
 

 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 

email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 

 
Date:  May 31, 2015 
 
Sermon Title: God has power over the storms of our life and He alone can heal our 

brokenness. 
 
Text:  Luke 8:22-25 
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Our God Reigns 
 
Date:  May 31, 2015 (2nd time [Sept2, 2007]; 3rd time I have used this text at WBC) 
Title:  God has power over the storms of our life and He alone can heal our brokenness. 
Text:  Luke 8:22-25 [Mark 4:35-41] 
 
Introduction: 
This morning I desire to give a commencement address to our graduating seniors. As I 
consider the thoughts of composing a commencement address, I came across the final point of 
ten. It is appropriate I share this with you at the front end. 

 
“Finally and perhaps most important: keep it brief and keep it lively. Sir Winston Churchill, 
perhaps one of the greatest speechwriters and orators ever, once opened an address with, “I 
am going to give a long speech today—I haven't had time to prepare a short one.” Everyone 
appreciates speakers who carefully choose their words, who get to the point, and who 
conclude briskly. Five to 10 minutes is just about right. 
 
Regardless of what follows, I wish to assure you it will not be “five to ten minutes.” 
 
It has been said, “The commencement ceremony is one of the most meaningful and symbolic 
events in a student’s career. It is a time to reflect on the sacrifices and accomplishments of the 
past, and on the hope, excitement, and responsibility of the future.” 
 
Although I speak to the young, let us not forget that as older individuals, we await a future 
commencement where we will “reflect on the sacrifices and accomplishments of the past, and 
on the hope, excitement, and responsibility of the future.” 
 
For our students graduating from High School, you were 5 or 6 years old when I first came to 
Waukesha Bible Church. Therefore, I have known you for a good chunk of your life. Life is 
about to pull you in many directions, but if God in His providence has you here in our city, my 
prayer and desire is that WBC would continue to be your home church. You are loved here 
and accepted here. 
 
With this in mind, let us consider these thoughts. 
 
Opening Illustration: 
 
My father’s death as an unsaved 14 year old / no faith = fear 
 
Outline: 
 
Have you ever stood in the presence of greatness? Have you ever saw something that put awe 
within? Have you ever met some individual, experienced an event or seen an object that 
simply astounded you? For me it has been the birth of my children, the celestial bodies, the 
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Grand Canyon, the great Sequoia trees and the power of lightning. Such power leaves me 
breathless. God is like that. God’s person can astound you.  
 

• The Grand Canyon is the largest gorge in the world. Within it lies the Colorado River in 
north central Arizona. It extends from Marble Gorge to the Grand Wash Cliffs, a distance of 
277 miles. It averages 10 miles in width and is one mile deep. 

 
Friend we can talk about these marvels all day and not develop a sense of awe until we are in 
their presence. The tragedy of our times is that we like Israel of old have heard much of God 
and speak often about Him but have seen little of His activity in our midst. Job found himself 
in such a situation when talking to God. Job heard much of Him but never saw Him. Such a 
sight transformed his perspective. 
 

• 5 I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. 6 Wherefore I abhor myself, 
and repent in dust and ashes. (Job 42:5, 6) 

 
Was not this the same response seen when Isaiah saw the Lord? 
 

• 1 in the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his 
train filled the temple. . . 5 Then said I, Woe is me! For I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts. 
(Isa. 6:1, 5) 

 
The same was true with Thomas the doubter. He needed tangible proof (John 20:24-29). We 
can criticize Thomas for his desire to know, but do we not all have that same craving? Do you 
not wish to see the Lord? 
 

• 24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 The other 
disciples therefore said unto him, we have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his 
hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, 
I will not believe. 26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then 
came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. 27 Then saith he to 
Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my 
side: and be not faithless, but believing. 28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my 
God. 29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that 
have not seen, and yet have believed. (John 20:24-29) 

 
Friend, it is imperative that we see the Lord. The solution to every problem is a vision of the 
Son of God. We must be looking unto Jesus both the author and the finisher of our faith (Heb. 
12:2).   
 
The Psalmist invites us to taste and see that the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8). Unfortunately, we 
have become apathetic in our pursuit. The only thing that can shake us from our lethargy is a 
fresh vision of God’s glory. 
 
In 1445BC, Moses stood before the LORD within the confines of the Tabernacle. While there, 
Moses asked God to show him His glory. God said to Moses that no one could see His face and 
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live. However, God did grant to Moses a glimpse of Himself as He passed by. God told Moses 
there was a place by Him. A place where He would reveal to Moses His glory (Exodus 33:1-
23). It is my prayer that we will take this journey together. We will find this place and we will 
see His glory. 
 
The Need: Right now, much of life pulls us in many directions and, truth be told, we have 
little control over it. If I invited you to write on a piece of paper the one thing that is bothering 
you, what would you write down? Today, I want you to take note of that “thing” and then I 
want you to see it in light of whom God is.  
 
I will take our study from the Gospel of Luke. Luke’s intent is to show us how Jesus is the Son 
of God/Son of Man and as such has power and authority to forgive sin. In so doing, He 
establishes Himself as the fulfillment of the Seed Promise (Gen. 3:15) and the Completion of 
the Blood Picture (Gen. 3:21). 
 
The information included in Luke’s Gospel is intentional and seeks to prove His power over 
everything. Our story embeds in a sequence of stories about healing. 
 
“This is the first story in a sequence of four stories about healing.” 

� Jesus has power over/will “heal” the storm (Luke 8:22-25 [Mark 4:35-41]) 
� Jesus has power over/will “heal” the demoniac (Luke 8:26-39 [Mark 5:1-20]) 
� Jesus has power over/will “heal” the daughter of Jairus (Luke 8:40-42, 49-56 [Mark 5:21-24, 35-

43]) 
� Jesus has power over/will “heal” the woman bleeding for 12 years (Luke 8:43-48 [Mark 5:25-

34]) 

 
The Son of Man has power over all things created.   
 
Theme:  God has power over the storms of our life and He alone can heal our brokenness. 
  

“Our Lord calls for fearless trust in Him in spite of terrorizing circumstances.”1  

 
Introduction:  
The events of our passage takes place in the region of Galilee and the immediate context is on 
the Sea of Galilee. Most note how the Sea of Galilee was vulnerable “To such sudden storms 
[because of] its position.” 
 
Six features within the story typify much of life. In fact, if the younger people of our fellowship 
listened to the older people of our fellowship they would hear that there is little new under the 
Sun. Moreover, if the younger people listened to the older people they would hear us 
complain about the same things over and repeatedly. Let us consider the six features. 
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First, IT WAS A LONG DAY. 
 
Luke tells us in verse 22, “Now on one of those days.” In Mark 4, the day referenced in verse 
35 began in verse 1 where he spoke before a numerically significant crowd. This same idea 
occurs often in Luke’s account. He taught them through parables. It was a very long and tiring 
day of ministry. They did not have a minute of solitude or rest. They were physically, 
emotionally, and spiritually exhausted. 
 
Second, IT WAS INSTRUCTIONAL. 
 
Jesus was going to explain the meaning of His public instruction to His disciples. I want to 
believe that what follows is a part of this “private” instruction. When we find ourselves in the 
deep place, let us not forget that God is teaching us. This is a time of great instruction. 
 
Third, IT WAS INTENTIONAL. 
 
Luke 8:22 tells us that Jesus led them into the boat and across the Sea. Notice His intent. It was 
to go to the other side. Sometimes we desire to dictate what this looks like. Consider this 
thought from the apostle Paul when aboard a vessel that would appear to be doomed in Acts 
27:21-26. Paul knew he was going to get to where God promised him, but he also knew that it 
would include much toil. 
 
Fourth, IT WAS DRAINING PHYSICALLY AND EMOTIONALLY. 
 
It is often when we are the most tired both physically and emotionally that we face our 
greatest battles.   
 
Fifth, IT WAS COMMON. 
 
The events we encounter in life are common and widely experienced by many. Notice Mark 4: 
36, “And other boats were with him.” This same idea is present in 1 Corinthians 10:13. These 
other ships did not have the comfort of an immediate presence. They struggled in His physical 
absence. Consider how great their trial might have appeared. 
 
Finally, LIFE OFTEN GOES FROM BAD TO WORSE (v. 23 [i.e. deteriorates]). 
 
Verse 23 tells us that their day did not get easier – it got HARDER! Once in the boat they met 
an incredible storm.   
 
The storm was so great the boat was being buffeted ([Mark 4:37] like a boxer beating a bag or 
an opponent). The water filled the boat. Matthew 8:24 tells us it was “covered” with water. The 
boat was sinking. 
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It is in this context that we have our story. Let us now note the actions of two groups: the 
disciples and our Lord. 
 
I. First, let us consider the response of the disciples to the storm.  
 

A. They were very afraid (Luke 8:23; Mark 4:40) 
 

Remember these were fishermen. They were used to storms and hard weather. Yet this storm 
was so terrible that they feared for their lives. Why did they fear? 
  

B. They had no faith (Luke 8:25). 
 

1. They had no faith in God’s control. 
 

a. Who led them into the storm? He said let us pass over to the other 
side. Could a storm now stop Him from fulfilling His objective? 

b. Who controls the storm? 
 
God is more than the sum total of His attributes. God is BIG and man is small. The Bible is 
persistent in showing us that God is in control of life’s storms. 
 

� Joseph and his brothers (Gen. 50:19, 20) 
� Samson’s disobedience (Judges 14:1-4) 
� A randomly shot arrow (1 Kings 22:34) 
� The story of Job (Job 1:21; 13:15) 
� The atrocities of the Tribulation (Rev. 17:16, 17) 

 
I cannot explain how the purpose of God works through the will of man, only that He does.   
 
Making it personal: 
Right now, you are in a storm. God has led you there in ways that we cannot understand. Will 
you trust Him to teach you truth? Will you rest in Him to guide you to the other shore? 
 

2. They had no faith in God’s compassion (Luke 8:24; Mark 4:38). 
 
This question plagues all of us, “Does God care?” “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” 
 
“In Luke (Lu 8:24) this is doubled—in token of their life-and-death earnestness—‘Master, 
Master.’”2  
 
Who do you think said this? Their cry was one of fear, panic, and bewilderment. They 
questioned whether God really cares. Have you ever been there? They assumed that God’s 
apparent inactivity and notable silence was because of indifference or absence. They failed 
to know and see God in each detail.   
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 “The panic stricken disciples woke Him with a cry of reproach at His apparent indifference to 
their situation.”3  
 
II. Second, let us consider the response of our Lord to the storm. 
 
I use the plural storms because there were two storms present. One was in the weather and the 
other in the hearts of His disciples. 
 

A. Notice His response to the weather. 
 

1. He slept! (Luke 8:24) 
 
When I watch the grandchildren, I have a tendency to fall asleep and their response is always, 
“Wake up, Wake up, Wake up!” 
 
We would be amiss if we failed to remember the other “prophet” who slept in a boat in the 
midst of an intense storm. “Jonah’s sought to silence God’s displeasure by sleeping. Jesus 
sought to celebrate God’s control by sleeping.” How could He sleep in the midst of the storm? 
He believed in God! 
 

2. He stopped the storm. (Luke 8:24) 
 

“He that made the seas can make them quiet.”4  
 
He “muzzled” it. As a wild dog muzzled, it could no longer bite them. Before we continue 
with this text, we need to note the immediate context provided by Mark 5:1 and following. As 
soon as they leave the boat, an aggressive demoniac meets them. I have to believe their hearts 
were still racing and faint from the storm and now they are immediately met by another 
“storm.”   
 

B. His response to the disciples (Luke 8:24, 25; Mark 4:40). 
 

1. He calmed their fears by stopping the storm (Luke 8:24; Mark 4:39) 
2. He questioned their faith (Luke 8:25; Mark 4:40) 

 
Nothing could happen unless God allowed it. You will have one of two responses to life’s 
trials: FEAR or FAITH. 
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III. The response of the disciples to the Lord of Glory (Luke 8:25; Mark 4:41). 
 
Consider the contrast between the disciples in Luke 8:25 and that of the demons in 8:28. 
 
Closing Illustration: 
 
I would like to contrast my father’s passing as a faithless fourteen year old, with that of getting 
hit by lightning on August 26, 1996 / faith = no fear. 
 
APPLICATION (Making it Personal, What is the NEXT STEP, Making it very practical) 
 

� First, let us consider a question. 
 
How big is your fear? How big is your God?   
 

� Second, let us make an observation. 
 
Difficulties are but opportunities for Him to display His power.   
 

� Third, let me leave you with four action steps. 
 
1. Learn to know who God is in a practical, relational manner. This will only happen by 

spending time with Him. 
2. Learn to see your circumstances through God’s eyes and not yours. If you live by sight, 

you will struggle. You must learn to live by faith. You must know that God is in control 
and the events of life are in His hand and under His plan. They are expressions of His 
love, mercy, grace, and kindness.   

3. Right now, acknowledge God in your storm. You must choose to understand your 
circumstances by what you know to be true. I invite you today to make a simple gesture 
of affirmation to the loving hand of God by affirming His control and saying that He is 
enough no matter what and He is all you need in the absence of everything else. 

4. Learn the promises of God and believe that nothing will fail of all that He has promised. 
 

� Fourth, let us wrap it up. 
 
For the young, graduation is not only a season of release, but also one of uncertainty. You are 
about to take and make some big decisions. You will make choices and all of your choices have 
consequences. Friend, God is in control and He really cares. Come to Him now and find His 
rest. 
 
For those of us who have already lived large sections of life: divorce, death, physical ailments, 
child rearing, job change, and unemployment plague our existence. How deep is the water in 
your boat? Friend, God is in control and He really cares. Come to Him now and find His rest. 
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By the way, Mark 4:38 records a disciple making the statement, “Teacher, do you not care that 
we are perishing?” I would guess that question was asked by Peter! Did Peter learn? Yes… 
 

“casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” (1 Pet. 5:7) 

 
God is in control and God cares for you. 
 
 
                                                           
1 Royce Gordon Gruenler, “Mark,” in Baker Commentary on the Bible, ed. Walter A. Elwell, [Grand Rapids: Baker 
Book House, 1989], 774. 
2 http://www.ccel.org/ccel/jamieson/jfb.xi.ii.v.html 
3 BKC, 122.   
4 Matthew Henry’s Commentary on Mark 4. 


