
Continued on the other side… 

Pastor Patrick J. Griffiths ..................................................................................................... July 30, 2017 

Jesus is the Reality 
Eccl. 9:1-12 

 

 Hearing God’s Song in the Preacher’s Story 
 

Introduction: 
The death issue is addressed with two thoughts: it is unavoidable and unpredictable. Therefore, 
enjoy the life God gave you, you earned it and death will take it. A hard stop is coming.  Because 
of who God is and what God does His people can celebrate their life, their wife, and their strife. 
Only Jesus enables His people to face life’s uncertainty with God’s melody.  
 

Outline: 
 

I. The Unpredictability – Life (v. 1) 
 

II. The Certainty – Death / Everyone dies (vv. 1-6) 
 

A. Death is foreign to design (“In the Beginning”) 
B. Death is the great equalizer / impartial (vv. 2, 4 “One fate for all”) 
C. Death is an unavoidable end (v. 5 “The living know they will die”) 
D. Death brings finality to our earthly life (vv. 5, 6 “They will no longer have a share”) 
E. Death is unpredictable (vv. 11, 12 “Time and chance overtake them all”) 
F. Death is struggle (vv. 11, 12 “fish caught; birds trapped”). 

 
III. The Melody - Enjoy life (vv. 7-10) 

 

A. Enjoy your life 
1. Enjoy bread and drink wine with a glad heart (v. 7; cf. 7:13, 14). 
2. Wear white clothes and anoint your head with oil (v. 8) 

 

B. Enjoy your wife / spouse (v. 9) 
 

C. Enjoy your strife (v. 10)  
1. God gave it (vv. 7b, 9a). 
2. You earned it (vv. 7b, 9b). 
3. Death takes it (v. 10b) 

 

IV. The Reality – JESUS 
 

A. JESUS conquers death (1 Cor. 15) 
1. First, what did He do? 
2. Second, why does it matter? 
3. Third, what does it mean for us? 

B. JESUS gives life (John 10:10) 
1. First, what did He do? 
2. Second, why does it matter? 
3. Third, what does it mean for us? 



Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to 

have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional 

and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 
Shepherding the Sheep (What’s Next?) 
 
1. Are you right with God? 

a. Recognize that you are a sinner.   
b. Realize that God’s holiness demands payment for sin.   
c. Receive God’s forgiveness.  

 

2. How do you desire to be remembered and how are you preparing yourself and those 

you love for what is certain? 

3. Are you enjoying your life? 

4. Are you enjoying your wife? 

5. Are you enjoying your strife? 

6. What actions steps might you take to joy in God’s gifting before it is too late? 

 


