
 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  It 

represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt to 

continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him at 

pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 

 

Date:  February 23, 2020 
 

Sermon Title: “Keep It Clean, Stay that Course, Love the Community” 
  
Sermon Series: Galatians 
 
Text:  Galatians 5:1-15 
 
Author:  Patrick J. Griffiths ©2020 
 
 

 



 

 

2 

Date: February 23, 2020 

Title: “Keep It Clean, Stay that Course, Love the Community” 

Text: Galatians 5:1-15 

 

Emphasis | Theme:  
Our passage (Gal. 5:1-15) calls us to protect the gospel from contaminates (Gal. 5:2-6), persevere in the gospel 

despite opposition (vv. 7-12), and proclaim the gospel through service (vv. 13-15). 

 

Our passage teaches us that there is some kind of interdependent, symbiotic, or synergetic 

relationship between keeping the gospel clean (vv. 2-6), staying that course (vv. 7-12), and loving 

the community (vv. 13-15). Each one is supported by the other and is compromised in their 

absence.  

 

Although all visuals are problematic, this interplay between these three ideas are necessary for 

the integrity of the gospel. We cannot emphasize one and ignore the others. Each one works 

together for the greater good and the glory of God. We have a tendency to separate them in 

examination, but we must keep them together for the integrity of the gospel at the local church 

level. Moreover, these elements are always under assault. The Devil knows that if you can 

compromise any of the three, the whole begins to fail.  Knowing we are always in a gospel storm 

enables us to be ready and to act accordingly.  
 

Introduction: 
“In 2017, there were 16 separate billion-dollar or more climate events – including hurricanes 
Maria, Harvey, and Irma – and damage for the year exceeded $300 billion.  Extreme weather 

events often result in long-lasting, if not permanent, economic effects on areas impacted. The 
cost of an average hurricane is $21.6 billion. Hurricane Katrina is by far the costliest and most 
devastating storm in U.S. history. While casualties from hurricanes since 1900 have numbered 
from a handful of fatalities to deaths in the low hundreds, Katrina resulted in 1,833 deaths. 
Damage from the storm is estimated at $160 billion, shattering 2017’s second place Harvey, 
which caused $125 billion in damage.”1 
 

 Historical Context:  
 

Let us put our study into its historical context as found in the Book of Acts. Paul begins his 

formal missionary activity in Acts 13 and 14. After his church planting work in the region of 

Galatia, he receives a report and writes the Letter. Let us listen in and see if we can’t hear the 

winds of this “Judaizing Hurricane” as it hits the churches of Galatia in Acts 13 and 14.  
 

After writing the Letter to the Galatians, he confronts it again and heads to Jerusalem to meet 

with Peter, James, and John. Now let us see if we can’t hear the intensity of the storm as it plays 

out at the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15. 

 

What is the problem? The false teachers were teaching that Jesus is necessary, but not enough. 

They wanted to add what they do to what Jesus did. This problem does not go away.  
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From the historical context of Acts 13:36-52; 15:1-10 we know a Judaizing Hurricane is 

devastating the church. In the aftermath of such devastation, we often see two types of 

responses. This is what we read of in Galatians 5:13-15. First, there is self-sacrificing and heroic 

help, and second, there is also self-centered and abusive consumption. These same responses 

are seen at Galatia. Paul begins the process of cleaning up the mess and addressing the problems 

by offering words of caution [don’t do this – don’t add to, don’t quit, and don’t bite] and of 

conduct [do this – keep it clean, stay the course, and love the community].  

 

The damage done in the church by this Judaizing Hurricane is second to none. This false 
teaching created a very unhealthy atmosphere and poisoned many relationships within the 
home and church. People were hurt and were beginning to implode with pain, pride, guilt, 
shame, and frustration. 
 
Paul begins to clean up the damage done by the Judaizers in the local church and within the 
families of the church. His purpose is two-fold. First, to warn them against the storm. And second, 
to help them recover from the storm. Some will recover and others will not. 
 
THE STRUCTURE: 

 

Paul begins by reminding them of what is true; Jesus has set you free. 

 

I. First, Paul’s Premise – Jesus has set us free (vv. 1, 13; Cf. 2:4 [the language is the same]) 

 

We are correct in asking, “What does Jesus free us from and for?” Jesus frees us . . .  

 

FROM [-] 

From this present evil age (1:4) 

From the curse of the Law (2:19, 20; 3:13 [i.e. condemnation]) 

From imprisonment; enslavement (2:4; 3:22, 23; 4:1, 3, 8, 9; 5:1) 

From a guardian; of being under age (3:24; 4:2) 

 

FOR [+] 

For Christ lives in me (2:20 [through baptism, He has been placed on us 3:27]) 

For righteousness / justification (2:16, 21; 3:6, 8, 21, 24) 

For Receiving of the Spirit (3:2, 14; 4:6, 7) 

For Sonship (3:6-9, 26; 4:5 [Abba v. 6]) 

For redemption (4:5) 

For Heirs / Inheritance (3:18, 29) 

For a child of promise (4:28) 

 

This is what Paul is calling us to stand firm in. 
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Paul says we were called into this freedom. This word called in 5:13 occurs four other times in 

Galatians (Read this - 1:6 [called into the grace of God], 15 [called by the grace of God]; 5:8; and 

here). God is very intentional in this calling. He called you into something that is very specific. 

After reminding them of what is true, he addresses the riches of the gospel as seen in this 

interrelated dynamic between keeping it clean, staying that course, and loving the community. 

 

Let us begin by noting the first element within this interdependent gospel relationship.  

 

II. PROTECT THE GOSPEL FROM CONTAMINATES (Gal. 5:2-6), persevere in the gospel despite 

opposition (vv. 7-12), and proclaim the gospel through service (vv. 13-15).  
A. The call – keep it clean; Jesus is enough. 

 

The gospel, like a yoke, carries the life of God in it. The gospel and Jesus are synonymous. You 

cannot tamper with the gospel without destroying the life infusing power of the gospel. 

 

B. The threat – do not add to it (5:2a, 3a [Cf. ‘cast out’ 4:30]) 

 

As we will see in our next section, Peter’s failure in Galatians 2:11-14 adversely affected the 

gospel. When he drew back (2:11), others began acting hypocritically (2:13). 

 

When Peter added to the gospel he was out of step with the truth (2:14). When we keep it clean, 

we are in step with the Holy Spirit (5:25). 

 

C. The warning – Christ will be of no advantage (5:2b) 

 

(Cf. 1:7 “distort the gospel”; 2:21 ‘nullify the grace of God’; 3:10 ‘under a curse’; 4:11 ‘labored in 

vain’; 5:3 ‘obligated to keep the whole Law’ = condemnation; 5:4 ‘severed from Christ, fallen 

from grace’)  

 

Now let us see the second element within this interdependent gospel relationship.  

 

III. Protect the gospel from contaminates (Gal. 5:2-6), PERSEVERE IN THE GOSPEL DESPITE 

OPPOSITION (VV. 7-12), and proclaim the gospel through service (vv. 13-15).  
A. The call – stay that course 

B. The threat – do not quit (5:7) 

C. The warning – a little leaven will leaven the entire lump (v. 9) 

 

Paul’s perplexity over their capitulation is seen throughout. 

(Cf. 1:6 “I am astonished” “How can you turn back” 4:9; “I am afraid” Gal. 4:11) 
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Notice how this Judaizing Hurricane is described. 

‘Trouble you’ (1:7; 5:10) 

‘Bewitched you’ (3:1) 

‘bring us into slavery’ (2:4; 5:1) 

‘They want to shut you out’ (4:17) 

‘who hindered you from obeying the truth’ (5:7) 

“to make a good showing in the flesh” (6:12) 

 

Paul’s warning is “don’t submit to the storm; resist the assault; don’t cave in; stay the course.” 
 

Finally, let us consider the third element within this interdependent gospel relationship.  
 

IV. Protect the gospel from contaminates (Gal. 5:2-6), persevere in the gospel despite opposition 

(vv. 7-12), and PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL THROUGH SERVICE (VV. 13-15 [Cf. ‘faith working 

through love’ 5:6]) 
 

A. The call – love the community 
 

Remember those two responses in the middle of devastation? First, there is self-sacrificing and 

heroic help and second, there is also self-centered and abusive consumption. These same 

responses are seen at Galatia. 
 

Paul bookends his primary idea within this short paragraph with two negatives. We will come 

back to Paul’s primary idea, but first the negatives. 

 

B. The threat – using your freedom to indulge the sinful nature (v. 13a [there is this 
similar idea in 5:26]). 

 

In the midst of this theological storm, passions are running amuck and people are leveraging 

the storm to their advantage and to the demise of their family members. Paul says ‘stop.’ Rather 

than use and abuse others, love one another by serving one another. 

 

C. The warning – you will be consumed (v. 15 [“do not bite and destroy “Two 

common and old verbs often used together of wild animals, or like cats and 

dogs.”]) 
 

Now, let us return to Paul’s primary thought - The call – love the community (“Serve one another 

in Love” vv. 13b, 14). Remember 1:6 and 15, “into the grace of God?” 

 

1. Grace through love serves one another (v.13b) 
 

The Greek word for “one another” occurs in 94 New Testament references. It is a common idea 

of how we are to live out the gospel within the local church. It occurs in 5 references in Galatians 

(5:13, 15, 17, 26; 6:2). 



 

6 

 

Paul is not referring to the body at large, but to those within your family of faith. Paul says that 

we are to be serving one another. It begins in our family and then to the church and finally to 

our community. Notice 6:10 and this progression. 

 

Paul says when we do this, we are fulfilling the Law. The Gospel does something through us 

that we could not do by trying to keep the Law.  The Law said “do this,” but we couldn’t do it. 

The gospel does what the Law could not do. Notice how Paul says this. 

 

2. Grace through love fulfills the Law (v. 14). 

 

Think about this: For these Judaizers, it was all about the letter of the Law. Yet, what 

circumcision and the dietary rules could not do, JESUS DID! 

 

What the law legislated, the gospel activated; LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR. This is a common 

thread throughout the New Testament. This is the gospel fruit produced by the JESUS SEED. 

Listen to the occurrence of this idea in the New Testament.  

 
 31 “The second is this, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' There is no other 

commandment greater than these. . . 33 ‘AND TO LOVE HIM WITH ALL THE HEART AND WITH ALL 

THE UNDERSTANDING AND WITH ALL THE STRENGTH, AND TO LOVE ONE'S NEIGHBOR AS 

HIMSELF’, is much more than all burnt offerings and sacrifices” (Mark 12:31, 33). 

 

 “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. 

10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law” (Rom. 13:8). 

 

 “If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 

NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF,’ you are doing well” (James 2:8). 

 

 1 “Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of 

gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, 

and thereby fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:1, 2). 

 

The Holy Spirit causes this love received by us to work in us and then through us to those around 

us. This is what the gospel looks like in real time. 

 

Here is what the Holy Spirit says to us today. We are protecting the gospel from contaminates 

when we are proclaiming the gospel through service. 

 

What follows in the remainder of this letter (5:16ff) is what this gospel-driven love looks like in 

the church. 
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Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

 

[Come back to the egg.] 

 

1. Protect the gospel from contaminates; Keep it clean [don’t add to it] 

2. Persevere in the gospel through obstacles; Stay that course [don’t quit] 

3. Proclaim the gospel through service; Love the community [don’t bite] 

 

[Where are we struggling; where are we strong?] 

Remember, each one of these elements is supported by the other two. In the absence of any, it 

all implodes. 

 

Paul’s primary audience is the local church. But the church is made up of families and this 

Judaizing Hurricane has impacted husbands and wives, parents and children, siblings and 

neighbors, employees and employers. The Law always adversely impacts relationships. 

Whereas the gospel always favorably changes relationships. 

 

Paul addresses them all and calls them all back to the gospel. Right now where is there tension 

because of the Law and how might we find resolution because of the gospel?  

 

Let us pause for just a moment and thank God for the gospel and then ask Him to make application 

in our life and in the life of this church family. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Let me leave you with this. 

First, who can you serve? Who can you love? 

Second, where can you serve? Where can you love? 

 

Only you can answer that for yourself. This is always between you and God. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 

1 https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2018/09/12/most-destructive-hurricanes-of-all-time/36697269/  

                                                           


