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JESUS provides HOPE in our Struggle 
Romans 7:24-8:4 

 

The Church: A Place of Hope 
 

Theme:  Even in our struggle, we are more than conquerors in Christ Jesus. 
 

Introduction:  
For a moment, let me invite you to consider what sin or issue is currently on your emotional 
plate.  What I want us to do today is to stab that “thing” and realize it is already dead and offers 
no threat in our relationship with God. Our desire is to help us stop assessing our relationship 
with God from the dynamic of the horizontal. Our desire is to look at the horizontal from the 
vantage point of the vertical.  This does not mean we do not speak into the horizontal, but what 
it does mean is that the horizontal does not control our relationship with God. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The Difference between JUDICIAL and EXPERIENTIAL 
 

II. The Difference between POSITION and PERFORMANCE BASED ACCEPTANCE 
 

III. The Difference between MONERGISM and SYNERGISM 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

• First, your struggle is normal and to be expected. No one gets out of this without battle 
(1 Cor. 10:13). 

• Second, always look at your situation from the cross. Always consider what Jesus did 
and not what you are doing. 

• Third, always define your identity by your position and not your practice.  

• Fourth, face your problems head on. Look them squarely in the face and see them for 
what they are. What you once were, you no longer are, but still have. Put aside your old 
nature and fix your eyes on Jesus. Deal with it, but do not allow it to control you. It does 
not have that kind of power. The only power your sin has over you is the power you give 
it. 

• Finally, do not isolate yourself in your struggle. See how God’s provision flow from the 
cross and through His Church. Come and participate with others and find in the believing 
community strength. 


