
 

 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  

It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an attempt 

to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly be found.  

Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him 

at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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“The Nations He Rules Over; We Are To Make Disciples Of” 
 

Series Description: 
Today, the Local Church is God’s means of covering the earth with a knowledge of His glory as 
the waters cover the sea (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14). This objective initially came to Adam and Eve 
(Gen. 1:28), then through Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3), and culminating in Christ to all the Nations 
(Eph. 3:9-11).  The Story tells the reader that, “The Nations He rules over (Ps. 22:28), His Church 
is to make disciples of (Matt. 28:18-20).” Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we are witnessing 
to the veracity of the biblical Story (Luke 24:48, 49). It is through this mission His vision comes 
to fruition. Our present sermon series seeks to show the biblical proof for such a claim. 
 
Date:  May 9, 2021 
Title:  “Putting it All Together” 
Series:  The Nations He Rules Over; we are to Make Disciples Of 
Text:  Acts 2:1-13; Acts 1:8; Luke 24:46, 47; Acts 2:14-41; Gen. 1:28 
 
Opening Story: 
Putting it all together. Although it is contested, the world’s largest puzzle comes it at 51,300 
pieces. 
Kodak has released the 'world's largest puzzle' with a whopping 51,300 pieces, but it'll cost 
you at least $400. Kodak is selling the puzzle for $599.95 on its website, but Amazon has it 
listed for $409.99. Amazon / Kodak  

 Kodak has released the "world's largest" puzzle, which is made up of 51,300 pieces and 
stretches to 28.5 f.t by 6.25 ft. when complete. 

 It retails for $599.99 on Kodak's website, but Amazon is selling it for $409.99. 
 The puzzle consists of 27 separate jigsaws of images from "wonders of the world," such 

as the Great Wall of China, the Colosseum, the New York City skyline, and the Taj 
Mahal. 

 The 27 individual jigsaws then join together to form "one giant puzzle." 
 The jigsaw is 28.5 ft. by 6.25 ft. when finished. 

 
The Bible has 66 books made up of two testaments written over 1500 years by 40 different 
authors having a single, unified message with Jesus at the Center. In many ways, it is a giant 
puzzle with multiple pieces all fitting together to give us a single picture. Our desire is to see 
how some of those pieces “fit together.” 
 
This is the last of our BIG PICTURE studies. Beginning in our next study we will look at how 
the local church sits at the center of God’s Mission. 
 
Introduction:  
 
Although the subject might appear foreign to our study, for the purpose of seeking clarity we 
need to speak of VISION and the definition of words.  We use a common language but cannot 
assume we all mean the same thing although we are using the same words.  I find the word 
VISION to be one of those words often used, but seldom defined. 
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Simply put VISION speaks of something future.  God’s vision is the end for which everything 
has been created. 
 
The Bible does tell us God’s VISION as to why He created and what this looks like and how He 
gets there.  For us to understand Acts 2, we must trace our Story back to Acts 1 and Luke 24.  The 
Bible is a connected book. 
 
The Historical Context 
 

 “[PENTECOST], the Festival of Weeks, is the second of the three major festivals with both 
historical and agricultural significance (the other two are Passover [The Exodus from 
Egypt] and Sukkot [Feast of Booths/Wilderness Wandering]).  

 Each of these Feasts speaks to God’s provision to the Nation.  Agriculturally, it 
commemorates the time when the first fruits were harvested and brought to the Temple.  
The period from Passover to [PENTECOST] is a time of great anticipation.  

 We count each of the days from the second day of Passover to the day before 
[PENTECOST], 49 days or 7 full weeks, hence the name of the festival. [PENTECOST] is 
not tied to a particular calendar date, but to a counting from Passover.1  

 

 Thus, Pentecost celebrates God’s past provision and looks to Him for future provision. 
 
ACTS 2 IS THE GARDEN BEING RESTORED.  ACTS 2 is God’s VISION for the future 
planting itself firmly in the present. 
 
It is only as we see ACTS 2 as the continued unfolding of God’s Story told in THE GOSPELS is 
this moment properly understood.   
 
Structure: 
 
I always find it helpful in understanding a text to begin at the end and work backward.  The 
events in Acts 2 are the culmination of something rather significant. In fact, if we fail to see what 
Acts 2 is in the context of God’s Vision then we fail to properly understand Acts 2. 
 

I. The Vision’s Fulfillment – The Curse Reversed (Acts 2:1-4) 
 
It is fulfilled, but not consummated. 
 
Two things happen at PENTECOST.  First, the Church is formed and it is the TEMPLE OF 
GOD. 
 

 1 Cor. 3:16, 17 
16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  17 If any man 
destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.  
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 1 Cor. 6:18-20 
18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins 
against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 
you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body. (1 Cor. 6:18-20) 

 

Second, the Shekinah Glory returns to fill the TEMPLE.  The event of Acts 2 |PENTECOST is 
the Holy Spirit returning to the TEMPLE. 
 
Two signs verify the return of the glory to the Temple.  
 

A. The Coming of the Holy Spirit (2:1-4a) 
 

1. The Law fulfilled; the Promise fulfilled 
 
“Jewish tradition also taught that Pentecost marked the day when the Law was given to Israel. 
On the New Testament Day of Pentecost, the Church received the Spirit of Grace in fullness.”2 
 
Although it is not biblically provable, there are notable similarities between the giving of the 
Law and the Day of Pentecost. 
 

 Indeed, there are notable parallels between the two, the most obvious of which is that the 
giving of the Spirit in Acts 2 did occur on Shavuot, the day that the Law had been given 
some fourteen hundred years earlier;  

 but perhaps the most significant parallel of all is that each of these occasions brought 
about an earth-shaking paradigm shift for the people of God: the first for Israel under 
Moses (Exodus 19-20) and the second for the believers in Yeshua (Acts 2:1-4, 41).  

 There were also notable, similar, profound supernatural phenomena. At Sinai, there was 
thunder and a very loud trumpet (Hebrew: shofar) sound (Exodus 19:16); on the Day of 
Pentecost, there was a noise like a violent rushing wind (Acts 2:2).  

 At Sinai, there were lightning flashes (Exodus 19:16); on the Day of Pentecost, there were 
what appeared to them tongues as of fire (Acts 2:3).  

 At Sinai, the Shekinah Glory, the visible manifestation of the presence of God, covered 
the mountain in the form of smoke and fire: Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the 
LORD descended upon it in fire (Exodus 19:18); on the Day of Pentecost, the Shekinah Glory 
fell in the form of tongues as of fire (Acts 2:2-3).3 

 3,000 slain at Mt. Sinai contrasting with 3,000 saved on the Day of Pentecost 
 

2. The Return of the Shekinah Glory 
 

The coming of the Holy Spirit is the returning of the SHEKINAH GLORY into His Temple.  This 
idea is crucial in our understanding of this day as it relates to the larger narrative of God 
dwelling with His people in the Temple and the presence of the SHEKINAH GLORY as 
affirmation of His presence. 
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At the completion of the OT Tabernacle "the (Shekinah) CLOUD covered the tent of 
meeting, and the (Shekinah) GLORY OF THE LORD filled (Same Gk verb in Acts 2:4 
"they were all FILLED with the Holy Spirit"!) the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to 
enter the tent of meeting because the CLOUD had settled (Hebrew = shakan = was 
dwelling) on it, and the GLORY OF THE LORD filled the tabernacle (Heb = mishkan = 
"dwelling place" from shakan)....throughout all their journeys, the (Shekinah) CLOUD of 
the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and there was (Shekinah) FIRE in it by night, in 
the sight of all the house of Israel." (Ex 40:34-35, 38) Similarly when King Solomon 
dedicated the Temple as “the priests came out of the Holy Place, the (Shekinah) CLOUD 
filled the house of the LORD, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of 
the cloud: for the GLORY OF THE LORD had filled the house of the LORD” (1Ki 8:10-
11). Just before the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, the “(SHEKINAH) GLORY 
OF THE GOD of Israel” departed from the Temple and “went up from the midst of the 
city and stood over the (Mt of Olives) which is east of the city." (Ezek. 11:23) The 
Shekinah, which throughout Israel's history had been the visible symbol of the 
PRESENCE OF JEHOVAH was gone, gone even from the rebuilt Temple (including 
Herod's). And yet some 400 years later, "in the greatness of (God's) loving-kindness", 
"when the fullness of time came" (Gal 4:4), John records "In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God...and the Word became a human 
being and lived (literally "tabernacled" or "fixed His tent") with us, and we saw His 
Shekinah (even as Israel had seen the Shekinah dwelling upon the first Tabernacle), the 
Shekinah of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth." (Jn 1:1, 14) Indeed, the 
incarnation of Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of all the OT shadows of Shekinah, the 
ultimate visible manifestation of God’s presence, "Immanuel, God with us" (Mt 1:23). 
Now that Jesus has ascended to the right hand of Glory, where is the "Shekinah"? Paul 
says it is "Christ in us, the hope of glory" (Col 1:27) adding that that as we “with unveiled 
face are beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord (His Word Jas 1:23-25), we are 
being transformed into the same image (of God’s Son Ro 8:29) from GLORY to GLORY, 
just as from the Lord, the Spirit.” (2 Cor 3:18) Indeed, our “body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit (of Jesus, Acts 16:7) Who is in us, Whom we have from God, and that we are not 
our own, for we have been bought with a price and are therefore called to GLORIFY God 
in our body" (1 Cor. 6:19-20).4  

 
B. The Sign: Tongues (2:4b-11) 

 
“At the building of Babel, the language of the people was confounded; and, in consequence of 
this, they became scattered over the face of the earth: at this foundation of the Christian Church, 
the gift of various languages was given to the apostles, that the scattered nations might be 
gathered; and united under one shepherd and superintendent (episkopov) of all souls.”5 
 
Again, it is important to see Acts 2 as the outworking of the reversal.  It is a return to the Garden 
mission.  Notice the text speaks of “EVERY NATION.”  Note how this statement reflects the 
biblical idea of God’s glory covering the earth for the joy of His people (vv. 5, 11, 12).  The 
connecting of this thought is not a straining of gnat, but the Story of God coming to fruition.  
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Through the sign of tongues, the confusion of Babel is reversed. This moment confirms that the 
fulfillment of God’s VISION for the future is now present. 
 
“Ever since the early church fathers, commentators have seen the blessing of Pentecost as a 
deliberate and dramatic reversal of the curse of Babel. At Babel human languages were confused 
and the nations were scattered; in Jerusalem the language barrier was supernaturally overcome 
as a sign that the nations would now be gathered together in Christ, prefiguring the great day 
when the redeemed company will be drawn 'from every nation, tribe, people and 
language' (Gen 11:1--9, Rev 7:9). Besides, at Babel earth proudly tried to ascend to heaven, 
whereas in Jerusalem heaven humbly descended to earth.”6  
 

C. The Reaction: Mixed (2:12-13) 
 

1. What does this mean? 
2. They are drunk! 

 
On the Day of Pentecost God’s Vision begins to unfold. How do we know this? Let us now turn 
to Acts 1:1-8. 
 

II. The Vision’s Goal (Acts 1:8 [to cover the earth as the waters cover the sea]) 
 
The GOSPEL is nothing more or less than the knowledge of the GLORY OF GOD (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 
2:14).  The GOSPEL drives us back to the GARDEN OF EDEN and God’s original intent. 
 
“Our individual redemption, while a gift of the gospel, is not the final goal of the gospel. ‘The 
glory of the blessed God’ is the ultimate end of the good news. Dr. John MacArthur explains, 
‘The gospel reveals God’s glory, that is, the perfections of His person or attributes, including His 
holiness (hatred of sin) and justice (demand of punishment for violations of His Law) and grace 
(forgiveness of sin)’.”7 
 
Acts 1:8 and the entire Book of Acts speak to the spreading of the knowledge of the glory of God 
for the joy of His people.  The Book of Acts moves us from JERUSALEM to JUDEA/SAMARIA 
and ends with the UTTERMOST REGIONS OF THE WORLD.  The Book of Acts is a story of 
conquest and fulfillment. 
 
“Acts is the story of God’s grace flooding out to the world, from the cross and resurrection of 
Jesus in Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. Nothing is more prominent in Acts than the spread 
of the gospel. Jesus promises a geographic expansion at the outset, and Acts follows the news of 
his death and resurrection as it spreads from Jerusalem to Judea, Samaria, and the faraway 
capital of Rome.”8 
 
This spread happens through the Word of God. 
 

And the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a 
great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. (Acts 6:7) 
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Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking 
in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied. (Acts 9:31) 
 
But the word of the Lord continued to grow and to be multiplied. (Acts 12:24) 
 
So the word of the Lord was growing mightily and prevailing. (Acts 19:20) 

 
Think also of Isaiah 55:11. 
 

10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the 
earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; 11 So will 
My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing 
what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.  (Isa. 55:10, 11) 

 
The point in Acts is the unfolding and fulfilling of God’s Vision.  Think of Paul writing these 
words to Timothy while imprisoned. 
 

for which I suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the word of God is not imprisoned.  
(2 Tim. 2:9) 

 
Paul understood the dynamic nature of God’s Word. 
 

5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the 
gospel 6 which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, 
even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth; 
(Col. 1:5, 6) 

 
Acts is telling us this Story. Now, let us link this back to Luke 24:46, 47. 
 
III. The Vision’s Message | Proclamation (Luke 24:46, 47; Acts 2:14-41) 

 
 Luke 24:46, 47 

46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the 
dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 
 

 1 Cor. 2:2-5  
2 And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty 
speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech and my message were 
not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith 
might not rest in the wisdom of men[c] but in the power of God. 
 

 1 Cor. 1:17 
17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, 
lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 
 

 Gal. 6:14 
14 But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been 
crucified to me, and I to the world. 
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Luke wants us to understand how JESUS is the fulfillment of what previous revelation from 
God spoke of and pointed to.  Thus, when we read chapters like Luke 24 we cannot simply see 
this as an idea inside of the Bible among multiple ideas, BUT THE IDEA THAT CONTROLS 
AND GOVERNS ALL OTHER IDEAS IN THE BIBLE. 
 
Peter’s words in Acts 2:14-41 confirms the Christo-centricity of the Story. Peter ties this moment 
back to Joel 2:28-32; Psalm 16 and 110. 
 

A. The foretelling of Pentecost (vv. 14-21) 

1. The setting; the explanation for what preceded (vv. 14, 15) 

2. Foretold in Joel 2:28-32 (vv. 16-21) 

B. The foundation for Pentecost (vv. 22-36) 

1. The DBR and Jesus’ conquering of death (vv. 22-24) 

2. Foretold in Psalm 16 (vv. 25-28) 

3. Explanation of Psalm 16 and Psalm 110 applying to Christ (vv. 29-36) 

C. The finality of Pentecost (vv. 37-41) 

1. Their response (v. 37) 

2. The appeal (vv. 38-40) 

3. The result (v. 41) 

 
“It must also be noted that the outpouring of the Spirit is an accompanying feature of that 
underlying basic divine promise given to Abraham and the patriarchs, ratified through David, 
reaffirmed in the terms of the new covenant, and guaranteed in the person and work of Jesus 
the Messiah (cf. Ge 12:1-3; 15; 17; 2Sa 7:11-29; et al.).  At Pentecost two streams of prophecy meet 
and blend together: Christ’s prophetic promise is directly fulfilled; Joel’s prophecy is fulfilled 
but not consummated.  It awaits its ultimate fulfillment in the Day of the Lord and the events 
distinctive to the nation of Israel.”9 
 
“In the apostolic preaching this verse had a particular apologetic significance, as both Peter (Ac 
2:27, 31) and Paul (Ac 13:35) quoted v.10 (Ps. 16) as proof of the resurrection of our Lord.  They 
appropriately argued that since David died and did not rise from the grave, the psalm received 
a special significance in view of Jesu’ death and resurrection.”10 
 
Something is driving all of this. Where does the Vision of God originate? 
 
IV. The Vision’s Origin (Gen. 1:28) 

 
What Acts 2 fulfills is the scene revealed to us of God’s word to Adam and Eve to be fruitful and 
multiple and fill the earth.   
 

 Genesis 1:28 
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue 
it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth.” 
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Think with me of Isaiah 11:9 and Habakkuk 2:14. 
 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
1 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 2 The Spirit of 
the LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, The spirit of counsel and strength, 
The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 And He will delight in the fear of the LORD, And He 
will not judge by what His eyes see, Nor make a decision by what His ears hear; 4 But with righteousness 
He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth 
with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. 5 Also righteousness 
will be the belt about His loins, And faithfulness the belt about His waist. 6 And the wolf will dwell with 
the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young goat, And the calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together; And a little boy will lead them. 7 Also the cow and the bear will graze, Their young will lie 
down together, And the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, 
And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy 
mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea. 10 Then 
in that day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; And His 
resting place will be glorious.  

 
Habakkuk 2:14 
14 For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea.  

 
Before we leave this thought consider with me Numbers 14:21. 

 
21 But truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD, 

 
Before there was an Isaiah 11:9 and a Habakkuk 2:14, there was a Numbers 14:21. 
 
God created a place where His people might dwell with Him and their joy might be full.  The 
Garden of Eden was to be an ever-expanding experience that would cover the earth.  They were 
to be tilling/growing the Garden and populating the earth until the knowledge of His glory 
covered the earth like the waters cover the seas. 
 
“As we reach the New Testament, Jesus gives us the same command.  He tells us to be fruitful 
and multiply, only he uses different language.  He says, ‘make disciples.’  That's Jesus way of 
saying he wants the Kingdom populated.  He's asking us to be fruitful and multiply Kingdom 
citizens.  Through us, God is populating heaven.”11 

“Pentecost signals the dawning of the age of the Holy Spirit. And the fulness of the Spirit in 
God’s people is to empower them for witness to all the nations. Thus, the meaning of Pentecost 
is God’s equipping His church with the power of His Spirit so that He will be glorified among 
the nations.  The point of Pentecost is mission, and the goal of mission is that “the earth will be 
filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14).”12 

It is from this fulfillment we see the result of a gathered people. The Mission and Message of 
the Local Church is an ANCIENT MISSION and MESSAGE that began in the Garden and 
continues to this day. 
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Three thoughts from Acts 2. 
1. What has been, is, and will be. There is no break in God’s Vision and Mission. 
2. His Church reaches all the way back to the Garden in Eden and stretches all the way 

forward to Revelation 21 and 22. The church does not play defense, we are to be playing 
offense. Friends, we are living in the reality of Garden truth.  There is nothing that can 
stop God from keeping His promise to prepare a place where we will be with Him and 
our joy will be full. 

3. The shadow currently exists; the reality is closer than you think. 
 
With an emphasis on missions you might expect me to make some appeal as to why you need 
to be involved in missions, yet I believe you are involved in missions.  Granted there might be a 
different function within the work both functionally and geographically that God would have 
you engage in, but you will know if such is the case.  Until then let us continue to make much 
of HIM. 

1 http://www.jewfaq.org/holidayc.htm  
2 https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/acts-2/ 
3 https://www.biblestudyproject.org/bible-study-library/israel/was-the-law-of-moses-given-on-pentecost-a-
tale-of-two-occasions/  
4 http://preceptaustin.org/shekinah_glory.htm  
5 Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the NT on Acts 2:4. 
6 https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327188610_The_reversal_of_Babel_Questioning_the_early_ 
church's_understanding_of_the_gift_of_the_Holy_Spirit_in_Acts_as_a_reversal_of_the_curse_of_Babel/ 
7 http://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/gospel-gods-glory/  The MacArthur Bible Commentary, p. 1, 778 
8 https://www.crossway.org/articles/what-does-acts-18-mean/ 
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12 https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-4-meaning-pentecost-acts-21-13 

                                                 


