
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  October 29, 2017 
Title:  The Five Solas - Points from the Past that Should Matter to You  

Text:  Ephesians 2:1-10 
Theme: We are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, as revealed in 

the scripture alone, to the glory of God alone.  
 
Introduction:  
 
What could possibly go wrong? 
 
“On January 28, 1986, the Space Shuttle Challenger (OV-99) broke apart 73 seconds into its flight, 
killing all seven crew members, which consisted of five NASA astronauts and two payload 
specialists. The spacecraft disintegrated over the Atlantic Ocean, off the coast of Cape Canaveral, 
Florida. Disintegration of the vehicle began after an O-ring seal in its right solid rocket booster 
(SRB) failed at liftoff. The O-ring was not designed to fly under unusually cold conditions as in 
this launch. Its failure caused a breach in the SRB joint it sealed, allowing pressurized burning 
gas from within the solid rocket motor to reach the outside and impinge upon the adjacent SRB 
aft field joint attachment hardware and external fuel tank. This led to the separation of the right-
hand field joint attachment and the structural failure of the external tank.”1 
 
On February 1, 2003, the space shuttle Columbia broke apart while re-entering the atmosphere 
over Texas, killing all seven crew members on board. The disaster occurred minutes before 
Columbia was scheduled to land at Florida’s Kennedy Space Center. An investigation later 
determined the catastrophe was caused by a problem that took place shortly after launch on 
January 16, when a piece of foam insulation broke off from the shuttle’s propellant tank and 
damaged the edge of the shuttle’s left wing. The Columbia disaster was the second major 
tragedy in the history of the space shuttle program after the space shuttle Challenger broke apart 
shortly after launch on January 28, 1986, and all seven astronauts on board perished.2 
 
Just the smallest detail can lead to catastrophic consequences. If such is true in the physical 
realm, how much more so in the spiritual realm. 
 
”The Reformation doctrine of justification by faith is, and has always been, the number one 
target of the enemy's attack. It provides the foundation of the bridge that reconciles God and 
man-without that key doctrine, Christianity falls. But the doctrine the Reformers so 
painstakingly clarified, even spilled blood over, has become so muddled today that many 
Protestants barely recognize it. 
Sadly, there are some who react against a clear presentation of justification, calling it nothing 
more than useless hair-splitting. Many evangelicals, ignorant and unconcerned of their 
Protestant roots, are blithely embracing [a religious ecumenicalism that tolerates everything and 
rejects nothing]. The issue, [needing to be remembered], is justification by faith alone. Those 
who do not adhere to that fundamental biblical doctrine are not going to heaven.  
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Back to the Beginning  
In the 1500s a fastidious monk, who by his own testimony ‘hated God,’ was studying Paul's 
epistle to the Romans. He couldn't get past the first half of Romans 1:17: ‘[In the gospel] is the 
righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith’ (KJV). 
One simple, biblical truth changed that monk's life-and ignited the Protestant Reformation. It 
was the realization that God's righteousness could become the sinner's righteousness-and that 
could happen through the means of faith alone. Martin Luther found the truth in the same verse 
he had stumbled over, Romans 1:17: ‘Therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to 
faith: as it is written, the just shall live by faith’ (KJV, emphasis added). 
Justification by faith was the great truth that dawned on Luther and dramatically altered the 
church. Because Christians are justified by faith alone, their standing before God is not in any 
way related to personal merit. Good works and practical holiness do not provide the grounds 
for acceptance with God. God receives as righteous those who believe, not because of any good 
thing He sees in them-not even because of His own sanctifying work in their lives-but solely on 
the basis of Christ's righteousness, which is reckoned to their account. ‘To the one who does not 
work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness’ 
(Romans 4:5). That is justification. 
In biblical terms, justification is a divine verdict of "not guilty-fully righteous." It is the reversal 
of God's attitude toward the sinner. Whereas He formerly condemned, He now vindicates. 
Although the sinner once lived under God's wrath, as a believer he or she is now under God's 
blessing.  
Justification is more than simple pardon; pardon alone would still leave the sinner without merit 
before God. So when God justifies He imputes divine righteousness to the sinner (Romans 4:22-
25). Christ's own infinite merit thus becomes the ground on which the believer stands before 
God (Romans 5:19; 1 Corinthians 1:30; Philippians 3:9). So justification elevates the believer to a 
realm of full acceptance and divine privilege in Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, because of justification, believers not only are perfectly free from any charge of guilt 
(Romans 8:33) but also have the full merit of Christ reckoned to their personal account (Romans 
5:17). Here are the forensic realities that flow out of justification: 

• We are adopted as sons and daughters (Romans 8:15)  

• We become fellow-heirs with Christ (v. 17)  

• We are united with Christ so that we become one with Him (1 Corinthians 6:17)  

• We are henceforth "in Christ" (Galatians 3:27) and He in us (Colossians 1:27)  
What's the Big Deal [why must we see the entirety of God’s redemptive work as holistic and not 
parceled out and dissected]? 
The difference between [all world religions – synergism] and the Reformers [monergism] is no 
example of theological hair-splitting. The corruption of the doctrine of justification results in 
several other grievous theological errors. 
If sanctification is included in justification, the justification is a process, not an event. That makes 
justification progressive, not complete. Our standing before God is then based on subjective 
experience, not secured by an objective declaration. Justification can therefore be experienced 
and then lost. Assurance of salvation in this life becomes practically impossible because security 
can't be guaranteed. The ground of justification ultimately is the sinner's own continuing present 
virtue, not Christ's perfect righteousness and His atoning work. 
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What's so important about the doctrine of justification by faith alone? It is the doctrine upon 
which the confessing church stands or falls. Without it there is no salvation, no sanctification, 
no glorification-nothing.”3 
 
“When Martin Luther posted his ninety-five theses, he hoped to spark discussion and renewal 
within his beloved church. He wanted people to discover the wideness of God’s grace in Christ. 
He longed for them to see themselves as above all else baptized into Christ. The resulting 
movements led by Luther, John Calvin, Huldrych Zwingli, and other Reformers helped renew 
focus on Scripture, faith, grace, Christ, and God’s glory. It also led to persecution, death, conflict, 
and perpetual fragmentation among Christ’s body.”4 
 
“The Protestant Reformation of the 16th century changed Christianity forever. Roused to action 
by the corruption and abuses they saw in the Roman Catholic church of the time, visionary 
pastors and leaders like Martin Luther and John Calvin spearheaded a movement that 
transformed Christianity and eventually led to the emergence of the Protestant denominations 
that exist today. The Reformers were guided by the conviction that the church of their day had 
drifted away from the essential, original teachings of Christianity, especially in regard to what 
it was teaching about salvation—how people can be forgiven of sin through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ and receive eternal life with God. The Reformation sought to re-
orient Christianity on the original message of Jesus and the early church.”5 
 
“The Five Solas are five Latin phrases (or slogans) that emerged from the Protestant 
Reformation intended to summarize the Reformers' basic theological principles in contrast to 
certain teachings of the Roman Catholic Church of the day. These phrases may be found 
individually expressed in the various writings of the 16th century Reformers, either explicitly or 
implicitly, but they are not found presented as a list per se. It is most likely the list of Solas came 
about later.”6 
 
“Simply put, The Five Solas constitute the gospel legacy of the Reformation. With the primacy of 
Scripture as God’s supreme authority, and the early church as a model, Protestant Reformers 
jettisoned universal papal authority and, at varying degrees, spurned traditional beliefs and 
customs that had grown up in medieval Catholicism (e.g., monastic vows, pilgrimages, 
veneration of the saints, indulgences). They sought to reestablish the essence and organization 
of the church to bring it in line with Scripture. They generally reduced the number of sacraments 
from the traditional seven to only two: baptism and the Lord’s Supper.”7 
 
The Five Solas are: 
 

1. Sola Scriptura (“Scripture alone”): The Bible alone is our highest authority. 

2. Sola Fide (“faith alone”): We are saved through faith alone in Jesus Christ. 

3. Sola Gratia (“grace alone”): We are saved by the grace of God alone. 

4. Solus Christus (“Christ alone”): Jesus Christ alone is our Lord, Savior, and King. 

5. Soli Deo Gloria (“to the glory of God alone”): We live for the glory of God alone. 
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Theo-Centric [God Centered] 

VERSUS 

Anthropo-Centric  
[Man Centered] 

Scripture Alone 
No Human Authority, Experience, 
Or Tradition. 

Grace Alone 
God freely gives what humanity 
cannot earn. The “flow” is one way. 

Faith Alone 
Nothing in our hands we bring, 
only to the cross we cling. 

Christ Alone 
There is no one nor nothing that is 
beside Him or beyond Him. 

Glory of God Alone 
Everything created is from Him, 
through Him, and for Him. 

 
The intent of this is singular: Jesus plus nothing equals everything; everything minus Jesus 
equals nothing. There is no one beside Him and there is nothing beyond Him. 
 
When I take up the idea of the five solas, I cannot help but see all of God’s redemptive work as 
falling inside of this orbit. There is but one Sun in this solar system and everything else revolves 
around it. Listen carefully to a subtle attack on this idea. 
 

“But while they may pay lip service to Grace and monergism, the New Law idea is simple: 
Justification is our entrance into the kingdom, but sanctification (that is our good Works) 
are what keep us in the kingdom.”8 

 
Whatever light is seen in the moon, it is only a reflective light. The moon has no power to 
generate its own light. 
 
“Unwarranted confidence in human ability is a product of fallen human nature ... God's grace 
in Christ is not merely necessary but is the sole efficient cause of salvation. We confess that 
human beings are born spiritually dead and are incapable even of cooperating with regenerating 
grace. We reaffirm that in salvation we are rescued from God's wrath by his grace alone. It is the 
supernatural work of the Holy Spirit that brings us to Christ by releasing us from our bondage 
to sin and raising us from spiritual death to spiritual life. We deny that salvation is in any sense 
a human work. Human methods, techniques or strategies by themselves cannot accomplish this 
transformation. Faith is not produced by our unregenerated human nature.”9 
 
Let’s have a brief look at each of these five points. 
 
  



 

 

5 

Outline: 
 
I. SOLA SCRIPTURA 

 
• 14 “You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom 

you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to 
give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired 
by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the 
man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:14-17). 

 
“The Scriptures are our ultimate and trustworthy authority for faith and practice. This doesn’t 
mean that the Bible is the only place where truth is found, but it does mean that everything else 
we learn about God and his world, and all other authorities, should be understood in light of 
Scripture. The Bible gives us everything we need for our theology.”10 
 

• Define Scripture: it’s God’s word written—the Bible. 
• The sense of ‘alone’ in this phrase: Scripture alone is our highest and final authority 
(instead of Scripture is our only source of knowledge or authority). 

• What we say ‘no’ to here: No Human Authority, Experience, or Tradition are the same as 
or supersedes the biblical text. 

 
II. SOLA FIDE AND SOLA GRATIA 
 
Sola fide and sola gratia express the teaching of Ephesians 2:8-10: 
 

• 8 “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 

not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:8-10). 

 
“We are saved solely through faith in Jesus Christ because of God’s grace and Christ’s merit 
alone. We are not saved by our merits or declared righteous by our good works. God grants 
salvation not because of the good things we do, and [is] despite our sin. As humans, we inherited 
(from our ancestor Adam) a nature that is enslaved to sin. Because of our nature, we are 
naturally enemies of God and lovers of evil. We need to be made alive (regenerated) so that we 
can even have faith in Christ. God graciously chooses to give us new hearts so that we trust in 
Christ and are saved through faith alone. God graciously preserves us and keeps us. When we 
are faithless toward him, he is still faithful. We can only stand before God by his grace as he 
mercifully attributes to us the righteousness of Jesus Christ and attributes to him the 
consequences of our sins. Jesus’ life of perfect righteousness is counted as ours, and our records 
of sin and failure were counted to Jesus when he died on the cross.”11 
 

• Define grace: it’s God’s unmerited favour, not a substance infused into us. 
• The sense of ‘alone’ in this phrase: salvation comes to us entirely as God’s generous gift. 
• What we say ‘no’ to here: that God’s gift is a wage earned or a reward for living a “good” 
life. 
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• Define faith: it’s trust in God and his promises (not mere doctrinal assent, nor a positive 
religious feeling in the absence of evidence, pace Dawkins!) 

• The sense of ‘alone’ in this phrase: God’s gracious justification is received by faith alone. 
• What we say ‘no’ to here: a rejection of complete reliance on God for our salvation and a 
belief in our ability to save ourselves.  

 
Faith alone saves, but faith is never alone. However [BUT], such work is neither measurable or 
merit able. The JESUS SEED always produces GOSPEL FRUIT. But the flow is always from God 
to humanity. It is never from humanity to God. 
 
III. SOLUS CHRISTUS 
 

• “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
 

• “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me’” 
(John 14:6). 

 

• “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given 
among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

 

• 30 “and after he brought them out, he said, ‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’ 31 They said, ‘Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household’” (Acts 16:30, 31). 

 

• 5 “For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave 
Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time” (1 Tim. 2:5, 6). 

 

“God has given the ultimate revelation of himself to us by sending Jesus Christ, Colossians 1:15. 
Only through God’s gracious self-revelation in Jesus do we come to a saving and transforming 
knowledge of God. 1 Timothy 1:5. Because God is holy and all humans are sinful and sinners, 1 
John 1:1 Hebrews 7:25 Romans 8:34. Neither religious rituals nor good works mediate between 
us and God. Acts 4:12 by which a person can be saved other than the name of Jesus. Hebrews 
7:23, and his sacrificial death alone can atone for sin.”12 
 

• Define Christ: Jesus Christ, God’s Son in his person and work—as priest and sacrifice. 
• The sense of ‘alone’ in this phrase: the righteousness of Jesus Christ is the sole basis of 
our justification, so on the grounds of his redeeming sacrifice [and confirming 
resurrection] Jesus is the only and unique mediator between God and humans. 

• What we say ‘no’ to here: we come to God only through Christ and his finished work on 
the cross, not by other mediators. More broadly, there are no other ways to God except 
through Jesus Christ (i.e. we cannot get to God by other religious leaders such as 
Muhammad, Buddha, etc.). 
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IV. SOLI DEO GLORIA 
 

• 33 “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and unfathomable His ways! 34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO 
BECAME HIS COUNSELOR? 35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK 
TO HIM AGAIN? 36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. 
Amen” (Rom. 11:33-36). 

 
“Glory belongs to God alone. God’s glory is the central motivation for salvation, not improving 
the lives of people—though that is a wonderful by product. God is not a means to an end—he 
is the means and the end. The goal of all of life is to give glory to God alone: ‘Whether you eat 
or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God’ (1 Corinthians 10:31).  As The 
Westminster Catechism says, the chief purpose of human life is ‘to glorify God and enjoy him 
forever.’”13 
  
“We are not diplomats but prophets, and our message is not a compromise but an ultimatum.”14 
Aiden Wilson Tozer 
 
This does not make us mean spirited or unkind. It is simply a matter of right or wrong, heaven 
or hell. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. All other world religions are wrong. 
2. There are large portions of professing Christianity that are equally wrong. 
3. There is only one gospel and it is to be protected and proclaimed. 
 
 

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_Shuttle_Challenger_disaster  
2 http://www.history.com/topics/columbia-disaster  
3 http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/the-protestant-protest-1326542.html  
4 https://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/worship-resources-for-the-500th-anniversary-of-the-
protestant-reformation/  
5 http://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/the-five-solas-of-the-protestant-reformation.html  
6 https://www.theopedia.com/five-solas  
7 http://www.chriscastaldo.com/2017/06/06/preaching-the-five-solas/  
8 http://www.christholdfast.org/blog/keep-looking-desiring-god  
9 Cambridge Declaration 
10 http://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/the-five-solas-of-the-protestant-reformation.html  
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14 https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/aidenwilso385844.html?src=t_compromise  

                                                           


