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“Keep it Clean, Stay that Course, and Love the Community” 

Galatians 5:1-15 

Emphasis | Theme:  

Our passage teaches us that there is a symbiotic relationship between keeping the gospel clean 

(vv. 2-6), staying that course (vv. 7-12), and loving the community (vv. 13-15). Each one is 

supported by the other and collapses in their absence. From the historical context of Acts 13:36-

52; 15:1-10 we know a Judaizing Hurricane is devastating the church. In the aftermath of such 

devastation, we often see two types of responses. First, there is self-sacrificing and heroic help 

and second, there is also self-centered and abusive consumption. These same responses are seen 

at Galatia. Paul begins the process of cleaning up the mess and addressing the problems by 

offering words of caution [don’t do this – don’t add to, don’t quit, and don’t bite] and of conduct 

[do this – keep it clean, stay the course, and love the community]. Paul calls them all back to the 

gospel. Right now where is there this tension because of the Law and how might we find resolution 

because of the gospel?  

 

THE STRUCTURE: 
 

Paul begins by reminding them of what is true: Jesus has set you free. 

 

I. First, Paul’s Premise – Jesus has set us free (vv. 1, 13; Cf. 2:4 [the language is the same]) 

 

II. Freedom and Sufficiency (vv. 2-6) 

A. The call – keep it clean; Jesus is enough. 

B. The threat – do not add to it (5:2a, 3a [Cf. ‘cast out’ 4:30]) 

C. The warning – Christ will be of no advantage (5:2b) 

 

III. Freedom and Persistency (vv. 7-12) 

A. The call – stay that course 

B. The threat – do not quit (5:7) 

C. The warning – a little leaven will leaven the entire lump (v. 9) 

 

IV. Freedom and Charity (vv. 13-15 [Cf. ‘faith working through love’ 5:6]) 

A. The call – love the community 

1. Grace through love serves one another (v.13b) 

2. Grace through love fulfills the Law (v. 14). 

B. The threat – using your freedom to indulge the sinful nature (v. 13a [there is this 
similar idea in 5:26]). 

C. The warning – you will be consumed (v. 15 [“do not bite and destroy “Two 

common and old verbs often used together of wild animals, or like cats and 

dogs.”]) 



 

 

 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Keep it clean 

2. Stay that course 

3. Love the community 

Let us pause for just a moment and thank God for the gospel and then ask Him to make application 

in our life and in the life of this church family. 

 

Only you can answer what that is for yourself. This is always between you and God. 


