
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date: May 15, 2016 - PENTECOST 
Title:  God’s Math in Missions 
Text:  Luke 24:44-53; Acts 2:1-8; 2:1-6; Isaiah 11:9; Matthew 28:18-20 
 
Theme: Why Missions? Missions is the means through which God fulfills His design for His 

people and His Creation. Missions is the local church fulfilling the instruction given to 
Adam and Eve to expand the borders of the Garden and fill the Garden with “icons.” 
By planting local churches, the borders of the Garden are expanding and “icons” are 
filling the earth. 

 
Introduction:  
Often when reading or hearing the Bible, we see the pieces without seeing their connection. We 
know what the Bible teaches is true, but we do not see how who we are and where we are 
connect with what happened in the Garden of Eden and what will happen in Revelation 21 and 
22. We do not see how this moment in our gathering as a local church connect these two massive 
bookends.  
 
However, I will suggest to you that like a large domino run, there is a beginning and there is an 
ending and there is a middle and all of it has been set up by God and designed by God and each 
of the pieces plays a role in moving the Story forward. 
 

• Most dominoes toppled by a group: 4,491,863 
• Most dominoes toppled by an individual: 321,197 
• Fastest toppling domino setting: 7.13 m/s 

• Most dominoes toppled in a spiral: 55,555 

• Most dominoes stacked on one single piece: 1,055 

• Longest domino wall: 40.00 m 
• Longest time continuous domino toppling: 35 min 22 sec 

• Largest domino mosaic: 1,011,732 

• Highest toppling domino climb: 11.52 m 
• Tallest domino structure: 9.17 m 

• Most dominoes toppled in one minute: 75 
• Most dominoes toppled in a 3D-pyramid: 18,445 
• Most dominoes toppled in a circle field: 54,321  

 
My intent is three-fold. First, to show you how there is a God-sized Story unfolding all around 
you. Second, to show you how your story is part of this God-sized Story. Finally, to show you 
how you are a part of this God-sized Story in and through your local church. 
 
Outline: 
 
Why is Acts so important? 
Acts is the only biblical book that chronicles the history of the church immediately after Jesus’s 
ascension. As such, it provides us with a valuable account of how the church was able to grow 
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and spread out from Jerusalem into the rest of the Roman Empire. In only three decades, a small 
group of frightened believers in Jerusalem transformed into an empire-wide movement of 
people who had committed their lives to Jesus Christ, ending on a high note with Paul on the 
verge of taking the gospel to the highest government official in the land—the Emperor of Rome.1 
 
These three elements are found throughout the Book of Acts. 
 
I. Gathering them Together (Acts 1:4, 6, 15; 2:1, 44, 46; 4:31; 12:12; 14:27; 15:30; 20:7, 8 “All 

together”).  
 
“The Book of Acts is the sequel to the Gospel of Luke. As such, it continues the narrative of Jesus 
Christ through his disciples. The disciples continue to multiply and form communities. These 
communities form the basis for the local church structure(s) that continue today.”2 
 
The idea of a “lone ranger” is anti-biblical. So also the independent church. Self-governing is 
one thing; inter-dependent is another thing altogether. 
 
“Church Planting is a Team Ministry. The ministry of Paul clearly shows us that effective church 
planting occurs through a series of networks of churches and groups of people committed to the 
task. The church at Antioch commissions the church planting team (Acts 13:1-3). Paul teams up 
with Barnabas. The church planting team selects elders (Acts 14:23). The team reports back to 
the sponsoring church after the initial work is completed (Acts 14:27-28).”3 
 
II. Power from the Holy Spirit (1:8a) 

 
A. Acts 1:8 and Acts 2:1ff must find their significance from Ezekiel 10:18 and 43:2. 
 

B. The question asked by the apostles in vv. 6, 7 is crucial. All this “stuff” we labor 
over means nothing in contrast to [v. 8 alla] what is absolute and essential, “The 
Power from the Holy Spirit.” The power is not something we acquire. The power 
is something we receive. In the Holy Spirit, this power is present and inevitable. 
We have the power. There is no condition to the Spirit’s power, but our 
justification. 
 

C. Cf. Power in Acts (1:8; 2:22; 3:12; 4:7, 33; 6:8; 8:10, 13; 10:38; 19:11). 
 
One author describes baptism, filling and power in the following extended quote.4 
 
The Book of Acts speaks of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, the Filling of the Holy Spirit and the 
Power from the Holy Spirit. Are all three synonymous or are they distinct? Is it possible to have 
one or more without having all three? It is the position of this study that all three are different 
parts of one thing. The Baptism results in the Filling and the Filling results in the Power. 
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The Holy Spirit in Acts: The Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
The book of Acts establishes the pattern that the Holy Spirit is imparted to genuine believers at the 
time of their conversion. This pattern is reinforced in several ways. 

• The imparting of the Holy Spirit to believers was foretold by Jesus before His ascension, 
a fact that Luke was careful to note (Acts 1:4-5: “ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost 
not many days hence”). This promise was obviously fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost (2:1-
4). Through the power of the Spirit the disciples spoke “with other tongues” (2:4). Peter 
interpreted this phenomenon as the fulfillment of Joel 2:28-32 (2:16-21). 

• From Pentecost forward it became the norm that believers receive the Holy Spirit at the 
time of their conversion. At Pentecost Peter identified the receipt of the Holy Spirit as a 
consequence of salvation (2:37-39; note the language of conversion: “repent,” “remission 
of sins,” “call”). The apostles subsequently referred to the Holy Spirit as God’s gift to 
those who obey Him--presumably, by trusting Christ for salvation (5:32). Peter’s 
confrontation with Simon the sorcerer establishes without ambiguity the fact that the 
Holy Spirit is a gift given freely to believers (8:18-24). 

• The conversion of the first Gentiles in Cornelius’s home was accompanied by the falling 
of the Holy Spirit (10:44-48). Peter later reflected on this event, equating it with what 
occurred to the Jewish believers on the Day of Pentecost (11:15-18; 15:7-9). 

• A few variations from the norm are recounted in Acts, but these serve merely to reinforce 
the norm. Those who came to faith in the Samaritan revival did not experience the 
baptism of the Spirit immediately. Rather, the Spirit was imparted to them through the 
laying on of Peter and John’s hands (8:12, 14-17). Saul received the Spirit through the 
mediation of Ananias three days after his conversion (9:17). Perhaps the most puzzling 
impartation of the Spirit concerned a dozen or so disciples of John the Baptist (19:1-6). 
These men professed to have believed and had been baptized, but had no knowledge of 
the Spirit. Craig Blomberg suggests that they were not truly converted until their 
encounter with Paul (346). After trusting in Christ and being baptized, they received the 
Holy Spirit through the imposition of Paul’s hands. The fact that Luke described these 
incidents in some detail suggests that they were exceptional. 

• In summary, most converts in Acts were baptized with the Spirit at the moment they 
came to faith in Christ. The instances when water baptism and/or the laying on of hands 
preceded the impartation of the Spirit were extraordinary. 
 

The Holy Spirit in Acts: The Filling of the Holy Spirit 
The book of Acts illustrates that the Holy Spirit works his will by filling believers with His presence 
and power. Christians should therefore seek to be filled with the Spirit on a continual basis. 

• When Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit he boldly proclaimed Jesus as Christ to the 
Jewish leaders (4:8ff). When Paul was filled with the Spirit he confronted a sorcerer who 
was hindering the cause of evangelism (13:9ff). 

• The early church recognized the importance of designating faithful, Spirit-filled men to 
carry out the Lord’s work. The Jerusalem church refused to delegate food distribution to 
men who were less than Spirit-filled and wise (6:2-6). In addition, it selected Barnabas as 
its representative to Antioch because of his spirituality (11:22-24). 

• The filling of the Holy Spirit is associated with joy. The disciples experienced it even in 
the face of persecution (13:50-52). 
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• The early church prayed for the filling of the Holy Spirit, seeking to represent the Lord 
boldly before the world (4:29-31). Paul made tentative plans in the Spirit; in other words, 
he sought the Spirit’s direction for his life (19:21). 
 

The Holy Spirit in Acts: The Power of the Holy Spirit 
The book of Acts demonstrates that the Holy Spirit leads and empowers the church for growth and 
service. The church’s success is vitally tied to its relationship with the Spirit. 

• The writer of Acts portrayed the Holy Spirit as the Source of spiritual power (1:8). He 
attributed Jesus’s success in ministry--particularly in training the apostles and 
performing healings--to the work of the Spirit (1:2; 10:38). Thus the earthly work of Christ 
serves as a model of ministry led and empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

• The Holy Spirit led and enabled the early Christians to witness boldly on behalf of Jesus 
(4:8ff; 5:30-32). Driven by the Spirit, Paul witnessed to the Corinthian Jews concerning the 
identity of Jesus as Messiah (18:5). The Spirit empowered Stephen’s message to his fellow 
Jews, forcing them to decide for or against Christ (6:8-10). Through the Spirit Paul 
confronted Elymas the sorcerer’s deceitful ways (13:9ff). 

• The Holy Spirit oversaw every aspect of the church’s advance in the first century. Acts 
specifically names Him as the Agent behind the church’s growth (9:31). The Spirit 
directed Philip to witness to the Ethiopian eunuch (8:29ff). He transported Philip from 
the desert to Azotus so he could engage in a preaching mission (8:39-40). He directed 
Peter to accompany men to Cornelius’s house, leading to the inclusion of Gentiles in the 
church (10:19-20; 11:12). He revealed to a prophet named Agabus that a famine was 
imminent, enabling the Antioch church to send relief to Jerusalem (11:27-30). He 
prevented Paul and his companions from pursuing their plans to minister in particular 
regions (16:6-7). And He warned Paul of the dangers of going to Jerusalem (20:22-23; 21:4, 
10-11). 

• The church’s relationship with the Spirit is of paramount importance. This is perhaps 
nowhere more clearly portrayed than in the story of Ananias and Sapphira, who died 
because of their irreverence toward the Spirit (5:1-11). For the most part, however, the 
early church leaned heavily on the Spirit’s direction and empowerment. The Jerusalem 
church considered Spirit-filling to be so important that it required it of leaders who would 
perform seemingly insignificant tasks (6:2-6). It designated Barnabas, a Spirit-filled man, 
to journey to Antioch on its behalf (11:22-24). Its leaders sought the Spirit’s wisdom in 
making resolutions that would affect the Christian world of their day (15:28-29). The 
church at Antioch responded to the Spirit’s instruction to commission Barnabas and Saul 
for missionary service (13:1-4). And Paul recognized the Spirit’s role in appointing church 
leaders in Ephesus (20:28). 

 
The Holy Spirit as the Shekinah Glory fills the Church as the Temple.  
 
This power is also noted in Acts 13:1-4 where He sends individual through His Church. 
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III. From Jerusalem to the Ends of the Earth (1:8b) 
 
“Acts reveals a progression of the gospel that divides the book into six parts. At the end of each 
section is a summary statement (6:7, 9:31, 12:24, 16:5, 19:20, 28:30-31). The progression begins in 
Jerusalem (1:1-6:7), extends to Judea, Galilee, and Samaria (6:8-9:31), Syria and Cyprus (9:32-
12:24), Pisidia, Pamphylia, Lycaonia, and Cilicia (12:25-16:5), Asia and Greece (16:6-19:20), and 
finally Rome (19:21-28:31).”5 
 
Notice how each section ends with the increase of the Word and His Church. 
 

“The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith” (Acts 6:7). 
 
“So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and going on 
in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase” (Acts 9:31). 
 
“But the word of the Lord continued to grow and to be multiplied” (Acts 12:24). 
 
“So the churches were being strengthened in the faith, and were increasing in number daily” (Acts 16:5). 
 
“So the word of the Lord was growing mightily and prevailing” (Acts 19:20). 
 
30 “And he stayed two full years in his own rented quarters and was welcoming all who came to him, 31 

preaching the kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, 
unhindered” (Acts 28:30, 31). 

 

You can build big buildings and gather multitudes of people, but biblical Missions has at its 
center the Word of God and His Church. 
 

A. Jerusalem (1-6:7) 
B. Judea / Samaria (6:8-9:31) 
C. Ends of the Earth (9:32-28) 

 
What God intended in Genesis 1:28 and 2:15, He continues through the Book of Acts and finishes 
in the Book of Revelation. 
 
Adam and Eve were to extend the boundaries of the Garden until the borders touched and were 
to fill the earth with more “icons” (Gen. 1:28; 2:15). 
 

• 21 “but indeed, as I live, all the earth will be filled with the glory of the LORD” (Num. 14:21). 
 

• 9 “They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of 
the LORD As the waters cover the sea” (Isa. 11:9). 
 

• 14 “For the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the 
sea” (Hab. 2:14). 

 
This is seen in the inclusion of “all Nations” in God’s Story (Gen. 12:3; Psalms; Luke 24:47; Acts 
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1:8; 28:30, 31). 
 
The occurrences are too numerous to note, but you would have to intentionally turn a blind eye 
and deaf ear not to see and hear God’s inclusion of the Nations in His Story. Consider for a 
moment the occurrence of this idea in the Book of Romans. 
 

• “By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his 
name” (Rom. 1:5). 
 

• “Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was 
let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles” (Rom. 1:13). 

•  
• “Is he the God of the Jews only? Is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also” (Rom. 3:29). 

 

• “(As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, 
who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were” (Rom. 4:17). 
 

• “Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, according to 
that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be” (Rom. 4:18). 
 

• “Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?” (Rom. 9:24). 
 

• 11 “I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall 
salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 12 Now if the fall of them be the 
riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their 
fullness?” (Rom. 11:11, 12). 
 

• “For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own 
conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in” (Rom. 
11:25). 

 
• “And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy; as it is written, For this cause I will confess to 
thee among the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name” (Rom. 15:9). 
 

• “And again he saith, Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with his people” (Rom. 15:10). 
 

• “And again, Praise the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and laud him, all ye people” (Rom. 15:11). 
 

• “And again, Esaias saith, There shall be a root of Jesse, and he that shall rise to reign over the Gentiles; 
in him shall the Gentiles trust” Rom. 15:12). 
 

• “That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the 
offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 15:16). 
 

• “For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the 
Gentiles obedient, by word and deed” (Rom. 15:18). 
 

• “It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have been made partakers 
of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things” (Rom. 15:27). 
 

• “Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the 
churches of the Gentiles. 
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• “But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the 
everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith” (Rom. 16:26). 

 

The Book of Acts intends for us to see how God’s Story is being fulfilled in the days of the apostle 
Paul. However, we would be shortsighted if we do not see how the mission carried forward by 
the apostles and the early church is our mission.  
 
I believe what God promised is coming to pass. However, let us for a moment consider some 
information that will help us with our strategy in Missions. 
 
On the Day of Pentecost, God inaugurated a return to the Garden. It is, however, an ALREADY 
/ NOT YET reality (comparing The Book of Acts with The Book of Revelation).  
 
• 86% of all unreached people groups lie within the region called the 10/40 window, which is 
between 10 and 40 degrees north and from the west coast of Africa to the east coast of Asia. 
(Joshua Project) 

• In AD 100 there were 360 people for every believer. Now there are 7.3 people for every 
believer. (Winter et al., 1) 

• In AD 100 there were 12 unreached people groups for every congregation of believers. Now 
there is 1 unreached people group for every 1000 congregations. (Winter et al., 3) 

• 90% of foreign missionaries work among already reached people groups. 10% work among 
unreached people groups. (Winter and Koch, 543) 

• Despite Christ's command to evangelize, 67% of all humans from AD 30 to the present day 
have never even heard the name of Jesus Christ. (Baxter 2007, 12) 

• 91% of all Christian outreach/evangelism does not target non-Christians, but targets other 
Christians. (Baxter 2007, 12) 

• There are 7.3 billion people in the world. (Joshua Project) 
o 2.3 billion are Christian (748 million are Evangelical Christian). (Joshua Project; Barrett 
and Johnson, 2001, 20) 

o 1.7 billion are Muslim. (Joshua Project) 
o 1.1 billion are Hindu. (Joshua Project) 
o 979 million are Non-Religious. (Joshua Project) 
o 488 million are Buddhist. (Joshua Project)6 

 
• Only 1/4 of North American cross-cultural missionaries are involved in evangelism 
activities (such as preaching, translation, church planting, and teaching), while 3/4 are 
involved in administration and support work (such as agriculture, aviation, community 
development, literacy, medicine, and relief efforts). (Yohannan, Come Let's Reach the World, 
63) 

• Christian organizations spend $8 billion a year on conferences. (Yohannan, Come Let's Reach 
the World, 126) 

• There are over 3,000 indigenous mission boards in India that have a combined total of 100,000 
missionaries. (Finley 2004, 47) 
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• Indigenous missionaries do 90% of pioneer mission work, but only receive 10% of mission 
funding. Meanwhile foreign missionaries do 10% of pioneer mission work, but receive 
90% of mission funding. (Finley 2004, 178 & 244)7 

 
Why Missions? Missions is the means through which God fulfills His design for His people and 
His Creation. Missions is the local church fulfilling the instruction given to Adam and Eve to 
expand the borders of the Garden and to fill the Garden with “icons.” By planting local churches, 
local churches are expanding the borders of the Garden and filling the earth with “icons.” 
 
PAY IT FORWARD 
 
A man found himself trudging one day through the stark, bone dry desert in the blazing sun. 
As he walked for hours and hours on end, he became parched and dehydrated because of the 
blistering sun and unrelenting heat. The miles and miles of sand offerent no moisture for him, 
and, as he crested every sand dune hoping to see even a tiny puddle of water, the desert only 
offered him more dry sand and more blazing heat to deal with. Finally, after miles and miles of 
miserable journey, he was about to drop and give up, but crested a dune and saw a most blessed 
sight. A few feet away, stuck in the middle of the sand, was an old fashioned, hand operated 
water pump. As he staggered over to the old rusty pump, with its long, metal handle and 
curving spout, he noticed that a message was stuck to it. He reached up and removed the 
withered paper message that had been browned by years in the hot sun and read it. It said… 
 
"Dear Friend,  
 
This pump is all right as of June 1932. I put a new sucker washer in it and it should last for at 
least five years. But the washer dries out and the pump has to be primed. So under the white 
rock to the north I’ve buried a bottle of water, out of the sun and corked up.  
 
There’s enough water in the bottle to prime the pump, but not if you take a drink first. Pour 
about one-fourth of the water and let it soak the leather washer. Then pour in the rest medium 
fast and pump like crazy. You’ll get water.  
 
This well has never run dry. Have some faith. Then, when you’ve pumped all the water you 
need, fill the bottle and put it back where you found it for the next feller who travels this path.  
 
“Desert Pete" 
 
God designed the Mission as, “Paying It Forward.” Fortunately for us, the fulfillment of God’s 
Vision does not depend on human frailty, finitude, or failure. God is the means through which 
He works His will in and through His people. The principle, however, is for each generation, 
each church to PAY IT FORWARD. 
 
We are part of a historical legacy and what we do now matters not just to us in the present but 
to the generations that follow. 
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 “Missions is not the ultimate goal of the Church. Worship is. Missions exists because 
worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man. When 
this age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before the 
throne of God, missions will be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But worship abides 
forever. 
 
Worship, therefore, is the fuel and goal of missions. It’s the goal of missions because in 
missions we simply aim to bring the nations into the white hot enjoyment of God’s glory. 
The goal of missions is the gladness of the peoples in the greatness of God. “The Lord reigns; 
let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad!” (Ps 97:1). “Let the peoples praise thee, 
O God; let all the peoples praise thee! Let the nations be glad and sing for joy!” (Ps 67:3-4). 
 
But worship is also the fuel of missions. Passion for God in worship precedes the offer of 
God in preaching. You can’t commend what you don’t cherish. Missionaries will never call 
out, “Let the nations be glad!” who cannot say from the heart, “I rejoice in the Lord…I will 
be glad and exult in thee, I will sing praise to thy name, O Most High” (Ps 104:34, 9:2). 
Missions begins and ends in worship.”8 

 
Why Dandelions?9 
Whether you love them or whether you hate them, dandelions are 
perhaps the most familiar plant in the world. They’re the one species of 
plant that just about anyone can identify at a glance, familiar to humans 
as the dog. 
 
This most common of plants is now a despised weed, but it wasn’t 
always that way. Dandelions were once a valued commodity, purposely 
transported by humans across oceans and continents. Americans today 
spend forty billion dollars annually on lawn care, and a hefty part of 

that budget goes to the attempt to eradicate dandelions–the very plant that was brought 
to this country by its earliest settlers, who prized the plant for its medicinal powers, and 
nurtured the cheerful golden flowers for their beauty. Not too long ago, prize dandelions 
were exhibited at county fairs–one variety was patriotically christened the “American 
Improved.” Gardeners used to weed out the grass to make room for the dandelions. 
 
What happened? In an amazingly short space of time–less than one human life-span–this 
loved garden flower became the most unpopular plant in the neighborhood. Thirty 
million acres of the United States are lawns, and an estimated eighty million pounds of 
pesticides are used on them annually. Probably no other plant in the world undergoes 
such a barrage of deadly chemicals; humans have attempted to exterminate dandelions 
with a passion that’s usually reserved for cockroaches or tarantulas. Yet the dandelion 
remains. 
 
How does the dandelion do it? What’s the secret of its success? In these days of 
environmental destruction, thousands of species are on the verge of extinction. Not just 
California condors and blue whales, plants are in peril, too; wild orchids and ferns, 
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painted trillium and pink lady-slippers: whole species are declining in spite of frantic 
efforts to preserve them. An estimated 100,000 species of plants are in danger of extinction 
worldwide. It might be worth our while to examine how it happens that the dandelion 
can thrive, in the most inhospitable of habitats, defying humans’ best efforts to get rid of 
it. 
 
Seeds are often carried as many as 5 miles from their origin! 

 
Dandelion season is upon us. My current lawn is enclosed by woods and no neighbors are able 
to see my lawn so I have no pressure to keep my lawn pristine. In fact, my lawn is green and 
that is about as far as I would go. We use no chemicals on our lawn and thus our lawn has many 
helpful and medicinal plants growing. During the dandelion season, my lawn is covered with 
yellow flowers. At some point, those flowers go to seed. My grandchildren love scattering their 
seed. It is amazing to see how one dandelion has so much power. 
 
Usually, those who seek to have grass lawns do not like the dandelion and go to great lengths 
to kill the poor thing. But the dandelion persists. I liken the dandelion to the church and the 
mission of God. 
 
Each of those dandelions are a local church. Each local church will bear fruit and will be 
deployed at some point into their immediate community. However, some of those deployed 
with be displaced. Some will travel great distances from their origin, where they will potential 
replant and start the process all over again. I want us to see ourselves like the dandelion flower. 
Visualize the impact we can have on our community and then realize the impact we will through 
some have on a much larger field. We should also see ourselves as part of a much larger 
community of dandelions whereby our impact is multiplied beyond our ability to comprehend. 
 

Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 

1. You and I must accept what God designed us for is linked inseparably to the gathered 
community.  

2. You and I must accept what we need to fulfill God’s Vision, we already have in the 
indwelling Holy Spirit. 

3. You and I must accept that the Mission and Vision of God encompasses everyone, 
everywhere, in every age.  

4. Thus, we must strengthen our church for the purpose of establishing new churches. 

1 https://www.insight.org/resources/bible/the-history-of-the-early-church/acts  
2 http://jimerwin.com/2014/02/25/the-book-of-acts-of-the-apostles-by-dr-luke/  
3 http://jimerwin.com/2014/02/25/the-book-of-acts-of-the-apostles-by-dr-luke/  
4 Unknown source 
5 https://www.blueletterbible.org/study/intros/acts.cfm  
6 http://www.aboutmissions.org/statistics.html  
7 http://www.aboutmissions.org/statistics.html  
8 John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad! The Supremacy of God in Missions (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1993/2003), 17. 
9 http://anitasanchez.com/the-teeth-of-the-lion-the-story-of-the-beloved-and-despised-dandelion/  

                                                           


