
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is 
determined by design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching 
focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting 
mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 
invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a 
divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 

 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 
him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 

 
Date:  November 6, 2016 

Sermon Title: “What We Learn from the Assault of the Serpent’s Seed” 
 
Text:  Heb. 13:1-6, Misc. 

Author:  Patrick J. Griffiths ©2016 



 

 
1 

Date:  November 6, 2016 
Title:  What We Learn from the Assault of the Serpent’s Seed 
Text:  Heb. 13:1-6   
Theme: Praying for the persecuted church awakens us to the larger Story in which we exist. 
 
Introduction:  
 
As a Church, we daily and regularly pray for our brothers and sisters who exist in a political 
and/or religious context where their faith in Christ is attacked. Today is the INTERNATIONAL 
DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH. Such a day exists to remind us to pray 
for those who are persecuted. I would like to take time to reflect and comment on this day. 
 
I taught Hebrews 13:1-6 on April 21, 2013. I would like to comment on the idea of praying for 
our brothers and sisters who exist in a context of persecution. 
 
“Often, near the end of New Testament epistles, there is a concluding section that strings 
together a variety of direct, practical admonitions. Brief statements are ‘appended’ to the body 
of writing, which convey to the readers what to do and what not to do, based on the entire 
proposition and argument of the letter.  In the case of Hebrews, after the theme has been 
presented, explained and argued (that Jesus is Superior to Moses, etc.), the writer concludes with 
these direct admonitions to the readers:”1 
 
This text comes abruptly to the reader.  If we read it as those who are persecuted or in the context 
of persecution, it has immediate weight.   
 
Let us not despise those who waffle in their faith.  When we come across those who were driven 
from their home for their faith, let us show them hospitality.  Let us remember those who have 
been imprisoned for their faith.  Do not use this time of duress and persecution as an excuse to 
live immoral lives.  Do not exploit others for financial gain.  Learn to be content with what you 
have.  And why is it we can live such lives?  God is with us and He is the one who helps us.  In 
comparison to God, what can man do to us?   
 
Hebrews celebrates the primacy of Jesus in the Story of God.  He completes the Story.  What 
appears confusing and veiled is revealed and planned.  Nothing expressed in our text is to be 
separated from the primacy of Jesus Christ.  Any service we render and any sacrifice required 
is for Him.  The service is simply the means to the end of living Him. 
 
This is what God says to His people, people who have embraced the superiority of Jesus Christ. 
I want us to think about how instruction is tied to promise in Heb. 13:1-6. I think there is a 
connection; these simple admonitions do share a common theme.  This is what believing the 
priesthood of Jesus looks like lived out in the life of His people.  His priesthood changes how I 
live my life. 
 
Let us remember the entire premise throughout the book of Hebrews.  Jesus Christ is our great 
high priest and He alone and only is enough in this life and in the life to come.  Let us remember 
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how suffering is a consequence of faith and God is overseeing the process of our suffering for 
our good and His glory. 
 
It is in this context that we are reminded to LOVE ONE ANOTHER.  This is what the substance 
looks like played out in shadow form in the context of relationships.  Both strangers and 
prisoners fall into the same category of displacement. 
 

• Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are 

mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. (Hebrews 13:3) 

• Remember my chains. Grace be with you. (Colossians 4:18) 

 
Prisoners are those imprisoned because of gospel persecution.  The actual organic union we 
have with one another because of our placement in Christ is celebrated.  Treat people, feel for 
people, in the same manner you wish to be felt. 
 
The reference to body enables me to put us into one “pot.”  There is something vital to our 
relationship that is to transcend our pettiness.  I might not agree with someone inside the body 
of Christ, but I must always recognize they are my siblings and God is our Father, Jesus is our 
Head, and the Holy Spirit binds us together as one. 
 
I would like to suggest to you four truths taught to us by the suffering church. The first forms 
our porch or foundation to our house. The middle two will teach us something about the house 
built and the back porch helps us walk out of the house. 

 
I. First, through suffering, the church remembers the Seed Promise (Gen. 3:15).  
 

• “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise 
you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.” (Gen. 3:15). 

 
Listen to Hebrews 10:32-40. 
 

• 32 “And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David 
and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, 
obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received 
back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting their release, so that they might 
obtain a better resurrection; 36 and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and 
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death 
with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 38 (men of 
whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground. 
39 And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 because 
God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be made perfect” (Heb. 
10:32-40). 
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Listen to Luke 11:47-51. 
 

• 47 “Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets, and it was your fathers who killed them. 48 So you 
are witnesses and approve the deeds of your fathers; because it was they who killed them, and you build 
their tombs. 49 For this reason also the wisdom of God said, 'I will send to them prophets and apostles, and 
some of them they will kill and some they will persecute, 50 so that the blood of all the prophets, shed since 
the foundation of the world, may be charged against this generation, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood 
of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the house of God; yes, I tell you, it shall be charged 
against this generation.” (Luke 11:47-51). 

 
The Bible testifies to the truth of Genesis 3:15 by the pursuit of the Serpent’s Seed. 
 
Listen to 1 Peter 5:8. 
 

• “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). 

 
The language in the Book of Revelation is clear as to assault of the Serpent’s Seed against that of 
the woman’s.  
 
“Tertullian, c. 155 – c. 240 AD, was a prolific early Christian author from Carthage in the Roman 
province of Africa.”2 
 
“Apologeticus (Latin: Apologeticum or Apologeticus)[1] is Tertullian's most famous work,[2] 
consisting of apologetic and polemic. In this work Tertullian defends Christianity, demanding 
legal toleration and that Christians be treated as all other sects of the Roman Empire. It is in this 
treatise that one finds the phrase: ‘the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church’ 
(Apologeticus, Chapter 50).”3 
 
“This title has been almost literally copied from Tertullian, who in the year 197 wrote: ‘The blood 
[of martyrs] is the seed of Christians’. The same idea was already to be found in the mid 2nd 
century in a speech by an unknown author made to the pagan Diogneto: ‘Do you not see that 
[the Christians] thrown to the wild beasts - that they may recant the Lord - do not allow 
themselves to be beaten? Do you not see that the more they are punished, the more the others 
increase in numbers?’ (7, 7-8). One of Tertullian’s contemporaries was Ippolito Romano, who, 
during the persecutions organised by Septimius Severus, wrote that a large number of men, 
attracted to the faith by martyrs, also became God’s martyrs (see Commentary to Daniel, II, 38).”4 
 
“Since Jesus laid down His life, 43 million Christians have become martyrs. Right now 200 
million people face persecution for believing in Jesus and 60% of those people are children, 
according to Christians in Crisis International Ministry, a prayer advocacy ministry for 
persecuted believers.”5 
 
Christian Freedom International has found that more than 200 million followers are facing 
persecution in 105 countries. This makes Christianity the most persecuted religion in the world. 
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The report has found that more Christians have been martyred in the 20th and 21st centuries than 
during the previous 19 combined.6 
 
The New Testament is clear on this matter, “Those who live godly in Christ Jesus suffer 
persecution.” The reason for this can be traced all the way back to Genesis 3:15. 
 

• 18 “And when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name 
of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, ‘Whether it is right in the sight of God to give 
heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge; 20 for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen 
and heard.’ 21 When they had threatened them further, they let them go (finding no basis on which to 
punish them) on account of the people, because they were all glorifying God for what had happened” (Acts 
4:18-21). 
 

• 40 “They took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged them and ordered them not to speak 
in the name of Jesus, and then released them. 41 So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, 
rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name. 42 And every day, in the 
temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ” (Acts 5:40-
42). 
 

• “strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, ‘Through 
many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God’” (Acts 14:22). 

 

• 27 “Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see 
you or remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving 
together for the faith of the gospel; 28 in no way alarmed by your opponents--which is a sign of destruction 
for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God. 29 For to you it has been granted for Christ's 
sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 30 experiencing the same conflict which 
you saw in me, and now hear to be in me” (Phil. 1:27-30). 

 

• 13 “but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation 

of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 

because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or 

thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 16 but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, 

but is to glorify God in this name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if 

it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 AND IF 

IT IS WITH DIFFICULTY THAT THE RIGHTEOUS IS SAVED, WHAT WILL BECOME OF THE GODLESS 

MAN AND THE SINNER? 19 Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust 

their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right” (1 Pet. 4:13-19). 

 

• “indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim. 3:12). 

 
The persecution of our Lord’s Seed fulfills an ancient promise. When we think and pray for our 
brothers and sisters, let us do so by believing the promise. 
 
II. Second, through suffering, the church proclaims the gospel in places otherwise restricted 

(Phil. 1:12, 13). 

 
• 12 “Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of 

the gospel, 13 so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known throughout the whole 

praetorian guard and to everyone else” (Phil. 1:12, 13). 
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Those who stand fast in their faith in Christ, proclaim the gospel in a context that is threatened 
by and threatens the Woman’s’ Seed. We are not to pity, but pray for those who find themselves 
in dire circumstances. 
 
III. Third, through suffering, the church is powerful in its witness (Phil. 1:14).  

 
• “and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage 

to speak the word of God without fear” (Phil. 1:14). 

In the same letter, in fact it is the very next verse, Paul wrote “Because of my chains, most of the 
brothers in the Lord have been encouraged to speak the word of God more courageously and 
fearlessly.” (Phil. 1:14) 
 
Friend, we can read the testimony of those who have suffered for the gospel in the face of 
immeasurable odds and stood firm. We marvel and wonder how. But let us be assured that in 
those moments the grace of God proves strong and we, like them, would stand. 
 
IV. Finally, through suffering, the church is E PLURIBUS UNUM (1 Cor. 12:20-26). 

 
The motto of the United States is e pluribus unum Latin for “Out of Many, one.” Out of many, 
one (motto of the U.S., appearing on most U.S. currency and on the Great Seal of the United 
States).  
 
Listen to 1 Corinthians 12:20-25. 
 

• 20 “But now there are many members, but one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need 
of you’; or again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ 22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the 
members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; 23 and those members of the body which we 
deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable members become 
much more presentable, 24 whereas our more presentable members have no need of it. But God has so 
composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, 25 so that there may be no 
division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member 
suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it”              
(1 Cor. 12:20-25). 

 
Often, we read and hear of those who suffer for the gospel as if they are a separate breed of 
people. Friends, they are bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. If you do not hurt when they 
hurt, if you do not bleed when they bleed, it is because you have not entered into their sufferings. 
I wish to believe that by our continued exposure to the persecuted church, our union in Christ 
has been heightened. Let us not leave this area, but increase and pray more regularly for them. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
“[Nun (ن).]  That’s the Arabic letter pronounced ‘nun.’ The genocidal Muslims of ISIS used it to 
mark Christian houses, businesses, and properties in Mosul, according to a report in Rorate 
Caeli. Why ‘nun’? Here: 
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Nun (ن), the 14th letter of the Arabic alphabet (the equivalent of letter N in our Roman alphabet), 
is the first letter of the word Nasara ( نصارى: Nazarenes), the way Muslims have called Christians 
since the beginning of their invasion of the Christian world in the 7th century — Christians 
under Muslim rule never called themselves thus, since the intent of Muslims was to portray 
Christians as a contemptible and disobedient sect. 
 
It is much like the first century “fish.” “The Greek word for fish is "ichthys." As early as the first 
century, Christians made an acrostic from this word: Iesous Christos Theou Yios Soter, i.e. Jesus 
Christ, Son of God, Savior. Greeks, Romans, and many other pagans used the fish symbol before 
Christians. Hence the fish, unlike, say, the cross, attracted little suspicion, making it a perfect 
secret symbol for persecuted believers. When threatened by Romans in the first centuries after 
Christ, Christians used the fish mark meeting places and tombs, or to distinguish friends from 
foes. According to one ancient story, when a Christian met a stranger in the road, the Christian 
sometimes drew one arc of the simple fish outline in the dirt. If the stranger drew the other arc, 
both believers knew they were in good company.”7 
 
Rorate Caeli goes on: 
 

“They mean it as a mark of shame, we must then wear it as a mark of hope: Yes, we are in the 
army of the Resurrected Nazarene, the Master and Lord of the Universe, the Man who is God 
Almighty, the Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity. You may kill our brethren and expel 
them, but we Christians will never go away.”8  
 

Let us pray for our brothers and sisters this twofold prayer. 
1. First, they would know and experience the joy of His presence. 

2. Second, they would know and experience the joy of His power.  

1 http://www.bible.ca/ef/expository-hebrews-13-1-6.htm   
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tertullian   
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apologeticus   
4 http://www.clerus.org/clerus/dati/2004-05/31-13/12MarIn.html   
5 https://www.cru.org/train-and-grow/spiritual-growth/prayer/pray-for-persecuted-church.html    
6 http://www.christiantoday.com/article/one.christian.is.martyred.every.five.minutes.persecution.watchdog.reports/65368.htm   
7 http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/2008/august/what-is-origin-of-christian-fish-symbol.html  
8 http://www.theamericanconservative.com/dreher/nun-the-sign-of-genocide-mosul-christians/    

                                                 


