
Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 
design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship 
through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting 

church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a 
Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
These notes are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye, mistakes can possibly 
be found.  Therefore, he asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and 
charity. 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email 
him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  January 24, 2016 
Title:  Dead to the Law, Married to Christ 
Text:  Romans 7:1-6 
 

“Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ,  
so that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead,  

in order that we might bear fruit for God.” 
Romans 7:4 

 
Introduction: 
In France, you can legally marry a dead person. Posthumous marriage (or necrogamy) is a 
marriage in which one of the participating members is deceased. It is legal in France and similar 
forms are practiced in Sudan and China. Since World War I, France has had hundreds of 
requests each year, of which many have been accepted. During World War I, a few women were 
married by use of proxy to soldiers that had died weeks earlier. This practice came to be called 
posthumous marriage. Posthumous marriage for civilians originated in the 1950s, when a dam 
broke and killed 400 people in Fréjus, France, including a man named André Capra, who was 
engaged to Iréne Jodart. Jodart pleaded with French President Charles De Gaulle to let her go 
along with her marriage plans even though her fiancé had died. She had support from the media 
and within months was allowed to marry her fiancé. It is likely that posthumous marriage was 
made as an extension to France’s Proxy Marriage. Within months after the Fréjus dam tragedy, 
France’s parliament drafted a law permitting posthumous marriage. Since then, hundreds of 
women have formally filed for what is known as postmortem matrimony. Posthumous marriage 
became legal in France by Article 171 of the civil code which states, The President of the Republic 
may, for serious reasons, authorize the solemnization of marriage if one of the spouses died after completion 
of official formalities marking it unequivocal consent. In this case, the effects of marriage dated back to the 
day preceding the death of the husband. However, this marriage does not entail any right of intestate 
succession for the benefit of the surviving spouse and no matrimonial property is deemed to have existed 
between the spouses. 

 
When a Christian goes back to living under the Law, they have married a dead person. 
 
“After the apostle’s statements in chapter 6, nobody can charge him any longer with preaching 
cheap grace.  But the question of what attitude those who are baptized must have toward the 
Law was previously answered only indirectly in 6:14.  Paul takes up this central problem in 
chapters 7 and 8 in a train of thought which is both exceedingly bold and impressive.”1  
 
What does Paul believe is possible for the believer in Romans 7:1-6? 

• The believer should not live under the Law (v.4) 

• The believer should live under grace (v.4) 

• The believer should bear fruit to God (v.4) 

• The believer should not be controlled by the sinful nature (v.5) 

• The believer should serve in the new way of the Spirit (v.6) 
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Why does Paul believe this is possible? 

• Because the believer is dead to the Law through their identification with Christ. 

• Because the believer is dead to that which once bound him. 

• Because the believer has been released from the law. 

• Because the believer belongs to another (God). 
 
I am convinced that as we study the passages our gut response is always, “This is impossible”.  
Regardless as to how we feel, what do we believe?  Our practical experience does not and cannot 
negate the reality of positional truth.  Does the Bible say this?  Are we willing to believe it?  We 
will not have the right emotional response until we believe this to be true.  Either God is lying 
or He is telling us the truth.  Do we believe we are dead to the Law because of our identification 
with Christ?  Do we believe we are living under grace and not under law?   
 
Verse one continues the thought of chapter six.  Chapter six emphasized the triumph of grace 
over the power of sin.  Here we turn our attention to the Law.  Grace also grants us freedom 
from the Law’s tyranny.  “Romans 7:1-6 is to be connected with what the apostle had stated in 
6:14, ‘Ye are not under law, but under grace’.  In this earlier context, the statement gives the 
reason or ground of the assurance that sin will not have dominion over the believer.  There is, 
however, at that point no expansion or validation of the proposition that the believer is not 
under law.  [In] 7:1 he returns to the question of release from the law and shows how this 
discharge has come to be.”2  
 
For the third time in our text the apostle raises the question, “Do you not know?” (6:3, 16, and 
7:1).  The question once more “returns to the question of release from the law and shows how 
this discharge has come to be.  Romans 7:1-6 are to be connected with what the apostle had 
stated in 6:14.”3   
 
“The main topic is the Mosaic law. Paul argues that a person’s bondage to the law must be 
severed in order that he may be put into a new relationship with Christ (7:1-6).  This paragraph 

contains the main point that Paul wants to make in this chapter.”4 “The law assumed to be 
known is surely the written law of the Old Testament, particularly the Mosaic law.”5  “The word 
nomos here does not refer to law in general or to Roman law, but to the law of Moses.”6  
 
“Jewish opponents of Paul’s gospel contended that freedom from the law opened the door for 
sin.  Paul turns the tables on them by insisting that it is those who are under the law who are in 
bondage to sin.”7  
 
EXPOSITION 
 
“The structure of the argument is as follows.  In v. 1 Paul establishes a thesis (which is in accord 
with 6:7), which he then explains in vv. 2 and 3 with the help of an example.  In v. 4 he draws 
the application from vv. 1 and 2 plus 3, which he then expounds more closely in vv. 5 and 6.”8   
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Outline: 
 

I. The principle of the Law (v. 1) 
 
For the third time in our text the apostle raises the question, “Do you not know?” (6:3, 16, and 
7:1).  
 
NASB – “Jurisdiction” “To rule, to have lordship.” Notice how this word occurs in Romans [6:9, 
14; 7:1; 14:9].  It is the verb form of KURIOS “Lord.” 
 
If the Law is master, then fear, bondage, and death. If Christ is the Master, then love, freedom, 
and life.  Death breaks the power of the “MARRIAGE” covenant.  
 
“What these converts know is a general principle: ‘that the law rules over a person only as long 
as he or she lives.’”9  The Law only has authority over those who are under it and alive!  What 
is the point?  The Law’s authority only reaches those who are alive.  If we are dead, then the 
Law no longer has authority over us.  It is powerless to help or to hinder.  The only way the Law 
can help or hinder is if we place ourselves under its authority.  However, the imagery is foolish.  
To the Law we are dead.  We are a corpse seeking direction.  The Law has no power to enable 
us. 
 

II. The illustration of the principle (vv. 2, 3) 
 
Although the law is not dead, our relationship to it is. 
 
The illustration of marriage, death, and remarriage is not the issue. Paul’s intent is not to give 
a word about marriage. What Paul says is true, but it is not all that Paul says concerning 
marriage. 
 
Earlier (6:19) Paul used a familiar picture to describe an eternal truth.  The intent was not to be 
a commentary on slavery.  It was only used to illustrate his point.  The same is true with his 
thoughts on marriage.  What he states is true, but his intent is not to teach on marriage, divorce, 
or remarriage.  His intent is to illustrate our release from the law. 
 
“From the marriage law Paul only extrapolates the principle that for him was of paramount 
significance and was linked closely with his interpretation of the cross of Jesus, namely, that 
death alone effectively and ultimately cancels the bond decreed by the law.”10   
 
7:1-3 provides another metaphor.  He moves from a citizen within a kingdom to that of marriage.  
The metaphor is not teaching directly on marriage, but is a picture of our relationship to the law, 
sin, and death and grace, righteousness, and life.  Verses 4-6 are an application of the metaphor.  
When we were wedded to law, the union produced death.  In our union with grace the offspring 
is spiritual fruit.  Our “marriage” to law, sin, and death has been severed.  We are now “married” 
to grace, righteousness, and life. 
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Paul clearly establishes our death to the law in 6:1-14.  Because of this death in Christ and to sin 
we are no longer under its authority. 
 
Verses two and three form a word picture by way of the marriage covenant; the Law is only 
followed by those who are alive.  If we are dead, the law is no longer binding.  There are four 
thoughts contained in the illustration.  The illustration is actually very clear. 
 

A. The law binds those who are alive (v. 2). 
 

If we are alive, then the Law is still binding. 
 
Notice the language of our text. 
Jurisdiction (v. 1) 
Bound by (v. 2a [“knit together”]) 
Released from (v. 2b [3:3, 31; 4:14; 6:6; 7:2, 6]) 
Joined to (v. 3 [“married”]) 
Free from (v. 3b [“unrestrained”]) 
 

B. Death breaks the bondage (v. 2). 
 
If we are dead, then the Law is no longer binding. 
 

C. No one can have two masters (v. 3) 
 
We cannot be bound to two masters.  Such a thought is adulterous. 
 

D. Once death occurs, there is freedom to serve another (v. 3). 
 
He states a principle that everyone recognizes. When your spouse dies, the covenant between 
the two of you has been broken and you are now at liberty to marry someone else. 
 
What He began in 5:12, He continues throughout this passage. You are no longer under the 
headship of Adam, sin, bondage, and death. You are now under the headship of Christ, 
righteousness, freedom, and life. 
 
For us to think we can be under grace and under Law at the same time is adulterous [improper 
/ illicit / unlawful]. We cannot have two masters AND we are not moving between the two. 
THIS IS OFTEN HOW WE SEE OURSELVES IN RELATION TO LAW AND GRACE. This 
picture, however, is not true. Our relationship to the Law has been forever broken and altered.  
We are not wedged between the two and we do not move from one to the other. 
 
Once death occurs, then we are at liberty to be “married” to another.  In Christ, we have died to 
the Law.  Since we are dead to the Law, we are bound to another.  We belong to God. 
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III. The application of the principle (vv. 4-6) 
 
Based on what has been said, your “marriage” to the Law has been broken and you are now free 
to be married to Him. 
 
Our death, burial, and resurrection in the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus (Rom. 6:1-14) 
severs our relationship to the Mastery of the Law. Because of this we are no longer under the 
Law, but under grace. 
 
Bear fruit for God (v. 4) 
Newness of the Spirit (v. 6a) 
[contrast] 
Bear fruit for death (v. 5) 
Oldness of the Letter (v. 6b) 
 
“The Christian life does not consist in mere conformity to a list of rules and regulations; it is the 
very life and loveliness of the Lord Jesus being wrought out in us by the Spirit of God.”11   
 
“Having died to the law and having been thus discharged from it, believers no longer serve in 
the servitude which law ministers but in the newness of the liberty of which the Holy Spirit is 
the author (cf. Gal. 3:3).”12   
 

A. The Key Verse (v. 4 [takes us back to Romans 6:1-14]) 
 
Therefore, in conclusion, we are dead to the Law and we now belong to another.   “Paul 
concludes in verse 4 not only that believers have died but also that they are free to marry 
another.”13  We are alive in Christ.  “The instrument by which the believer is put to death to the 
law is ‘the body of Christ’”.14  The Law no longer has power over us.  Paul’s argument blends 
the Law with sin.  We are to bear fruit to God.  He is the one to whom we belong.  We are dead 
to the Law through Christ.  We are joined to Christ and His resurrection in order to bear fruit. 
 
“The main point of the illustration is that only by the death of her husband is the woman 
released from the law of her husband.  And the main point in the application (v.4) is how we 
may be released from the law.”15  
 

B. The Explanation (v. 5) 
 
Once we were controlled by the sinful nature (v. 5).  The Law aroused the sinful nature.  As a 
result, we bore the fruit of death.  Our old life, the flesh, was incited by the Law producing in us 
a fruit of death. 
 
Many of us have seen small children “playing” with enormous python snakes. In this 
illustration, the snake/python is sinful passions and the child is the Law. That child incites the 
snake to do what it does: choke the life out of her, eat her whole, and at the end of the day poop 
her out at the other end as waste. Why, because sin will always keep you longer you wish to 
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stay, cost you more than you wish to pay, and take you further than you wish to go. As we will 
learn, the law is not sin, but rather holy, righteous and good (7:12). But sin takes advantage of 
the Law and through the Law kills us. God in Christ has cut off the head of sin and it no longer 
holds for me any kind of threat. 
 
What God works in me, He works through me, to those around me. The holiness of God, the 
righteousness of God is worked in me and through me to those around me. 
 

C. The Contrast (v. 6) 
 
Now, in contrast to verse five, by dying to the Law our sinful passions are no longer aroused.  
So now, instead of our sinful passions we are to serve the Spirit and not the Law.  We are dead 
to Law and the oldness of letter.  We are alive in Christ and the newness of the Holy Spirit.  Does 
such a truth suggest that Christians are without law?  Remember grace is not a license to sin, 

but the liberty not to sin.  Grace teaches us to live disciplined lives.  Grace produces in us the 
image of Christ. 
 
“But though believers, in virtue of their marriage with Christ, are no longer under the law in 
respect to its power to award life or death, they are, as the Apostle says, 1 Cor. 9:21, ‘not without 
law to God, but under law to Christ’.  They receive it from His hand as the rule of their duty, 
and are taught by His grace to love and delight in it.  When Luther discovered the distinction 
between the law as a covenant and as a rule, it gave such relief to his mind, that he considered 
himself as at the gate of paradise.”16  
 
No set of rules is capable of giving us victory over the power of sin.  Resting sanctification is 
possible only as we believe Romans 6.  Without trusting His Word as true, we will continue 
to flounder in the pit of defeat and sin. 
 
Verse 6 provides the proposition and verse 7 gives the rhetorical challenge.  Verse 6 (“We serve 
in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter”) sets us up for the next question found 
in verse 7 (“Is the Law sin?”).   
 

“What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know 
sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, ‘YOU 
SHALL NOT COVET.’” (Rom. 7:7) 

 
“The release from the law did not come about because the law was deprived of its rights and 
was removed.  This was an impossible, blasphemous notion, not only for the rabbis but also for 
Paul.  The transformation does not take place in the law; instead the individual is made new.”17   
 
“Most inmates want out of prison. Randall Lee Church burned a house down to get back inside. 
Released in April after years of incarceration, he could not adjust. ‘Everything had gone fast 
forward without me,’ he said in a recent interview at Bexar County Jail. Church, 46, admits he 
did it. He already has pleaded guilty to arson and is going back to prison, where he spent 26 
years for fatally stabbing a man. At 18, he was locked up for murder. It was 1983. Ronald Reagan 
was president. Cordless phones were modern technology. McDonald's had just introduced the 



 

7 

 

Chicken McNugget. Inside his small, gray cell within the Texas prison system, Church forgot 
the world and it forgot him. Stepping out to freedom, [he writes] ‘I didn't know how to use 
computers or cell phones or the Internet,’ . . .  Fed up on July 10, [2011] 96 days after his release, 
he poured gasoline through a window of the empty house on the Southeast Side, then threw in 
flaming rags and paper towels, setting the place on fire. Days later, he told police he did it 
because he wanted to go back to his job at his former prison unit.”18 
 
Christians are, in many ways just like Randall Lee Church who still find the Law attractive as if 
the Law can impart life.  The Law is not the Gospel.  The Law is like the bug zapper bugs find 
so compelling only to find that it carries death and does not confer life. The Law does cause our 
sin to take on the character of transgression, but the Law does not keep me from bad behavior. 
The Law condemns me for bad behavior. Only the Gospel can give what it asks. 
 

• 1 “Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For what the Law could not do, weak 
as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering 
for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who 
do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit” (Rom. 8:1-4). 

 

Friend, regardless of what you do, you are dead to the Law and alive to Christ. Your “first 
marriage” is over. You are now married to another. 
 
What is the NEXT STEP? 
 

• Grace reigns and rules over His people.  We should stop living as if we are under the 
authority of the Law and start living as one who is under the power of grace. 

• I can assure you, if you are married to the Law, you have the aroma of death in your clothes 
and the metallic taste of sin in your mouth.  

• You need Jesus. You might say, “I’m a Christian,” then start finding out all you can about 
Jesus. Begin fixating all of your energies and resources on knowing Him. Let the fragrance 
of Christ permeate your existence and let the Spirit of God use you in attracting others to 
Him. 
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