
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  November 15, 2015 
Title:  “Who is a JEW?” 
Text:  Romans 2:17-3:8 
Theme: The Law demands a circumcision of the heart and only the Holy Spirit can do this. 
 
Introduction:  
Paul writes to a church that is struggling. There are tensions between those who desire to 
maintain certain Jewish rituals and those who do not practice such things. In order to correct 
their attitudes, the apostle reminds them of the pit from which they were pulled. The text 
reminds us that the field is level as it relates to condemnation. 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
In preparation for this study, I noted popular preaching on this text.  According to many, the 
take away was this, “The key question will be: Do you practice what you preach? What you say 
to others do you do yourself?” Is this what Paul is calling us to?  
 
THE ISSUE 
Paul is not calling the Jew to behave better or to clean up their life or to stop being hypocritical.  
This is where we go in our moralistic preaching/teaching. What Paul does say is, “Because there 
is no fruit, there is no root.”  
 
Paul is saying, “Verily, verily, I say to you, unless you are born-again, you cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” Paul is saying that unless and until you are born-again, you are no different 
from the Gentile. 
 
Neither relying on the Law (vv. 17-20) nor flesh circumcision (vv. 25-29) can save anyone.  Paul 
speaks of the “doers of the Law” (2:13), “obeying the law (v. 25), and “keeping the precepts of 
the law” (2:26). Isn’t circumcision keeping the law? Is he suggesting the uncircumcised were not 
stealing or committing adultery or robbing temples? What does it mean to keep or obey the law? 
Law obedience is believing Jesus is the Messiah. When we believe in Jesus as Messiah, He 
produces law fruit. 
 
In verses 17-24, Paul highlights how “one’s profession without personal compliance in empty.” 
He goes on to point out how “the ritual without the reality is equally empty” (vv. 25-29). 
 
Let us consider how Paul gets there. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. The claim (vv. 17-20 [11 “assets”]) 

 

• The advantage of being a Jew 
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• Your behavior contradicts your status as “Jew” (17-20) and in so doing; God is not 
honored (21-24). Only the Seed of the gospel can produce the fruit of the gospel (vv. 25-
29). 

• Now the ADVANTAGES 

• of nationality (v. 17) 

• of Law reliance (v. 17) 

• of knowing His will (v. 18) 

• of being a guide and teacher (vv. 19, 20) 
 

• They were looking to these things for their identity. The issue of identity is so 
important. How do you define yourself before others? How do you define yourself 
before God? Often we blend these two ideas in a harmful way. We typically 
identity ourselves before others by our works. This is problematic. We tragically 
extrapolate this identity onto our relationship with God.  
 

II. The hypocrisy (vv. 21-24 [they break the law]) 
 

• The accusation against the Jew - You violate the very standards you claim to 
uphold. 

• The consequence of their hypocrisy (vv. 23, 24) 
 

III. The facts (vv. 25-27) 
 

• The application to the Jew 

• Circumcision + disobedience [steals/immoral] = no value 

• Uncircumcision + obedience [honest/moral] = value 

• The uncircumcised law keeper will judge the circumcised lawbreaker. If this 
were the issue, then Gentiles would judge Jews.  
 

IV. The conclusion (vv. 28, 29) 
 

• The person pleasing to God is the one born of the Spirit 

• If 2:17-29 is true, then . . . 3:1-8. 
 
The rich young ruler held to the Letter of the Law, 
as did the apostle Paul before his conversion and 
neither were born-again. 
 
The issue of circumcision of heart is what we find 
in John 3 with Nicodemus. 
 
God demands a circumcision of the heart.  This is 
common Old Testament language for rebirth 
(Deut. 10:16; 30:6; Jer. 4:4; Col. 2:11, 12). 



 

 

3 

 
• So circumcise your heart, and stiffen your neck no longer. (Deut. 10:16) 

 

• Moreover the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the 
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may live. (Deut. 30:6) 
 

• Circumcise yourselves to the LORD And remove the foreskins of your heart, Men of Judah and 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, Or else My wrath will go forth like fire And burn with none to quench it, Because 
of the evil of your deeds. (Jer. 4:4) 
 

• 11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the 
body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; 12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you 
were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. (Col. 
2:11, 12) 

 

The Jews have sought to take refuge under every conceivable activity and thought.  Despite their 

effort, they continued to come up short.  So it is with the sinner.  When confronted with the truth 

claims of Christ they will endeavor to offer all manner of excuses as to why they are okay. They 

will sew their own clothes, as did Adam and Eve.  Unfortunately, nothing in our hands we bring, 

only to the cross can we cling.   

 

• The law cannot save the Jew (vv.17-24) 

• Circumcision cannot save the Jew (vv. 25-27) 

• Birth cannot save the Jew (vv.28-29 [McClain, Romans, p. 82]). 
 
If we walk away from this text thinking God wants me to change my behavior or work harder 
to please Him, then we have failed to understand the gospel. Let us be clear. Your obedience in 
the areas of honesty, morality, and idolatry are products of the Jesus Seed. The gospel does not 
ask you to be honest, moral, or loyal. It anticipates and expects. We do not ask the sun to be 
bright and warm or the rain to be wet and refreshing. We anticipate and expect such things to 
be what they are.  
 
If you claim to love Jesus and are not honest, moral, and loyal, then you have a problem and the 
problem is not that you steal, commit adultery, or worship idols. The problem is your failure to 
see Jesus as enough. The corrective is always a deeper knowledge and love for the gospel. This 
is what Paul is driving at. It is only as we understand the gospel that we will crush our arrogance, 
our selfishness, and our idolatry. 
 
Notice the response the Jews offer in 3:1-8. 
 
 
V. The shock (vv. 1-8 [Four charges against God]) 
 
The Jews find themselves offended by Paul’s charge. What is of interest is the direction of their 
disgust. 
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• The arguments by the Jews 

• Remember, “No Excuse” 1:20; 2:1 [Notice 9:14-24] 

• The “accusations” raised against God show the uncircumcision of their hearts. 
 

A. 1st ARGUMENT 
First Argument: what advantage is my race and religion (v.1)? 
First Answer: much in every way because to you were given the word of God (v.2). God could 
have left them as those in chapter 1:18-32 with only the internal witness and general revelation. 
But to this God gave them special revelation. 
 

B. 2nd ARGUMENT 
Second Argument: does the unbelief of some negate all the promises of God (v.3)? 
Second Answer: God forbid – God proves himself faithful to those of faith (v.4). 
 

C. 3rd ARGUMENT 
Third Argument: if my sin promotes God’s righteousness, then why is God taking vengeance 
on me (v.5)? 
Third Answer: God forbid – if such were the case, then how could God judge anyone (v.6)? 
 

D. 4th ARGUMENT 
Fourth Argument: if God is glorified through my sin, then why am I judged as a sinner (v.7)? 
Fourth Answer: such thinking is damnable (v.8)! 
 

E. THE ISSUE 
 

1. Their point. How can God judge me if my sin brings Him glory? Instead of 
repenting of their unbelief, they seek to justify their behavior and accuse God of 
wrongdoing. 

2. God’s point. My glory is seen in me keeping my Word. Because you will not 
repent and believe, your condemnation is fitting. 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

As a sidebar to this study, if we walk away from this text thinking God wants me to change my 
behavior or work harder to be better, then we have failed to understand the gospel. Only the 
root of the gospel can produce the fruit of the gospel. Your obedience only happens when you 
look to Jesus as the author and finisher of faith. 
 

“The basic structure of moralism comes down to this — the belief that the Gospel can be 
reduced to improvements in behavior.” The deadly danger of moralism has been a 
constant temptation to the church and an ever-convenient substitute for the Gospel. 
Clearly, millions of our neighbors believe that moralism is our message. Nothing less than 
the boldest preaching of the Gospel will suffice to correct this impression and to lead 
sinners to salvation [and moral behavior] in Christ.” 
http://www.albertmohler.com/2009/09/03/why-moralism-is-not-the-gospel-and-why-so-many-christians-think-it-is/  
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Paul’s primary intent in leading us through such a thorough treatment of our condemnation 
has three applications. 
 
1. None of us should think more highly of ourselves than we ought (Rom. 12:3). 

 
For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than 

he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. 

(Rom. 12:3) 

 

2. Loving one another is the fulfillment of the Law (Rom. 13:8-10). 

 
8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. 9 

For this, “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT 

STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this 

saying, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 

therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. (Rom. 13:8-10) 

 

3. We are not to pass judgment on one another (Rom. 14:1-13) 

 
Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions. 

(Rom. 14:1) 

 
3 The one who eats is not to regard with contempt the one who does not eat, and the one who does not 

eat is not to judge the one who eats, for God has accepted him.  4 Who are you to judge the servant of 

another? To his own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

(Rom. 14:3, 4) 

 

But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with 

contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. (Rom. 14:10) 

 

Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this--not to put an obstacle or a 

stumbling block in a brother's way. (Rom. 14:13) 

 

When you understand just how rotten you were, you stop throwing rocks. Understanding 

human depravity causes us to stop judging others. God alone is the judge of fallen humanity. 


