
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings reflects the study for that week.  It 

represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an 

attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the 

congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: November 27, 2022 

Title: Jesus, the Great Emancipator of People 

Text: Luke 4:14-30; Isa. 61:1, 2 

Theme: In Christ, believers are freed from sin and death thus causing them to live differently 

in this world. Jesus, as substance, is the Great Emancipator spoken of by Isaiah the 

Prophet and foreshadowed in the SABBATH YEAR and the YEAR OF JUBILEE. 

 

Introduction:  

We open our ADVENT study with two reminders. 

 

First, today ADVENT begins. The season of ADVENT celebrates the coming of God’s promised 

seed from Genesis 3:15.  

 

“The Advent season invites us to step away from what can be a frenzied time of parties and 

shopping to consider how we commemorate the birth of Jesus, one of the [most memorable 

and celebrated] times in Christian faith. It is also a time to reflect on the triumphant return of 

Jesus at the second coming.”1 

 

ADVENT, like much of the liturgical calendar, is a season of preparation and anticipation. 

ADVENT calls us to STORY. ADVENT reminds us that the seasons are changing. It reminds 

us of how God’s promises in the Hebrew Scripture find their ultimate fulfillment and 

termination in JESUS, the MESSIAH, the author and inaugurator of the NEW COVENANT.  

JESUS becomes the hard stop for all Old Testament Prophecies, Promises, Patterns, and Pictures. 

 

Second, we are praying for fresh encounters. We are praying for miracles in our day of distress. 

We are praying for an awareness of His already existing presence and power. Our desire is to 

be fully awakened to the movement of God individually, corporately, nationally, and globally. 

 

Two reminders and one invitation. 

 

Third, we are inviting each of our church families to consider a one-time financial gift outside 

of our normal gifting generosity. This gifting will focus on three areas. 

 One third of the gift will be allocated to our work in Egypt. 

 One third will be allocated to our work through Chosen. 

 One third will be allocated to building stewardship (i.e. furnace, parking lot, etc.) 

 

During ADVENT, a lot of money will be spent on important, but secondary matters. We are 

suggesting each family unit give $100 outside of any normal gifting they regularly bring. Some 

might not be able to give any, others might be able to give more, but regardless, let us consider 

how we might bless these three areas of opportunity with our financial gifting. If you are giving 

toward these three areas of opportunity, please mark the gift as the Christmas Gift. Thank you. 
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Now let us consider some of the context for our passage. 

 

Literary Context: 

 

Luke takes us from our Lord’s temptation (4:1-13), to a summary statement of His ministry in 

Galilee (4:14), to the beginning of His ministry in Nazareth (vv. 16-31) and ends up in 

Capernaum (vv. 31-37). 

 

Luke takes us geographically from Galilee, through Samaria, culminating in Jerusalem. 

 

 In verses 14 and 15 we have a summary statement of His ministry in Galilee followed 

by His reading of Isaiah 61 in Nazareth (vv. 16-30) and the visible revealing of the 

words read in the casting out of demons (vv. 31-44). 

 

Biblical Context: 

 

In our passage, it is generally agreed on that Jesus inaugurates the YEAR OF JUBILEE and the 

SABBATH YEAR. He begins His ministry not just with the 49th year, but also the 50th year. The 

49th year allows the people and the land to rest and the 50th year cancels all financial debt. The 

YEAR OF JUBILEE has all tribal lands “sold” to return to their original tribes and all slaves and 

bonded laborers freed. 

 

This is something Israel NEVER did. Jesus not only calls them to the physical [shadow] aspect 

of this celebration, but also its spiritual substance. God cares about wealth. You and I may 

accumulate it, but the accumulation of wealth isn’t just about you and me, but about us and 

them. Wealth does bring personal comfort, but it is also to be used for the good of others. Wealth 

always has communal application. 

 

Now let us consider three movements inside of our passage. 

 

Outline: 

 

I. The Synagogue in Nazareth (vv. 16, 17). 

 

A. Jesus was a Nazarene, not a Nazarite. 

 

A Nazarene is from Nazareth. A Nazarite takes vows not to cut their hair, not to touch dead 

people, and not to eat the fruit of the vine. John the Baptist was a Nazarite, Jesus was from 

Nazareth. 
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“The vow of a Nazarite involved these three things, (1) abstinence from wine and strong drink, 

(2) refraining from cutting the hair off the head during the whole period of the continuance of 

the vow, and (3) the avoidance of contact with the dead. There is mention made in Scripture of 

only three who were Nazarites for life, Samson, Samuel, and John the Baptist (Judges 13:4, 5; 1 

Samuel 1:11; Luke 1:15).”2 

 

B. Jesus went to “church” 

 

Luke tells us it was His habit to go to synagogue.  

 

“Luke is careful to relate that Jesus went home and that he regularly worshipped in the 
synagogue. He was a faithful Jew, not someone who darkened the doors of the synagogue only 
at Yom Kippur and Passover.”3 
 

Let us expand on the idea of the synagogue for just a moment. 

 

[11] Synagogue Facts Every Jew Should Know4 
 
1. A Synagogue Is a Place for Prayer 
The primary function of the synagogue is to serve as a place for prayer.  
2. It is Also Known as a [House of Gathering] Beit Knesset, Shul, or Shtiebel 
The original Hebrew term for synagogue is beit knesset, which means“house of gathering.”  
3. They Are Open on Shabbat—and Throughout the Week 
In larger communities, many synagogues hold daily prayer services, while in smaller 
communities, services are often limited to Shabbat and festivals. 
4. They Are Centers of Jewish Life 
In addition to housing a sanctuary for services, synagogues (most notably Chabad centers) serve 
as a center point of Jewish life. 
5. It Is a “Miniature Sanctuary” 
The Talmud refers to the synagogue as a “miniature sanctuary,” a replica of the Holy Temple in 
Jerusalem. It is a place where G-d’s presence can be most felt, and where we can best connect to 
Him. The synagogue should therefore be treated with the proper respect and awe, even when 
services are not underway.  
6. Synagogue Prayers Are Best Said with Ten Jews 
Certain prayers and rituals—such as Kaddish and the reading of the Torah—can only take place 
in the presence of 10 males, 13 years of age or older. This is known as a minyan. 
To be counted as part of a minyan, no additional criteria are needed. A group of nine outstanding 
scholars do not constitute a minyan; enter a tenth man, no matter his background and intellectual 
prowess, and a minyan is formed. Never underestimate the spiritual power of an individual Jew! 
7. The ‘Aron’ [Ark] Houses the Torah 
One of the most imposing features in the synagogue is the aron kodesh (“holy ark”) at the front 
of the sanctuary. No matter the style, however, every aron contains the Torah scrolls, the most 
sacred objects in Judaism. Handwritten in Hebrew letters on parchment, each scroll contains the 
Five Books of Moses. The scrolls are stored in the ark and are removed only to be read during 
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services or on other special occasions. [This isn’t Noah’s Ark, but the “Ark of the Covenant” 
behind the veil in the Temple]. 
8. The Torah Is Read from the Bimah 
In the center of the sanctuary is the bimah (“platform”), the table from which the Torah is read.  
9. Men and Women Sit Apart  
10. A Rabbi Leads the Congregation 
A synagogue rabbi is the spiritual guide of the congregation. In many communities, the rabbi 
also delivers a sermon on Shabbat and holiday mornings and on other special occasions. 
11. Synagogues Were Invented in the Fourth Century BCE 
Surprisingly, there is no mention of the synagogue in the Five Books of Moses.  
 

This is the historical context surrounding our Lord’s presence in the synagogue. 

 

C. Jesus participated at “church” 

 

Remember, Luke 2:41-50 records for us an incident at the age of 12 when Jesus from an early age 

had gone to the temple and discussed theological matters with the sitting Rabbis. Jesus has a 

prodigious appetite for the things of God. He was a peculiar child. His attendance at synagogue 

was not unusually.  

 

“The custom was to read the Scripture standing. It was the custom of the Ruler or Elders to 

invite any one to read or preach who was known to them as a distinguished or competent person 

(Acts 13:15).”5 

 

Even if we are not actively involved in a formal ministry of the church, those present listened 

attentively to the study and reading and praying of Scripture. 

 

Thus, Jesus stood, was noted, and was given the scroll. 

 

II. The Scroll of Isaiah (vv. 18-21). 

 

First impressions matter.  

 

“The words Jesus speaks in Nazareth are especially important because they are the first words 
we hear of his public ministry in Luke’s Gospel. This is an inaugural address of sorts. What Jesus 
says here represents the heart of his message and mission. Of course, his message and mission 
do not come out of the blue, but from the Scriptures. He reads from the prophet Isaiah: “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor” (a conflation of Isaiah 61:1-2a 
and 58:6). Then Jesus gives a one-sentence interpretation: “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in 
your hearing.”6 
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A. The Spirit’s role in the Ministry of Jesus 

 

“The Holy Spirit is a major actor in Luke’s Gospel and in its sequel, the Acts of the Apostles. 
From the very beginning of the narrative, the Holy Spirit fills and speaks through the story’s 
characters, such as Mary (Luke 1:35, 46-55), Elizabeth (1:41-45), Zechariah (1:67-79), Simeon 
(2:25-32), and John (3:1-18), giving us important clues about how to interpret the events narrated. 
Jesus, the one about whom all the previous characters have spoken, is likewise filled with, and 
guided by, the Spirit. The Holy Spirit descends upon Jesus at his baptism (3:22) then leads him 
into the wilderness where he is tempted by the devil for 40 days and nights (4:1-2). Filled with 
the power of the Spirit, Jesus returns to his home country of Galilee and begins his public 
ministry (4:14). “He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone” (4:15).”7 
 
He announces that He has been anointed to preach. This anointing sets one aside as a priest and 
king. This anointing openly begins to identify Jesus as the anointed one, the Messiah. 
 
The involvement of the Holy Spirit in the life and ministry of Jesus cannot be overestimated. 
Not only is there an ontological existence between the three, but there is an economical 
function as well. Each person within the Trinity is independent of the other, but equally 
interdependent. They function seamlessly and symbiotically as one. 
 

B. The Scripture Selected 
 

 Isaiah 61:1The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 

 
Isaiah 61 is in the last section of Isaiah (56-66). It might appear irregular and selective, but is it 
not of interest that both the Ethiopian and the synagogue in Nazareth have the Isaiah Scroll? 
We’ve noted earlier in our studies how next to the Psalms, the Book of Isaiah is the most quoted 
book in the New Testament. Why? Because of the hope offered to the Nation and because of 
the foretold MESSIAH. We must not underestimate the importance of this study. 
 
“Jesus rose up to read. Someone gave him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah, but Jesus chose the 
passage. There is no single passage with those words in it, but rather it is a compilation of the 
Servant Song from Isaiah 58:6 and 61:1-2. Perhaps Jesus conflated the two readings himself. In 
any case, the good news is read.”8 
 
It is impossible to overestimate the role of the gathering and of the scripture in the life of the 
believing. We must guard against making historical narrative normative, but it is impossible not 
to see the significant value and necessity of church and Bible reading and studying. 
 
“In the context of the book of Isaiah in its final form, Isa 61 can be seen as a reversal of the 
judgment announced in Isa 2:6-4:1. The day of judgment that is announced seven times in this 
unit (Isa 2:11, 12, 17, 20; 3:7, 18; 4:1), is reversed by the announcement of the year of the favor 
of Yhwh in Isa 61:2.”9 
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These “signs” are noted elsewhere in Isaiah and the Psalms. 
 

 Isaiah 42:7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

 Psalm 147:3 He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. 
 
This passage and idea is what Jesus uses to begin His ministry here in Nazareth.  
 

 Luke 4:18-19 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord's favor.” 

 
When John asks if Jesus is THE ONE, He responds with the signs of Isaiah 61. 
 

 Luke 7:22  And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the 
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead 
are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them.” 

 
The rest of Luke assures us Jesus is MESSIAH and is unfolding all of the SIGNS of MESSIAH. 
 
Isaiah the Prophet said one would come and do these things. JESUS did these things! We must 
see how, JESUS is ISAIAH’S HOPE. 
 

C. The Significance of the Selection 
 
Right here, at the beginning of his ministry, Jesus tells us clearly what his mission is about. He 
boldly claims to fulfill the words of Isaiah, who speaks of the Spirit anointing him, sending him, 
compelling him to bring good news to every one of God’s children who is bound up, pressed 
down, broken in spirit, impoverished, imprisoned, and desperately hungry for good news. 
 
As we noted earlier, “The ‘year of the Lord’s favor’ that Jesus proclaims is a reference to the year 
of Jubilee commanded in Leviticus 25, a year in which indentured servants (even resident aliens) 
were to be released, debts were to be forgiven, and land and property returned to families who 
had leased or sold them. It was to be a year of radical restoration.”10 
 
In Christ, the social playing field is leveled. All of the qualifiers that separate us in the 
horizontal are removed in the vertical and in the church. This is the already, but there is also 
a “not yet.” Every time we assign this action of leveling the playing field to the state or 
government, they will only make the problem worse, not better. The government is not the 
gospel.  
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The government cannot level the playing field. Good is not the gospel. Good is a consequence 
of the gospel. But it is not the gospel. Every time we separate good from the gospel, we will 
only replace the best by the good.  
 
Every one of the social goods making appeals for your money during various holidays is a 
counterfeit gospel. Why, because doing good is not the gospel. What separates the cry of 
social justice from the biblical gospel is the actual gospel.  
 
Only Jesus can  

 bring good news to the poor;  
 bind up the brokenhearted,  
 proclaim liberty to the captives, and open up the prison to those who are bound 

Only Jesus can do this and will do this in the DAY OF VENGENCE. 
 

D. The suspending of the prophecy (vv. 19-21) 
 
In Isaiah’s world, the MESSIAH’S arrival and the Day of Vengeance were one and the same. 
There was no gap between the two. Because we believe the New Testament interprets the Old 
Testament and the meaning of the Old Testament is in the New Testament, the two events of 
INAUGURATION AND CONSUMMATION are separated by an undetermined period of time. 
 
This is what threw the Jews of Jesus’ day off. They fully expected the MESSIAH to destroy their 
enemies and restore the nation of Israel to glory. 
 

III. The Sins of the People (vv. 22-30) 
 
There are several conflicting ideas needing to be highlighted. 
 

A. First, when Jesus spoke people listened. 
 
There is a strong contrasting picture painted of His ministry. In 4:14 and 15, Jesus is famous and 
exalted. In 4:29, they are ready to pitch Him off the cliff. In Jesus, you can be for Him, or you can 
be against Him, but you cannot be indifferent or neutral. That option is not available. In Mark’s 
account, their unbelief was palpable.  
 
There is no shoulder shrugging with Jesus. The gospel either causes immediate regeneration or 
continued rebellion. One or the other and nothing else. 
 

B. Second, the gospel is for all people, even those you currently hate or do not like.  
 
First, as a Christian, you should have no hate toward those who differ from you in color or 
culture or country. 
Second, as an American, you should have no hate toward those who differ from you in color 
or culture or country. It is your Christian ideology that controls your passions as a patriot. 
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Jesus could have chosen to be popular, but He chose to be right. He had the crowd going and 
then He drops the “bomb.” He mentions two places. 
 

 Zarephath, a city of Sidon (v. 26). 
 Naaman, the Syrian (v. 27). 

 
When Jesus acted on what Israel was supposed to be and do, those present lost their minds. 
 
The idea that God would favor other nations equally or more than Israel shook them to their 
racial, bigoted core. We see this in the story of Jonah. Isaiah the Prophet is clear on this. The 
gospel is for everyone. In making that statement, I’m not denying the doctrines of grace, but the 
doctrines of grace are made up by a multitude that no one can number from every tongue, tribe, 
people, and nation. 
 

C. Third, not loving your neighbor is incompatible with loving God. 
 
You cannot say you love God, if you do not love your neighbor. Loving your neighbor is gospel 
centric. That direction flows only one way, but is inevitable and inseparable from the gospel. 
 
The message of Jesus is for all and breaks down all barriers. The gospel and the church is for 
everyone, everywhere, at all times.  
 
NOW WHAT? 
 

1. The message of Jesus is the message of the Church. There are no buts or brakes. What 
Isaiah preached is what Jesus embodied and what the church lives. 

2. Are we preaching the gospel widely and seeing people freed? Who is it that you know 
needs to hear the gospel? What part might you play in them hearing? Are you praying 
for them? 

3. What tangible ways can we make the gospel relevant to ourselves and our audience? 
4. Are the doors of this church open to the multitude that no one can number? 

 

1 https://www.ourlittleroses.org/blog/what-is-advent-season/  
2 https://www.kingjamesbibledictionary.com/Dictionary/Nazarites  
3 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-after-epiphany-
3/commentary-on-luke-414-21-2  
4 https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4763851/jewish/15-Synagogue-Facts-Every-Jew-Should-Know.htm  
5 https://biblehub.com/commentaries/luke/4-16.htm 
6  https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-after-epiphany-
3/commentary-on-luke-414-21  
7 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-after-epiphany-
3/commentary-on-luke-414-21-5  
8 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-after-epiphany-
3/commentary-on-luke-414-21-2  
9 http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S1010-99192013000200006  
10 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-after-epiphany-

3/commentary-on-luke-414-21-5 

                                                           


