
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  November 29, 2015 
Title:  God’s Scandalous Display – The Heart of the Gospel 
Text:  Romans 3:21-31 
Theme: In Jesus Christ, God openly placates His wrath against the sinner.  
 
Introduction:  
THE NATIONAL ENQUIRER reports ridiculous news hoping to capture the attention of the 
curios.  
 

Meet The 3-Year-Old Mayor of Dorset, Minnesota!  

The mini city leader's on a mission to make people happy  

Odd List: Blaze Of Glory! 

Surfer sets himself on fire as he rides a monster wave  

Tabby Trumps! 

Cats with a passing resemblance to The Donald!  

Matilda, The Cat From Another Planet! 

Little tabby has an eye condition … and 30,000 Facebook friends!  

Cops’ 3.5 MPH Chase 

Police stop an elderly woman on a handicap scooter as she rides on the highway!  

 
Almost without exception, we have become dulled and impervious to world news. Even the 
most horrific acts seem to come and go so quickly that no one is able to fully “appreciate” and 
process the gravity of what is heard and experienced. 
 
Yet, what Paul does in our text is most shocking. It is scandalous. The cross scandalizes the Jew 
and the Greek. Neither could visualize nor accept such upside down thinking. No one would 
have thought that the redemption of humanity would follow the path it did. Romans 11:33-36 
captures Paul’s response to the scandalous nature of the cross.  
 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and unfathomable His ways! 34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR 
WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR? 35 Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID 
BACK TO HIM AGAIN? 36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the 
glory forever. Amen. (Rom. 11:33-36) 

 
Yet, this is where we find ourselves in Romans 3:21-31. 
 
What Paul just did in Romans 1:18-3:20 is hammer the “will” out of his audience. It is the kind 
of feeling one has when pounded without mercy by a superior. Some parents are like this as 
are some employers and others who fit the category of bully. The intent of our previous 
section is to leave us in despair and without excuse. He desires for us to feel overwhelmed. We 
are guilty before the judgment seat of God. Now what? 

Pastor and author H. A. Ironside told about a new convert who gave his testimony during 
a church service. With joy in his heart, the man related how he had been delivered from 
a life of sin. He gave the Lord all the glory, making it clear that he had done nothing to 
earn salvation. 
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The person leading the service didn’t fully appreciate the truth that salvation is by grace 
through faith alone, apart from works. So he responded, “You seem to indicate that God 
did everything when He saved you. Didn’t you do your part before God did His?” The 
new Christian jumped to his feet and said, “Oh, yes, I did. For more than 30 years I ran 
away from God as fast as my sins could carry me. That was my part. But God took out 
after me and ran me down. That was His part.”1   

THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
Notice how 3:21 opens. Romans 3:21 provides us the ISSUE. Look at what we have in the 
church. How can God bring together Jews and Gentiles and be right in doing it?  

 
There is only one way for God to be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus, 

CALVARY. 
 
RIGHTEOUSNESS 
Let us begin by defining the idea of justification / righteousness. 
God is right and can declare/make right sinners who lay hold of God’s rightness in what He 
did in the person and work of Jesus. 
 

21 But now God has shown us a way to be made right with him without keeping the requirements of the 
law, as was promised in the writings of Moses and the prophets long ago. 22 We are made right with God 
by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are. 23 

For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 24 Yet God freely and graciously 
declares that we are righteous. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for 
our sins. 25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with God when they 
believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair 
when he held back and did not punish those who sinned in times past, 26 for he was looking ahead and 
including them in what he would do in this present time. God did this to demonstrate his righteousness, 
for he himself is fair and just, and he declares sinners to be right in his sight when they believe in Jesus.  
(Rom. 3:21-26, NLT) 

 
DEFINED 
The Righteousness of God is the alignment of what He does [justifies] with who He is [just]. 
God is right in all of His actions toward the condemned. 
 
This text explains God’s rightness in treating as righteous sinners. There are four parts to 
Paul’s explanation of God’s righteousness and then a three-fold response or challenge by his 
audience.   
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Outline: 
 
I. His Righteousness Revealed (vv. 21-22a). 

 
A. It is “apart from the Law” (v.21a) 

 
The purpose of the Law shows the rightness of God, but in so doing shows the wrongness of 
humanity. 
 

1. The Law reveals God and we delight. 
2. The Law reveals humanity and we despair. 

 
B. It is “witnessed to by the law and the prophets” (v.21b) 

 
Notice 1:2; 16:25, 26. The Hebrew Scripture speaks in shadow of the substance. The Hebrew 
Scripture witnesses to the substance through shadow (3:21), but it is the substance that 
thoroughly reveals (1:17, 18), publicly displays (3:25), and demonstrates (3:26) God’s rightness 
in saving sinners. 
 
Notice the words Paul uses concerning Jesus and the cross. 
 

• Revealed (1:17, 18 [apokalupto; here and in 8:18]) 

• Manifested (3:21 [phanaroo; 16:25, 26) 

• Displayed publicly (3:25 [three times in NT; to exhibit]) 

• Demonstrate (3:25, 26 [four times in NT; evident token, proof]) 
Notice Romans 3:5 and 5:8. Different word within the same family of words. 

 
Calvary lays out God’s love for His people, but it is more than His love for us. Calvary fixes the 
fall. It is God’s corrective so that what He set out to do will be done.   Calvary is God’s absolute 
demonstration of His commitment to His Vision for creating.  
 
II. His Righteousness Appropriated (vv. 22b, 23). 
 
Our text speaks of this manifestation / 
provision and its appropriation through faith / 
believing. 
 

A. It is “through faith in Jesus Christ”  
(vv. 22a, 25) 

 
Romans 3:20, 22, 24, 25, 27, 30, 31. 
 

B. It is “upon all that believe”  
(vv.22b, 26).  
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The believing are identified by faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ. Why is the gift 
extended to everyone? 
 

C. It is universally needed 
 
1. A past fact (‘all have sinned’ aorist active indicative) 
2. A present reality (“come short” present passive indicative) 

 
The Bible makes it clear that everyone, everywhere, at all times is lost and in need of Jesus. 
 
III. His Righteousness Supplied (v. 24). 
 

A. It is freely given: “being justified freely” (v.24) 
 
We are justified freely.  The word means “without price!”  The word “freely” is found nine times 

in the New Testament.  Perhaps one of the best passages bringing out its meaning is found in 

John 15:25.   

But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, they hated me without 

a cause.  (John 15:25) 

There is no reason or cause within the sinner that moved God to act.  He did what He did 

without a cause or cost to the recipient. 

B. It is grace based: “by his grace” 
C. It results in justification: “being justified” present passive participle 
D. It is solely and only in Christ Jesus 
E. It is upon all who believe (vv. 22, [“through faith in”] 24, 26) 

 
As image bearing individuals, we have the capacity of choice, but the idea that we recognize 
our sinfulness and see the provision in the person and work of Jesus for the saving of our 
souls, it a gift of His grace.  God has designed us to appropriate His provision through means 
of faith. 
 
WHAT IS FAITH 
Faith is knowledge of, assent to, and unreserved trust in the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
Saving faith sees itself the sinner for what they are and Jesus for what He is. Notice two quick 
examples of this in Luke 18:13, 14 [the publican] and Luke 18:18-27 [the rich young ruler]. 
 
IV. His Righteousness Proclaimed (vv. 25-26). 
 

A. God Is Propitiated (v. 25) 
 
1. In the court of law, guilt has been pardoned (“justification”). 
2. In the slave market, debt has been paid (“redeemed”). 
3. In the temple, wrath has been appeased (“propitiation”).  
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Justification solves the problem of man's guilt before a righteous Judge. Redemption solves 
the problem of man's slavery to sin, the world, and the devil. Propitiation solves the problem 
of offending God our Creator. Morris, quoting Moule: “The harlot, the liar, the murderer, are 
short of it; but so are you. Perhaps they stand at the bottom of a mine, and you on the crest 
of an Alp; but you are as little able to touch the stars as they.” Everyone falls short, but 
everyone can be justified freely by His grace. 2 

“The supreme object of ‘justifying faith’ is defined at verse 25.  It is the Person of Christ crucified 

as a means of propitiation or expiation, by whose blood God’s wrath is averted, and his mercy 

dispensed in a total remission of past sin.”3  

“Propitiation”:  “In Biblical Greek it is employed to designate the ‘mercy seat’ in the Holy of 

Holies, the golden plate above the Ark, on which, annually, on the Day of Atonement, the High 

Priest sprinkled the sacrificial blood to ‘atone for’ the nation’s sins.” 4 

“It was Christ’s death which was the propitiatory deed.  The unique feature of the Biblical idea 

of propitiation, without parallel in pagan religion, is that it is God Who Himself provides the 

means of propitiation and expiation.”5  

“The culminating moment of the Day of Atonement liturgy is the entry of the High Priest alone 

into the Holy of Holies.  No one except the High Priest was every permitted to see the Holy of 

Holies or the ‘mercy seat’; he went in on behalf of the people.  The whole transaction was 

wrapped in mystery, and carried out in great secrecy.  The startling thing in this verse is that 

Paul here speaks of the public display of the hilasterion mercy seat; it is no longer simply a 

piece of Temple furniture hidden behind the Veil to which only the High Priest had access.  This 

divinely appointed hilasterion, Christ, in his Death (or through His blood) has been brought out 

into the open, and all men can go, by faith, directly into this Holy of Holies (emphasis added).”6  

“The creedal text incorporated by Paul uses this famous Old Testament model in order to make 

clear what took place according to God’s will on Golgotha.  The yearly ritual of atonement in 

the temple, hidden from the eyes of God’s people, is now replaced by the atonement brought 

about publicly once for all time by God himself through the cross of Christ.  ‘Good Friday’ 

becomes the Great Day of Atonement of the Christian community.” 7  

“The propitiation was made possible by the shed blood Christ.  Its blessing is made available to us 

by faith.  It is because of the propitiation through the cross that divine forgiveness is justified.”8  

“Let us not fail to observe that the cross of Christ is central in the gospel according to Paul.  It 

is the heartbeat of the Christian faith.  It is the divine achievement for the salvation of a lost 

world.  The cross, in reality, is a spiritual Mount Everest that towers in majesty and sublimity 

above every other peak in the revelation of truth.” 9 

B. God Is Vindicated (v. 26) 
 

God, in forgiving sinners, was accused of being “soft toward sin”.  Here, at the cross, He is 

vindicated. 



 

 

6 

God has no basis for pardoning the guilty in the past. Everything He has said and done 
vindicates Him. What God does in and through His Son is just and through His Son, He can 
justify those who believe in the rightness of God’s actions. 
 

QUESTIONS 
Three challenging questions concerning this “new” demonstration of God’s righteousness 
because of Jesus and appropriated through faith. 
 

1. Does not justification by faith exclude boasting in my ability? 
YES! 

 

2. Does not justification by faith also include the Gentiles? 
YES! 

 

3. Does justification by faith nullify the Law? 
NO! On the contrary, IT ESTABLISHES THE LAW! 

 

IT IS FINISHED 
Jesus does exactly what the Law said He would do. In fulfilling the Seed Promise and 
completing the Blood Picture, Jesus fulfills every shadow promise. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 
 

The late Mike Yaconelli tells a true story about grace.  A young woman named Margaret 

had spent decades battling depression and anxiety that were traced back to a horrible day 

in school when a Teacher, frustrated with her tardiness, made her stand in front of the 

room and invited all the students to come up to the board and write something bad about 

her on the chalkboard.  The kids were ruthless. They wrote things like, “Margaret is 

ugly!”, “Margaret smells”, “Margaret is stupid”.  All twenty-five students went up to the 

board and wrote these hurtful things. This event inflicted wounds that Margaret found 

difficult to heal.  She battled depression, discouragement, and was angry all the 

time.  Finally she went to a [counselor] for help.  She spent two years meeting weekly but 

finally they had reached the end of their sessions.  Yaconelli tells the story, 

The counselor said, “Margaret, I know this will be difficult, but just to make sure you’re 
ready to move on, I am going to ask you to do something.  I want to go back to your 
schoolroom and detail the events of that day.  Take your time.  Describe each of the 
children as they approach the blackboard, remember what they wrote and how you felt 
– do this for all twenty five students. 
 

In a way, this would be easy for Margaret.  For forty years she had remembered every 

detail.  And yet, to go through the nightmare one more time would take every bit of 

strength she had.  After a long silence, she began the painful description. One by one, she 

described each of the students vividly, as though she had just seen them, stopping 
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periodically to regain her composure, forcing herself to face each of those students one 

more time. 

Finally she was done, and the tears would not stop, could not stop.  Margaret cried a long 

time before she realized someone was whispering her name. “Margaret, Margaret, 

Margaret.”  She looked up to see her counselor staring into her eyes, saying her name 

over and over again.  Margaret stopped crying for moment. 

“Margaret.  You  . . .you left out one person.: 

“I certainly did not!  I have lived with this story for forty years.  I know every student by 

heart.” 

“No, Margaret, you did forget someone.  See, he’s sitting in the back of the 

classroom.  He’s standing up, walking toward your teacher, Ms. Garner.  She is handing 

him a piece of chalk and he’s taking it.  Margaret, he’s taking it!  Now he’s walking over 

to the blackboard and picking up an eraser.  He is erasing every one of the sentences the 

students wrote.  They are gone!  Margaret, they are gone!  Do you recognize him yet?  Yes, 

his name is Jesus.  Look, he’s writing new sentences on the board. ‘Margaret is 

loved.  Margaret is beautiful.  Margaret is gentle and kind.  Margaret is strong.  Margaret 

has great courage.’” 

And Margaret began to weep.  But very quickly, the weeping turned into a smile, and 

then into laughter, and then into tears of joy.” 10  

God desires for His children to know, choose, and feel the full measure of His person and work.  

May God once more condescend and grace us with the overwhelming sense of His 

unconditional love. 

 

1 http://odb.org/1999/10/24/saved-by-grace/ 
2
 http://preceptaustin.org/romans_324-26.htm 

3
 Matthew Black, Romans, NCBC, 65. 

4
 Matthew, Black, Romans, NCBC, 69. 

5
 Matthew Black, Romans, NCBC, 73. 

6
 Matthew Black, Romans, NCBC, 69-70. 

7
 Peter Stuhlmacher, Paul’s Letter to the Romans: A Commentary, 59. 

8
 Clifton J. Allen, The Gospel According to Paul, 46. 

9
 Clifton J. Allen, The Gospel According to Paul, 47. 

10
 Mike Yaconelli , Messy Spirituality p. 55-56 

 

                                                           


