
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  It 

represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt to 

continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him at 

pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:    July 5, 2020 
Title: An Introduction to the Pentateuch 
Text: Misc. 
Theme:   God promises to provide a KING [SEED] who will 1) rescue [deliver] His people by 

2) destroying His enemies [BLOOD], and 3) restore them to the place of rest [LAND] 

4) so that they will be with Him [BLESSING] for their joy. 

 
The Pentateuch is a part of a single Story which has at its center Jesus.  
 
Introduction: 
 
The Bible tells a single Story and at the Center of this Story is JESUS.  
 
UNLESS AND UNTIL we understand the larger Story the Bible tells, we will not be able to 
properly know the pieces and to actually hear the voice of God. This is a BIG claim, but it is true 
claim. Any other approach is “fake” news. 
 
In many ways, it is a tapestry of various elements that come together to portray a single pattern 
or picture. This initial study introducing the Pentateuch and then the Book of Exodus is a string 
or element that enables the single story. 
 
So . . . what is this larger Story? We will begin defining the larger Story or BIG Story in the 
following manner. This is going to control how we approach the Scripture. We must “test” this. 
We are invited to “test” this. 
 
Read Luke 24:13-28 
Let us Pray 
 
I. THE BIG STORY 

 
First, God created so that we [the created] might know and experience the joy He has within 
Himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  And it is His presence that grants fullness of joy and 
pleasures forevermore (Ps. 16:11). We rejected His presence, thus rejecting His joy. 
 
“The overarching theme of the Bible is the story of God, the creator of heaven and earth, 
restoring men to peace with Him and each other. The foundation for understanding the various 
strands of Scripture and how they tie together is laid in its beginning pages and built into a 
marvelous theological framework from Genesis to Joshua. Central to this theme is God’s 
promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3, frequently referred to as the Abrahamic Covenant of 
Grace.”1 
 
“Biblical theology as an enterprise in exegesis attempts to understand the Bible as a unified and 
coherent whole, with a progressively unfolding plot that culminates in Jesus Christ.”2 
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“At the heart of the Bible is one overarching message: God saving his people through their 
promised Messiah.”3 
 
“When we're thinking about the whole message of the Bible, we should start with God. God is 
the central character in the Bible. I don't know if you know this, but the Bible is not ultimately 
about you—the Bible is about God. A God who created all things, a God who has eternally 
existed before creation, and who made all things for his glory. 
We need to think about the Bible as ultimately a book that points us to the God who made us, 
the God who invites us to worship him, the God who invites us to be satisfied in him alone. The 
unfolding message of the Bible is really a message about God's work to save his people for his 
glory. It's a message about God's character as a holy, righteous judge. It's about God's grace 
toward sinners who turn their back on him. But he continually cares for us, he's patient with us, 
he sent his son to save us.”4 
 
“The Bible declares its main message right at the dawn of human history: After God made all 
things “good,” everything went bad as a consequence of the evil that entered the world through 
human sin. In order for everything to be made right again, God designed a plan to rescue 
humanity and the broken world from sin’s corruptions. He told Satan, who first tempted 
humanity to sin: 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel. (Gen. 3:15) 

These emblematic words, sometimes called the “First Gospel,” are God’s inaugural 
announcement of the solution he will provide for humanity’s sinful predicament. They also 
establish the theme for the rest of Scripture. From this point forward, the great battle unfolds 
between the offspring of Satan (his evil forces) and the offspring of the woman (God’s appointed 
Redeemer), and the outcome of the conflict is certain: Satan will wound the Redeemer (“bruise 
his heel”), but the Redeemer will deal Satan a mortal blow (“he shall bruise your head”). God 
will graciously provide a divine deliverance from the human dilemma.”5 
 
The words and vocabulary Scripture use to image this idea are: LAND, SEED, and BLESSING 
as found in Genesis 12:2, 3 are rooted in Genesis 1:26 and then reiterated in Exodus 1:7. 
 

LAND 
[THE PLACE FOR THE ENCOUNTER] 

SEED 
[THE MEANS & OBJECT IN THE ENCOUNTER] 

BLESSING 
[THE CONSEQUENCE OF THE ENCOUNTER] 

 
“The ground of all these covenants is the Abrahamic, and for this reason the principles 
illustrated in its fulfillment and the content of its revelation constitute one of the important 
determining factors of all prophecy. It is safe to say that all systems of prophetic interpretation 
especially as regarding unfulfilled prophecy are determined in their main features by their 
attitude toward the Abrahamic covenant.”6 
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What Happened? SIN HAPPENED! With humanity’s rejection of God, mediation, and a 
Mediator, is now necessary to rescue them from sin, destroy the enemy, and restore them into 
His presence. Jesus is God’s response to our need. 
 
Second, Jesus is the divinely appointed and established means of restoring our relationship 
with God and into His presence so that we can know and experience His joy.  
 
Thus, the Unifying Message of the Bible is the following idea.  
 
God promises to provide a KING [SEED] who will 1) rescue [deliver] His people by 2) 
destroying His enemies [BLOOD], and 3) restore them to the place of rest [LAND] 4) so that they 
will be with Him [BLESSING] for their joy. 
 
The Bible promises and pictures this INDIVIDUAL and MEANS as Seed Promise (Gen. 3:15) 
and Blood Picture (Gen. 3:21). The entire Storyline of the Bible tells this single Story. 
 
This promise is traceable in two ideas: A Seed Promise (Gen. 3:15) and A Blood Picture (Gen. 
3:21). The only hope we have in this life and in the life to come is in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ. That statement can appear toothless and without bite, but it is the only anchor that keeps 
us from drifting into the oceans of allusion and battered by self-help mania. 
 
Now, let us consider the literature containing this Story. 
 
A. The BIBLE 

 
Knowing the BIG STORY enables us to understand the two broad categories of the Bible and 
all of the subsections of the Bible. We know the BIG STORY because we have an authoritative 
written record.  
 
This authoritative written record is contained exclusively and uniquely in our Bible. 

 Buddhist | The Sutras 

 Hindu | The Vedas 

 Islam | The Quran and Hadith 

 Jewish | The Tanach, Mishnah, Talmud and Midrash 
 

1. The collection of books we call the New Testament was received as canonical in the 
4th century AD.  

2. The collection of books we call the Old Testament was received long before the 
coming of Christ.  

3. 66 individual Books 
4. Written over 1500 years 
5. By 40 different authors 
6. In two primary languages [Hebrew and Greek] 
7. From @1450BC to @90AD 
8. Under two broad categories [First Testament and New Testament]. 
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Two testaments, the old and the new, and in the old there are five sections in our protestant 
bibles. In the Hebrew Scripture there are three sections: the Torah, the Nevim, and the Kethuvim. 
 
The idea of testament is that of a covenant and the covenant runs from Genesis through Malachi 
culminating in Jesus. Let us consider the idea of covenant in the Bible. 
 

B. The Testaments | Covenants 
 

The idea of a testament is that of a covenant. A covenant is a contract. It is an agreement 
between two parties.  
 
Types of COVENANTS 
1. Covenant Among Equals [i.e. Marriage] 
2. Royal Gift Covenant [i.e. Seed Promise – unconditional; God fulfills] 
3. Vassal Treaty [i.e. Mosaic Covenant – conditional; stipulations and obedience] 
 
The Mosaic Covenant as found in the Book of Exodus is a VASSAL TREATY. Everything else is 
a ROYAL GIFT COVENANT. The Royal Gift Covenants are all expanding on and clarifying the 
SEED PROMISE and BLOOD PICTURE. They are all shaped around the LAND, SEED, 
PROMISE vocabulary. 
 
“The initial covenant between God and Abraham follows the form of the suzerain covenant; 
what is significant is that Israel has no duties to uphold; the covenant is not conditional. Future 
covenants between Israel and God would be conditional. This is clearly expressed in 
Deuteronomy 11:13-21, recited twice-daily as part of the foundational prayer, the Shema. This 
passage declares that as long as Israel is faithful to God it will be blessed with ample crops but 
should it follow other gods the land will not support it. The cost of not following this covenant 
is hard.”7 
 
“Weinfeld argues that there are two forms of covenants to have occurred throughout the 
Hebrew Bible: 1.) the obligatory type & 2.) the promissory type. These translate to a ‘political 
treaty’ as evidenced by the Hittite Empire, and a ‘royal grant' as shown through the covenants 
tied to Abraham and David. A treaty entails a promise to the master by the vassal and ultimately 
protects the rights of the master. This consequently works in a manner that promotes future 
loyalty of the vassal since the suzerain had previously done favors for them. A grant on the other 
hand pertains to an obligation from the master to his servant thus ensuring protection of the 
servant's rights.8 
 
“Historical studies of ancient documents strongly suggest that the Mosaic Covenant, as recorded 
in the bible, takes the form of a suzerainty or vassal treaty.”9 
 
Covenants are the backbone of the biblical story.” “The New Covenant is the climax of all of 
God’s covenants.”10   
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The contract is binding and in the case of the Bible, such covenants are unconditional [Royal 
GIFT Covenant]. God fulfills the covenant regardless of the recipients’ faithfulness.  
 
Our Bibles are divinely sourced through human instrumentation. There are two testaments with 
66 books making up a single Story with one Savior. When we look at all of the moving parts, we 
need to step back and once more look at the whole. 
 

C. The Biblical Timeline 
 

 From Abraham to the Law is 500 years. 

 From the Law to King David is 500 years. 

 From King David to the Post-Exilic period is 500 years. 

 And from the Post-Exilic period to Jesus is 500 years. 
 
Now, let us begin to narrow our study even more by considering the PENTATEUCH. 
 
II. THE PENTATEUCH 

 
A. It’s Content 

 
The term “Pentateuch” comes from the Greek meaning “five volume” (book). The Jews called it 
“Torah” (instruction) which is often rendered in English by “Law.”  
 
Although each book is a unit, together they form a larger unit and unity. These five books form 
a backbone for the rest of the Old Testament and New Testament theologically. 
 
We often think the Law is the instructional section of the Pentateuch, but for a Jew the entire 
five-volume work is instruction that provides guidance. 
 
“So, what is its purpose? As in any literature work of art, the opening scene is the key to 
understanding the rest of the story. The first scene of the Pentateuch is Creation and the Garden 
of Eden. In this scene, we are presented with the two central figures of the Pentateuch – God 
and man. Adam is the prototype of us all, of humanity. In the Garden of Eden, we are exposed 
to the ideal vision of God for Adam and for humanity: Man’s authority to rule over Creation. 
Co-existence between human-beings, and a direct relationship between human-beings and God. 
But the story goes downhill very quickly… Adam and Eve fail in their task, and instead of 
having authority over God’s Creation, the character of the snake, representing the inciter and 
seducer, is the one who leads them to rebel against the Creator. As a result, sin entered the world. 
God punished Adam and Eve and cursed them; the direct relationship between them and God, 
between human-beings themselves, and between man and Creation.”11 
 
Genesis: "origin"  
Genesis will establish the Storyline that unfolds in the narrative. 
Exodus: "going out"  
Preservation of His Promise. Deliverance from sin and death. 
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Leviticus: "relating to the Levites” 
The giving of the “Law.” 
Numbers: “numbering of the Israelites” 
Rebellion and 40 years of wandering. 
Deuteronomy: “second law” 
A repeating of the Law for a new generation. 
 

B. It’s Timeline 
 
Genesis: from the Garden to Egypt 
Exodus: Egypt to Mount Sinai 
Leviticus: Mount Sinai 
Numbers: The Wilderness Wanderings 
Deuteronomy: The East Bank of the Jordan River 
 
It is important to see the movement within the Pentateuch from Genesis to Deuteronomy. 
 
It is important to see the movement from the Pentateuch to the Historical Books through the 
Wisdom Literature and to the Prophets. 
 

 “What’s Up?” – The Pentateuch 

 The Faithfulness of God - Historical Books Pt. 1 – Claiming the Land [Joshua and Judges] 

 The Faithfulness of God - Historical Books Pt. 2 - Kingdom Books – the rise and fall of the 
Monarchy [Ruth – 2 Chronicles] 

 “Wise Guys” – Kings David and Solomon – Wisdom Literature 

 “I Told You So” - The Prophets 
o Before the Exile 
o During the Exile 
o After the Exile 

 
Now, let us narrow our study even more by focusing just on the Book of Exodus. 
 
III. WHY EXODUS 
 

A. First, because of its ONE-STORY-OLOGY. 
 

“Theme 

The overarching theme of Exodus is the fulfillment of God’s promises to the patriarchs. The 
success of the exodus must be credited to the power and purpose of God, who remembers his 
promises, punishes sin, and forgives the repentant. The book highlights Moses’ faithfulness and 
prayerfulness. 
Key Themes 

1. Covenant promises. The events and instructions in Exodus are described as the Lord 
remembering his covenant promises to Abraham (2:24; 3:6, 14–17; 6:2–8). The promises 
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extend to both Abraham’s descendants and all the nations of the world (Gen. 12:1–3). 
They include land (which Israel will inhabit), numerous offspring (which will secure their 
ongoing identity), and blessing (God cares for them and other nations). The fulfillment 
of these promises is rooted in Israel’s covenant relationship with the Lord (Gen. 17:7–8). 

2. Covenant mediator. Moses mediates between the Lord and his people. Through Moses the 
Lord reveals his purposes to Israel and sustains the covenant relationship. 

3. Covenant presence. God’s presence with his people is highlighted throughout the book of 
Exodus.”12 
 

B. Second, because of its THEOLOGY PROPER. 
 

 The Name of God 

 The Work of God 

 His Faithfulness to His Word 

 His Saving of His People 

 His Destruction of His Enemies 
 
“Exodus pivots on the promises of God. Even when Exodus begins, with Israel sojourning in 
Egypt, God is fulfilling his promises (1:1–7). His people have been fruitful and multiplied; he 
has made Abraham into a great nation. And the rest of Exodus is a great ringing record of God 
keeping promise after promise (e.g., 2:23–25; 3:7–10; 3:12; 6:4; 12:40–41; 13:19).”13  
 

C. Third, because of its HAMARTIOLOGY [doctrine of sin] 
You Can’t, in your justification or in your sanctification. 

 
“The particularism of the Mosaic Covenant would seem to eliminate the church from direct 
subjugation to its stipulations. “Quite clearly the national element is lacking in the concept of 
the church in the New Testament.”62 The Law of Moses had a fivefold purpose: (1) to reveal 
man’s sinfulness (Rom 3:19-20); (2) to reveal the hideous nature of sin (Rom 7:8-13); (3) to reveal 
the holiness of God; (4) to restrain sin so that the sinner might come to Christ (Gal 3:24); and (5) 
to restrain wrong doing in order to protect the integrity of the moral, social, and religious.”14 
 

D. Fourth, because of its SOTERIOLOGY [doctrine of salvation]. 
 
“The exodus is the definitive paradigm of redemption in the whole Old Testament. Later 
events—like the entry into and conquest of the land—recapitulate it. The Psalms celebrate and 
reflect on it. The prophets predict a new exodus patterned after it (e.g., Isa 40:1–11). Crucial New 
Testament terms like “redemption” derive from the Exodus, when God rescued his people at 
the precisely calculated cost of one lamb per household (Exod. 12:1–13).”15  
 
God’s entire plan of salvation is exodus-shaped. The whole of Scripture is exodus-shaped. 
 

E. Fifth, Because of its TYPOLOGY | SHADOW  
[Moses, Israel, Passover, Exodus, Plague, etc.] in the Pentateuch 
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THE PERFECT - There is a Prophet [revelation], a Priest [mediation], and a King [exaltation] 
that is the SEED PROMISE. 
 
This idea is another layer as to who Jesus is and what He does. However, we will simply note 
that in Jesus all of the shadows find their final and fullest fulfillment. Let us come back to the 
idea of SEED. 
 
THE IMPERFECT - Moses is a shadow of the perfect. What we see in him, we will see in Christ. 
 
Now, let us wrap up this part of our introduction to the PENTATEUCH. 
 
IV. The Gospel 
 

“In one sense, the beginning of the Bible functions as an introductory textbook to the family of 
Father Abraham. The Pentateuch, along with Joshua, declare that the omnipotent, merciful, and 
loving God, the Creator of the heavens and the earth, is living and active in the affairs of men 
everywhere, and that He keeps his promises. The Plan of God to redeem and restore mankind, 
through the ministry and example of the chosen and adopted family of Abraham, is revealed in 
history and accomplished in the fullness of time. The Lord has performed his vow to Abraham 
by delivering him a land to possess, a seed to father, and a blessing to bestow.”16  
 

“But for the Christian, the entirety of Scripture teaches that the promises entailed within the 
Abrahamic Covenant of Grace come to fruition in a true and final and consummate sense 
through the God-Man Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul shows that all of God’s promises are in 
the final analysis fulfilled in Christ. “For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him 
Amen” (II Corinthians 1:20). It is true that God promised and delivered the land of Canaan into 
the hands of Abraham’s seed, but Christians today look toward heaven as their true homeland. 
By faith he [Abraham] dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents 
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; for he waited for the city which 
has foundations, whose builder and maker is God...These all died in faith, not having received 
the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed 
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For those who say such things declare plainly 
that they seek a homeland. And truly if they had called to mind that country from which they 
had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. But now they desire a better, that is, 
a heavenly country (Hebrews 11:9-10,13-16). Christ has become the believer’s final dwelling 
place, the true garden of paradise, for today he lives in heaven to prepare a place for the faithful 
to eternally live and reign with Him in His kingdom. It is true that the Lord promised and gave 
a son to Abraham through his old and barren wife Sarah. It was through Isaac that God 
transformed a single man into a great nation. But ultimately neither Isaac nor the Israelites were 
the seed of promise. The Apostle Paul reveals the deeper eschatological meaning of Abraham’s 
promised seed: Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, ‘And 
to seeds,’ as of many, but as of one, ‘And to your Seed,’ who is Christ...And if you are Christ’s, 
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise (Galatians 3:16,29). Jesus is the 
True Descendant and True Seed promised to Abraham. All those who belong to Christ are heirs 
of the covenant promises made to Abraham. They are full members of that great nation of 
Abraham through Christ.”17  
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THE POINT 

What we will see in Exodus is how JESUS is the guarantee that God is faithful to His promise 
AND will complete His design and desire for you and me. 
 
NOW WHAT? 

 Well, prepare to see how the Bible does tell a single, unified Story and at the center of this 
Story is Jesus. You and I need to learn our Bibles so we can learn the mind of God. It does 
have parts AND they do all fit together. 

 Prepare to increase in your understanding of who God is, what God has done, and who 
you are without Him and who you are with Him. Our take away from Exodus must be 
“You can’t, but God can, and Jesus will.” 

 Finally, we need to make the study of Scripture both a personal and corporate quest. Let 
us use the Scripture as part of God’s means of growing in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Next week we will begin our formal introduction to the Book of Exodus. 
 
Let us Pray. 
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