "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!" 22 (which 
all refer to things destined to perish with use) --in accordance with the commandments and teachings of 
men? 23 These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-
abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence” (Col. 2:20-23). 

 
Negative - FIXATE ON GOD’S GOOD GIFTS 
 

13 Someone in the crowd said to Him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.’ 14 
But He said to him, ‘Man, who appointed Me a judge or arbitrator over you?’ 15 Then He said to them, 
‘Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does 
his life consist of his possessions.’ 16 And He told them a parable, saying, ‘The land of a rich man was very 
productive. 17 And he began reasoning to himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no place to store 
my crops?' 18 Then he said, 'This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and 
there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid 
up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry."' 20 But God said to him, 'You fool! This 
very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?' 21 So is the man 
who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God’” (Luke 12:13-21). 

 
Positive - ENJOY GOD’S GOOD GIFTS 
 

17 “Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty 
of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. 18 Instruct them to do good, to be 
rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 storing up for themselves the treasure of a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed” (1 Tim. 6:17-19). 

 
Enjoying one’s life does not mean, “Go and sin.” Enjoying one’s life is seeing creation and 
activity for what it is. This is all the work of God.  
 
Earlier, we noted the idea of “deeds” (v. 1) and then the thought that whatever you are doing 
stops with death (Vv. 5, 6). In light of those earthly, living actions, here is his counsel. “Qohelet 
encourages pleasure before Sheol claims its prize.”2 
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“Until now, Qohelet’s comments on enjoying life have taken the form of advice (2:24-26; 3:12, 
13, 22; 5:17-19; 8:15; 7:14). Now he switches to imperatives, conveying a greater sense of urgency 
issuing from Qohelet’s reflection on the power of death to extinguish powerful emotions.”3 
 

A. Enjoy your life 
 
1. Enjoy bread and drink wine with a glad heart (v. 7; cf. 7:13, 14). 

 
2. Wear white clothes and anoint your head with oil (v. 8) 

 
“The value of white clothes in a hot climate was widely known, and the frequent application of 
oils to combat the deleterious effect of dry heat on skin was widely practiced by those who could 
afford it.”4 
 
Of all people, Christians should live life to the fullest. The joy God desires for us to know and 
experience can be tasted in shadow form. Go hard after joy. Do not, however, stop in shadow. 
 

B. Enjoy your wife / spouse (v. 9) 
 
Learn to live with your wife according to knowledge. Work hard at enjoying your wife / spouse. 
 

C. Enjoy your strife (v. 10)  
 
In our “work” we are pushing and pulling against the curse. Work under the curse is hard, but 
do not allow the curse to rob you of work’s intrinsic merit. 
 
Why the appeal? Because . . .  
 

1. God gave it (vv. 7b, 9a). 
 

2. You earned it (vv. 7b, 9b). 
 

3. Death takes it (v. 10b) 
 
At an estate-planning seminar a participant asked the question, “How much of this am I going 
to leave?” The returned answer is, “All of it.” 
 
The death issue is addressed with two thoughts: it is unavoidable and unpredictable. Therefore, 
enjoy the life God gave you, you earned it and death will take it. A hard stop is coming. 
 
“Glynn Wolfe died alone in Los Angeles at the age of 88. No one came to claim his body; the city 
paid to have him buried in an unmarked grave. This is sad, but not unusual. It happens all too 
often in large cities where people tend to live disenfranchised lives. Glynn’s situation was 
unique, however, because he was no ordinary man. He held a world record. The Guinness Book 
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listed him as the Most Married Man, with 29 marriages to his credit. This means 29 times he was 
asked, “Do you take this woman to be your lawfully wedded wife…forsaking all others, do you 
pledge yourself only to her, so long as you both shall live?” Twenty-nine times Glynn Wolf said, 
“I do,” but it never quite worked out that way. He left behind several children, grand-children, 
great grand-children, a number of living ex-wives, and innumerable ex-in-laws—and still, he 
died alone. He spent his entire adult life looking for something he apparently never found—and 
he died alone. How different this man’s life and death would have been if he invested all his 
love and energy into one woman. There is an ancient quote from The Talmud—a commentary 
on Jewish law—that states, “A man should eat and drink beneath his means, clothe himself 
within his means, and honor his wife above his means.” This summarizes well the last three 
verses.”5 
 
The last two verses of this section could serve as a summary for the entire book of Ecclesiastes. 
First, time limits us. This is an echo of the teaching throughout Ecclesiastes that the seasons of 
our life are in the hand of God. This is a warrant for faith but also a death-blow for self-
confidence. Second, chance is the unexpected event which may throw the most accomplished 
off course, despite the most thoroughly prepared schemes. Time and chance overtakes 
humankind just like death itself. So have a blast while you last.6 
 
You play the board game Monopoly. You buy railroads and place hotels on Park Place and 
Boardwalk. You pass “Go” and collect $200. Everyone has fun. Then the game ends, and all the 
hotels, all the colorful tokens, and all the funny money go back into the box. Solomon, who held 
an empire much less plastic, would tell us that whether you build in plastic or gold it’s all the 
same. Build the temple, extend a dynasty, even write three God-inspired books—in the end, it 
all goes back in the box. Likewise, life is short. You and I are going to die. Stop and ask yourself, 
“What really matters? How do I want to be remembered? What do I want others to say about 
me?” And then make a commitment to have a blast while you last.7 
 

Shepherding the Sheep (What’s Next?) 
 
1. Are you enjoying your life? 

2. Are you enjoying your wife? 

3. Are you enjoying your strife? 

4. What actions steps might you take to joy in God’s gifting before it is too late? 

1 http://gcfonline.org/wp-content/uploads/sermons/Ecclesiastes_EnjoyYourLife.pdf  
2 James L. Crenshaw, Ecclesiastes, 159, 160. 
3 James L. Crenshaw, Ecclesiastes, 162. 
4 James L. Crenshaw, Ecclesiastes, 162. 
5 https://bible.org/seriespage/13-living-while-you-live-ecclesiastes-91-12; Preaching Today citation: Steve May, 
Sermonnotes.com.  
6 https://bible.org/seriespage/13-living-while-you-live-ecclesiastes-91-12#P906_321153  
7 https://bible.org/seriespage/13-living-while-you-live-ecclesiastes-91-12#P906_321153 

                                                           


