
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  November 8, 2015 
Title:  God Judges Equally Jews and Gentiles. 

Text:  Romans 2:1-16 

Theme: In the Day of Judgment, God will judge everyone equally against the standard of 

the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 
Introduction:  

 
We are still in the larger section of establishing the condemnation of all. Paul has moved from 
the Gentiles (Romans 1:18-32) to that of the Jews (2:1-16). He will become much more pointed 
in 2:17-3:8, but for now, the study stands on its own strength. There are two primary points in 
our text. 
 
OUTLINE 
 
I. The soul of God’s judgment (vv. 1-10)  

 
A. God’s judgment is impartial (vv. 1, 3, 9, 10 [Jew and Gentile], 11) 
 
1. Because of an impartial judgment, the audience is without excuse (v. 1). 

 
The word “without excuse” is used only twice in the New Testament, here and in Romans 1:20.  
The judgment of God is without flaw or fault.  Those upon whom the judgment falls are without 
excuse.  They can offer no defense as to why they should NOT be judged.   
 

2. Because of an impartial judgment, the audience is without escape (v. 3  
[1 Thess. 5:3; Heb. 2:3]). 

 
The word “escape” is our English word “fugitive”.  No one can be a “fugitive” from the 
judgment of God.  God will hold all men accountable.  And all shall stand guilty before the 
judgment seat of God. (See also 1 Thess. 5:3; Heb. 2:3). 
 
Without the cross of Christ looming over the wreckage of humanity no one stands a chance of 
escaping the impending judgment of God.  The one to whom we must and should turn to for 
deliverance is the very one we reject and crucify. 
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Notice the word “practice” found in 1:32; 2:1, 2, and 3. This text and those like it, contrast point 
in time sinning with a pattern of life sinning. See further 1 John 3:4-12; Eph. 5:5; Gal. 5.  
 
If one is a Christian, his life is Christian regardless of points in time. If one is not a Christian, his 
life is not Christian regardless of points in time. In our text, Paul charges the Jewish element as 
living in the same manner as do the Gentiles. Paul’s point will not be that the Gentiles are better 
than the Jews, but rather both Gentiles and Jews are condemned and in need of JESUS. 
 

B. God’s judgment is based on truth and righteousness (vv. 5, 8) 
 

C. God’s judgment is longsuffering (v. 4 [1 Pet. 3:20; 2 Pet. 3:9]) 
 
Notice the appeal made to the unbelieving. God is rich in calling the unbelieving to believe, but 
they are set in their ways and refuse to come thus ensuring a day of wrath. 
 
DESPISE v. 4 
“Despise or to presume on” (Kataphraveo) is used nine times in the New Testament.  It means, 
“To despise, hold in contempt, to mock, ridicule, to hold in derision or scorn”.  They see the 
longsuffering of God as being weak and unnecessary.  They do not need God’s help.  They treat 
as trivial the rich mercy of God. O how deep the depravity and deception of man runs. 
 
Listen to the words of The Human Manifesto as edited by Paul Kurtz.  It declares openly and 
defiantly man’s autonomy from God.  It states, “We can discover no divine purpose or 
providence for the human species.  While there is much that we do not know, humans are 
responsible for what we are or will become.  No deity will save us, we must save ourselves.” 
(p16).  That is a statement of contempt and this is the mindset of the unsaved. 
 
The real tragedy of this passage is not the judgment befalling the unbelieving, but the rejection 
of God’s gracious invitation to the sinner to partake and enjoy the lavish nature of His person 
and work.   
 
In the vastness of God’s prolific displays His desire and intent is for the sinner to repent of their 
hatred of Him and turn to the true and only source for copious life. 
Consider the usage of the word rich as it relates to God (Luke 16:11; Rom. 9:23; 10:12; 11:12, 33; 
Eph. 1:7, 18; 2:7; 3:8, 16; Phil. 4:19; Col. 1:27; 1 Tim. 6:17; Rev. 5:12). 
 
“If there were millions of worlds, and as many heavens full of men and angels, Christ would 
not be pinched to supply all our wants.  Christ is a well of life, but who knows how deep it is to 
the bottom?”1  
 
How can we read this and not be overwhelmed by the plethora of God’s copious provision?  
Does not the abiding Holy Spirit stir within us passion for the Father, Son and Holy Spirit?  
Although I can forget The Story, I for one cannot read such statements without being moved. 
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Friend herein lays the greater travesty against God in that He is abundant in His resources 
toward us and we are indifferent, unresponsive and cold to Him.  Consider how we feel when 
those whom we love appear cold and insensitive toward us?  And they have every right to be 
so.  Consider how much greater is God’s provision and then contrast this with how unmoved 
we are toward Him?  Oh may the Holy Spirit warm our hearts by revealing to us the resurrected 
and living Christ? 
 

D. God’s judgment is most certain (v. 5) 
 

E. God’s judgment is based on one’s deeds (vv. 6-10) 
 
Notice 1:8, 12 “faith” 
Notice 1:16 “believes” 
Notice how the sinner rejects God’s invitation for joy in 1:18, 21, 23, 25, 28. Those who reject God 
do not believe God. Paul has not gone from the gospel to works righteousness. Gospel fruit is 
only possible through the JESUS SEED. 
 
In Romans 2:6-10 and following, the “work” is a fruit of believing. Jesus is clear, we will know 
them by their “fruit” (Matt. 7:20). 
 
“I do not seek to live as a Christian, for I am Christian.”  
The Jesus Seed produces in me and through me gospel fruit. 
 
PSALM 62 
Paul cites Psalm 62 in verse 6. 
Psalm 62 is an affirmation of faith in the person of God for the saving of one’s soul. There is no 
work, but to trust God alone and only. 
 
The “soul” of God’s judgment is the rejection by His people of His joy. From an unveiling of the 
judgment’s soul, he moves into the scope of God’s judgment. It is without bias. All are judged 
equally and impartially. 
 
II. The scope of God’s judgment (vv. 11-16)  
 
vv. 11-14 
“For” – Explains doing good and doing evil in the context of having or not having the Law. 
 
vv. 11-16 
In our text, Paul charges the Jewish element as living in the same manner as do the Gentiles. 
The issue is not how the Gentiles are justified by their conformity to the Law written in their 
hearts (cf. 1:19). Paul would find such thinking horrifying. Paul’s point is both Gentiles and Jews 
are condemned and in need of JESUS. Neither can meet the standard established in the gospel. 
Both fall short. 
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Verse 16 summarizes Paul’s entire argument. The “judgment” is “According to my gospel, God 
will judge . . . Through Jesus Christ.” 
 
There are not two standards: self-righteousness and Jesus. There is one standard, one 
benchmark, and one hope. 
 
“THERE ARE fundamentally only two doctrines of salvation: that salvation is from God, and 
that salvation is from ourselves. The former is the doctrine of common Christianity; the latter is 
the doctrine of universal heathenism.”2  
 
Salvation is not divine enablement so that you, working with God, can save yourself. Such 
thinking begins with God, but ends with man.  Bible redemption from sin and death and for joy 
and glory says, “Salvation is of the Lord.” 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. This passage is for the sinner.  Those who reject God will not escape the wrath of God.  We 
can deceive ourselves into thinking there is some other way apart from Jesus to be saved. 
But there is none. 

2. Do you believe Jesus Christ?  He is the gospel of God. 
3. God’s Vision is for creation is to be covered with the knowledge of His glory as the waters 
cover the sea. His means to that end is to make disciples who gather as local churches. The 
disconnect is sin. The only solution is Jesus. Let us go and tell.  

 
 

1
 Samuel Rutherford, The Loveliness of Christ, pp. 19, 26-29, 40 in Voices from the Past: Puritan 
Devotional Readings, Ed. Richard Rushing, 273. 
2
 B.B. Warfield, The Plan of Salvation. 

                                                           


