
 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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“The Nations He Rules Over; We Are to Make Disciples Of” 

Series Description: 

Today, the Local Church is God’s means of covering the earth with a knowledge of His glory as 
the waters cover the sea (Isa. 11:9; Hab. 2:14). This objective initially came to Adam and Eve 
(Gen. 1:28), then through Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3), and culminating in Christ to all the Nations 
(Eph. 3:9-11).  The Story tells the reader that, “The Nations He rules over (Ps. 22:28), His Church 
is to make disciples of (Matt. 28:18-20).” Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we are witnessing 
to the veracity of the biblical Story (Luke 24:48, 49). The birth of the church on the Day of 
Pentecost is visibly showing the global spread of God’s glory. It is through the global spread of 
the church that His vision comes to fruition. The Book of Acts traces for the reader the steady 
advance of God’s glory through the spreading of local churches with elder leadership. This 
Mandate for Mission does not stop until “the end of the age.” Yet, one day when our Mission 
ends, “The Nations shall be glad and sing for joy.” The Vision and Victory of God shall be 
completed. The very nations He rules over, we are to make disciples of, and they shall one day 
be glad and sing for joy.  Our present sermon series seeks to show the biblical proof for such a 
claim. 
 
Date:  June 13, 2021 
Title:  Let the Nations be Glad and Sing for Joy 
Text:  Psalm 67 
Theme: The very nations He rules over, we are to make disciples of, and they shall one 

day be glad and sing for joy. 
 
Introduction: The blessing given to us, is designed to work in us and through us to those around 
us until THE NATIONS ARE GLAD AND SING FOR JOY. 
 
We began our study in Mission in Psalm 22 and will end our study in Psalm 67. 
 
“From the very foundation of the world God has been the great initiator of mission, as vividly 

portrayed by the acts of God in both the Old and New Testaments” (Van Rheenen, 1996, p. 14). 

To develop this conviction, one must see the Bible as a whole, not as 39 books in the OT and 27 

books in the NT with different messages, but one book with a global focus.”1 

 

“Throughout the Bible God’s thought and plan for the world’s evangelization are everywhere 

in evidence. From cover to cover the Bible is a missionary book, so much so that, as someone 

has expressed it, one cannot cut out its missionary significance-without completely destroying 

the book. For, let it be understood, scriptural authority for world-wide mission rests not merely 

upon a group of proof texts, but upon the entire design and spirit of the Bible as it reveals God 

in His relation to men and nations, and as it traces the unfolding of His purposes down through 

the ages.” Glover, 1936, p. 102).2
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Historical Context: 
 
We do not know who wrote the Psalm. We do know, however, that it was probably written 
during the Davidic Monarchy. The author knew the TORAH. He knew the promise to Abraham 
and he knew the bless Aaronic blessing. Both were recited daily. They were engrained into their 
psych.  
 
As a Psalm, the Israelites would sing this song. They are asking God to fulfill His promises to 
them so that through them they would a blessing TO THE NATIONS.  
 
One can easily note the struggle Israel had with non-Israelites.  

 Jonah and Nineveh 

 The Good Samaritan 

 The Woman at the Well 

 Acts 15 and the Jerusalem Council. 
 
The Psalmist knows two things about the Nation of Israel. 

 First, Israel was to be a witness of YHWH through whom the Nations would be blessed. 
This is tied to the VASSAL TREATY and was conditional. As a witness, they failed. 

 Second, Israel was also to be the womb in which and through which the SEED PROMISE 
would ultimately come. This was tied to the ROYAL GIFT COVENANT and was 
unconditional. As a womb, they succeeded.  

 
Biblical Context: 
The Psalmist invokes an ancient form of blessing a people as noted in Numbers 6:24-27. 
 

 Numbers 6:24-27 The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. “So shall they put my 
name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.” 

 

 Psalm 80:1-3 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are enthroned upon 
the cherubim, shine forth. Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, stir up your might and come to 
save us! Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

 

The idea of His face or countenance and blessing or salvation are inseparable. The Psalmist will 

write, “You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your 

right hand are pleasures forevermore.” (Ps. 16:11) 

 
Numbers 6 begins with the Nazarite vow and ends with this Aaronic Blessing. 
 
There are two notable links to previous Scripture. The first is from Genesis 12:1-3 where 
Abraham is told through him the nations of the earth shall be blessed. This promise given to 
Abraham is part of the ROYAL GIFT COVENANT given to the Serpent, Adam, and Eve in the 
Garden. God begins to narrowly define through whom the Promised Seed would come. It is in 
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the coming of the SEED PROMISE that ALL THE NATIONS SHALL BE GLAD AND SING FOR 
JOY.  
 
The second passage is the Numbers 6:22-27 where God gives to Moses and then to Aaron a 
“blessing” to be pronounced upon/over the children of Israel. They were to receive this blessing 
in order to be a blessing. Their greatest blessing is that through the line of Judah the promised 
seed would be fulfilled.  
 
This “blessing” would become a religious rabbit’s foot for the nation. Like the “Prayer of Jabez,” 
there is nothing mystical to the recitation of the prayer. It isn’t the prayer, but the intent of this 
prayer. It is the object to whom the prayer pointed. We will get there in a moment. 
 
The structure of the passage in Numbers 6:24-26 is made up of three synonymous statements. 
They are in parallel. They are all saying the same thing. No Jew would separate the blessing 
from God, from God’s presence. There is no blessing in His absence.  
 
Literary Context: 
 
A psalm is a hymn of praise to God. The Book of Psalms was originally the hymn book for Israel. 

The Psalms are a classic example of Hebrew poetry which, unlike English poetry made of rhyme 

and rhythm consists of parallel or contrasting ideas. 

 

The Psalm is addressed to the “chief musician.” This title occurs 65 times in the Old Testament, 

55 times in the Psalms. This Psalm was to be played on a stringed instrument. This stringed 

instrument occurs 14 times in the Old Testament. Ten times in the Psalms. 

 

The Psalm we consider in this study has been called “Israel’s Missionary Psalm, and Israel’s 

Millennial Prayer.”  It will become evident that the climax of our present Psalm is found in verse 

4. 

 

“Its repetitions and relative brevity make it memorable; its literary connections to other texts 

inform our biblical theology; and its aspirations for all nations and peoples to receive God’s 

blessings encourage a holistic understanding of God’s purposes on earth. Psalm 67 creatively 

integrates the priestly blessing of Israel and the ancestral promise of a blessing to the nations in 

order to project a renewed vision of the way things were meant to be from the beginning.”3 

 
“The psalm is rooted in both the Abrahamic Covenant of Genesis 12 and the Aaronic blessing of 
Numbers 6:24-26. -Its missionary impulse is made clear by the fact that: 1) Jew and Gentile come 
together to praise and fear God. 2)“The nations” are mentioned 3 times. 3)“The earth” is 
mentioned 4 times. 4)“The peoples” are mentioned 5 times. -With an identical double refrain 
occurring in vs. 3 and 5.”4 
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Not only is the Psalm inside of a cluster of Psalms thematically, but is also defined by the use of 
Hebrew Poetry and intentional Parallelism. By noting its literary genre, it enables us to stay on 
the proper course and not make grammatical mountains out of simple mole hills. The structure 
of the Psalm prevents us from veering off course. 
 
The language of this Psalm is reflected in the language of Psalm 66:1-4. 
 
1 Shout for joy to God, all the earth; 
2     sing the glory of his name; 
    give to him glorious praise! 
3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 
    So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you. 
4 All the earth worships you 
    and sings praises to you; 
    they sing praises to your name.” Selah 

 
Let us consider the structure of this Psalm. 
 
Structural Context: 
 

I. THE BLESSING (VV. 1, 2) - The Blessing is the Presence of God.  
 
Salvation is only in God’s presence. 
 
Synthetic Parallelism – (v. 1) 
 
v. 1a  Bless 
 v. 1b  His face 
  v. 2a  that  
 
Synonymous Parallelism (v. 2) 
 
The author of Psalm 67 uses synthetic in verse 1 and synonymous parallelism in verse 2. 
Synthetic parallelism sees each line take the thought forward and fuller. 
Synonymous parallelism simply says the same idea with different words.  Synonymous is very 
apparent in verses 3-5 and 6 and 7. 
 
“Face to Shine” speaks of God’s presence and salvation. 

 Nu 6:25 The LORD make His face shine on you, And be gracious to you; 

 Ps 31:16 Make Your face to shine upon Your servant; Save me in Your lovingkindness. 

 Ps 67:1 God be gracious to us and bless us, And cause His face to shine upon us--Selah. 

 Ps 80:3 O God, restore us And cause Your face to shine upon us, and we will be saved. 

 Ps 80:7 O God of hosts, restore us And cause Your face to shine upon us, and we will be saved. 

 Ps 80:19 O LORD God of hosts, restore us; Cause Your face to shine upon us, and we will be saved. 
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 Ps. 119: 134-135 Redeem me from the oppression of man, That I may keep Your precepts. Make Your face 
shine upon Your servant, And teach me Your statutes. 

 Da 9:17 "So now, our God, listen to the prayer of Your servant and to his supplications, and for Your sake, 
O Lord, let Your face shine on Your desolate sanctuary. 

 2Co 4:6 For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to 
give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

(NAS95) 
 
There is a universal aspect to God’s redemptive activity.  The knowledge of who He is will 

permeate the created order.  The redemptive work of Christ is to be made known among all 

nations. 

 

The Hebrew word ‘nations’ occurs in 58 verses in the book of Psalms.  There are at least 3 big 

ideas as it relates to the Nations and our God. 

 

A. The Nations are His inheritance 
 

 Ps 2:8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for thy possession. 

 Ps 22:28 For the kingdom is the LORD'S: and he is the governor among the nations. 

 Ps 82:8 Arise, O God, judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all nations. 

 

B. The Nations will serve Him 
 

 Ps 18:43 Thou hast delivered me from the strivings of the people; and thou hast made me the head of the 
[Nations]: a people whom I have not known shall serve me. 

 Ps 47:8 God reigneth over the [Nations]: God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness. 

 Ps 72:11 Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him. 

 Ps 96:10 Say among the [Nations] that the LORD reigneth: the world also shall be established that it shall 
not be moved: he shall judge the people righteously. 

 Ps 113:4 The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens. 

 

C. The Nations shall worship Him  
 

 Ps 22:27 All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: and all the kindreds of the 
nations shall worship before thee. 

 Ps 46:10 Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the [Nations], I will be exalted in the 
earth. 

 Ps 72:17 His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall be 
blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed.  

 Ps 86:9 All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify 
thy name. 

 Ps 117:1  O praise the LORD, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people. 
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II. THE RESULT (VV. 3-5) - The Nations Shall Benefit from the Blessing of God. 
 
AS A RESULT 
v. 3 sits in synonymous parallelism to v. 5. 

They funnel us to v. 4, which is the point of God blessing us with His presence. 
 
v. 1 Bless  
 v.2  Earth  
  v. 3  Let 
   v. 4  Let | “For” 
  v. 5  Let 
 v. 6  Earth 
v. 7 Bless 
 
“It is the seventh of the series; it has exactly seven verses, and is obviously introversive in form 

with the fourth verse containing the core of the composition.  This verse, moreover, has three 

lines, while the others all have but two each.”  (A.G. Clarke, Analytical Studies in the Psalms, 

173) 

 

There is an ever increasing crescendo that climaxes in an explosion of celebration and God 

driven declaration; LET THE NATIONS BE GLAD! 

 

There is a prophetic anticipation that forces us to live on the edge of unbridled exuberance; LET 

THE NATIONS BE GLAD! 

 
The fourth verse contains the core of the composition.  “Praise is the healthy habit of happy 

hearts.  When the righteous Ruler reigns, there will be real rejoicings.”5   

 
THE POINT v. 4 
[with the RESULT that] Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

[the REASON why] for you judge the peoples with equity 
  and guide the nations upon earth. Selah 
 
Stanzas 4b and 4c are in synonymous parallelism. Whatever it means to judge also means to 
guide. 
 

A. God will judge 
 

Justice is coming.  There is a time when all injustice shall be eradicated and God will judge the 

nations of the earth directly and immediately. 
 

B. God will guide 
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There is coming a time when all nations shall be directly and immediately guided by God in an 

unerring way and His pathways are clear (no obstacles), clean (no evil), and correct (no 

deviations). 

 

“Heb “for you judge nations fairly, and [as for the] peoples in the earth, you lead them.” The 

imperfects are translated with the present tense because the statement is understood as a 

generalization about God’s providential control of the world. Another option is to understand 

the statement as anticipating God’s future rule (“for you will rule…and govern”).”6 

 
The Nation of Israel in her best moments knew she was to be a blessing to the Nations in the 
fulfillment of the SEED PROMISE. As they would be blessed, so also would the Nations. The 
blessing would come to them, and work in them and through them to the Nations. 
 
To what end does the Psalmist pray for blessing? So that the nations might know YHWH! 

 

It is through His people that God is proclaiming and working His will for the nations.  “Israel is 

the channel of testimony and of blessing to the gentile nations.  They themselves are living 

examples of the manifold grace of God to man.”7 

 
III. THE PROMISE (VV. 6, 7) - What God has Promised Concerning the Nations Shall 

Come to Pass 
 
Chiastic Parallelism 
 
V. 6A EARTH 
 V. 6B  BLESS 
 V. 7B  BLESS 
V. 7A EARTH 
 
“Verse 6 shows the ground also delivered from the curse and the general result is summed up 

in verse 7.”8  

 

a. The faithful choir (v. 5 [“Let the peoples praise You, O God”]) 
b. The fruitful earth (v. 6 [“The earth has yielded its produce”]) 
c. The fulfilled purpose (v. 7 [“All the ends of the earth may fear Him”]) 

 
The Gospel 
 
When Stephen preached at his martyrdom, he began with Abraham and ran Jewish history all 
the way through Moses, Mt. Sinai, the Tabernacle, Joshua, David, and Solomon and concludes 
with Jesus! 
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 Acts 7:51-60 
51 “You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the Holy Spirit; 
you are doing just as your fathers did. 52 Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They 
killed those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and 
murderers you have now become; 53 you who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep 
it.” 54 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the quick, and they began gnashing their teeth at him. 55 

But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God; 56 and he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing 
at the right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out with a loud voice, and covered their ears and rushed at him 
with one impulse. 58 When they had driven him out of the city, they began stoning him; and the witnesses 
laid aside their robes at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 They went on stoning Stephen as he called 
on the Lord and said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” 60 Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud 
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” Having said this, he fell asleep. 

 

The ROYAL GIFT COVENANT and the AARONIC BLESSING are both fulfilled in Jesus. It is 
in Jesus we have the very presence of YHWH in our midst. There is no greater blessing than 
Jesus.  Once you have Him, there is no one and nothing else. 
 
In the Upper Room while celebrating the PASSOVER, Jesus speaks to His disciples and says the 
following words. 
 

 John 14:1-11 
1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father's house are many 
dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be 
also. 4 And you know the way where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where 
You are going, how do we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; 
no one comes to the Father but through Me. 7 If you had known Me, you would have known My Father 
also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.” 8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, 
and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to 
know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10 Do 
you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 
on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works. 11 Believe Me that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves.” 

 
We have the face of God in the face of Jesus! We have the blessing from God in the presence of 
Jesus! God has answered the Royal Gift Covenant. God has answered the Aaronic Blessing! And 
His name is Jesus! 
 
So, What? Well, . . .  

 A day is coming when there will no longer be a 10/40 WINDOW! 

 A day is coming when there will no longer be a 4/14 WINDOW! 

 A day is coming when there will no longer be an 80/20 PRINCIPLE! 
 

The blessing given to us, works in us and through us, to those around us. this is by design! 
 

God has fulfilled His promise to Israel and the prayers of Israel in Jesus. Philippians 2 assures 
the reader of this. 
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 Phil. 2:9-11 

9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” 

 
It is for this reason, “LET THE NATIONS BE GLAD AND SING FOR JOY!” 
 
Three Closing Thoughts from this Passage 

1. There is no blessing where there is no God 
2. God has assured us that all the Nations of the world shall one day Praise His name. 
3. We have the blessing of God for the blessing of the Nations. Whatever we have is to be 

leveraged for the spreading of the gospel for the spreading of His glory. 
 

1 https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/58821925.pdf  
2 https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/58821925.pdf  
3 https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/ordinary-20/commentary-on-
psalm-671-7-4  
4 http://www.danielakin.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/10/psalm-67-a-missionarys-psalm-manuscript.pdf  
5 A.G. Clarke, Analytical Studies in the Psalms, 174. 
6 https://netbible.org/bible/Psalms+67  
7 A.G. Clarke, Analytical Studies in the Psalms, 173. 
8 A.G. Clarke, Psalms, 173. 

                                                           


