
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  November 1, 2015 
Title:  The Wrath of God against the Sins of Humanity. 
Text:  Romans 1:18-32 
Theme: Without the wrath quenching power of Jesus’ person and work, the sinner faces 

the full outworking of divine judgment. 
 
Introduction: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When considering the Gospel Story, we often begin with humanity’s insurrection [-], rather than 
with God’s intent [+]. However, God’s good news is that He created us to know and experience 
the joy He has within Himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. To this, we said NO! 
 
Our opening statement in Romans 1:1-17 is the celebration of God’s power in the person and 
work of Jesus Christ to save all those who believe. Here, in our current text, is humanity’s 
response to God’s kindness. 
 
The BIG IDEA of our text is as follows, “All of Humanity is Accountable to God for their Sin.” 
 
This text begins with a huge presupposition. It assumes we embrace a certain worldview. 
 

God 
Creation 
Rejection 

Consequence  
Accountable 

 
It also assumes we agree on sin’s definition. What is sin? Sin is a rejection of (1) God and  
(2) His plan/purpose (3) for His creation and us. It is because we have said no to God’s 
invitation for joy that we become the objects of His wrath. Our text explains this Story. There 
are four movements concerning God’s wrath against unrighteousness. 
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OUTLINE 
 
I. The revealing of His wrath (v. 18).  

 
Two statements are made concerning the wrath of God. 
 

A. The wrath of God is continuous 
 

1. The wrath of God is revealed in the Bible (John 3:36). 
 

2. The wrath of God is revealed at the cross of Christ. 
 

3. The wrath of God is revealed in the natural world (Gal. 6:7, 8).  
 
B. The wrath of God is impartial 

 
Where is the wrath of God revealed against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of humanity? 
God’s wrath is revealed in the cross event. The wrath of God is as real as His Love. God hates sin 
so vastly more than you and I could possibly conceive. The depth of His hatred for sin is played 
out at Calvary. The cross is God’s response to sins atrocity. 
 
Some suggest the grace message has a low view of personal sin. Friend, it is because of our view 
of the gospel that we have a high view of sin. God sees our sin for what it is and knows there is 
nothing we can do to undo our dilemma. Thus, He took it upon Himself to deal with it for the 
last time and sent His Son to be the sacrifice for our sin.  
 
In the person and work of Jesus, God addresses our sin. Thus, the gospel causes us to have a high 
view of how horrible sin is and how wonderful Jesus is. For you to reject God’s provision is to 
belittle what God has done and is to elevate what you think you can do. God has done everything 
necessary for the sinner to avoid this judgment. Nevertheless, because of this rejection of God, 
the individual must bear the judgment against sin alone. 
 

II. The reasons for His wrath (vv.19-23) 
 
The reasons for His wrath (vv.19, 21 [dioti “For This Reason” {1:19, 21; 3:20; 8:7 only time in 
Romans}]) are twofold. 
 

A. Because they reject the internal witness of creation (v. 19 [“Evident within them”]) 
 
B. Because they reject the external witness of the creator (v. 21 [“since the Creation of the 
World”]) 

 
Three statements describe the role of Creation and its relationship to humanity. 
 

1. This information is cognitive (“known” gnostos).  
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God has woven into our very being the “itch” that only He can “scratch.” We know there is 
something or someone more. We turn to everything and/or everyone other than God and in our 
turning toward the lesser; we are turning from God. 
 
Our text will describe this turning in the following four ways. 
 

a. They suppress the truth in unrighteousness (v. 18) 
b. They choose not to honor Him as God or give thanks (v. 21) 
c. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie (v. 25) 
d. They did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer (v. 28) 

 
2. This information is clear (“clearly seen” hypox legomenon kathorao, “To look 
down, see from above, view from on high, to see thoroughly, perceive clearly, 
understand”). 

 
The entire removal of God as creator is an assault against his or her own accountability before 
Him. Any teaching that removes God as Creator and humanity as the creation is an assault 
against the storyline of Scripture. 
 
This is a primary idea behind ANSWERS IN GENESIS with Ken Ham. As soon as you reject 
creation as coming from God, you undermine the Creator / Creature distinction and ultimate 
accountability. 

 
3. This information is condemnatory (“without excuse” literally “no apology”).  

 
In the great Day of Judgment, no one will be able to charge God with wrongdoing. In that day, 
accused humanity will bow their head in abject shame and culpability. In the great Day of 
separation, those who reject God will receive their just sentence, and be separated from Him 
forever. 
 
Notice with me from the text the progression of humanity’s descent. 
 

a. Ingratitude rejects God (V. 21 [“I Will Not Acknowledge God”]) 
 

b. Independence rejects God (V. 22 [“I Do Not Need God”]) 
 

c. Equality rejects God (V. 23 [“I Am God”]) 
 

The quest for independence was deliberate and degrading. 
 

i. Men’s rejection of God was deliberate (v. 21a “They Knew God” 
[alla]). Same word as in verse 19 [ginostos {noun, here verb}]. 
 

ii. Men’s rejection of God was degrading (v. 21a “They Became Futile”) 
 
Because they rejected God, God would now “reject” them. 



 

4 

 

 
III. The results of His wrath (vv. 24-32) 

 
A. God gave them over to defiled hearts (v. 24) 
 
B. God gave them over to degrading passions (v.26) 
 
C. God gave them over to depraved minds (v.28) 

 
Our current immoral culture is nothing new. We might think there were periods of moral 
purity, but immorality has always existed. There have always been those who pursue 
immoral activity and justify their actions by rejecting God. Yet the opposite is true. The 
collapse of any moral sensitivity is the result of rejecting God. We do not reject God to 
participate in immoral pursuits. We first reject God, AND THEN we fall into the pit of 
degrading passions. 
 
This dark display of depravity is not an act of rebellion, but a revealing of divine wrath. Our 
condition is not one of a welcome will, but rather of divine wrath. 
 
Our current immoral climate as a nation is not new. What might be “new” is seeking to justify 
such behavior as acceptable before the Christian God. Although our tendency is to fixate on 
the degrading passions part in our text, more is said concerning our depraved minds in 
verses 28-31 than what is stated in verses 26 and 27.  
 
Verses 29-31 are the longest list of sins found in any of Paul’s Letters. What Paul describes in 
our text is the darkness of humanity’s heart. This is who we are IN ADAM. 
 
Fortunately, the JESUS SEED produces GOSPEL FRUIT. I do not have to act like a Christian; 
I am Christian. I do not have to align my moral or ethical compass with the Bible. THE 
GOSPEL aligns my moral and ethical compass for me. I do not dismiss the struggle against 
sin, but sin is not the focus of my energies. My fixation is on the person and work of Jesus 
and because of who He is and what He does, the Holy Spirit works in me and through me 
biblical morality. 
 
Notice what happens in our text. The outworking of rejecting God is a bondage to sin and 
finally, death. 

 
IV. The reward of His wrath (vv. 27, 32) 
 
The reward of His wrath (vv. 27, 32) - WORTHY OF DEATH. Verse 32 uses the word 
“worthy.” Worthy means “suitable.” Death is a suitable and corresponding response to sin. 
Verse 27 speaks of, “the due penalty of their error.” Friend, God has woven into the very 
fabric of sin, death. Sin has an intrinsic demerit. The penalty against sin corresponds to it. 

 



 

5 

 

Verse 32 uses the same word family (epiginosko) as found in verses 19, 21. The GENTILE 
world does not exist ignorant of these truths. They know the truth, but suppress the truth 
and believe the lie. 
 
Our text uses the word “practice.” The word is a present active participle. Those who reject 
God are not us. Those who practice such things are still existing in the realm of sin and death 
(Rom. 5:12-21). Those who practice such things are still under the power and authority of sin 
(Rom. 6) and the Law (Rom. 7).  
 
You and I as the people of God have been delivered from such things, thus there is therefore 
now no condemnation. Nevertheless, for those who practice such things, only death awaits. 

 
Yet the problem is far worse than one might imagine. Not only does the unbeliever know 
such things are wrong, but do the same and enable and support those who practice such 
things. How is this not what we currently see unfolding on a national level? 
 
I do not believe our depravity is exceptional. I do believe, however, what we see nationally 
graphically illustrates what we are reading in our text about the Gentiles. 

 
There is no happy conclusion in rejecting God. There is no scenario where the sinner rejecting 
God WINS. Whatever tragedy looks like under the curse, none of it can compare to life 
without God awaiting the unbeliever in the life to come. 
 
V. What is the NEXT STEP? 

 
A. Do not reject God. 
B. If you find yourself somewhere in this list, repent and believe the Gospel. 
C. For those who do not repent and continue in your rejection of God’s provision in 

Christ, there is awaiting a fearful judgment, a judgment that will feel the full 
weight of God’s wrath. 

D. The GOSPEL Story 
 


