
 

 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  December 28, 2014 
Title:  “Now It Came About” 
Text:  Genesis 6-10 
Theme: God is faithful to preserve the woman’s Seed 
 
Introduction:  
 
“Top Ten Reasons Noah’s Flood is Mythology - And the Number One reason the Flood is 

mythology is: It didn’t work! We’re told that the purpose of the ghastly planet-killing exercise 

is that mankind was wicked. That’s the reason everything was cruelly destroyed — except for 

Noah, his righteous family, and their chosen menagerie. Okay, fine, but there’s one little detail 

— the whole business was a colossal futility! There is still wickedness in the world, which means 

the planetary slaughter was not only cruel beyond imagining, it was also stupid. But even a 

creationist would agree that such behavior is incompatible with the nature of God, so the only 

rational conclusion is that the Flood is a childish myth.”1 

 
“The world knows little about the Bible, but few are unaware of Noah’s ark. There are jokes 
about it, pictures of it, movies about the search for the ark, even ceramic representations of it. A 
knowledge of the flood is almost universal, even apart from the biblical account of the book of 
Genesis.”2  
 
“Today’s news is often filled with terrible disasters which kill hundreds or even thousands of 
people. But, can you imagine a disaster so terrible that only 8 people in the whole world 
survived. It’s true, Noah and his wife, his three sons, and their wives were the only people saved 
from the largest flood of all time. This was the greatest disaster in history. Nothing else has even 
come close. The Flood waters rose above all the world’s mountains and killed most of the air-
breathing, land animals. It destroyed the entire surface of the earth.”3 
 
“When torrential rains hit southern China in August 1931, it caused the Yangtze River to flood 
killing nearly 3.7 million people. This was considered the worst natural disaster of the 20th 
century.”4 
 
Approximately half of our United States have a population of 4 million or less. If natural disaster 
destroyed one of the states, the shock and trauma would be incalculable. One of the issues we 
will have with the Story we are about to read is the sheer magnitude of the devastation. 
 
Although some might seek to dismiss the factuality of the flood narrative as found in Genesis 6-
9, the Bible itself treats it as a reality. The prophet Isaiah notes the destruction caused in the 
Flood (Isa. 54:9, “For this is like the days of Noah to Me, When I swore that the waters of Noah 
Would not flood the earth again; So I have sworn that I will not be angry with you Nor will I 
rebuke you”). The prophet Ezekiel places Noah in the same company as Daniel and Job and 
speaks of their righteousness (Ezek. 14:14, 20 [see also 2 Peter 2:5]). The author of Hebrews 
references his faith (Heb. 11:7). Peter also speaks of his preservation by God (2 Peter 2:5). Jesus 
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also refers back to the judgment during the days of Noah (Matt. 24:37, 38; Luke 17:26, 27). Peter, 
likewise, speaks of the flood as an historic event (1 Peter 3:20; 2 Pet. 2:5). 
 
Thus, regardless as to what conclusion we might draw concerning this text, the Scripture is 
convinced of its veracity. 
 
“But it seems as if we must conclude that the Genesis flood at least engulfed all of mankind, if 
not the whole earth, because of certain indications in the Genesis narrative and because on all 
continents and among almost all peoples of the earth flood accounts have been found. These 
accounts all refer to a destructive flood occurring early in the respective tribal histories. In each 
case one or a few individuals were saved and were charged with repopulating the earth. To 
date, anthropologists have collected between 250 and 300 such flood stories.”5  
 
“While some have fixed their attention on the sin and devastation of the flood, others have 
concentrated on the mechanics of the deluge as over against its meaning. While I am certain that 
there is much of interest here to the scientific mind, let me simply caution you that much of that 
which is proposed in the name of science is still theory and speculation. I do not in any way 
wish to discredit or discourage such efforts. I only desire to say that we dare not build our lives 
on it, and to point out that this kind of approach does not focus on the principle purpose of the 
account of the Genesis flood. A detailed analysis of the event is not the purpose of this lesson, 
but rather a broad view of the meaning and message of the flood for men of all ages. With this 
in mind, let us turn our attention to this event.”6 
 
“A critic of reading the Bible well notes, “Two kinds of flood model are not addressed here. First 
is the local flood. Genesis 6-8 can be interpreted as a homiletic story such that the ‘world’ that 
was flooded was just the area that Noah knew. Creationists argue against the local flood model 
because it doesn't fit their own literalist preconceptions, but I know of no physical evidence 
contrary to such a model. Second, the whole story can be dismissed as a series of supernatural 
miracles. There is no way to contradict such an argument. However, one must wonder about a 
God who reportedly does one thing and then arranges every bit of evidence to make it look like 
something else happened. It's entirely possible that a global flood occurred 4000 years ago or 
even last Thursday, and that God subsequently erased all the evidence, including our memories 
of it. But even if such stories are true, what's the point?”7 
 
Although I disagree with his conclusions, he does ask a valid question, “What is the point?” Our 
intent is to understand THE POINT. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
“The children of Israel saw Noah as a ‘new Adam’ through whom God continued His covenant 
with man and His promise of a future Redeemer-Messiah.”8 
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Question: Compare Adam and Noah.  What similarities do you find between these two men? 
Answer: Comparison between Adam and Noah in the Creation event and the re-creation after 
the Great Flood: 
 

Adam and the First Creation Event  Noah and the Re-creation Event  

Adam's world was created out of a 
watery chaos (Gen 1:2)  

Noah's new world was created out of a 
watery chaos (Gen 8:1b-2)  

Adam was uniquely associated with the 
image of God (Gen 1:27)  

Noah was uniquely associated with the 
image of God (Gen 9:6)  

Adam walked with God (Gen 3:8)  Noah walked with God (Gen 6:9)  

Received the blessing of fertility and 
dominion (Gen 1:28-30)  

Received the blessing of fertility and 
dominion (Gen 9:1-3)  

Adam ate fruit that led to sin (Gen 3:6)  Noah ate fruit that led to sin (Gen 9:21)  

Adam worked the soil (Gen 3:23)  Noah worked the soil (Gen 9:20)  

God made a blood sacrifice for Adam 
(Gen 3:21)  

Noah made a blood sacrifice for God 
(Gen 8:20)  

Adam had three sons who are named in 
Scripture (Gen 4:1-2, 25)  

Noah had three sons who are named in 
Scripture (Gen 5:32)  

Adam's son sinned in the murder of his 
brother (Gen 4:8)  

Noah's son sinned against his father 
(Gen 9:22)  

Adam's righteous son Seth continued 
the line of the "promised seed"  

Noah's righteous son Shem continued 
the line of the "promised seed"  

Humanity is fathered through Adam  Humanity is fathered through Noah  

God made a covenant with Adam; its 
sign was the Tree of Life  

God re-established a covenant with 
Noah; its sign was the rainbow  

Michal Hunt, Copyright © 2009 Agape Bible Study. Permissions All Rights Reserved. 
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1. Adam was placed upon the earth [that] came up out of the deep.  Noah’s new earth 
emerged from under the flood. 

2. Adam was blessed by God and told to be fruitful and multiply.  Noah was also blessed 
by God after the flood and told to be fruitful and multiply. 

3. Adam was made lord of creation.  Into the hand of Noah was all things delivered. 
4. Adam was placed by God in a garden “to dress it and to keep it.” Noah planted a vineyard 
after the flood. 

5. It was in the garden that Adam transgressed and fell.  It was by the fruit of the vineyard 
(wine) that Noah became drunken and transgressed. 

6. The sin of Adam resulted in the exposure of his nakedness.  Noah’s nakedness was 
uncovered due to his sin. 

7. Adam’s nakedness was covered up by another, by God.  Noah’s nakedness was covered 
up by another, by his sons Shem and Japheth. 

8. Adam’s sin caused a curse to spread through all his posterity.  Noah’s sin also caused a 
curse to come to the line of his son Ham. 

9. Adam had three sons: Cain, Abel, and Seth (through whom would come the seed of 
Christ).  Noah also had three sons: Shem (through whom would come the seed of Christ), 
Ham, and Japheth. 

10. After Adam’s fall was given a prophecy of coming redemption.  After Noah’s fall was 
given a prophecy, which contained in outline form the history of the human race.9 

Outline: 
 
I. The sin of humanity (Genesis 6) 

 
• 5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the 

thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 The LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, 
and He was grieved in His heart. 7 The LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face 
of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made 
them.” 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. (Gen. 6:5-8) 
 

• 11 Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 God looked on 
the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth. 13 Then God said 
to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and 
behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.” (Gen. 6:11-13) 

 
A. Humanity is wicked (v. 5) 

 
“The unity of the race is a consistent doctrine of the O.T. It was האדם, man, when created as a 
single individual. It spread over the earth, and was still האדם, man. It was כלבשר, ‘alt flesh,’ that 
had corrupted its way before the Flood. Mankind is, as a whole, corrupt; and, corresponding to 
this, each individual is unclean.… Probably the O.T. does not go the length of offering any 
rationale of the fact that each individual is sinful, beyond connecting him with a sinful whole.” 
(Davidson, Theology of the O.T. pp. 218, 219.)”10 
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“Imagination.—More exactly, form, shape. Thus every idea or embodied thought, which 
presented itself to the mind through the working of the heart—that is, the whole inner nature of 
man—“was only evil continually”—Heb., all the day, from morning to night, without reproof 
of conscience or fear of the Divine justice. A more forcible picture of complete depravity could 
scarcely be drawn; and this corruption of man’s inner nature is ascribed to the overthrow of 
moral and social restraints.”11 
 
What Adam and Eve did permeated the whole. We persistently reject God’s invitation for joy. 
We reject Jesus and fashion gods after our own image (“Nephilim”). We need a Savior from our 
sin and resultant death. 
 

B. God is grieved (vv. 6, 7) 
 

“God saw man's wickedness as one injured and wronged by it. He saw it as a tender father 

sees the folly and stubbornness of a rebellious and disobedient child, which grieves him, and 

makes him wish he had been childless. The words here used are remarkable; they are used 

after the manner of men, and do not mean that God can change, or be unhappy. Does God 

thus hate our sin? And shall not we be grieved to the heart for it? Oh that we may look on Him 

whom we have grieved, and mourn! God repented that he had made man; but we never find 

him repent that he redeemed man. God resolves to destroy man: the original word is very 

striking, ‘I will wipe off man from the earth,’ as dirt or filth is wiped off from a place which 

should be clean, and is thrown to the dunghill, the proper place for it. God speaks of man as 

his own creature, when he resolves upon his punishment. Those forfeit their lives who do not 

answer the end of their living. God speaks of resolution concerning men, after his Spirit had 

been long striving with them in vain. None are punished by the justice of God, but those 

who hate to be reformed by the grace of God.”12 

 
“God saw it … repented … grieved—God cannot change (Mal 3:6; Jas 1:17); but, by language 
suited to our nature and experience, He is described as about to alter His visible procedure 
towards mankind—from being merciful and long-suffering, He was about to show Himself a 
God of judgment; and, as that impious race had filled up the measure of their iniquities, He was 
about to introduce a terrible display of His justice (Ec 8:11).”13 
 
God’s hatred of my sin cannot be measured by my response, but by His. He hates sin enough to 
have sent His only begotten Son to address it fully and finally. 
 

C. Noah is saved (v. 8) 
 
“This familiar expression occurs here for the first time in the Bible. For the expression ‘find grace’ 
cf. Genesis 19:19, Genesis 32:5, Genesis 33:8; Genesis 33:10; Genesis 33:15.”14 
 
“This is the first place where grace is mentioned in the Bible, and with these words ends the 

Tôldôth Adam. It has traced man from his creation until his wickedness was so great that the 

Divine justice demanded his punishment. But it concludes with words of hope. Jehovah’s 
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purpose was not extermination, but regeneration; and with Noah a higher and better order of 

things was to begin.”15 

 
II. The salvation of eight (Genesis 6) 

 
• 17 “Behold, I, even I am bringing the flood of water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the 

breath of life, from under heaven; everything that is on the earth shall perish. 18 But I will establish My 

covenant with you; and you shall enter the ark--you and your sons and your wife, and your sons' wives 

with you.” (Gen. 6:17, 18) 

 

• Then the LORD said to Noah, “Enter the ark, you and all your household, for you alone I have seen to be 

righteous before Me in this time.” (Gen. 7:1) 

 

• 15 Then God spoke to Noah, saying, 16 “Go out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and your sons' 

wives with you . . .” 18 So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him. (Gen. 

15, 16, 18) 

 

• who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the 

construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water. (1 

Pet. 3:20) 

 
III. The magnitude of the judgment (Genesis 7) 

 
• The LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals 

to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them.” (Gen. 6:7) 

 
“God resolves to destroy man: the original word is very striking, ‘I will wipe off man from 

the earth,’ as dirt or filth is wiped off from a place which should be clean, and is thrown to the 

dunghill, the proper place for it. God speaks of man as his own creature, when he resolves 

upon his punishment. Those forfeit their lives who do not answer the end of their living. God 

speaks of resolution concerning men, after his Spirit had been long striving with them in vain. 

None are punished by the justice of God, but those who hate to be reformed by the grace of 

God.”16 

 
• Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence 

because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.” (Gen. 6:13) 

 
“The theology of the flood is the pivot of a connected but multifaceted universal theme running 
through Genesis 1-11 and the whole rest of Scripture: [1] creation, and the character of the 
Creator, in his original purpose for creation; [2] uncreation, in humankind's turning from the 
Creator, the universal spread of sin, ending in universal eschatological judgment; and [3] re-
creation, in the eschatological salvation of the faithful remnant and the universal renewal of the 
earth.”17 
 

• 21 All flesh that moved on the earth perished, birds and cattle and beasts and every swarming thing that 
swarms upon the earth, and all mankind; 22 of all that was on the dry land, all in whose nostrils was the 
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breath of the spirit of life, died. 23 Thus He blotted out every living thing that was upon the face of the land, 
from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky, and they were blotted out from the earth; 
and only Noah was left, together with those that were with him in the ark. (Gen. 7:21-23) 

 
In many ways, it is impossible to grab hold of the global nature of this divine devastation. Some 
suggest the number of people who died in the flood in the millions, billions, and even trillions. 
In our humanity, we wish to hurl insult and injury toward God as if a great injustice took place 
and He was the perpetrator of it. What God did was to save the promise. Here, we see played 
out in graphic volume the sacrificing of the one for the good of the many. Had such an event not 
taken place, there would be no salvation from sin and death.  
 
IV. The immeasurableness of God’s grace (Genesis 8, 9) 

 
God could have abandoned humanity, but He chose to fulfill His promise. Three actions are 
notable.  
 

A. God remembered Noah (8:1) 
 

• And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and 
God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters assuaged; (Gen. 8:1)  

 

• The LORD smelled the soothing aroma; and the LORD said to Himself, “I will never again curse the 

ground on account of man, for the intent of man's heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again 
destroy every living thing, as I have done.” (Gen. 8:21) 

 
God saved Noah and assured him that He would never again destroy all living things by means 
of water. Localized floods happen, but never will there be a flood of such catastrophic 
proportions. 
 

B. God blessed Noah (9:1) 
 

• And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth.” (Gen. 9:1) 

 
God speaks to Noah as He spoke to Adam. 
 

C. God spoke to Noah (9:8) 
 

• 8 Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying, 9 “Now behold, I Myself do establish My 

covenant with you, and with your descendants after you; 10 and with every living creature that is with 
you, the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you; of all that comes out of the ark, even every 
beast of the earth. 11 I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be cut off by the 
water of the flood, neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12 God said, “This is the sign 
of the covenant which I am making between Me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
successive generations; 13 I set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a sign of a covenant between Me and 
the earth. 14 It shall come about, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow will be seen in the cloud, 
15 and I will remember My covenant, which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; 

and never again shall the water become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the cloud, then 
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I will look upon it, to remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh 
that is on the earth.” 17 And God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant which I have established 
between Me and all flesh that is on the earth.” (Gen. 9:8-16) 

 

• God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. (Gen. 
9:27) 

 

God promises a seed to Noah through whom will come deliverance. 
 
V. In the genealogy of Noah, God preserves the Woman’s Seed (Genesis 10; 11:10-31) 

 
Chapter 10 gives the list of nations. Chapter 11:10-32 gives the descendants of Shem. In Shem, 
nations are blessed. “Genesis chapter 10, the Table of Nations records the populating of the Earth 
by Noah's descendants, and is not strictly a genealogy but an ethnography).”18 
 

“This chapter is not technically a genealogy (so and so, begat so and so). It has been called a 
table of nations because it traces the connected origins of various nations. What is striking is that 
the nations of the world all came from the same place…from one of the three sons of Noah (10:1, 
32). In other words, God made us one big family. Though we are of different languages, cultures, 
and geographical locations, we are still imprinted with the image of God and share in the dignity 
of human existence. An emphasis on our racial and cultural differences undermines this unity 
and runs counter to God’s will for us. He basks in our rich cultural diversity and variety, which 
He has created.”19 
 

“In content Gen 10 describes the results of the scattering of mankind at Babel. The genealogy is 
carefully structured to fit a particular pattern. The number 70 determines the pattern that 
emerges (Gen 46:27; Exod 1:5; 1 Chron 1:5-23). The number 70 in biblical numerology often is 
representative of completeness. There were seventy elders selected by Moses and later seventy 
men served in the Sanhedrin. In both cases, these represented at least in theory the sum of the 
nation. Significantly, Jesus also chose seventy disciples to preach the Gospel (Luke 10:1), perhaps 
symbolic of the later missionary efforts of the whole church to reach the whole world. The point 
in our author’s use of the number seventy is ‘all nations’ find their ultimate origins in the three 
sons of Noah.”20 
 

Ross writes, “The table of nations is a ‘horizontal’ genealogy rather than a ‘vertical’ one (cf. Gen 
5 and 11). Its purpose is not primarily to trace ancestry; instead it shows political, geographical, 
and ethnic affiliations among tribes for various reasons, most notable being holy war. Tribes 
shown to be ‘kin’ would be in league together. Thus this table aligns the predominant tribes in 
and around the land promised to Israel. These names include founders of tribes, clans, cities, 
and territories.”21 Wenham comments, “In contrast to the genealogy in chapter 5, chapter 10 has 
no ages. It contains place and group names, which are spoken of as the ancestors of other places 
or groups, as well as the names of individuals. God built nations from families. Thus it is quite 
clearly a selective list, not comprehensive.”22  
 

The biblical intent is to show how God will keep His word in providing a Seed from the woman 
that will crush the serpent’s head. It moves from something very broad to a single individual 
named Abram. 
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Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Humanity needs saving. 
2. God alone is judge, juror, and executioner.  
3. There is a dark side to grace and we must believe God is too wise to make a mistake 
and too loving to be unkind. 

4. God is merciful and gracious and will always keep His word. The promise of a future 
deliverer always sits before His people. 
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