
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 
design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 
through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 
Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 
him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  January 17, 2016 
Title:  Freedom from Sin’s Slavery 
Text:  Romans 6:15-23 
 

 “But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that 
form of teaching to which you were committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of 

righteousness.” (Romans 6:17, 18) 
 
Introduction: 
What is the tone of our entire study?  Listen carefully to its glorious theme as captured by Moule: 
 

Sin shall be no more your tyrant-creditor, holding up the broken law in evidence that is 
has right to lead you off to a pestilential prison, and to death.  Your dying Savior has met 

your creditor in full for you, and in Him you have entire discharge in that eternal court 
where the terrible plea once stood against you.  Your dealings as debtors are now not 
with the enemy who cried for your death, but with the Friend who has bought you out 
of his power. 1  

 
“Since God revealed his righteousness without the cooperation of the law, the power in charge 
of the believer is not the law but grace.”2   
 
“In 6:14 Paul summarizes 6:1-13 saying that Christians are under grace and are no longer under 
law. This statement, however, could be misunderstood to mean that Christians are free to be 

lawless. Paul anticipates such a ludicrous misreading of his gospel, that he surfaces the question 
and deals with it in 6:15-23. There is always the danger that the doctrine of grace might be 
misunderstood to mean license (Rom 3:8), but Paul’s gospel will have none of it. If a person 
gives themselves to sin, under the pretense of grace, they will soon find themselves a slave to 
sin and all that goes with that, i.e., death in all its aspects.”3  
 
In the 1970s, Bob Dylan sang a song entitled, “You Gotta’ Serve Somebody!” Dylan took this 
song straight out of Scripture. 
 
In the hit movie, Remember the Titans, [we are told the true story where] Denzel Washington 
plays football coach Herman Boone. Set in 1971, the tale follows the forced integration of 
previously all-white T.C. Williams High School in Alexandria, VA. [At the beginning of the 
story] the bus of football players is about to leave for summer training camp. All of a sudden, 
the arrogant, white, All-American Gerry Bertier starts giving Boone guff. Boone finally comes 
unglued and asks Bertier,  
 
Coach Boone: Are your parents here?  
Bertier: There's my mother.  
Coach Boone: Good.  
[nods his head at Gerry's mom]  
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Coach Boone: You take a look at her. Cause once you step on that bus you aint got your mama 
no more. You got your brothers on the team and you got your daddy. You know who your 
daddy is, doncha? Gary, if you want to play on this football team, you answer me when I ask 
you who is your daddy? Who's your daddy, Gary? Who's your daddy?  
Bertier: You.  
Coach Boone: And who's team is this, Gerry? Is this your team? Or is this your daddy's team?  
Bertier: Yours.  
Coach Boone: Now get on the bus. Put on your jacket first and then get on the bus.  
 
It matters who your daddy is because in Romans 5:12-21 there are only two daddies: Adam and 
JESUS. The one produces sin and death and the other produces righteousness and life. FEAR 
and JUDGMENT motivate the offspring of Adam’s Seed. LOVE and FREEDOM motivate the 
offspring of the JESUS’ SEED. There is no third option. Friend, “Who’s your daddy?” 
 
BIG PICTURE 
Verse 1-14 shows the freedom from sin’s tyranny (it is no longer my master) and  
verses 15-23 give the freedom from sin’s slavery (it is no longer my motivation).  
 
Remember Hiro Onoda from last week’s sermon? He fought a war that was already over for 
thirty more years. Not only was the “war” his master, but also his motivation. Once the war 
ended, it was no longer to control his life. I am sure it took a long time for those habits formed 
over a thirty year period to end. And I suppose at times he reverted back to thinking like a 
soldier in a war, but all of that was imaginary. He was no longer to function like a soldier during 
war, but a civilian living at peace. 
 
We are like Hiro Onoda. Calvary ends the war against sin. Sin no longer controls my days. It is 
no longer my motivation. Something or someone else drives my worldview, my agenda, my 
“to-do” list. Yet, I still catch myself thinking I am still at war with sin. And there are habits I 
formed as a slave to sin that still show themselves. What, however, is my victory? Jesus as my 
advocate. 
 
By practicing positional truth, the saved can have victory over daily sin.  Yet the question 
remains, “Will grace protect the believer from sinning?”  Paul’s big idea is that no man can serve 
two masters.  “There is one basic theme – the Christian’s freedom from sin’s tyranny or 
lordship – dominates the entire chapter.”4  
 
What does Paul want the believer to “walk” away with in Romans 6:15-23? 

• Grace is not a license to sin (v.15). 

• All people are slaves to something or someone. 

• What you obey is your master. 

• To obey sin is to die eternally. 

• To obey God is to live forever. 

• Obedience originates from the heart. 

• To obey God is to be free from sin. 
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• You must present yourself (v.19).  The situation you are in is a result of the choices you made, 
make, will make. 

• No good will come by presenting yourself to sin. 

• As a believer, you are free from sin and enslaved to God. 

• Sin and righteousness are opposites. 
 
Consider where we have been and where we are to be going.  Romans 1:18-3:20 begins by 
placing us where we need to be, in a state of want.  Romans 3:21-5:21 shows the power of God’s 
redemptive love in the salvation of man’s soul.  It is by grace through faith that man can be 
declared righteous before a holy God.  Romans 6-8, however, seek to move the believing 
individual from the judicial to the experiential.  We have been declared righteous; now we are 

to become righteous.  “Justification – acquittal from the guilt of sin – and sanctification – 
deliverance from ‘sinning’ – must never be confused, but neither can they be separated.”5    “It 
needs to be stressed at the outset in the exposition of this chapter that the fact of having died to 
sin is the fundamental premise of the apostle’s thought.”6  
 
Romans 6:1-23 gives the triumph of grace over the power of sin.  Verse 1-14 shows the freedom 
from sin’s tyranny (it is no longer my master) and verses 15-23 give the freedom from sin’s 
slavery (it is no longer my motivation).  Chapter 7 provides the freedom from Law’s 
responsibility.  Unfortunately most believers resign themselves to sin’s dominion.  However, 
grace has liberated us from sin’s mastery and thus we can have freedom from sin in this life.  
Romans 6 show the believer how this can take place.  Like 6:1, the passage before us begins with 
a question. 
 
We wish to separate holiness from righteousness in order to live in the abstract.  You are 
righteous; you must be righteous.  “The resolve to obedience is the evidence characterizing the 
believer.”7    Walking in newness of life is the consequence of having a resurrected life, subduing 
the power of sin.  We long for release.  We live under the tyranny of sin.  Why? Why does it 
“feel” as if sin is winning the day?  Why do we live our lives in quiet despair and gritty 
determination?  Where is the deliverance spoken of and we do so desperately desire?  How do 
I live the victor’s life?  Again, I do not believe Paul is speaking of theoretical truth, but truth that 
impacts us right now.  “By virtue of Christ’s resurrection the age to come has invaded the 
present evil age, and thus even now believers should walk in newness of life.”8   
 

I. The Question – “Are we Lawless” (v. 15).  
 

A. The question 
 
Verse one asks, “Should we sin that grace might abound?”  Here the question is, “Can we sin 
since graces abounds?”  Paul’s response to each is emphatic.  Freedom from sin is not a 
freedom to sin. 
 
“In 6:14 Paul summarizes 6:1-13 saying that Christians are under grace and are no longer 
under law. This statement, however, could be misunderstood to mean that Christians are free 
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to be lawless. Paul anticipates such a ludicrous misreading of his gospel, that he surfaces the 
question and deals with it in 6:15-23.”9 
 

• 1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have 
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; 
and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world” (1 John 2:1, 2). 

 
Freedom from sin’s tyranny and slavery is not so much absence, but advocacy.  I still sin, but 
Jesus is my ADVOCATE. 
 
Shall we sin because we are not under Law but under grace? Paul does not negate the idea that 
we are no longer under the Law. We are not. What Paul does is explain what living under 
grace looks like. The idea of being lawless means without a master.  It does not mean 
WITHOUT LAW. 
 
“RONIN - A rōnin was a samurai with no lord or master during the feudal period (1185–1868) 
of Japan. A samurai became masterless from the death or fall of his master, or after the loss of 
his master's favor or privilege. According to the Bushido Shoshinshu (the Code of the Samurai), 
a samurai was supposed to commit seppuku (also "hara kiri" — ritual suicide) upon the loss of 
his master. One who chose not to honor the code was "on his own" and was meant to suffer 
great shame. The undesirability of rōnin status was mainly a discrimination imposed by other 
samurai and by daimyo, the feudal lords.” 
 
The issue is one of presenting the members of your body as an instrument of expression to either 
sin or righteousness.   
 
“The principle established by the question is that we are the bondslaves of that to which we 
present ourselves for obedience.”10   
 
“If one claims to be ‘under grace’ and yet lives as a slave to sin, then the claim is nullified by 
one’s conduct.  Those who live under grace show that they are under grace because they have a 
new master (God) and are liberated from their old master (sin).  Paul refuses to accept any 
abstract understanding of grace separated from concrete daily living.  Grace does not merely 
involve the forgiveness of sins.  It also involves power in which the mastery and dominion of 
sin are broken.”11  
 

II. The answer (v. 15b) 
 
God forbid!  May it never be!  Such thinking is completely contrary to the work of God in the 
life of those who believe.  Grace and sin are antithetical.  Neither exists where the other abounds. 

 
III. The Principle – “We are Slaves” (vv. 16-18) 

 
• “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to 

one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth” (Matt. 6:24). 
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• “You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore 
whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God” (James 4:4). 

 
What do you think would happen if I told my wife that I want to stay married, but I also want 
the freedom to date other women on occasion? It probably wouldn’t go over very well, would 
it?  Or what if you told your boss that you’d like to receive a full paycheck each week, but you’ll 
also be working for a competing company? I doubt you’d have your job long. 
You see, you can’t be married and date other people. You can’t work for two competing 
companies at the same time. You have to choose one or the other—do you want to marry or 
date? Do you want to work for one or the other? 
 

A. The imagery of slavery and obedience (v. 16) 
 

Verse 16 tells us what exists.  “Verses 16b-23 provides the reasons why sin should not be 
pursued.”12  “Don’t you know” speaks of a fact that Paul assumes is known by his readers.  
Historically there was a point in time when you had to make a choice.  You had to decide as to 
whether or not you were going to be the servant of sin or the servant of God.  Herein lays the 
strength of this passage.  No man can serve two masters.   
 
“People serve one of two lords, righteousness or lawlessness.  What is emphasized in this 
section, though, is the responsibility of believers to choose their master.”13  
 
“Unbelievers are totally subservient to sin as a power that exerts authority over their lives, but 
the slavery envisioned is not coercion.  People do not submit to sin against their will.  Rather, 
they ‘freely’ and spontaneously choose to sin.  In other words, unbelievers are slaves to sin in 
that they always desire to carry out the dictates of their master.  This does not mean that those 
with addictions (e.g., to alcohol, pornography, or gambling) never wish to be freed.  It means 
that the desire for these things is ultimately greater than the desire to be freed from them.  
Sinning is what they want to do.  Only God, therefore, can release them from such subjection, 
for new desires are necessary to escape the bondage of sin.”14  
 
“The last part of the verse has the purpose of convincing Christians of the seriousness of this 
practical obedience by making it clear that there are two, and only two, options open to every 
person and that these options carry serious consequences.  Either one is the slave of sin or a slave 
of ‘obedience.’  Paul makes it clear in this ‘either … or’ that there is no ‘possibility of neutrality’.  
One is never ‘free’ from a master, and those non-Christians who think that they are ‘free’ are 
under an illusion created and sustained by Satan.  The choice with which people are faced is not 
‘Should I retain my freedom or give it up and submit to God?’ but ‘should I serve sin or should 
I serve God?’  But Paul is writing to Christians, and we, too, must not forget that to sin is to 
submit ourselves as slaves to sin.”15  
 

B. The choice made in justification (vv. 17, 18)  
 
When you chose God you were set free from sin and became a slave to righteousness.  You do 
not go from obedience to disobedience like a light switch.  This describes God’s work of 
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translocation.  You went from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of His dear Son (Col. 
1:13).  You can no longer go back to your old way of life. 
 
As Christians, we do not stand in a position of neutrality.  We must choose this day as to who 
we will serve.  “Grace does not simply involve forgiveness of sins; it also involves a transfer of 
lordship, so that believers are no longer under the tyranny of sin.  As believers experience 
victory over sin, their confidence in a full and complete triumph over both sin and death 
increases.”16  “Paul contends that grace inevitably involves a change of masters.  It so transforms 
a person that he or she desires the fruit of holiness (vv. 21, 22).  Slavery to righteousness is an 
indication or sign that believers live under a new lord.”17  
 
Listen carefully to the words of Matthew Henry concerning our struggle against sin as presented 
in Romans 6:14. 

 
God's promises to us are more powerful and effectual for the mortifying of sin than 
our promises to God. Sin may struggle in a believer, and may create him a great deal of 
trouble, but it shall not have dominion; it may vex him, but shall not rule over him.18   

 
The struggle you and I have with our old nature is not won through force of will. The battle is 
won by remembering who did what. 
 
Obey – “to listen” – Rom. 1:5; 5:19; 6:12, 16, 17; 10:16; 15:18; 16:19, 26. (6:16) The OBEDIENCE 

OF FAITH is remembering how victory was secured and whose victory is being appropriated. 
When you “by faith” appropriate the finished work of Jesus for you, you became a slave of 
God. That status is irrevocable. You do not keep having crisis moments or make another 
decision. Your decision occurs every moment of each day to remember the gospel. What you 
do is keep looking at the finished work of Jesus Christ.  
 

IV. The Contrast – “Death or Life” (vv. 19-23) 
 

19 For just as you presented your 
members as slaves to impurity and to 
lawlessness, resulting in further 

lawlessness,  

so now present your members as slaves to 
righteousness, resulting in sanctification. 

20 For when you were slaves of sin, 
you were free in regard to 
righteousness. 21 Therefore what 
benefit were you then deriving from 
the things of which you are now 
ashamed? For the outcome of those 

things is death. 

22 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved 
to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in 
sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life. 

23 For the wages of sin is death,  but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 
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Let me explain further because of your experience.  You must offer your body up daily to God.  
Your practice betrays what you are positionally, thus, Paul explains why this is true.  There is 
an imperative in the passage.  It is found in verse 19 and it is the word ‘yield’ or ‘present’. 
 
“The imperative ‘present yourselves as slaves to righteousness’ in v.19b is the center of the 
paragraph.  But this command does not, and cannot, stand in isolation.  We can, and must, serve 
righteousness because God has freed us from sin and made us slaves to righteousness.  The 
‘imperative’ grows out of, and reflects, the ‘indicative.’”19  Paul uses a common picture of a slave 
to a master.   
 

The institution of slavery, well known to his readers, is the medium through which he 
expresses the truth.  The dullness of our understanding makes it necessary that we be 
taught the truth in figures drawn from the sphere of our human relations.20   

 
There is an “oughtness” to the Christian walk.  “The ‘must’ is very important.  For, as decisive 
and final as is this transfer into a new realm, it would be a bad misinterpretation of Paul to think 
that the believer is thereby removed from all contact or influence with the old realm of sin.”21  
 
“Paul insists that even ‘under grace’ there are obligations of obedience that must be taken 
seriously.  For, as Paul makes clear, there is no such thing as human ‘autonomy,’ a freedom from 
all outside powers and influences.  Either people are under the power of sin, or they are under 
the power of God.  The question is not, then, whether one will have a master, but which master 

one will serve.  Serving sin, Paul shows, leads to death; serving God, to life.”22  
  
“The function of verses 21-23 is to clarify any ambiguity or uncertainty that may linger in the 
minds of the readers.”23  Paul provides for us the basis for the appeal to yield ourselves to God.   
 
Under sin you were not obligated to be righteous.  But what were the benefits of living under 
sin?  None! 

 
Notice how justification produces a fruit which is sanctification and whose end is eternal life.  
Notice also how our identification with Christ and through His death and resurrection the result 
is “bearing fruit for God (7:4).”  The Scripture never separates justification from sanctification.  
The faith appropriating life produces fruit.  This is the truth and tension between 
justification by faith and the resultant fruit.  You cannot have one without the other.   
 
“At this juncture divine grace is described by means of the two formulas of justification and 
sanctification.  The dissection of grace into two sequential gifts does not originate with Paul.  
Paul saw no reason for dissecting the Christian experience in this manner because, for him, the 
believing adherence to the Lord fully determines the individual’s knowledge and volition and 
submits the entire structuring of his life to the effectiveness of Christ.”24   
 
Verse twenty-three restates a central theme in both verses 21 and 22 and brings the text to an 
impressive conclusion.  “This verse not only explains the contrasting ‘outcomes’ of death and 
life specified in vv.22-23 but also brings the entire chapter to a fitting climax.”25  “Paul addresses 
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believers in verse 23.  Those who are slaves to sin will receive the wages that that master pays 
– eternal death.  The thrust of Paul’s argument in verses 16-23 is that being under grace does not 
encourage believers to sin.  For if their lives evidence slavery to sin, then the consequence will 
be eternal destruction.  The power of grace must lead to a transformed life, for holiness of life is 
necessary for life eternal.  Those who are slaves of righteousness have been liberated from sin 
by the grace of God.  If they practice righteousness, it is an evidence of his grace in their lives.”26  
 
“Life is not for everyone who belongs to the community, every hearer of the word, and every 
recipient of baptism, but for those who do his will.”27  
 
APPLICATION 
 

• 31 “So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, ‘If you continue in My word, then you are truly 
disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.’ 33 They answered Him, ‘We 
are Abraham's descendants and have never yet been enslaved to anyone; how is it that You say, 'You will 
become free'?’ 34 Jesus answered them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin. 
35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, 
you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are Abraham's descendants; yet you seek to kill Me, because My 
word has no place in you.’” (John 8:31-37). 

 

• “The question is not, then, whether one will have a master, but which master one will 
serve.  Serving sin, Paul shows, leads to death; serving God, to life.”28  

 
When I drive, I have two bad habits. The first, I drive at what I am looking at. So if I look to the 
LEFT or RIGHT, I steer toward the LEFT or RIGHT. Some people see this as a problem. The 
second, I have a tendency to fall asleep when driving. Both habits make my wife nervous. She 
gets involved when I fail to do what I am supposed to do, that is stay awake and get her home 
safely. So far, everything has gone well. Yet, there is a strong potential for all kinds of bad things 
happening. Regardless of what might happen, nothing changes except I and others might get 
hurt. As a Christian, we have the tendency of falling asleep or driving toward what we are 
looking at. Paul’s word to us is, “Stay awake and look at Jesus.” When we fail at either one, bad 
things can happen. Yet, nothing we do changes what is true: in JESUS we have victory over sin 
and death because neither are based on what we do but on what Jesus did and does. 
 

• As you have lived IN ADAM, so now LIVE IN CHRIST. 

• Make every day a time of reflecting on the GOSPEL. 
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