
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  It 

represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt to 

continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him at 

pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  January 23, 2022 

Title:  Heaven and Hell as the Righteous Judgment of God 

Text:  2 Thessalonians 1:5-12 

Theme: Whatever heaven might be, hell is its opposite. To understand the one is to 

understand the other. 

 

Introduction: 
 

On May 13, 2016, Mark Strauss in National Geographic wrote an article entitled, “The Campaign 

to Eliminate Hell” with the tagline, “A new generation of evangelical scholars are challenging 

the idea that sinners are doomed to eternal torment—but traditionalists are pushing back.” 

He writes, “Hell isn’t as popular as it used to be. Over the last 20 years, the number of Americans 
who believe in the fiery down under has dropped from 71 percent to 58 percent. Heaven, by 
contrast, fares much better and, among Christians, remains an almost universally accepted 
concept.  Underlying these statistics is a conundrum that continues to tug at the conscience of 
some Christians, who find it difficult to reconcile the existence of a just, loving God with a 
doctrine that dooms billions of people to eternal punishment.”1 
 

The infamous anti-Christian apologist Bart Ehrman notes in his article, What Jesus Really Said 

About Heaven and Hell, “Neither Jesus, nor the Hebrew Bible he interpreted, endorsed the view 

that departed souls go to paradise or everlasting pain. Unlike most Greeks, ancient Jews 

traditionally did not believe the soul could exist at all apart from the body. On the contrary, for 

them, the soul was more like the “breath.” The first human God created, Adam, began as a lump 

of clay; then God “breathed” life into him (Genesis 2: 7). Adam remained alive until he stopped 

breathing. Then it was dust to dust, ashes to ashes.”2 

 

Ehrman’s bio reads, “Ehrman is a leading authority on the New Testament and the history of 

early Christianity, and the author or editor of more than thirty books, including the just 

published Heaven and Hell. He is a Distinguished Professor of Religious Studies at the University 

of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.” 

 

Erhman might be a real New Testament Scholar/Academic, but he does not believe in Jesus as 

Savior and Lord and does not believe in the inspiration of the Bible both Old and New 

Testament. 

 

The New York Times on January 10, 2020, ran an article by Dr. David Bentley Hart entitled, 

“Why Do People Believe in Hell?” The tagline read, “The idea of eternal damnation is neither 

biblically, philosophically nor morally justified. But for many it retains a psychological allure.” 

Dr. Hart is a philosopher, scholar of religion and cultural critic. 

 

“Once the faith of his youth had faded into the serene agnosticism of his mature years, Charles 

Darwin found himself amazed that anyone could even wish Christianity to be true. Not, that is, 
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the kindlier bits — “Love thy neighbor” and whatnot — but rather the notion that unbelievers 

(including relatives and friends) might be tormented in hell forever. No truly accomplished New 

Testament scholar, for instance, believes that later Christianity’s opulent mythology of God’s 

eternal torture chamber is clearly present in the scriptural texts.”3 

 

What is our world to think when such esteemed scholars as those cited dismiss the idea of an 

eternal conscious separation from God? 

 

As a precursor to the study, we need to note how “word studies” are always problematic. 

Context, ultimately, determines meaning. What a word means without context is helpful, but 

not final. Second, framework matters. One’s framework cannot be the determining factor to 

understanding, but framework isn’t of no consequence. The categories of historical theology, 

biblical theology, and systematic theology are necessary categories and have sequential value 

and weight. 

 

Is this a matter of salvation? No and yes. No, as a standalone doctrine. Yes, in that no doctrine 

is a standalone truth. 

 

It is also somewhat odious to defend an eternal punishment for those who reject the Lord Jesus 

as their own, personal Savior from sin and death and for joy and glory. The thought that such is 

odious does not make it any less true. If this is taught by the Christian Scripture, then it is true. 

 

In light of this, let us consider our theme. 

 

The Bible speaks of the place those who die go as “the grave.” In Hebrew, it is Sheol and in 

Greek, it is Hades. There is nothing in the words themselves suggesting anything other than the 

grave as a place for the dead. 

 

As much as I would prefer to eliminate a conscious and eternal separation from God, I cannot 

for the following reasons. I will not answer every argument. However, I will tell you what the 

Bible says. I will work to present this sequential, but there will be some back and forth in the 

study. 

 

1. ‘EAST OF EDEN’ The Storyline of the Bible - Gen. 3:22-24; Gen. 6-9; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6, 

12, 14; Rev. 20:11-15; 22:14, 15; The “Darkside” of Grace - See also Babel [Gen. 11]; Exodus 

12; Taking of Canaan [Deut. 7:1, 2; Joshua 8:23-28]. 

 

 2 Peter 2:4-107 
4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell [Tartarus] and 

committed them to chains [pits] of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment; 5 if he 
did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven 
others, when he brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6 if by turning the cities of 
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Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction, making them an example 
of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly 
distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked 8 (for as that righteous man lived among 
them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he 
saw and heard); 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the 
unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment, 10 and especially those who 
indulge[e] in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority. 

 

 Note on verse 6 – no other translation uses the word extinction. It is not in the original 
Greek. It is implied, but not demanded. The NETBIBLE offers this footnote, “tn Or 
“ruin,” or “extinction.” The first part of this verse more literally reads “And [if] he 
condemned to annihilation the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, by turning them to 
ashes.” Although they translate the Greek in the following manner, “6 and if he turned 
to ashes the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah when he condemned them to destruction,” 

 

 Jude 5-7 
 5 Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a people 
out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels 
who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he 
has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day— 
7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual 
immorality and pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a 
punishment of eternal fire. 

 

 The Rich Man and Lazarus [Luke 16:19-31] 

 

The Rich Man appears to be in conscious torment. He is fully aware that he is separated from 

Abraham’s Bosom. As a parable, we cannot make it walk on all “four legs,” but it does present 

a contrasting picture between eternal bliss and eternal torment. If one is terminal and temporal, 

so also the other. If one is non-ending and permanent, then so also the other. 

 

What the Old Testament referred to as Sheol or the grave, the New Testament expands on and 

explains in Luke 16. Paul also references this place called Abraham’s Bosom as Paradise (Luke 

23:43; 2 Cor. 12:4; Rev. 2:7). 

 

This same type of category can be noted in the idea of Paradise and the third heaven (Luke 23:43; 

2 Cor. 12:4; Rev. 2:7). Jesus descended into Hades or the grave (Acts 2:27, 31), preached to those 

in prison (1 Pet. 3:18-20), and then emptied the side of believers and took them with Him to the 

third heaven or paradise (Eph. 4:8). 

 

I think Luke 16 builds on a historical and common “theology” of the Hebrew Scripture’s 

understanding of sheol. I also thought this is reflected in the language of 2 Peter 2:6 and Jude 6, 

7, and 13. 
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The entire storyline of scripture has woven into its narrative a thread of presence. Mankind was 

created to know and enjoy the presence of God. Sin separated mankind from experiencing this 

presence as previously enjoyed prior to the Fall. Adam and Eve were removed from the 

“presence” of God (Gen. 3:22-24). 

 

The presence of God or His absence is what will make eternity either a paradise or place of 

torment. The consequences of rest or wrath are solely based on the reality or absence of the 

presence of God. The Old Testament speaks of this separation in Isaiah 66 and Daniel 12. 

 

2. The Old Testament Teaching 

 

It is true that the Hebrew Scripture does not give the reader a full explanation of the grave. But 

it is also false to say it says nothing of the grave. The principle of “The Old is the New concealed 

and the New is the Old revealed” does hold true on this topic. 

 

a) Isa. 66:24 “And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have 

rebelled against me. For their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched, and 

they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh.” 

 

b) Daniel 12:2 "Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to 

everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. 

 

Isaiah 66 is of interest.  

 

 Isaiah 66:22-24 
22 “For just as the new heavens and the new earth Which I make will endure before Me," 

declares the LORD, "So your offspring and your name will endure. 23 And it shall be from 

new moon to new moon and from sabbath to sabbath, all mankind will come to bow 

down before Me," says the LORD. 24 Then they will go forth and look on the corpses of 

the men Who have transgressed against Me. For their worm will not die and their fire 

will not be quenched; And they will be an abhorrence to all mankind.” 

 

Isaiah 66 occurs in Mark 9:44-49. It is also referenced in Revelation 22:14, 15. It appears as if 

heaven reminds its occupants of the just sentence of God against all those who did not accept 

Him as their King and Savior. The idea that we would “see” the lost in their “torment” appears 

disturbing to us this side of the final judgment, but in the day of resurrection and judgment we 

will have perfect clarity as to the justice of God in pardoning those who believe in Jesus and 

punishing those who do not believe in Jesus. 
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Mark describes it as the Place Where the Worm Does Not Die and The Fire Is Not Quenched 

(Mark 9:40-50). 

 

 40 "For he who is not against us is for us. 41 "For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink 

because of your name as followers of Christ, truly I say to you, he will not lose his reward. 
42 "Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe to stumble, it would be better for 

him if, with a heavy millstone hung around his neck, he had been cast into the sea. 43 "If 

your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life crippled, than, 

having your two hands, to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire, 44 where THEIR 

WORM DOES NOT DIE, AND THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED. 45 "If your foot causes 

you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame, than, having your two feet, 

to be cast into hell, 46 where THEIR WORM DOES NOT DIE, AND THE FIRE IS NOT 

QUENCHED. 47 "If your eye causes you to stumble, throw it out; it is better for you to 

enter the kingdom of God with one eye, than, having two eyes, to be cast into hell, 48 

where THEIR WORM DOES NOT DIE, AND THE FIRE IS NOT QUENCHED. 49 "For 

everyone will be salted with fire. 50 "Salt is good; but if the salt becomes unsalty, with 

what will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 

another." 

 

The same could be said of Luke 16.  The New Testament fills in the questions concerning 

salvation both positive and negative. Again, as a principle, “The Old Testament is the New 

Testament concealed and the New Testament is the Old Testament revealed.” The story of the 

Rich Man and Lazarus begins revealing the Old Testament Sheol and what happened to the 

Angels who sinned. 

 

3. The use of Hell and Perish in the Gospel of Matthew. 

 

The semantic range of apollumi is varied. It is not fixed. Its meaning is based on context. It is 

the same word family John uses to describe the king over the abyss as the destroyer (Rev. 9:11). 

 

a. The Sermon on the Mount and Gehenna (Matt. 5:22, 29-30). 

 

Quoting again from Bart Erdman. 

 

“In his warnings in the Sermon on the Mount: anyone who calls another a fool, or who allows 
their right eye or hand to sin, will be cast into ‘hell’ (Matthew 5:22, 29-30). But these passages 
are not actually referring to ‘hell.’ The word Jesus uses is ‘Gehenna.’ The term does not refer 
to a place of eternal torment but to a notorious valley just outside the walls of Jerusalem, 
believed by many Jews at the time to be the most unholy, god-forsaken place on earth. It was 
where, according to the Old Testament, ancient Israelites practiced child sacrifice to foreign 
gods. The God of Israel had condemned and forsaken the place. In the ancient world (whether 
Greek, Roman, or Jewish), the worst punishment a person could experience after death was to 
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be denied a decent burial. Jesus developed this view into a repugnant scenario: corpses of those 
excluded from the kingdom would be unceremoniously tossed into the most desecrated 
dumping ground on the planet. Jesus did not say souls would be tortured there. They simply 
would no longer exist.”4 His descriptive is correct; his conclusion is not. 
 
In much of His teaching, Jesus used his surroundings to illustrate truth. And the valley of 
Gehenna graphically visualized for his audience what separation from God would be like. 
 

b. The wide gate leading to Destruction (Matt. 7:13, 14). 
 

 13 “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to 
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is 
hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. 

 

The two paths, two gates lead to two very different outcomes. One brings the pilgrim to life and 

the other to death. Some suggest this destruction is annihilation where there is an absence of 

conscious existence. I, however, do not believe such is the case. Just as life is perpetual and 

eternal presence, so also is death perpetual and eternal absence. 

 

c. The Final Judgment of the “Tares” (Matt. 13:37-43). 
 

 Matt. 13:37-43 
37 And He said, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, 38 and the field is the 

world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the 

sons of the evil one; 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the 

end of the age; and the reapers are angels. 40 "So just as the tares are gathered up and 

burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age. 41 "The Son of Man will send forth 

His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who 

commit lawlessness, 42 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 "Then THE RIGHTEOUS WILL SHINE 

FORTH AS THE SUN in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 
 

Some suggest the “burned with fire” is an “echo” of Daniel 3:6 and “shining forth as the sun” 

cites Daniel 12:3. There is nothing forcing us to think of the burning as leading to extinction. 

 

d. The Olivet Discourse [Matthew 24 and 25] 

(see table on next page) 
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Reference Saved Result Unsaved Result 

24:40 
Two men 

One left  One taken  

24:41 
Two women 

One left  One taken  

24:45-51 
Two servants 

Faithful and Wise 
Servant 

Blessed / Set over 
all His possessions 

(v.46, 47) 

Wicked Servant 
(v.48) 

Cut in pieces / 
weeping and gnashing 

of teeth (v. 51)5 

25:1-13 
Two groups of 

virgins 
Five Wise 

Ready, went in 
(v.10) 

Five Foolish 
I do not know you 

(v.12) 

25:14-30 
Two kinds of 

servants 

Faithful Servants 
Well-done,  

good, and faithful 
servant.   

Enter into joy  
(vv. 21,23) 

Wicked, Slothful, 
and worthless 

servants  
(vv.26, 30) 

Talent removed, cast 
into outer darkness, 

weeping and gnashing 
of teeth (vv.29, 30) Five 

Talents 
Two 

Talents 
One Talent 

25:31-46 
Two nations 

The Sheep 

Right hand 
Blessed, inherit 

the kingdom 
(v.34) 

The Goats 

Left hand - Cursed into 
the eternal fire, go 
away into eternal 

punishment (vv. 41, 46) 

 

The Olivet Discourse sets two polarized pictures of life and death. What is said of one is equally 

said of the other. If we can dismiss an eternal existence of conscious awareness for those who 

reject God, then perhaps it would stand to reason that the opposite is also true. 

 

e. The Place Prepared for the Devil and his Angels (Matt. 25:41). 
 

The idea of a prepared place is also used in John 14:2, 3 of Jesus preparing a place for His people. 

The opposite is also true. There is a prepared place for the Devil and his Angels. 

 

4. The outcome of either believing or not believing is the result of His Righteous 

Judgment (2 Thess. 1). 

 

Second Thessalonians 1 speaks of a place where those who believe are in His presence and 

those who do not believe are removed from His presence.  

 

The Consequence of Unbelief as an Eternal Separation from the Presence of God is the result of 

His righteous judgment (2 Thess. 1:9). 

 

It appears clear there is a contrasting picture between the gathering of God’s people to Jesus and 

the non-gathering of people who reject Jesus. This “argument” runs through 1 and 2 

Thessalonians. 
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The two ideas of God’s love and God’s justice are not competing against each other. The 

attributes of God are not held in tension. There is tension only for us, not for God. 

 

John 3:16 speaks of God loving the world. Second Thessalonians 1 speaks of God’s justice giving 

to each individual [those who accept the gospel and those who refuse/reject the gospel] as 

recipients of God’s righteous judgment. 

 

Both outcomes are righteous and just. The action of God loving and God judging are not in 

conflict. Regardless of the attribute, they are all expressions of who God is in totality. Thus, it 

is impossible to pull apart and then place in competition the various attributes of God. Although, 

the idea of an eternal punishment made up of conscious awareness is repugnant, such a response 

on our part cannot negate the weight of Scripture. 

 

The experience of both is unimaginable. We have studied this passage extensively in our 

handling of 2 Thessalonians 1. To describe both places, the Bible uses hyperbole, simile, and 

metaphor. The symbol or language does not make the existence obsolete, but only reminds us 

that whatever it is being described is beyond the finite mind to grasp. It does not make it 

untrue, but rather unimaginable, either positive or negative. God proves just in His handling 

of all humanity. 

 

5. The End Time Imagery of a Lake of Fire 

 

 Rev. 19:20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles 

before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them 

that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with 

brimstone. 

 Rev. 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 

where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever 

and ever. 

 Rev. 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

 Rev. 20:15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake 

of fire. 

 

This “lake of fire” is prepared for the devil and his angels (Matt. 25:41). Neither sin nor its just 

judgment are a part of God’s original creation although always a part of His original plan.  

 

Throughout Revelation there is a picture of contrasts. Here, the Lake of Fire sits in contrast to 

22:1, “The New Heaven and the New Earth.” 

 

6. The Doctrine of Propitiation (Rom. 3:25; John 3:36; 1 Thess. 1:10; 2:16; 5:9). 
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Propitiation placates God’s justice and avoids God’s wrath. Earlier I mentioned how hell as a 

standalone doctrine isn’t heretical, but hell isn’t a standalone doctrine. If you do not think 

atonement placates God’s justice because it has been violated, then there is a stronger tendency 

to deny some type of eternal conscious separation from God. 

 

7. The Vision and Mission of God (2 Cor. 5:10, 11; Jude 23). 

 

 2 Cor. 5:10, 11 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be 

recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 
11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are made manifest to 

God; and I hope that we are made manifest also in your consciences. 

 

There is a fearful judgment awaiting those who reject Jesus as the full revelation from God. I am 

of the opinion that the final judgment is both good [Bema] and bad [Great White Throne]. If you 

are a believer in Jesus, it is good. If you have rejected God’s revelation in Jesus, it is bad. If this 

is not the outcome, then why bother sharing the gospel with the unreached, underreached, or 

inaccessible.  

 

So, what is the take away?  

1. The Bible is sufficient to answer the question. The personal tension I have with soul-sleep 

is the equalizing of the biblical canon with non-biblical literature or an unwillingness to 

say the hard thing. The Bible does answer the question. 

2. The Bible tells us the consequence of our rebellion against God and should we die in our 

rebellion there awaits a horrible separation from Him forever. We must see God for who 

He is and not for what we want Him to be. 

3. The Bible also tells us the consequence of receiving God’s provision for our sin. Both are 

equally true and both need to be received.  

4. The Vision and Mission of God is fueled by a future including both a heaven to gain and 

a hell to shun. Both fuel the steady and consistent proclamation of the gospel.  

5. Thus, do you know Jesus as your Savior from sin and death? 
 

Let Us Pray. 

1 https://www.nationalgeographic.com/culture/article/160513-theology-hell-history-christianity  
2 https://time.com/5822598/jesus-really-said-heaven-hell/  
3 https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/10/opinion/sunday/christianity-religion-hell-bible.html  
4 Unknown 
5 The verb διχοτοµέω (dichotomeō) means to cut an object into two parts (L&N 19.19). This is an extremely severe 
punishment compared to the other two later punishments. To translate it simply as “punish” is too mild. If taken 
literally this servant is dismembered, although it is possible to view the stated punishment as hyperbole (L&N 
38.12). https://netbible.org/bible/Matthew+24  

                                                           


