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Date:  April 12, 2015 
Title:  JESUS, Our Coming King 
Text:  Luke 24:13-53 

Theme: The resurrection of Jesus is the beginning of His reign over sin and death. His 
resurrection inaugurates fulfillment. 

 
Introduction:  
On December 7, 1941, as a nation, we remember Pearl Harbor and on June 6, 1944, we mark D-
Day. The statistics for D-Day are staggering. 
 

• On June 6, 1944, more than 160,000 Allied troops landed along a 50-mile stretch of 
heavily-fortified French coastline, to fight Nazi Germany on the beaches of Normandy, 
France. Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower called the operation a crusade in which, “we will 
accept nothing less than full victory.” More than 5,000 Ships and 13,000 aircraft supported 
the D-Day invasion, and by day’s end, the Allies gained a foot-hold in Continental 
Europe. The cost in lives on D-Day was high. More than 9,000 Allied Soldiers were killed 
or wounded, but their sacrifice allowed more than 100,000 Soldiers to begin the slow, 
hard slog across Europe, to defeat Adolf Hitler’s crack troops. 

 
The magnitude of the effort is unparalleled and probably will not be repeated until 
ARMAGEDDON.  
 
For our current population, September 11, 2001 changed everything. For many in this 
generation, this day defines and lives forever. Yet several years later some forget. Some lessen 
its severity and we begin living as if 9/11 did not happen. We just want to get on with our lives 
without being bothered by the inconveniences and fears 9/11 brought. Yet 9/11 did happen and 
life was/is not the same. 
 
It is hard for us to realize last week was EASTER. To be open emotionally, I found myself 
struggling with the apparent apathy of the Christian Church. We talk about the demise of our 
nation culturally, and of our recent vote on Tuesday, and the expansive and aggressive assault 
of ISIS in the Middle East and its national threat, yet we were not able to draw the correlation 
between our current cultural and political “problems” and the life altering invasive nature of 
His resurrection from the grave. Of all days, we gather as His people, EASTER ought to be one 
of those days. It is a public affirmation that JESUS is the one person who answers our political, 
cultural and national demise and threats. We do not need a better government; we need Jesus. 
We do not need to save our culture; we need JESUS. We do not need to worry about ISIS; we 
need Jesus. Before you think me a simpleton, let me assure you that all of these “things” are 
necessary concerns and a thousand more, but JESUS is the ANSWER. Tragically, these “things” 
crowed out JESUS in our political, cultural, and national concerns.  
 
Let us not think we are unique or different. The same “stuff” you and I contend with, so the 
early church. They were still living in the rawness of their experiences, but time would pass and 
they would soon forget or soften the power of what happened. Let our study this morning keep 
us in the rawness of what we just encountered. 



 

2 

 

 
Let us begin by noticing the range of emotions captured on the day following His resurrection 
from the grave. 

• They were perplexed (v. 4) 
• They were frightened (v. 5) 
• They remembered (v.8) 
• An idle tale, they did not believe them (v. 11) 
• He went home marveling (v. 12) 
• They were talking with each other (v. 14) 
• Looking sad (v. 17) 
• We had hoped (v. 21) 
• They urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us” (v. 29) 
• Did not our hearts burn within (v. 32) 
• The Lord has risen indeed (v. 34) 
• They were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit (v. 37) 

• Why are you troubled, and doubts arise in your hearts (v. 38) 

• They worshiped Him and returned with great joy (v. 52) 
 
What God began, He finishes. The resurrection is not the end, but the beginning. To understand 
what is happening and where we are today, we have to understand God’s Garden program. 
Apart from such an understanding, we will misread the text. 
 
God created us so that we might know and experience the joy He has within Himself as Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. All of God’s creative expressions center on this one thing. The Garden 
existed so that Adam and Eve would meet God in the cool of the day. Their activity was to 
extend the boundaries of the Garden until it covered the entire globe and fill the earth with their 
offspring as icons/images of their Great and Awesome Creator God. Yet, they sinned against 
Him. Their sin against God was a rejection of Him and His design. We know God condescended 
and intervened in order to restore their relationship with Him. Everything after that moment is 
pushing us back to God’s design. Every sacred place, Tabernacle, and Temple speak in shadow 
form to the substance that is Jesus. The Church that is His body now does what Adam and Eve 
were to do. Just as they were to till the Garden and fill the Earth, so also the Church is to till the 
Garden and fill the earth. In the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, God is fulfilling His 
design for creation. Today, God is winning. His church has gone global and there are 
disciples/lovers of Jesus from every tongue, tribe, people, and nation. Tomorrow, He will send 
His Son to raise the dead and change the living and in that glorious moment, He abolishes death. 
Moreover, He will hand His victory to the Father so that God will fill everything. 
 
It is impossible to see how His death ends in victory, but it does. On this day in history, in the 
aftermath of His death, Jesus wins. Today, we desire to mark this moment and bathe ourselves 
in its glory. 
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THE BIG PICTURE: 

 
Verse 13 says all of these events occurred on the “same day.” It is important to remember that 
within a short period, Jesus died, was buried and on the third day He rose from the dead. Not 
just the disciples, but also everyone in that region reeled from the preceding events.  
 
What was the impression left on those initial eyewitnesses? Our text tells us three things. First, 
there is fulfillment. Everything is happening according to His plan. Second, there is 
anticipation. More is still to come. Finally, there is worship. In this moment, we are to find our 
joy in worshiping Him. 
 
Outline: 
Luke gives us the story of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. Emmaus is approximately 
7 miles from Jerusalem (v. 13). No other gospel writer includes this story. What follows in Luke’s 
gospel has this event at its core. We will begin with the actual event. 
 
I. Past Words/Fulfillment - The Road to Emmaus (vv. 13-35) 

 
The story is the frame containing the picture. The picture is the point, not the frame. All of us 
have heard of the two on the road to Emmaus, but we might not know the point. Notice the two 
contrasting elements shaping the point. Notice what happens between the two points moving 
us from point “A” to point “B”. 
 

A. Their eyes were kept from recognizing him (v. 16) 
 
An interesting word occurs to describe their ignorance. It is the word krateo. It means, “To use 
strength, i.e. seize or retain.” At this point, God kept them from knowing who Jesus was. Thus, 
they did not recognize Him. Luke uses it one other time in his gospel. It occurs in Luke 8:40-56 
when Jesus raised the daughter of Jairus from the dead. Verse 54 says, “He took her by the 
hand.” It is the thought of seizing, controlling, taking. 
 
Throughout Luke’s Gospel, we read of truth hidden from people. From our vantage point, it 
does not make sense. 
 

• But they understood not this saying, and it was hid from them, that they perceived it not: and they feared 
to ask him of that saying. (Luke 9:45) 
 

• In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for 
so it seemed good in thy sight. (Luke 10:21) 
 

• And they understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they the 
things which were spoken. (Luke 18:34) 
 

• Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! 
but now they are hid from thine eyes. (Luke 19:42) 
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This is inscrutable as to why God would actively hide knowing Him/truth from people. Yet, in 
God’s wisdom, such is necessary. 
 
The word for recognize is epiginosko. It carries the thought of knowing thoroughly, “to become 
fully acquainted with.” They were not “connecting the dots.” It is the same word found in verse 
31. 
 
They were seeing Him as a prophet (v. 19) and king (v. 21), but they struggled to connect 
redemption with death. They use the word lutroo that speaks of payment or ransom. I am not 
sure how they think their redemption would happen without cost or bloodshed. They clearly 
understood what just happened, but could not wrap their minds around it (vv. 21-24). Many of 
us remember when the space shuttle Challenger exploded or the twin towers collapsed.  
 

• The Space Shuttle Challenger disaster occurred on January 28, 1986, when the NASA 
Space Shuttle orbiter Challenger (OV-099) (mission STS-51-L) broke apart 73 seconds into 
its flight, leading to the deaths of its seven crew members, which included five NASA 
astronauts and two payload specialists.  Approximately 17 percent of Americans 
witnessed the launch live because of the presence of Payload Specialist Christa McAuliffe, 
who would have been the first teacher in space.1 

 
• “The September 11 attacks (also referred to as September 11, September 11th, or 9/11) 
were a series of four coordinated terrorist attacks by the Islamic terrorist group al-Qaeda 
on the United States in New York City and the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area on 
Tuesday, September 11, 2001. The attacks killed 2,996 people (including 19 hijackers) and 
caused at least $10 billion in property and infrastructure damage. Four passenger 
airliners were hijacked by 19 al-Qaeda terrorists to be flown into buildings in suicide 
attacks. Two of the planes, American Airlines Flight 11 and United Airlines Flight 175, 
were crashed into the North and South towers, respectively, of the World Trade Center 
complex in New York City. Within two hours, both 110-story towers collapsed with 
debris and the resulting fires causing partial or complete collapse of all other buildings 
in the WTC complex, including the 47-story 7 World Trade Center tower, as well as 
significant damage to ten other large surrounding structures.”2 

 
There is a sense of unbelief. The news is so startling as to shake one’s sensibility. This is where 
we find the disciples. They had a terrible time comprehending what just happened, not just in 
His death, but now His resurrection from the dead. 
 
Jesus chides them for being slow of heart when earlier we read He kept them from knowing the 
truth. Notice how He fixes the problem. 
 

1. He interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself (vv. 
27, 32) 

 
The word for “interpret” is diermeneuo. It is where we get our English word Hermeneutics. 
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Here, it is a compound word. The prefix heightens the meaning, thus, “To explain thoroughly.” 
 
When Jesus expounded to them the biblical text, they said their hearts burned within (v. 32). 
 
Fifteen times Luke uses the word “written” when speaking of what was and now is. Jesus Christ 
fulfills the Scriptures. It is impossible for me to comprehend how extensive their education was 
in the hour or so that followed. At WBC, we celebrate the idea that the Old Testament text points 
to Jesus. For us, there is no other means of understanding the biblical Story apart from Jesus. 
 

• From Genesis we learn that Jesus is the seed of the woman who will crush Satan’s head, 
and the son of Abraham who will bless all the nations of the earth. From Exodus we learn 
that Jesus is the Passover Lamb whose blood saves us from the angel of death, and the 
wilderness tabernacle where God dwells in glory. From Leviticus we learn that He is the 
atoning sacrifice that takes away our sin. From Numbers we learn that He is the bronze 
serpent lifted up for everyone who looks to Him in faith. From Deuteronomy we learn 
that He is the prophet greater than Moses who comes to teach us God’s will. So much for 
the Pentateuch. 

• What do we learn from the historical books? From Joshua we learn that Jesus is our great 
captain in the fight. From Judges we learn that He is the king who helps us do what is 
right in God’s eyes, and not our own. From Ruth we learn that Jesus is our kinsman-
redeemer. From 1 and 2 Samuel we learn that He is our anointed king. From 1 and 2 
Kings we learn that He is the glory in the temple. From 1 and 2 Chronicles we learn that 
He is the Son of David — the rightful king of Judah. From Ezra and Nehemiah we learn 
that He will restore the city of God. From Esther we learn that He will deliver us from all 
our enemies. 

• Then we come to the poetic writings. From Job we learn that Jesus is our living redeemer, 
who will stand on the earth at the last day. From the Psalms we learn that He is the sweet 
singer of Israel — the Savior forsaken by God and left to die, yet restored by God to rule 
the nations. From Proverbs we learn that Jesus is our wisdom. From Ecclesiastes we learn 
that He alone can give us meaning and purpose. From the Song of Solomon we learn 
that He is the lover of our souls. 

• This brings us to the prophets, whose special mission it was to prophesy about the coming 
of Christ. Isaiah tells that He is the child born of the Virgin, the son given to rule, the 
shoot from the stump of Jesse, and the servant stricken and afflicted, upon whom God 
has laid all our iniquity. Jeremiah and Lamentations tell us that Jesus is our comforter in 
sorrow, the mediator of a new covenant who turns our weeping into songs of joy. Ezekiel 
tells us that the Spirit of Jesus can breathe life into dry bones and make a heart of stone 
beat again. Daniel tells us that Jesus is the Son of Man coming in clouds of glory to render 
justice on the earth. 

• These are the Major Prophets, but the Minor Prophets also bore witness to Jesus Christ. 
Hosea prophesied that He would be a faithful husband to His wayward people. Joel 
prophesied that before He came to judge the nations, Jesus would pour out His Spirit on 
men and women, Jews and Gentiles, young and old. Amos and Obadiah prophesied that 
He would restore God’s kingdom. Jonah prophesied that for the sake of the nations, He 
would be raised on the third day. Micah prophesied that Jesus would be born in 
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Bethlehem. Nahum prophesied that He would judge the world. Habakkuk prophesied 
that He would justify those who live by faith. Zephaniah prophesied He would rejoice 
over His people with singing. Haggai prophesied that He would rebuild God’s temple. 
Zechariah prophesied that He would come in royal gentleness, riding on a donkey, and 
that when He did, all God’s people would be holy. Malachi prophesied that before He 
came, a prophet would turn the hearts of the fathers back to their children. From Genesis 
to Malachi, the Old Testament is all about Jesus.3  

 
The theme our Lord traces is His suffering and the glory to follow. Those two ideas are 
inseparable. 
 
Time passed quickly as Jesus spoke. They were now approaching the end of their journey. Jesus 
“acts as though” [He pretends as if] He is going to leave them. The gesture on His part provokes 
them to urge Him to stay. The word urge is parabiazomai and means “to force contrary wise, 
to compel.”  
 

2. He took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them (vv. 30, 35) 
 
The theme of Jesus breaking bread occurs elsewhere in Luke. 
 

• 16 Then He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed them, and broke 
them, and kept giving them to the disciples to set before the people. 17 And they all ate and were satisfied; 
and the broken pieces which they had left over were picked up, twelve baskets full. (Luke 9:16, 17) 
 

• And when He had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is 
My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” (Luke 22:19) 
 

• When He had reclined at the table with them, He took the bread and blessed it, and breaking it, He began 
giving it to them. (Luke 24:30) 
 

• They began to relate their experiences on the road and how He was recognized by them in the breaking 
of the bread. (Luke 24:35) 

 
As evangelicals, we struggle with understanding the breaking of bread. There is little doubt 
reference is made to the Lord’s Table.  
 
Perhaps one of the most perplexing passages as it relates to the Lord’s Table occurs in John 6. 
 

• 28 Therefore they said to Him, “What shall we do, so that we may work the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered 
and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.” 30 So they said to 
Him, “What then do You do for a sign, so that we may see, and believe You? What work do You perform? 
31 Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘HE GAVE THEM BREAD OUT OF HEAVEN 
TO EAT.’” 32 Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread 
out of heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true bread out of heaven. 33 For the bread of God is 
that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world.” 34 Then they said to Him, “Lord, always 
give us this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and 
he who believes in Me will never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen Me, and yet do not believe. 
37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. 
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38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39 This is 
the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 
40 For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal 
life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.” 41 Therefore the Jews were grumbling about Him, 
because He said, “I am the bread that came down out of heaven.” 42 They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, 
the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does He now say, ‘I have come down out of 
heaven’?” 43 Jesus answered and said to them, “Do not grumble among yourselves. 44 No one can come to 
Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day. 45 It is written in the 
prophets, ‘AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from 
the Father, comes to Me. 46 Not that anyone has seen the Father, except the One who is from God; He has 
seen the Father. 47 Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your 
fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, 
so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats 
of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh.” 
52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, “How can this man give us His flesh to eat?” 53 
So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His 
blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I 
will raise him up on the last day. 55 For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink. 56 He who eats 
My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him. 57 As the living Father sent Me, and I live because 
of the Father, so he who eats Me, he also will live because of Me. 58 This is the bread which came down out 
of heaven; not as the fathers ate and died; he who eats this bread will live forever.” 59 These things He said 
in the synagogue as He taught in Capernaum. (John 6:28-59) 

 
Clarity might occur when we understand all of the “I AM” statements in John’s Gospel as 
metaphors. We use this figure of speech when we compare “a thing regarded as representative 
or symbolic of something else, especially something abstract.” For example, when Jesus says, “I 
am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find 
pasture” (John 10:9). We do not fuss and argue whether or not Jesus is a literal door. Yet we 
know and understand that if you do not accept Jesus as the only means of coming to the Father, 
you cannot be saved. The same is true here. If you do not accept Jesus as the only means of 
coming to the Father, you cannot be saved. Just as one would walk through a door, so also one 
would eat bread and drink wine. Eating and drinking are suitable to bread and wine. When He 
says I am the living bread what else would we think would follow except, “eat”? 
 
Thus, when we celebrate the Table why would we not say that by eating you are affirming faith 
in Jesus Christ as your Savior from sin and death. Why would we not use the Table to preach 
the gospel? 
 
We fear our understanding might be too Catholic or Lutheran, yet the text says when the bread 
was broken, their eyes opened. We would do well to stop worrying whether or not we are too 
this or that and simply believe the text. If the Lord uses the breaking of bread to open blind eyes, 
then let us break bread so that blind eyes might see. 
 

B. Their eyes were opened, and they recognized him (v. 31) 
 

Opened, [dianoigo] “to open thoroughly, literally (as a first-born) or figuratively (to expound)-
-open.” Luke uses the word four times (Luke 2:23; 24:31, 32, 45). Because their eyes were open, 
they saw Him for whom He is. They thoroughly understood. It is the same word found earlier 
in verse 16.  
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• And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight. (Luke 24:31) 

 
• And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and 

while he opened to us the scriptures? (Luke 24:32) 
 

• Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, (Luke 24:45) 

 
Once they understood, they ran back to Jerusalem and found the eleven along with others (v. 
32). 
 
II. Future Promises/Anticipation - A Room in Jerusalem (vv. 33-49) 
 
Again, we see two contrasting elements. In verse 41, our text describes the disciples with these 
words, “While they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling” (v. 41). Notice the shift that 
happens in verse 52, “They worshiped Him, and returned with great joy.” 
 
The idea that He arose left them incredulous. Jesus moves them from incredulous to incredible.  
 
The two disciples rehearse all that happened to them. Jesus then appears in their midst. What I 
find so comforting is the statement made concerning Peter. The only way they would have 
known such a thing happened is Jesus telling them. We can also assume Peter is among the 
eleven. Perhaps the other ten doubted Peter’s report. Here, the two affirm Peter’s testimony. 
 
What happened that moved them from where they started to where they ended up? Jesus makes 
four statements. Each one moves them from where they are to where they will be. 
 

A. He speaks of giving peace (vv. 36-38) 
 
The word troubled occurs twice in Luke. It was the response of Zacharias at the appearance of 
the angel Gabriel (Luke 1:12) and now here (Luke 24:38). The doubting and trouble are 
synonyms. Trouble captures “started and frightened and thought that they were seeing a spirit.” 
Some manuscripts do not have the greeting of peace in verse 36. However, it is a fitting contrast 
to their troubled hearts.  
 
Jesus speaks peace and assures them of such peace by His physical presence. He assures them 
that He is not a “ghost.” 
 

B. He speaks of an affirming presence (vv. 39-43) 
 
He invites them to examine Him. Even this was too much to take in. He then offers to eat 
something. This appears to be a common practice of showing people one is not dead (Luke 8:55). 
Dead people apparently do not eat things. 
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C. He speaks of fulfilled prophecy (vv. 44-48) 
 
He does for those present what He did for the two disciples earlier. He enables them to 
understand. This understand is a connecting of the dots.  
 

1. The message (“Christ suffered, died, and rose from the dead”) 
2. The audience (“to all the nations”) 
3. The plan (“you are witnesses”) 

 
There is a side of me that says it is really quite easy. Christ to the nations and we are the means 
employed. 
 

D. He speaks of future power (v. 49) 
 
This passage enables us to go from where we are in the Gospel of Luke to where we will be in 
the Book of Acts. It is important to remember how Luke and Acts form one Story. 
 

• 6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring 
the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has 
fixed by His own authority; 8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part 
of the earth.” 9 And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a 
cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, 
behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. 11 They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same 
way as you have watched Him go into heaven.” 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. (Acts 1:6-12) 

 
The third element in our text is present joy.  
 
III. Present Joy/Worship - His Ascension at Bethany (vv. 50-53) 
 
Remember Luke 9:51, 52. 
 

• 51 When the days were approaching for His ascension, He was determined to go to Jerusalem; 52 and He 
sent messengers on ahead of Him, and they went and entered a village of the Samaritans to make 
arrangements for Him. (Luke 9:51, 52) 

 
This event was always present. Three elements are notable. 
 

A. He blessed them 
 
To bless means to speak well of. 
 

• Then he took the five loaves and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed them, and brake, 
and gave to the disciples to set before the multitude. (Luke 9:16) 
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• And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to 
them. (Luke 24:30) 
 

• And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. (Luke 24:50) 
 

• And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. (Luke 
24:51) 

 
Just as God speaks well of us, so also can we speak well of Him. 
 

• And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen. (Luke 24:53) 
 

• And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God. (Luke 
1:64) 
 

• Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, (Luke 2:28) 

 
B. They worshiped Him with great joy 

 
Luke uses the word worship only three times in the Gospel (Luke 4:7, 8; 24:52).  
 
It is in the context of the devil tempting Jesus to worship him (i.e. idolatry [4:7, 8]) and here 
(Luke 24:52). 
 

• If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. (Luke 4:7) {worship me: or, fall down before me}  
 

• And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. (Luke 4:8) 
 

• And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: (Luke 24:52) 

 
Worship results from the overflow. Worship happens when God opens to us the Scripture and 
“the bread is broken.” This is where we are at right now. 
 
Apart from Him, there is no worship. Let us consider some thoughts about worship. First, 
worship exists. He designed us for worship. Thus, worship always has an object. Everyone 
worships something or someone. This is not difficult to track when we consider celebrities, 
athletes, and musicians. Therefore, our worship is either biblical worship or idolatry. Biblical 
worship always has as its object the Triune God. Anything other than Him is idolatry. 
 

C. They were continually in the Temple blessing God 
 
Luke uses a unique word to describe their behavior. He cites it as “continually.” It is the word 
diapantos. It is a compound [dia + pas] word meaning, “through all time.” What they did was 
an expression of who they were. 
 
It says they were “praising” God. Luke uses the word aineo, “To praise.” I find this of interest 
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in that of the nine times found in the New Testament, Luke uses it seven times (Luke 2:13, 20; 
19:37; 24:53; Acts 2:47; 3:8 [Rom. 15:11; Rev. 19:5]). The noun occurs twice (Matt. 21:16; Luke 
18:43). 
 
The disciples went back to what they knew. The Temple is where they encounter the presence 
of God. The Temple is where they hear the Word of God. The Temple is where they pray to God. 
The Temple is where they gather as the people of God. It is only natural that they return to the 
Temple. 
 
This is where we should find ourselves today. 
 
We will study our relationship to the gathering (i.e. “Temple/Synagogue”) in the days ahead. 
Luke ends his first volume with a teaser. He will pick up where he left off in the Book of Acts. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Have you connected the dots and seen how what you are is met in who Jesus is? 
2. Are you enjoying your relationship with God? Are you living with anticipation? 
3. By living your story inside of His, you are worshiping Him. Are you doing this in the 
context of the believing community? 

 

1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_Shuttle_Challenger_disaster  
2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_11_attacks  
3 http://www.oneplace.com/ministries/every-last-word/read/articles/jesus-through-the-bible-14751.html  

                                                           


