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JESUS provides HOPE  
through His Oversight [Wisdom’s Rest] 

Proverbs 16:1-4, 33 
 

The Church: A Place of Hope 
 

 

Theme: In the middle of our existence, we need to understand the oversight of God. His 
oversight provides us HOPE in our storms. 

 

Introduction:  
Life is often unpredictable. Despite our best intent, it continues to spiral out of our control.  What 
do we do when we find ourselves the recipient of someone else’s choice? What are we to think 
when bad things happen from good intent? What happens when our choices lead to catastrophic 
failure? The Book of Proverbs contrasts two types of people, the foolish person and the wise 
person. It lays before the reader choices. Proverbs calls us to heed wisdom’s voice and to shun 
the pull of sinners. However, the appeal in Proverbs does not exist in a vacuum. Proverbs gives 
us a view of what life looks like horizontally. Nevertheless, it puts the horizontal in the context 
of the vertical.  It is the vertical we will concern ourselves with in Proverbs 16. 
 

Outline: 
 

I. Orthodoxy - Good Theology (vv. 1, 2, 4, 33) 
 

A. God governs our plans (v. 1) 
B. God weighs our motives (v. 2) 
C. God purposes our failures (v. 4) 
D. God determines our outcomes (v. 33) 

 

II. Orthopraxy – Good Me-ology (v. 3) 
 

“Commit” means “to roll.” It is a picture of trust, of turning something over to another for 
management, letting them carry the load. The idea is that of rolling it from yourself (the place 
of self-trust) onto the Lord so that we trust Him with the issues, and resting in His sovereignty. 
 

All of our planning (v. 1), all of our evaluations/perspectives (v. 2), all of our problems (v. 4), 
and all of our processes (v. 33) have to be committed to the LORD.  
 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. Consider the larger pictures of your life. What are the smaller steps that got you where 
you are? 

2. Often we wish to be something or someone other than who we are. On the other hand, 
we desire to be somewhere other than here. But God . . .  

3. Learn to live your life under the oversight of God. 
4. Learn to rest knowing God is governing/overseeing your life. 
5. The oversight of God is not an excuse for inactivity, but rest in our uncertainty. 


