
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 

through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 

Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 

 

The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 

week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  

In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 

the congregation. 

These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 

be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 

charity. 

Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 

him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  January 10, 2016 
Title:  Our Union with Christ and the Reign of Grace 
Text:  Romans 6:1-14 
Theme: Our Union with Christ forever breaks and alters our relationship to sin and death. 
 
Introduction: “If we've left the country where sin is sovereign, how can we still live in our old 
house there?” (Rom. 6:1 - The Message) 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
 
As always, I wish to put our text in the larger context of the Book of Romans. This is the first of 
four questions each answered with “God Forbid” (6:1, 15; 7:7, 13).  
 

Romans 6 works from the premise that what 
occurs in Romans 5 is true and has real 
consequences in the people of God.  
 
What does Paul believe is possible for the 
believer in Romans 6:1-14? 

• The believer should not live in sin (v.2). 

• The believer should live in newness of 
 life (v.4). 

• Sin can be inactive in the body of the  
  believer (v.6). 

• The believer should not be a slave to  
sin (v.6). 

• The believer is to live as a person who has been freed from sin (v.7). 

• Sin should not rule over the believer (vv.12,14). 

• The believer should not be offering himself up as a tool for sin (v.13). 

• The believer should be offering himself up as a tool for God (v.13). 

• Such ideas/ideals seem otherworldly.  Why does Paul believe this is possible? 
o Because the believer is dead to sin through their union with Christ. 
o Because the believer is living under grace and not law. 

 
Mission: Impossible is a series of action spy thriller films begun in 1996 based on the television 
series of the same name, produced by and starring Tom Cruise as IMF agent Ethan Hunt. The 
series follows the missions of the Impossible Missions Force's main field team under the 
command of Hunt, who is forced to take over after the team is betrayed from within in the first 
film. As such, the series focuses on Hunt as the lead character as opposed to the ensemble cast 
structure of the television series. When viewing any of these movies one must not believe what 
they see. In fact, if you go to a movie to be educated or engage in reality, you will be 
disappointed. There is no necessary rhyme or reason to any of it.  One goes to a movie to be “a 
mused” [non-thinking]. One commentator noted, “You don’t overcome the ‘impossible’ by 



 

 

2 

thinking it over a little more carefully. (That is how you deal with the ‘possible.’) You overcome 
the impossible through the application of sheer, unvarnished willpower, a quality that Cruise 
has always possessed in abundance.”  
 
Many Christians approach the Christian life as an impossible mission. Many teach we live the 
Christian life through the application of sheer, unvarnished willpower. I am here to tell you this 
is not the case. 
 
What is Romans 6 telling us? 

• Jesus has broken the power of sin and death. 

• Because of our union with Him, it has no power over us. 

• What God has done in us, He works through us. Personal holiness is nothing less or more 
than positional holiness. God is relentlessly working in us and through us the life of 
Christ. 

• There is an ideal and then there is the real.  

• The fact is “sin no longer has power over us.” 
 
Ellen Ripley is a fictional character and the protagonist of the Alien film series beginning in 1979 
played by American actress Sigourney Weaver. The horror of the movie was how the alien 
predators would gestate within the abdomen of the host until it would burst through the 
abdominal cavity and wreak havoc on all present. There is a genre of movies where the enemy 
is within the individual.  
 
Although you and I battle the devil and exist inside of a fallen world that he leverages against 
us, our greatest enemy is the one within. 
 

• How do we deal with “the war within?” Although there are several imperatives 
throughout, the volition plays a secondary role to the intellect.  

• The imperative is not prescriptive, but descriptive of what the reign of grace looks like in 
and through its citizens. I carry out the commands because they are already true. All I do 
is “connect the dots.” This text helps us connect the dots between Christ’s victory and our 
union with Him. 

 
Outline: 
 
 
I. The Question (v. 1) - “Should we Sin” 

 
The word “continue” is a compound word.  The primary word is “to abide” and the other word, 
the prefix, supercharges the abiding.  The question is not “do you sin” for that is true of all 
believers.  The question is “do you abide in sin” for this is not true of any believer.  The word 
“increase” is “to super-abound, to exist in abundance.”  It is a different word to describe the 
same idea in 5:20, “to abound beyond measure.”  Both words are words of lavishness, of 
overflow.   
 



 

 

3 

“The practice of sin as a habit (present tense) is here raised.” 
Our word increase in 6:1 is the same found in 5:20 for sin increasing.  
 

• “Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound” (Rom. 5:20). 
 

• “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?” (Rom. 6:1). 

 
Are we to abide in sin in order that grace might increase? The answer is forthcoming. 
 
II. The Answer (v. 2) - “May it never be” 

 
“May it Never Be!” 
The Greek phrase literally means ‘may it never come into existence.’ ‘It is Paul's most emphatic 

repudiation of any idea to which it refers.’ 
 
III. The Reason (vv. 3-11) - “We are in Christ” 
 

A. How can you live in sin when you are dead to sin? 
B. How can you live in sin when you are baptized into Christ? 

• We are crucified with Him. 

• We are buried with Him. 

• We are raised with Him. 
C. Our old self is crucified with Christ (vv. 6-10). 

• Crucifixion destroys the body of sin. 

• Crucifixion frees me from sin’s mastery. 
D. Our new self is raised with Christ (vv. 6-10). 

 
OUR UNION 

1 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated 
at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth 3 For you 
have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you 
also will be revealed with Him in glory. 5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to 
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. (Col. 3:1-5; Cf. Gal. 2:20) 

 
BAPTISM 
Water baptism reflects Spirit baptism.   
It is the substance casting the shadow. 
Spirit baptism is the cause; water baptism is the consequence. 
The 1st century church would never separate water baptism from believing. In fact, some believe 
baptism saves because of the language in Romans 6.  
 
NEW LIFE 
Regardless of what you might feel [i.e. experience], your relationship to sin has been broken and 
forever altered.  The gospel guarantees that what you once were, you no longer are, but still 
have. 
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A king’s child living like a pauper does not make him any less a king’s child. Your circumstances 
cannot alter what is true.  
 
IV. The Appeal (vv. 12-14) - “Live under Grace” 

 
Based on what is true . . .  
1. Do not let sin reign in your mortal body (v. 12) 
2. Do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin 

BUT 
3. Present yourselves to God [act on and live out what is true] 

FOR [here is why] since you are no longer under the Law, sin cannot take advantage of that 
platform in its assault against you. 
THE APPEAL 
“Are you dead to sin?”  Yes, not because you “feel dead to sin,” but because you “are dead to 
sin.”  “All is bound up not with the tides or waves of our emotions, but with the living rock of 
our union with our Lord.” 
 “The body does not feel dead to sin, but that is quite beside the point; God says it is.” 
“Enjoying UNION reality” 
 
AAAAAAAH! 
1. Know the biblical truth of our union with Christ (v. 6) 
2. Consider yourself to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ (v. 11) 
3. Present your body as an instrument of righteousness (v. 13). 

 
THE APPEAL 
The presenting is looking to Jesus. Whatever you did when you came to faith is what you do to 
journey with JESUS. 
 
You might say, “Brother Pat, my life is a wreck and I fail often and spectacularly.” 
 
Vinko Bogataj [vainko bogata] was competing at the ski flying event in Germany on March 7, 
1970. A light snow had begun falling at the start of the event, and by the time Bogataj was ready 
for his third jump on the ski flying hill, the snow had become quite heavy. Midway down the 
ramp for that jump, Bogataj realized that the conditions had made the ramp too fast. He 
attempted to lower his center of gravity and stop his jump, but instead lost his balance 
completely and rocketed out of control off the end of the ramp, tumbling and flipping wildly, 
and crashing through a light retaining fence near a crowd of stunned spectators before coming 
to a halt. Despite the ferocity of the crash, Bogataj suffered only a mild concussion. Bogataj 
returned to ski jumping the next year but never duplicated the success he had before the crash 
and retired from the sport competitively. We would not know who this individual is except for 
one thing. Vinko became noted on American television in the 1970s for a moment of spectacular 
failure that was featured on ABC's Wide World of Sports as the infamous Agony of Defeat. 
 
Friend, listen carefully to the conclusion of the matter.  
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Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. (Romans 8:1) 
 
AMPLIFIED 

10 For the death that He died, He died to sin [ending its power and paying the sinner’s debt] once and for 
all; and the life that He lives, He lives to [glorify] God [in unbroken fellowship with Him]. 11 Even so, 
consider yourselves to be dead to sin [and your relationship to it broken], but alive to God [in unbroken 
fellowship with Him] in Christ Jesus. (Rom. 6:10, 11) 

 
What you and I need to do is adjust our mindset as it views the cross and the resurrection of 
Jesus and our union with Him.  

• We confuse victory over sin with living a charmed life. Neither one is equal to or causes 
the other. 

• We confuse our struggle against sin with defeat. 

• We confuse our ensnarement in sin with the practice of sin.  

• We confuse victory with “will” power.  

• Victory over sin is never found within oneself, but in the person and work of Jesus. 

• We give sin way too much authority, power, and credit.  

• The sin issue has already been dealt with. Say no and move on. 

• We confuse “defeat” with authority, mastery, and power.  

• We give sin too much authority, power, and credit.  

• The sin issue has already been dealt with. Say no and move on. 
 
What does victory look like to you!? 
 

24 Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was 
stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep. 26 I have been on frequent 
journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the 
Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren; 
27 I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without 
food, in cold and exposure. 28 Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure on me of concern 
for all the churches.  . . 32 In Damascus the ethnarch under Aretas the king was guarding the city of the 
Damascenes in order to seize me, 33 and I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and so 
escaped his hands. (2 Cor. 11:24-28, 32, 33) 

 
TODAY 
“The degree that the Christian takes seriously the reality of his Spirit – wrought union with 
Christ, to that degree he will find his definitive sanctification coming to actual expression in his 
experiential or progressive sanctification.  The holiness of the Christian’s daily walk directly 
depends upon his union with the Savior.”1   
 
Japanese holdouts were Japanese soldiers in the Pacific Theatre who, after the August 1945 
surrender of Japan ending World War II, either adamantly doubted the veracity of the formal 
surrender due to strong dogmatic or militaristic principles, or simply were not aware of it 
because communications had been cut off by Allied advances. Hirō Onoda was an Imperial 
Japanese Army intelligence officer who fought in World War II and a Japanese holdout who did 
not surrender in 1945. Onoda spent nearly 30 years holding out in the Philippines, his former 
commander traveled from Japan to personally issue orders relieving him from duty in 1974. 
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Shepherding the Sheep: (What is the NEXT STEP?) 

• Where are we? 

• First, Jesus has set you free from sin and death. 

• Second, if you do not know Him, you are still a slave to sin and death. 

• Third, if you do know Him, then celebrate your freedom from sin by serving without chains. 

• Finally, if today you find yourself deeply entrenched by sin’s awful mastery, then I call you 
to look deeply at the gospel. Do not allow sin to stand over you. Give it no credit and move 
forward. 

• Grace is not a license to sin, but the liberty to serve.  Grace frees me from sin, not for sin. 

• If you do not embrace this truth, then you will not experience victory over sin.  Your life will 
be controlled by sin.  You will be its slave.  It will rule over you. 

• Are we willing to live as free men?  Are we willing to live under the reign of grace?   
 
 

1 Robert L. Reymond, A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith, 739. 
 

                                                           


