
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  April 5, 2015 
Title:  JESUS, Our Conquering King 
Text:  Luke 23:50-24:12 
Theme: Jesus in His victory over sin and death heals our brokenness. 
 
Introduction:  
The entire Gospel of Luke focuses on whom Jesus is and what He came to do. It is clear He is 
the Son of God / Son of Man. During our Lord’s examination by the religious and political 
powers, He is cited as “the Christ” (22:67; 23:2, 39), “the Son of Man / Son of God” (22:69, 70), 
“King of the Jews” (23:2, 3, 37, 38), and “the Christ of God, His Chosen One” (23:35).  
 
In the agony of the cross, He appeals to His Father twice (23:34, 46). Jesus openly identifies 
Himself as the Son of God.  
 
Early on, He sets forth His mission. Luke 4:18, 19 captures this. The ministry of Jesus begins in 
Luke 4 while visiting His home town of Nazareth.  
 

• 14 And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him spread through all the 
surrounding district. 15 And He began teaching in their synagogues and was praised by all. 16 And He came 
to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He entered the synagogue on the 
Sabbath, and stood up to read. 17 And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened 
the book and found the place where it was written, 18 “THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE 
HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM 
RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO 
ARE OPPRESSED, 19 TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.” 20 And He closed the 
book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 
21 And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4:14-21) 

 
The question confronting us is, “Did Jesus do what He said would be done?” He promised 
much, did He deliver? Today, our text says IT IS FINISHED. His physical resurrection from the 
grave validates His voluntary and substitutionary death. What began on Palm Sunday, He 
finished on Resurrection Sunday. The cosmic and crucified King is now conquering. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
Have you ever tried to make a bad cup of coffee better? Especially if you use cream and sugar. 
I can drink my coffee black, but for the most part I use whipping cream and Stevia in my coffee. 
When I know I am going to go somewhere and have coffee, say McDonalds, I bring my cream 
and Stevia with me. This past week I was at a fast food restaurant and I put in my cream and 
Stevia, but it was not working for me at all. I tried to fix it, and it did not get any better. In fact, 
I only made it worse. At some point in the process, I simply had to give up and start over.  
 
By the way, this idea is as old as the Garden with Adam and Eve. When they sinned against 
God, they sought to “fix” the relationship by the work of their own hands. All they did was 
make it worse. It was not until God confronted them and they accepted His provision for their 
brokenness that it was fixed. 
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This is how many of us have found ourselves and perhaps you find yourself this morning. You 
know something is wrong and you try to fix it. You go to church, you attempt to be kind to 
people, you believe in God, but everything still seems broke.  
 
Easter is God’s response to humanity’s brokenness. Easter tells us to give up and accept God’s 
provision. What our text tells us is that Jesus has begun to reverse the effects of Garden curse. 
We know from Revelation 22 the curse lifts forever. Nevertheless, today we mark the day the 
curse begins to lift. Today, let us consider the Story. Let us see how Jesus wins. 
 
Three areas show the power of the gospel to fix what is broke. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. The Tomb - Our King reigns over sin and death (23:50-24:6) 

 
Our text makes it clear that Jesus died and was buried. It will also make it clear that He is no 
longer in the tomb. There are several elements moving the Story forward.  
 
A. A believing Pharisee (vv. 50, 51) 

 

1. He is a righteous ruler (A member of the Council – He is part of the Sanhedrin) 

2. He is a believing Jew  

3. He is waiting for the kingdom of God 

 

B. An emboldened appeal (v. 52) 

 

C. An unsoiled tomb (v. 53) 

 

Joseph of Arimathea was a man of means and used his resources to address the body of Jesus. 

 

D. A time marker (vv. 54, 55 [cf. 22:1, 7, 14-20, 34, 66]) 

 

The time marker enables us to place this event in proper sequence. There is always discussion 

as to sequence. For our study, we will consider His passing on Friday prior to the Sabbath and 

rising from the dead on the third day [Sunday].  

 

E. An Empty Tomb (24:1-9) 

 

Just as the author goes to great lengths to assure us of a death and burial, so also the same 

author goes to great lengths to assure us of an empty tomb. 

 

1. Jesus is alive (vv. 5, 6a) 
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2. Jesus keeps His Word (vv. 6b-7) 

 

Jesus has done for us what we could never do for ourselves. Let us for a moment consider our 

own brokenness. 

 

Friend,  

• You have a debt you cannot pay [Redemption] 

• You have a transgression you cannot conquer [Forgiveness] 

• You have a verdict you cannot satisfy [Propitiation] 

• You have an accusation you cannot answer [Justification] 

• You have a burden you cannot carry [Blamelessness] 

• You have a stain you cannot clean [Imputation] 

• You have a chasm you cannot cross [Reconciliation] 

• You have a record you cannot expunge [Identity] 

• You have a past you cannot shake [Adoption] 

 

Then we encounter the living conquering King. Jesus has lifted the curse. 

 

• Jesus paid your debt [Redemption] 

• Jesus conquered your transgressions [Forgiveness] 

• Jesus satisfied the verdict against you [Propitiation] 

• Jesus answered your accuser [Justification] 

• Jesus carries your burden [Blamelessness] 

• Jesus cleanses you of all your unrighteousness [Imputation] 

• Jesus brings peace to your warring soul [Reconciliation] 

• Jesus pardons you of all your criminal records [Identity] 

• Jesus brings you into His family and makes you His fellow heir [Adoption] 

 

Friend, there is an empty tomb in Jerusalem. Jesus has lifted the curse. 

 

However, our text has an inclusion that is unique and is to catch our attention. 

 
II. The Women - Our King restores damaged relationships (23:55-24:10, 21-24). 
 
“The women in the Gospel narratives are the first people to find the tomb of Jesus empty. 

Moreover, they are the only witnesses to the empty tomb who had seen Jesus buried and 

therefore could vouch for the fact that the empty tomb really was the tomb in which Jesus' body 

had been laid two days before. According to two of the Gospels, the women were also the first 

to meet the risen Lord. The argument you will have heard is that, since women's testimony in 

the ancient world, including especially Jewish Palestine, was widely regarded as unreliable and 

untrustworthy, this role of the women in the Easter events is unlikely to have been invented.”1 
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“Luke is living in a Greco-Roman cultural world, where there are plenty of debates about 
whether women even have the capacity to learn at all and whether they can properly hold a job 
like, say, philosopher. It's pretty easy to see which side Luke seems to have come down on. But 
let's not get ahead of ourselves; this isn't the stuff of Women's Lib. Luke is not re-writing the 
cultural expectations men hold about women or the cultural roles men assign to women. The 
trick is to tease out just how far Luke goes without losing sight of the fact that he's still working 
within the confines of a very male-centered world.”2 
 
“Most authors, however, agree that Luke ascribed to women a role and a measure of equality 
well beyond the expectations of his time.”3 
 
Thirteen times Luke speaks of the women in the life of Jesus and at His death and resurrection 
(Luke 23:27, 49, 55; 24:5, 10, 22, 24). 
 

• 1 Soon afterwards, He began going around from one city and village to another, proclaiming and preaching 
the kingdom of God. The twelve were with Him, 2 and also some women who had been healed of evil 
spirits and sicknesses: Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 3 and 
Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others who were contributing to their 
support out of their private means. (Luke 8:1-3) 
 

• And following Him was a large crowd of the people, and of women who were mourning and lamenting 
Him. (Luke 23:27) 

 

• And all His acquaintances and the women who accompanied Him from Galilee were standing at a distance, 
seeing these things. (Luke 23:49) 

 

• Now the women who had come with Him out of Galilee followed, and saw the tomb and how His body 
was laid. (Luke 23:55) 

 

• and as the women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, "Why do you 
seek the living One among the dead? (Luke 24:5) 

 

• Now they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James; also the other women with 
them were telling these things to the apostles. (Luke 24:10) 

 

• 22 “But also some women among us amazed us. When they were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and 
did not find His body, they came, saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said that He was 
alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just exactly as the women also 
had said; but Him they did not see.” (Luke 24:22-24) 

 
We see this same emphasis in . . .  

• Luke 1:7 where a barren/childless Elizabeth gives birth to the Messiah’s forerunner, John 
the Baptizer 

• Luke 1:26 where a Virgin Mary becomes the honored vessel in which the Messiah would 
come forth 

• Luke 2:36 where the prophetess Anna declares to her listeners the birth of the Christ child 

• Luke 7:11-17 where Jesus raises a widow’s dead son 

• Luke 7:36-50 where a woman who is a sinner anoints Jesus’ feet with oil 
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• Luke 8:40-56 where Jesus heals the twelve-year-old daughter of Jairus 

• Luke 8:43-48 where Jesus heals the woman who was hemorrhaging for twelve years  

• Luke 10:38-42 where Mary sits at the feet of Jesus as a student would sit at the feet of a 
Rabbi 

• Luke 21:1-4 where Jesus highlights the widow’s sacrificial offering 
 
Genesis 1 and 2 establishes the equality of male and female without abdicating the role of each 
in the relationship.  
 

• 27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created 
them. 28 God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue 
it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on 
the earth.” (Gen. 1:27, 28) 

 
Sin, however, will destroy the relational harmony once enjoyed. Sin will further complicate and 
exploit the dynamic between the genders as the years, decades, centuries, and millennia pass. 
What Jesus does is restore a positive harmony between the two genders. 
 
Everyone accepts the fact that Luke elevates the status of women. The intent of God in this 
inclusion is to show that WHAT SIN DESTROYS GOD RESTORES. Yet, God elevates the 
female gender so that all will know that in the church there is “neither Jew nor Gentile, bond 
nor free, male nor female, but that we are all one IN CHRIST JESUS.”  
 
“The theme of the women of Luke’s Gospel is the grand theme of the whole of the Scriptures: 

that through the seed born of a woman, after many years of ‘barrenness’ for Israel and the world, 

eventually would come the conquering of sin and death, and the possibility of miraculous 

rebirth from the barren womb of the grave to glorious immortality in the Kingdom of God. This 

is the mercy and grace promised to the fathers; this is the subject of the oath sworn to 

Abraham.”4 

 
Sin causes strained relationships. Sin breaks down harmony and creates hopelessness.  
 
Jesus has lifted the curse. Jesus wins. 
 
III. The Disciples - Our King removes guilt and shame (24:11, 12) 
 
It is interesting to read the contrast between verses 11 and 12. Why did Peter get up and run to 
the tomb? Peter’s denial of Jesus conquered Him (22:54-62).  
 
Our text says Peter “wept bitterly” when Jesus “turned and looked at Peter” (v. 61). The idea is 
that of a violent wailing. His grief bound him. His guilt and shame consumed him. He sat apart 
from and hid in the darkest recesses of that gathered assembly. His shame was so great; he could 
not look into the eyes of anyone. He wanted a redo, a second chance. He wanted to prove he 
was able.  
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When Jesus joined the two disciples walking to Emmaus and He revealed Himself to them, 
remember what they said. 
 

• 33 And they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and 
those who were with them, 34 saying, “The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon.” (Luke 24:33, 
34) 

 

Then he hears something that is too good to be true. Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus conquered 
Peter’s guilt and shame. For those of us who think this whole thing is too good to be true, 
well, it has to be or all is lost. Our sin is so egregious that we cannot look another individual in 
the eyes without feeling the weight of our own guilt and shame. What is that sin that is so dark 
that it bows your head, causes you to avoid eye contact, and makes you think God can never 
love you? Friend, Jesus removes all of your guilt and shame. The Scripture tells us there is one 
who will forgive us of all our transgressions. We are told, not just in part but the whole is nailed 
to His cross and we bear it no more. 
 
While others consider such thinking as nonsense, we get up and run to the empty tomb. Jesus 
has conquered once for all our guilt and shame. He has placed on us His righteousness, so 
that we can now stand before the Father without guilt and shame. I come to the Father with 
full confidence of being received and welcomed. O friends, Jesus’ resurrection from the dead 
assures us we are forgiven and we have a great mediating high priest who stands before the 
father in our behalf and guarantees our reception is warm and inviting. 
 
Jesus has lifted the curse. Jesus wins. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
This is where I found myself almost forty years ago. I thought I was doing everything right, but 
it was still broke and I finally realized I could not fix it. In fact, I finally gave up. Moreover, in 
that moment of giving up, I accepted the only solution to my problem. I came before God and 
accepted His record of my condition and His solution to my problem. 
 
I knew my problem was my sin and I knew I had sinned against God. I knew I could not fix my 
problem no matter how good I thought I was. In that moment, I gave up trying to be good and 
took the gift God extended to me in the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
 
There is a high probability that you are here because you recognize something unique happened 
at Christmas, on Good Friday, and today, Resurrection Sunday. However, perhaps you have 
never connected the relationship between your brokenness and God’s provision. Those two 
conditions are inseparably linked. You are broken. And will remain broken unless and until you 
accept your brokenness and God’s solution to your brokenness in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
The only question you need to answer is, “Do you recognize you are a sinner, broken in sin, and 
completely undone before God?” Moreover, “Do you recognize Jesus is your only hope in this 
life and in the life to come?” 
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If today you recognize your own sin and brokenness, and if today you see Jesus as your Savior 
from sin and death, then we invite you to begin your relationship with Him today. We invite 
you to talk to God right now. It is never complicated to come. God has made the way easy. 
Perhaps you can pray the following prayer: 
 
Dear Jesus, 
 
Up to this point, I have lived my life without you. I have tried to fix my own brokenness and 
instead of getting better, I have made it worse. I know you came to save sinners, to fix my 
brokenness. I know you died on Good Friday to save me from my sin. I know you rose on the 
third day to secure the victory for me from my sin and death. Today, I come in faith, believing 
the promises. Today, I accept your record, your Story as it is written in the Bible. Thank you for 
saving my soul this day. Thank you for forgiving me of all my transgressions. Thank you for 
giving me life with you. Amen. 
 
If you have prayed this prayer, then we welcome you into God’s family. I would encourage 
you to make your desires known.  Consider writing us a short note telling us of your decision 
to begin your relationship with God. We can be reached at office@waukeshabible.org. 
 

 

1 http://richardbauckham.co.uk/uploads/Accessible/The%20Women%20&%20the%20Resurrection.pdf  
2 http://www.shmoop.com/luke-gospel/women-femininity-theme.html  
3 http://www.womenpriests.org/gospels/lkwomen.asp  
4 http://www.testimony-magazine.org/back/aug2007/benson1.pdf  

                                                           


