
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  December 13, 2015 
Title:  “PROOF”  
Text: Romans 4:1-25 
Theme: The Old Testament shows one’s right standing before the Father is by grace alone 

through faith alone in Christ alone 
 
Introduction: 
Bill Gates is considered to be the wealthiest individual alive at @$80 Billion. If you spent $1 
million a day since Jesus was born, you would have not spent $1 trillion by now . . . But $700 
billion – the same amount U.S. banks got during the bailout in 2008. Our National Debt is @$17 
Trillion. As significant as that amount is, consider God’s wealth. 

JUST THE FACTS 
1 planet [of 8] in our solar system 
1 solar system of perhaps tens of billions of solar systems in our galaxy [Milky Way] 
1 galaxy of at least one hundred billion galaxies in the observable universe. 
 
Friend, as wonderful as it might seem to be inside of this earthly wealth, we have something 
that is far greater and we call it “the righteousness of God.” 
 
Our text flows in response to Romans 3:27-31. 
 

• QUESTION 
• Does justification by faith exclude boasting in my ability? 

o YES! 

• QUESTION 

• Does justification by faith also include the Gentiles? 
o YES! 

• QUESTION 

• Does justification by faith nullify the Law? 
o NO! on the contrary, IT ESTABLISHES THE LAW! 

 
QUESTION 
How does justification by faith establish the Law? The Law did two things. First, it showed God 
for who He is and what He requires. Second, it showed humanity for who they are and their 
inability to keep what God requires. The weakness is not in the Law but in our inability to keep 
the Law perfectly. We are debtors to the Law and we cannot pay it off. For this reason, God’s 
placation of wrath and our resulting justification must come apart from the Law. And it does.  
 
Chapter four provides four pre-Law “proofs” that God is just and the justifier of the one who 
has faith in Jesus. 
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Outline - THE EVIDENCE 
 
I. Exhibit A – Abraham (vv. 1-5) 

 
Throughout Romans 4, we encounter the word “credit.” What does this mean? 
 
“CREDIT” - The word LOGIZOMAI occurs forty times in the New Testament. Seven of those 
occur outside of Paul [2x in Mark, 1x in Luke, 1x in Acts]. Thirty-three occur in Paul. Nineteen 
times in Romans. Three times in 1 Cor., Seven times in 2 Cor. Galatians and 2 Timothy twice; 
Philippians twice. Of the Nineteen times in Romans, Eleven times it is found in chapter 4. What 
does this idea of “credit” or “imputation” mean? 
 
Logizomai attributes something to someone and then treats him or her as such. God gives us 
the righteousness of Christ and then treats us like Him. 
 
Romans 4:1-5 appear to expand on the Q and A in 3:27-31. Here, we encounter the Doctrine of 
Imputation. As noted earlier, eleven times the NASB translates the word logizomai with 
“credit.”Over half of those occur in Romans 4 inside the Book of Romans.  
 
Paul quotes Genesis 15:1ff where God promises to Abraham a child who will fulfill the Seed 
Promise. 
 
God cuts this Agreement / Covenant / Promise with Abraham and determines that God alone 
is responsible for its fulfillment. Abraham believes God’s Promise to him concerning his 
offspring and God gives to Abraham His righteousness. What God promises to Adam and Eve, 
He offers once more to Abraham.  
 
The imputation of God’s righteousness to the sinner is not received as a wage because of work. 
The imputation of God’s righteousness to the sinner is received as a gift through non-work, faith. 
Although not taught in this text, God imputes to His Son your sin and to you, His righteousness. 
Isaiah 53:4-7; Mark 15:28; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 3:18 
 
II. Exhibit B - David (vv. 6-8) 
 
Paul quotes King David from Psalm 32:1, 2. 
What David knew was only possible apart from the Law. The Law could not do what David 
desired [1405BC]. 
Whatever God did for Abraham [2090BC], He would do for David [1010BC]. 
 
Verse 8, Paul uses a double negative. “The negatives were doubled for the purpose of stating 
denials or prohibitions emphatically.” 
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III. Exhibit C - Circumcision (vv. 9-15) 
 
Abraham was “justified” in Genesis 15. He was not circumcised until Genesis 17:10. Thus, it 
was not on the basis of his circumcision that God imputed to him righteousness. 
 
IV. Exhibit D - Promise (16-22) 
 
Paul quotes from  
Genesis 17:5 in verse 17 
Genesis 15:5 in verse 18 
Genesis 15:6 in verses 22 [vv. 3, 9] 
 
The issue is that of the SEED PROMISE. The Law protects the SEED, but the Law is not the 
SEED. It is like the wrapping paper we place a piece of meat. The paper protects the meat, but it 
is all about the meat! The SEED comes through PROMISE. God promised to Abraham that he 
would be the father of many nations. Abraham believed this promise even though he was 
without child. He believed to the point of offering up Isaac. 
 

• God brings LIFE through death. 

• God brings HOPE through despair. 
• God brings RIGHTEOUSNESS through faith. 
 

All three are viewed as humanly impossible, but with God, all things are possible. 
 
What is the NEXT STEP? – “FOR OUR SAKE ALSO” (VV. 23, 24) 
1. An inclusive invitation  

• (“but for our sake also” vv. 23, 24a) 
2. A substitutionary atonement  

• (“delivered because of our trespasses” v. 25) 
3. A verifying resurrection  

• (“raised for our justification” v.25). 
 
As incredible as our justification is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, it is true. 
Let me share with you another incredible story. 
 
George Danzig was a senior at Stanford University during the Depression. All the seniors knew 
they'd be joining unemployment lines when the class graduated. There was a slim chance that 
the top person in the class might get a teaching job. George was not at the head of his class, but 
he hoped that if he were able to achieve a perfect score on the final exam, he might be given a 
job. He studied so hard for the exam that he arrived late to class. When he got to class, the others 
were already hard at work. He was embarrassed and just picked up his paper and slunk into his 
desk. He sat down and worked the eight problems on the test paper; then he started on the two 
written on the board. Try as he might, he couldn't solve either of them. He was devastated. Out 
of the ten problems, he had missed two for sure. But just as he was about to hand in the paper, 
he took a chance and asked the professor if he could have a couple of days to work on the two 
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he had missed. He was surprised when his professor agreed. George rushed home and plunged 
into those equations with a vengeance. He spent hours and hours, but he could find the solution 
for only one of them. He never could solve the other. It was impossible. When he turned in the 
test, he knew he had lost all chance of a job. That was the darkest moment of his life. The next 
morning a pounding on the door awakened George. It was his mathematics professor, very 
excited. "George! George!" he kept shouting, "You've made mathematics history!" George didn't 
know what his professor was talking about. The professor explained. Before the exam, he had 
encouraged the class to keep trying in spite of setback and failure. "Don't be discouraged," he 
had counseled. "Remember, there are classic problems that no one can solve. Even Einstein was 
unable to unlock their secrets." He then wrote two of those problems on the blackboard. George 
had come to class late and missed those opening remarks. He didn't know the problems on the 
board were impossible to solve. He thought they were part of his exam and was determined that 
he could work them. And he solved one! He did the impossible. That very morning the professor 
made George Danzig his assistant. He taught at Stanford until his retirement. 
 
Sin writes an equation we cannot tackle. Jesus figured it out for us. Do you believe this? 
 
PASTOR John Piper - “Grace not only gives us better than we deserve; grace gives us what we 
cannot produce: life from the dead.” 
 
Friend, there is no other way to have a right standing before God than by grace alone through 
faith alone in Christ alone and unless and until you accept God’s provision for your sin debt, 
you cannot be saved. Have you believed this? Do you believe this? Will you accept Him today? 


