
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  August 13, 2017 
Title:  Living Full in an Empty World 
Text:  Ecclesiastes 11:1-10 
Theme: Embracing life leads to activity not despondency.  
 

Introduction:  
 

“To get the point of Ecclesiastes, we have to ignore the usual translations of several key words 
or phrases. The Hebrew hebel has been translated as ‘vanity’ (NASB, KJV, ESV, ASV) or 
‘meaningless’ (NIV, New Living Translation). The Message gets much closer by translating the 
word as ‘smoke.’ The word means ‘vapor’ (Proverbs 21:6) or ‘breath’ (Job 7:16; Psalm 39:5, 11; 
62:9, 94:11; 144:4; Isaiah 57:13). In describing human life as vapor or breath, Solomon emphasizes 
that life is brief and beyond our control. Life is vapor because the world goes on unchanged in 
spite of all our frantic activities (1:3-11); because things slip through our fingers when we try to 
grasp them and through our minds when we try to understand them; because nothing lasts, yet 
everything stays the same; because it ends in death (2:16), and we have no control over the future 
(2:18-19). 
Likewise, the phrase ‘striving after wind’ (1:14, 17; 2:11, 17, 26) is better translated as 
‘shepherding wind.’The image does not express vain pursuit, but the effort to control or corral 
an elusive world. After Solomon has constructed his pleasure garden (2:4-10), he realizes that 
however solid his works appear they are as evanescent as wind. Man cannot shepherd the wind, 
but Yahweh, who rides on the wings of the wind (Psalm 18:10; 104:3), is the one Shepherd of the 
windy world (Ecclesiastes 12:11).”1 
 
With all the preacher has said one might wish to crawl in a hole and pull the lid over. 
Nevertheless, the preacher states the opposite. Over analysis brings paralysis. He calls us to two 
primary ideas. A struggle I have is taking the context in which he speaks and determining God’s 
will in financial investments. There are two broad principles. Their application can be wide, but 
I would like us to limit their application to that of relationships with others and of service to 
others. 
 
“Ours may be the first generation in civilized times that has not raised its young on 
proverbs.  From the beginnings of recorded history in Egypt and Sumeria, concise sayings 
which describe the benefit of good conduct or the harm of bad have been used to teach children 
how to behave. 
From the islands of the sea to China, from the Bedouin of the Arabian peninsula to the Eskimos 
of Alaska, proverbs have been a standard way of summarizing life’s experiences.  (David 
Hubbard, Mastering the OT: Ecclesiastes, 223). Qohelet’s view throughout the book . . . is that life 
should be embraced for what it is, good and bad, and that people should give up the pursuit of 
‘profit’ from their toil, understanding that living life fully is its own reward.  (Iain Provan, The 
NIV Application Commentary: Ecclesiastes, 206)”2 
 
”There was once an elderly gentleman who loved playing golf. But he was almost eighty, and 
his vision was not very good anymore. He always had partners with him when he went out to 
play so they could watch his ball and tell him where it went. One day his buddies did not show 
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up. It was a beautiful day for golf, and as he waited at the clubhouse he got more and more 
upset that he wasn’t going to get to play his round. Another elderly man in the clubhouse saw 
him and asked, “What’s wrong?” The man explained his predicament: “I was really looking 
forward to playing golf today. But I don’t see very well anymore, so I need someone to watch 
the ball after I hit.” The second man was even older than he was, but he said, “That’s no problem. 
I’ll be glad to ride around with you. I’ve got 20/20 vision. I can see like a hawk. You just hit the 
ball, and I’ll watch it fly right down the fairway.” So they went out on the first tee, and the old 
man hit the ball right down the center. He turned to his spotter. “Did you see it?” The man 
replied, “I saw it all the way until it stopped rolling.” “Well, where did it go?” The older man 
paused for a moment and then said, “I forgot.”3 
 

This chapter is replete with creation words, “water, land, clouds, trees,” that lead into chapter 
12, “Remember your Creator.”4 
 

“In this unit Qohelet observes that an element of risk always resides in commercial and 
agricultural enterprises, but intelligent people venture nonetheless.”5 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 

“You don’t have to find God’s will, you just need to find God.”6  
 

“In this section the preacher is drawing to a close, and he brings out practical lessons very 
different from those which views of life like his have suggested to others. From the uncertainty 
of the results of human effort, he infers that we ought the more diligently to make trial of varied 
forms of exertion, in order that this or that may succeed. From the instability of human 
happiness, he draws the lesson that we ought to enjoy freely such happiness as life affords, yet 
with a temperate and chastened joy, and mindful of the account we shall have to render.”7 
 

“The book, as it draws nearer to its close, becomes more and more enigmatic, and each single 
verse is as a parable and dark saying. It is not to be wondered at, in such a case, that interpreters 
should, after their nature, read their own thoughts between the lines and so “find what they 
have sought.” This precept accordingly has been taken by some commentators (e.g. Grätz) as 
recommending an unrestrained licentiousness. By others it has been raised almost to the level 
of the counsel which bids us “do good, hoping for nothing again, even to the unthankful and 
the evil” (Matthew 5:44-46; Luke 6:32-35). The latter is, it need hardly be said, infinitely more in 
accordance with the context and with the conclusion to which the writer is drawing near.”8 
 

Outline: 
 
I. Do what is right and trust God for the outcome for YOU DO NOT KNOW (vv. 1-6) 

 

Ignorance of the Future Demands Diligence in the Present. 
 

“Man's duty and happiness are found in activity, especially in doing all the good in his power, 
for he knows not how soon he himself may stand in need of help. This is the first remedy for 
the perplexities of life. The wise man will not charge himself with results.”9 
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“The phrase you do not know is repeated throughout this section (11:2, 5-6). Human beings are 
ignorant of the future. This should motivate a person to invest their financial resources wisely 
(11:1-3) and to work diligently (11:4-6).”10 
 
In light of life’s uncertainty, the author makes two proposals. 
 

A. Live generously (vv. 1, 2) 
 

1 “Cast your bread on the surface of the waters, for you will find it after many days. 
2 Divide your portion to seven, or even to eight, for you do not know what misfortune may occur on the 
earth” (Eccl. 11:1, 2). 

 
There is no return where there is no investment. If you do not reach out to others, you will 
probably have no return on your investment. Do not complain about problems, but rather act to 
move the mission forward. 
 

B. Live decisively (vv. 3-6) 
 
Do not allow the uncertainties of life paralyze you into inactivity. “This proverb criticizes those 
who are overly cautious. The farmer who waits for the most opportune moment to plant when 
there is no wind to blow away the seed, and to reap when there is no rain to ruin a ripe harvest, 
will never do anything but sit around waiting for the right moment.”11 
 

3 “If the clouds are full, they pour out rain upon the earth; and whether a tree falls toward the south or 
toward the north, wherever the tree falls, there it lies. 
4 He who watches the wind will not sow and he who looks at the clouds will not reap. 
5 Just as you do not know the path of the wind and how bones are formed in the womb of the pregnant 
woman, so you do not know the activity of God who makes all things. 
6 Sow your seed in the morning and do not be idle in the evening, for you do not know whether morning 
or evening sowing will succeed, or whether both of them alike will be good” (Eccl. 11:3-6). 
 

“We are limited in our understanding of God and how the universe operates. Therefore continue 
with your daily activity.” 
 
Perhaps there are people you would like to know.  Reach out and connect with them. There is 
a risk involved, but you will have no gain without risk. 
 
Perhaps there are areas of service to others in which you would like to invest.  Do it and serve. 
There is no gain without risk. Learn to live generously and decisively. 
 
II. Enjoy the life you have and trust God for the outcome for ALL WILL BE JUDGED  

(vv. 7-10) 
 
“It cannot be denied, that this present life is in itself a great blessing, and desirable; but it is not 
perpetual nor satisfactory:”12 
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“The second remedy for the perplexities of the present life is cheerfulness - the spirit that 
enjoys the present, with a chastened regard to the future.”13 
 
My life has been filled by memorable moments. Two of my more dark moments are when my 
father passed when I was 14 years old. The second was when I was indirectly struck by lightning 
when I was 32 years old. For Kirsten and me, when I was struck and it appeared I was dying or 
dead, the life lived in those next few moments, hours, day, and weeks was valued and cherished. 
The potential separation caused us to value the life we did have and enjoyed. 
 
This text is like that, but it reminds us of the unpredictability of life and the certainty of death. 
In light of both, enjoy your life knowing one day you will stand before God. 
 
“The contrast between youthful vigor and incapacitating old age that eventuates in death is 
vividly portrayed in this section. The image of light characterizes youth, whereas darkness 
functions as an apt description of waning years.”14 
 
“In many respects this concluding poem is the most striking in the entire book. It consists of two 
parts: three times the first part issues a summons to go and enjoy life, each time followed by a 
negative element that puts a damper on the positive (ll:7-10).”15 
 
His presence is the proverbial “party pooper.” 
 
In light of life’s uncertainty, the author offers two thoughts. 
 

7 “The light is pleasant, and it is good for the eyes to see the sun. 
8 Indeed, if a man should live many years, let him rejoice in them all, and let him remember the days of 
darkness, for they will be many. Everything that is to come will be futility. 
9 Rejoice, young man, during your childhood, and let your heart be pleasant during the days of young 
manhood. And follow the impulses of your heart and the desires of your eyes. Yet know that God will 
bring you to judgment for all these things. 
10 So, remove grief and anger from your heart and put away pain from your body, because childhood and 
the prime of life are fleeting” (Eccl. 11:7-10). 

 
However, there are two primary ideas.  
 

A. Enjoy the life you have [Life Should Be Enjoyed Because Death is Inevitable]  
(vv. 7, 8). 

 
“The point is not that following one’s impulses and desires is inherently bad and will bring 
condemnation from God. Rather the point seems to be: As you follow your impulses and desires, 
realize that all you think and do will eventually be evaluated by God. So one must seek joy 
within the boundaries of God’s moral standards.”16 
 
“The word for “sweet” is that used of honey in Jdg 14:14; of the honeycomb in Proverbs 24:13. 
The pessimism of the thinker is passing away under the sunshine of the wiser plan of life in 
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which he al last finds guidance. Life may after all, rightly ordered, be pleasant and comely, not 
without the “sweetness and light” on which the modern preachers of wisdom lay stress.”17 
 

B. God will judge [Enjoy Life to the Fullest under the Fear of God] (vv. 9-10). 
 
“Now before we get too carried away, we will see why Solomon is not a guy most people would 
choose to have over for Sunday lunch. He moves from ‘Life is sweet’ to ‘I will ramble on about 
death for the rest of my time with you.’ In 11:8 he puts it like this: ‘Indeed, if a man should live 
many years, let him rejoice in them all, and let him remember the days of darkness, for they 
will be many. Everything that is to come will be futility.’”18 
 
“Actor John Wayne (1907–1979) once said, ‘Courage is being scared to death and saddling up 
anyway.’ So how will you step out in faith today? What will you do in an attempt to stop playing 
it safe? Will you take some risks for the kingdom of God?”19 
 
“The contrast between the Preacher’s enormous lack of security and the certainty of the New 

Testament is too striking to be ignored.  The certainty exhibited by Paul, for instance, is rooted 

in his conviction that the disasters of life have no influence on the glorious outcome of all things 

since nothing can separate the believer from the love of God (Rom. 8:31-39).  Because in 

Ecclesiastes there is no reference to the love of God but instead only to a huge chasm between 

God and man, it is no wonder there is no sense of security in the book.  The Preacher shows the 

Christian how utterly uncertain all things would have been had God not intervened in his Son.   

It would be wrong, however, to read Ecclesiastes solely from a New Testament perspective and 

with a pious sense of superiority.  The skepticism the Preacher expresses toward cocky self-

assurance also contains a wholesome element.  The assurance of faith that naturally 

predominates in the New Testament does not mean that we as believers can move through life 

with complete self-assurance and with the favorable outcome of every undertaking always in 

sight.  It is part of human responsibility to accept the challenge of new and distant horizons as 

we search for answers to the many questions and problems that confront and afflict us in 

numerous areas.   The New World would never have been discovered if seafarers had been 

unwilling to let the European coastline disappear from their field of vision.  The same thing 

applies to the world of thought and scholarship.  If no one had ever been prepared to cut 

himself loose from familiar territory and to venture into the unknown, the great discoveries and 

breakthroughs from which we all now profit would never have taken place.”20 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
“Jesus lived well – He loved people, risked rejection, attended weddings, laughed, gave 
generously, all while knowing death was coming. The applications are many: don’t overthink 
decisions, step out in faith, don’t wait for the perfect time to marry, have kids, buy that house, 
serve at church, etc. Trust that God is working in your life.”21 
 
1. Life is uncertain. 
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a. YOU DO NOT KNOW. 
b. YOU WILL BE JUDGED. 

2. Enjoy the life you have. 
3. Trust God for the outcome. 
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3 https://bible.org/seriespage/14-no-risks-no-rewards-ecclesiastes-111-6  
4 Donna Siegesmund, Simeon Trust Study Group on Eccl. 11:1-10.  
5 James L. Crenshaw, Ecclesiastes, 178.  
6 https://bible.org/seriespage/14-no-risks-no-rewards-ecclesiastes-111-6  
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8 Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges on Eccl. 11:1-10. 
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15 J.A. Loader, Ecclesiastes, 129.  
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