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Wisdom’s Response to Injustice 
Eccl. 8:1-17 

 

 Hearing God’s Song in the Preacher’s Story 

 

Theme:  God in Jesus reconciles the incongruity (v. 14) and answers the mystery (vv. 16, 17) that 

enables us to rest in the contemporary (v. 15). 

 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
“Again he has taken on a well-known theme in wisdom literature: the power of the king (cf. Prov. 
14:35; 16:13-15; 25:3), but already here it becomes plain that the author is displaying his customary 
pessimism.”1 
 
Outline: 
 
I. The Statement / Proposition (v. 1) 

 

II. The Scenario / Situation (vv. 2-13) 

 

A. The Wise and their relationship to authority (vv. 2-9) 

 

1. The Subject (v. 2) 

 

• Wise subjects obey their rulers (vv. 2-4) 

• Wise subjects live peaceful lives (vv. 5, 6) 

 

2. The King 

 

• God gives the king power (vv. 2, 3) 

• The power of the king is limited (v. 8) 

 

The following four examples show humanity just how powerless we are. 

 

• First, he cannot restrain the wind with the wind (v. 8). 

• Second, he has no authority over the day of death. 

• Third, he has no discharge in the time of war.  

• Finally, evil will not deliver those who practice it. 

 

What are our TAKE AWAYS? 

First, as citizens of this country obey the law/king. 

Second, as those who govern remember your authority is not limitless. 

 



Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to 

have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional 

and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

B. The Wicked and their judgment (vv. 10-13) 

 

Listen to evil’s description. 

• First, evil will not deliver those who practice it (v. 8). 

• Second, delayed punishment emboldens sinners (v. 11). 

• Third, postponed punishment does not mean dismissed punishment (v. 12). 

• Fourth, despite the delay in punishment, obedience is still better than disobedience (v. 12). 

• Fifth, judgment is inevitable for the transgressor (v. 13). 

 

III. The Solution / Resolution (vv. 14-17) 

 

A. The Problem / Tension (v. 14) 

B. The Invitation (v. 15) 

C. The Reason (vv. 16, 17) 

 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

• For the unbeliever – START FEARING GOD AND KEEPING HIS COMMANDMENTS. 

If you do not believe in Jesus to save you from sin and death, do not think that delayed 

justice is denied justice. If you do not believe in Jesus to save you from sin and death, do not 

think your horizontal “blessings” say God approves of your unbelief. 

• For the believer – KEEP FEARING GOD AND KEEPING HIS COMMANDMENTS. 

Do not allow the difficulties of life and its injustice derail you from believing in the 

faithfulness of God to keep His promises. 

 

• Life on the horizontal does not make sense and cannot be fully understood. We must “fear 

God and keep His commandments” so that we might “eat and drink” with contentment. 

 

• Whatever injustice one sees, God will straighten it all out in the end. 

 

• Do not allow the injustice on the horizontal derail you from fearing God and keeping His 

commandments. 

 

• We cannot allow the centrifugal force of life’s inconsistency and apparent unfairness to 

push us against the walls of unbelief. Let us continue gathering to hear that God is 

sovereign, Jesus is enough, and the Holy Spirit is here. 

1 J.A. Loader, Ecclesiastes, 95. 

                                                           


